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to approve Cal Am’s long-sought proposal for a 4.8-mil-
lion-gallon-per day desal plant in Marina. 

The vote came after more than 200 people offered 
testimony pro and con about the desal project, including 
impassioned statements from numerous Marina residents 

who claimed the desal plant 
would endanger their communi-
ty’s water supply and inflict what 
they call “environmental injus-
tice” on people who have already 
borne more than their share of the 
county’s industrial infrastructure.

Concerns abound
That position received support 

from coastal commission exec-
utive director John Ainsworth 
who, after hearing from the 
public, reiterated his “Yes” rec-
ommendation for the desal plant 
while also calling Marina’s 
“environmental justice” concerns 
valid.

“One problem that cannot be 
solved is locating a project in a 
community that doesn’t want it 
and which has historically been 
a dumping ground,” Ainsworth 
said. “Under the Coastal Act we 
are required to look at projects 
through an environmental justice 
lens, and we’ve done that.”

But he said there was no evi-
dence Marina’s water supply 
would be harmed and that his 

After all-day hearing, coastal commission OK’s Cal Am’s desal plan  
recommendation for coastal commission approval of the 
desal plant and associated facilities was “based on the 
facts, the rule of law and common sense.” 

He also said “there are multiple measures in place to 
protect Marina’s water supply” and argued that the Mon-
terey Peninsula was impacted by a long-term and wors-
ening water shortage that made the Cal Am desal project 
necessary.

Climate change cited
“We can clearly see the accelerating effects of climate 

change all around us. As drought becomes the new normal, 
this community is going to need multiple water sources,” 
Ainsworth offered.

“The project is the only drought-proof project pro-
posed,” Cal Am attorney DJ Moore told coastal commis-
sioners earlier in the day.

But those opposed to the project told the panel that it 
would have damaging environmental impacts and bring 
exorbitant rates for Peninsula customers, harm Marina’s 
water supplies while not benefiting that city, and create 
“environmental justice” problems.

“This project was a bad idea from the start,” Public 
Water Now managing director Melodie Chrislock said 

See DESAL page 16A

Stepping up the game for their latest fundraising calendar, Monterey firefighters, among 
them captains Silas Fischer (left) and Matt Harris, posed with all kinds of exotic creatures, 
including water buffalo. See page 10A.
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No, it isn’t a wrestling match 

By KELLY NIX and PAUL MILLER 
 A MAMMOTH, 13-hour hearing at the Monterey 

County Supervisors chambers in Salinas Thursday con-
cluded with the California Coastal Commission voting 8-2 

Tesla crashes on Scenic, ends up in sand dunes
n No sign of the driver

By MARY SCHLEY 

THE PERSON behind the wheel of a new Tesla 
Model S Plaid — capable of going 0 to 60 mph in 2 sec-
onds — was apparently racing on Scenic Road, launched 
the car off a curb at Ocean Avenue and drove 150 feet onto 
the sand before hitting a tree and overturning, according to 
police and councilman Bobby Richards, who surveyed the 
damage Thursday morning.

Monterey Fire Chief Gaudenz Panholzer said a fire 
engine responded to the wreck shortly after 8 p.m. Nov. 16 
and found the crushed upside-down car — but no driver.

“The airbags were all deployed,” he said.
Firefighters searched for survivors who might be 

nearby. Finding none, they turned the scene over to police 

See CRASH page 21A
How remains a mystery, but the driver walked away from this 
crushed overturned Tesla Wednesday night.
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Earlier this week, the California Department of Health 
reported the first California death this year of a child suf-
fering from the virus, but a local doctor observed that most 
cases of RSV resolve themselves with relatively minor 
symptoms.

Karina Rusk of Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital con-
firmed the medical center has sent children with RSV to 
facilities outside the county for treatment. “Today, we 
transferred at least two patients to Bay Area hospitals,” 
Rusk told The Pine Cone.

What’s the problem?
According to Rusk, the challenge facing local hospitals 

is twofold. First, there is big increase this year in respira-
tory viruses in general.

“We are seeing a significant increase in the number 
of pediatric respiratory cases, which includes RSV, influ-
enza and other viruses, including Covid,” Rusk reported. 
“In October, we had 560 pediatric respiratory visits

RSV sending kids to local hospitals in droves
By CHRIS COUNTS

LACKING THE facilities to care for the rising num-
ber of small children who are suffering serious symptoms 
from respiratory syncytial virus — commonly known as 
RSV — Monterey County hospitals are sending some kids 
by helicopter to medical centers as far away as Oakland 
and Sacramento.

See VIRUS page 23A

Cardiologist’s skills 
essential during race

By CHRIS COUNTS

NOT ONCE, but twice, during his run along the 
course of Monterey Bay Half Marathon Sunday, Montage 
Health cardiologist Steven Lome found himself staring 
down at someone who desperately needed his skills.

An avid runner who has competed in numerous dis-
tance races, Lome was near the 3-mile mark on the course 
between Fisherman’s Wharf and Asilomar State Beach 

when the first of his unan-
ticipated patients ran into 
trouble.

“I was about 20 feet 
behind a runner when he 
suddenly collapsed,” Lome 
told The Pine Cone. “I could 
tell it wasn’t from tripping 
— he was unresponsive 
and had a pretty bad head 
injury.”

Lome sprung into action.
“I realized he had no 

pulse,” the cardiologist 
recalled. “I immediately started CPR.”

A couple of nurses and a neurosurgeon who were in 
the race offered assistance, too, and one helped stabilize 

State to take over 
Stadium lightS permitS 
n CUSD extends EIR contract due to 
voluminous comments

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CARMEL school board unanimously voted 
Wednesday night to exempt construction projects at sev-
eral campuses — including the stadium lights and other 
improvements at Carmel High — from local zoning codes 
and building regulations and put them under the authority 
of the Division of the State Architect.

Also at the Nov. 16 meeting, board members decided to 
increase the contract for EIR consultant EMC Planning for 
a second time, bumping the cost to $351,820 to handle the 
voluminous comments the district received on the revised 
environmental impact report for the CHS stadium lights 
project.

The district’s chief operations officer, Dan Paul, 
explained that the California Legislature has recognized 
the importance of public school district construction proj-
ects and made it possible for them to be overseen by the 
state architect. The Legislature also “established a method 
through which school districts can exempt themselves 
from local zoning and planning regulations, thereby 
expressly divesting jurisdiction over school construction 

Two runners 
experience 
cardiac arrest 
during half 
marathon

See LIGHTS page 14A

See RESCUE page 21A


