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Shortly before hiking at Point Lobos Oct. 3, former President Barack 
Obama posted this snapshot of him and his wife, Michelle, online. 
They celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary on the Peninsula.
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Natural Reserve while celebrating their anniversary.
Melissa Gobell, who runs the reserve’s docent program, 

told The Pine Cone that workers and volunteers at Point 
Lobos learned about the visit shortly before it happened.

“The visit to Point Lobos happened on very short 
notice,” Gobell said. Obama, who served from 2009 to 
2017, and his wife hiked along Sea Lion Point Trail and 
Cypress Grove Trail, spending about an hour in the park. 

Despite the brief visit, one docent managed to connect 
with the former president when the two passed each other 
on a trail. “I worked very hard on your campaign,” she told 
him. Obama said he appreciated her efforts.

Message in the sand
She also told him he “worked very hard for the whole 

country.” He responded, “I really appreciate that.”
“I think they had a great time,” Gobell added. “They 

had smiles on their faces.”
The Obamas were in town to celebrate their 30th anni-

versary, which was Oct. 3, and they enjoyed dinner at 
Aubergine, the restaurant in L’Auberge Carmel at Monte 
Verde and Seventh, according to owner David Fink.

Fink said he was honored to meet the couple. 
“They are the sweetest people,” he said. 
Executive chef Justin Cogley said he and his team were 

“thrilled to cook for and serve” the former president and 
first lady, and pastry chef Yulanda Santos made them a 
special cake. “They were very appreciative,” he said.

The morning of their hike, the former president posted 
a message on social media to his wife, along with a photo 
taken at the beach. He also scrawled “Barack + Michelle” 
— with a heart around it — in the sand.

“Miche, after 30 years, I’m not sure why you look 
exactly the same and I don’t. I do know that I won the 
lottery that day — I couldn’t have asked for a better life 
partner,” he declared. “Happy anniversary, sweetheart!”

Obamas enjoy beaches, hiking at Pt. Lobos
By CHRIS COUNTS

FORMER PRESIDENT Barack Obama and his wife, 
Michelle, were sighted last week enjoying a popular local 
pastime — strolling along the trails at Point Lobos State 

Pit project gets 
glimmer of hope

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER GETTING kicked back by the planning com-
mission multiple times for design overhauls, the Ulrika 
Plaza project can finally move forward. Commissioners 
still had plenty of feedback and criticism for architect 
Henry Ruhnke Wednesday night to incorporate into the 
plans before he returns to the commission for a formal 
vote.

The latest design for Monaco businessman Patrice 
Pastor’s 16,000-square-foot property near the post office 
calls for four two-story buildings totaling just under 
23,000 square feet, with 
two ground-floor apartments 
and retail space, 10 upstairs 
apartments, and an under-
ground parking garage.

Pastor’s local company, 
Esperanza Carmel, sought 
community feedback for 
several months, and Ruhnke 
drew the plans based on 
their comments and feed-
back given at two prior plan-
ning commission meetings 
— when officials largely 
panned the prior proposals. Each of the four buildings now 
has a different architectural style, and they are linked on 
the second story via open walkways.

Get on with it
At the Oct. 12 meeting, Ruhnke noted he was not 

requesting any exceptions or variances and pointed out the 
buildings would come below the 30-foot height limit. Ide-
ally, he said, people will look at the finished product and 
feel it fits well in the “fabric of Carmel.”

“I think we’ve really gone the extra mile on this,” he 
said. “I think this is a good project. I think it’s something 
that really fits in.”

Many of the speakers supported the new plans and 
complimented the architect and the commission for their 
continued efforts to improve them.

Representing the Carmel Art Association next door, 

A fresh deer carcass in Big Sur proved to be an enticing meal Tuesday for a 
bobcat and a turkey vulture. Fortuitously, a photographer was lurking nearby. 
For more details, see page 14A.
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Nature red in tooth and beak

public officials and others in positions of power should 
hold themselves to higher standards, and she called Rau’s 
post “hateful and nasty.”

“I have lost trust in Ms. Rau, and I wish she would step 

InclusIon head offers apology but won’t resIgn
By KELLY NIX

THE HEAD of Pacific Grove’s “diversity” commit-
tee apologized this week for ridiculing Christians, but she 
refused calls from citizens to step down from the panel.

Tina Rau, the head of the city’s Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion Task Force, made the apology at 
the group’s online meeting Monday night.

“To those that were hurt or offended 
by my re-tweet regarding religion, I have 
come to understand that this was hurtful to 
some, and I apologize,” Rau said. “I acted 
in the heat of frustration, fear and anger, 
and I hope you will accept my sincere 
apology.”

‘Loss of trust’
Rau told The Pine Cone Sept. 13 that 

she made the Twitter post after being upset 
with the Supreme Court of the United 
States’ June decision to overturn Roe vs. 
Wade. 

In the decision, the justices said abor-
tion laws should be made by Congress and 
the state legislatures, not by the courts. 

“Buy a Bible, don’t read it, and you’ll 
be a Catholic,” according to Rau’s Aug. 7 
post. “Buy a Bible, read only what suits 
you, and you will be an Evangelical.” 

Not everyone accepted Rau’s apology 
Monday, and several citizens called for her 
to resign.

Resident Inge Lorentzen Daumer said 

See PIT page 18A

gallons of water per day versus a previously proposed 
6.4-million-gallon-per-day plant. The plan — which Cal 
Am said would provide enough water for the Peninsula 
until at least 2030 — would allow it to expand the desal 
plant’s capacity to respond to an increase in demand. A 
smaller desal plant, which Cal Am said would produce 25 
percent less water, would also limit impacts to groundwater 

Marina mayor says smaller desal plant still no good  
By KELLY NIX

CAL AM’S downsized proposal for a desal plant near 
Marina still doesn’t pass muster with the city’s mayor, 
Bruce Delgado, who says source wells for the project 
would cause environmental harm and amount to a “scar” 
on the coastline. 

Two-thirds capacity
Cal Am unveiled a plan last week to significantly 

reduce the size of its proposed desal plant by installing 
four source wells in the Marina sand dunes instead of six 
and offering an initial production capacity of 4.8 million 

See DESAL page 16A

Water district hires pricey 
public relations firm

By KELLY NIX

WITH MAJOR decisions about the future of the 
Monterey Peninsula’s water supply in the offing, the board 
of directors for the Monterey Peninsula Water Manage-
ment District this week approved a contract that will pay a 
Carmel PR firm, WellmanAd, at least $7,875 per month to 
help sharpen its public outreach.

According to the agreement, the company is required 
to work at least 45 hours per month, which sets its hourly 
rate at $175. 

The approval of the deal comes after the water district 
voted Sept. 19 to hire WellmanAd through June 30, 2023. 

Responsibilities
According to the agreement, the company will be 

responsible for “research, branding and communications; 
presentations; writing up to two press releases per month; 
print, TV and other advertising; social media messaging; 
video and website content; brochures, flyers and the dis-
trict’s annual report; and the district’s website.”

The company’s expenses are to be billed in addition to 
the monthly fee.

Third trip to 
planning 
commission 
still brings 
requests for 
major changes

See RESIGN page 17A

See PR page 25A


