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DreamsIn Your
A celebration of the Carmel lifestyle … inside this week!

fire started after a driver who might have been suicidal hit 
a power pole Oct. 2.

Leverone’s wife, Elece, “came running into the room 
and said, ‘Oh my God, there’s a fire!’ It was on the prop-
erty right next to us,” he continued. “There was smoke 
pouring from behind the house.”

Leverone dialed 911, and by the time he’d hung up, 
Monterey Police officers were there telling the roughly 

Hardworking crews Halt wildfire near Homes
By MARY SCHLEY

A SWIFT response from Cal Fire crews, assisted 
by calm winds, kept what could have been a devastating 
wildfire Sunday afternoon to a blaze that burned 5 acres of 
grassland and trees, but nothing else.

“It was a beautiful day, I was watching football, and 
all of a sudden, the light hitting the house changed — it 
turned orange,” recounted Tom Leverone, who lives in the 
Gentry Hill area off Aguajito Road in Monterey where the See FIRE page 16A

A driver who might have been trying to commit suicide ran into a power pole on Aguajito Road Sunday afternoon (left), sparking a wild-
fire that garnered a huge response from firefighters who attacked it from the ground and the air (above right).
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Street addresses 
are on the way
n Council to end century-old tradition

By MARY SCHLEY

ON TRACK to end a tradition of not having street 
addresses that dates back to 1916, the city council decided 
Tuesday to move forward with a plan to assign a number to 
every home. Adopting a conventional address system will 
end the longstanding problems cited by some residents of 
having prescriptions and other packages delivered to the 
wrong house, being awakened in the middle of the night 
by ambulance crews trying to find their patients, and even 
having trouble renewing their driver’s licenses because 
they can’t prove where they live. 

At the Oct. 4 meeting, amid the sharing of even more 
tales of woe, the city council took the momentous — for 
Carmel — step of trying to come up with an address 
system that doesn’t confuse delivery drivers and will be 
accepted for anything that requires a physical location 
instead of a post office box, but which doesn’t trigger 
home mail delivery.

City hall is where?
“Unsurprisingly, adopting a formal address system has 

been considered before” during the city’s 106-year his-
tory, administrative analyst Emily Garay said at the Oct. 4 
council meeting. “Both stances and every opinion voiced 
in between have demonstrated the active engagement of 
council and residents and local government throughout 
Carmel-by-the-Sea’s history.”

While recognizing the multiple problems that come 
with not having street addresses, the council has repeat-
edly decided not to have home mail delivery, instead pre-
ferring to continue requiring residents to go to the post 
office to collect their letters, magazines and other items. 

Tradition has had people naming their homes or posting 
their physical locations on their doors or fences — such 
as “Lincoln 2 NE of Sixth” — in efforts to help people 
locate them, but even longtime residents can find such 

See ADDRESSES page 18Aenvironmental impacts, which could appease critics of the 
water project.

In a letter Wednesday to the coastal commission, Cal-
ifornia American Water official Ian Crooks outlined the 
utility’s proposal for a “phased approach” for the desal 
plant, which would include four source wells instead of six 
and an initial production capacity of 4.8 million gallons of 
water per day versus the 6.4 million-gallon-per-day plant 
the company had sought.

“This phased approach would give Cal Am sufficient 
additional water supplies 
to meet its expected water 
needs by 2030, while main-
taining the flexibility to 
add additional production 
wells when water supplies 
are required in the future,” 
Crooks said in an email to 
coastal commission staffer 
Tom Luster. 

The smaller desal facility 
would initially use about 25 
percent less source water, 
which Cal Am said would 

limit the project’s potential impacts to groundwater 
resources and wetlands. 

Allay concerns?
The desal proposal is part of the so-called Monterey 

Peninsula Water Supply Project, which also includes a 
wastewater reclamation project in Marina, aquifer storage 
and recovery in Seaside, and other components. 

Coastal commissioners are expected to consider 
Cal Am’s desal proposal at a Nov. 17 meeting in 

Cal Am scales back desal, offers ‘phased’ plan
By KELLY NIX

SIX WEEKS before the California Coastal Commis-
sion is expected to consider Cal Am’s proposed desalina-
tion plant for the Monterey Peninsula, the company this 
week announced a plan to significantly reduce the size 
of the project — a step it said would trim costs, reduce 

See DESAL page 19A

Council decides to go 
diesel for new firetruck
n Electric still years away

By MARY SCHLEY

JUST A few years from now, California may be plan-
ning to eliminate the sale of new gasoline-powered cars, 
but it’s still far too early to be thinking of buying an elec-
tric fire engine, the city council concluded.

For one thing, an electric fire engine would cost up to 
$2 million, while its diesel counterpart costs $880,000. 
Maintenance could also cost more, depending on battery 
life and replacement, and there are doubts whether the 
power grid could be relied on to provide enough power 
to charge it. And there are only three on the streets in the 
United States, according to Police Chief Alan Ward. With 
so many uncertainties, the council decided to go with a 
new diesel engine from Pierce Manufacturing, instead.

The city owns two fire engines — a 2000 E-One with 
Male tarantulas are searching for mates this month — and it will 
likely be the last thing they ever do. See Page 9A.

PHOTO/JACKSON BROOKE

Why did the spider
cross the road?

See TRUCK page 25A

Less water 
now, but the 
ability to 
provide more 
in the future




