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Flagging has been installed at The Pit (top) to show the profile of what owner Patrice Pastor plans to build there, as depicted in a  
rendering (above) prepared by his architects. The planning commission, which asked Pastor to revise the first set of plans he submit-
ted last year, is set to weigh in on the revised concept March 9.
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Fired cop sues
P.G., police chief 
and city manager
n Claim: Free speech rights violated 
and career ruined

By KELLY NIX

THE FORMER Pacific Grove Police Officer of the 
Year who was fired in early 2021 for expressing what city 
officials felt were unacceptable political views has filed a 
hard-hitting, 30-page federal lawsuit against the city, its 
police chief and city man-
ager, alleging they ruined 
his career as a police offi-
cer and violated his First 
Amendment rights to free 
speech. He’s seeking more 
than $1 million in damages. 

Michael Gonzalez, 31, 
a Hispanic man who had 
an exemplary record while 
employed with the Pacific 
Grove Police Department 
for four years, was termi-
nated on Jan. 13, 2021, 
for using an anonymous 
account on a social media 
site to criticize the Black 
Lives Matter political 
movement and to express 
support for Kyle Ritten-
house, the man who was acquitted last November for 
killing two people during riots in Kenosha, Wis., in the 
summer of 2020.

Gonzalez filed the civil complaint Tuesday in the 

See COP page 25A

The Pine Cone asked the health department why the 
inoculation numbers for Blacks and Native Americans are 
disproportionately low and whether the agency believes 
the groups — for some reason — don’t have as much 
access to the vaccine. The explanation was surprising.

“Lack of access likely oversimplifies why some racial 
and ethnic groups have lower vaccination rates,” health 
department spokeswoman Karen Smith told The Pine 
Cone. “Individuals from both groups may have a distrust 

of government due to a history of institu-
tional racism.”

Not ‘true number’
Smith didn’t elaborate on the institutional 

racism claim, but she went on to offer other 
possible reasons for low vaccination rates 
among specific ethnic groups, including that 
vaccination data may not reflect the “true 
number of vaccinated individuals in these 
groups.”

“Race information is sometimes not 
included or not coded correctly when people 
register for their vaccination appointments,” 

she said.
Yet, the county relies on the data for races with high 

vaccination rates. Asian and Hispanic residents are the 
most immunized in Monterey County, at 78 percent, while 

Poor vaccination rates for some mystify officials
n Blacks, Native Americans far behind 
Hispanics, Asians and Whites

By KELLY NIX

ABOUT 83 percent of Monterey County residents 
have gotten at least one dose of the Covid-19 vaccine, a 
laudable figure. So why is the immunization rate for Black 
and Native American residents trailing 
in the county? There is no clear answer, 
according to health officials.

In a Covid-19 update to the Monterey 
County Board of Supervisors Feb. 8, health 
officer Dr. Ed Moreno presented data show-
ing that the proportion of Asian, Hispanic 
and White residents having received at least 
one dose of the vaccine was in the mid to 
high 70th percentile.

Not a surprise?
The data also showed that the first-dose 

immunization rate for Black residents is 
47 percent, while it’s not much better at 51 percent for 
“American Indians or Native Alaskans.” 

Despite a lot of talk from elected officials early in 
the pandemic about vaccination and health “equity,” the 
supervisors didn’t blink at the bleak immunization figures 
for those groups. See VACCINATIONS page 16A

Judge asked to dismiss 
Verizon lawsuit

By MARY SCHLEY

WHEN THE city council denied an application from 
Verizon Wireless to install a cell tower and other equipment 
on a power pole at Carmelo and Ninth and approved a res-
olution stating the reasons for that decision last December, 
representatives of the telecom giant knew all about it. So 
their argument that the city failed to give them proper writ-
ten notice of the denial by a federal deadline is a sham, and 
the company’s lawsuit against the city should be thrown 
out, according to legal documents filed last week.

Verizon sued the city in U.S District Court Jan. 18 

it languished when developers Bob Leidig and Michael 
Draper ran out of money, is set to have another hearing 
in front of the planning commission March 9, according 
to planning director Brandon Swanson.

“We were, of course, disappointed with the feedback 
we received at the last meeting, as we were proud of 
the mixed Tudor and Mediterranean-style architecture 
which we felt was very well suited for Carmel,” said 
Chris Mitchell, managing director for Pastor’s local 

company, Esperanza Carmel LLC. “We are confi-
dent that our new design addresses all of the feed-
back received.”

Lower profile
The new plans for what Pastor has dubbed Ulrika 

Plaza call for wood-sided buildings in various 
styles, some with dormers and one with a mansard 
roof, incorporating retail space on the ground floor 
and living space upstairs. 

He said he and the design team “have taken a 
lot of time to reflect, consider and implement the 
feedback we received following the last plan-
ning meeting from both the City of Carmel as 

Hearing set on revised plans for The Pit 
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER BEING sent back to the drawing board by 
the planning commission in April 2021, Patrice Pas-
tor overhauled his proposal for the long delayed con-
struction project at Dolores and Fifth that’s come to be 
known as The Pit. 

The Monaco businessman, who stepped in to take 
over the partially completed project in March 2020 after 

See THE PIT page 19A

Michael Gonzalez

A simulation shows a proposed cell tower that’s at the center of a 
lawsuit between Verizon and the city, which is asking a judge to 
dismiss the case.

See VERIZON page 14A

Three groups 
at more than 
75 percent, 
but others at 
less than 50

HEALTHYLifestylesLifestyles Over-the-counter reading glasses, age-related macular 
degeneration and delicious risotto … Inside this week!


