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At the filming of “Where’s Marty?” in 2006, Betty White and Lydia Moran do a 
scene on a bench in Piccadilly Park.
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charities. While most involved animal welfare, one that 
didn’t was the short film, “Where’s Marty?” produced in 
2006 by the Monterey Film Commission as a fundraiser. 
When director and screenwriter Nola Rocco contacted 
White and asked her to be in the film, the actress agreed.

In her scene, White sat on a park bench in Piccadilly 

Betty White’s generosity made her famous here
n Ribera Road was where her heart was

By CHRIS COUNTS

BETTY WHITE may have been an icon in Holly-
wood who owned a home not far from the bright lights of 
the Sunset Strip, according to widespread media reports, 
but Carmel was where she longed to be during her final 
days.

Just two weeks short of her 100th birthday, 
White died “peacefully in her sleep” on New 
Year’s Eve in her Los Angeles home. She 
had been staying there because she needed 
at-home care, according to various reports.

Perhaps it’s easier to hire a caregiver in 
a big city. But a building on Ribera Road 
with a magnificent view of Point Lobos was 
White’s true home. In 1978, she and her hus-
band, Allen Ludden, bought a lot there for 
$170,000 and built a 3,600-square-foot home. 
Sadly, Ludden died just weeks after it was 
completed three years later.

One of our own
Yet White kept the home as a getaway 

and spent much time here over the past four 
decades. With her legendary sense of humor 
and her generosity for causes benefiting ani-
mals, she endeared herself to Carmelites, who 
happily embraced her as one of their own. 

She was an ardent contributor to local 

See WHITE page 18A

School district 
sidelines sports, bus 
routes as virus spikes

By MARY SCHLEY

DOZENS OF kids at Carmel Unified Schools are out 
with Covid, as are 30 of the district’s 400 faculty and staff 
members, superintendent Ted Knight said Thursday. As a 
result, officials are scrambling to keep the schools open 
and shutting down activities that aren’t mandatory.

“We are definitely seeing increased numbers,” he told 
The Pine Cone.

Knight speculated part of the reason is that the district 
distributed 1,455 take-home Covid tests to 80 percent of 
the staff and just over half of CUSD’s nearly 2,500 stu-
dents before the holiday break. And with increased testing 
comes a higher number of positive cases.

“We were one of the few districts that got take-
home tests before the winter break,” he said, and some 
kids tested positive Sunday and Monday, before classes 
resumed Tuesday, though he didn’t know how many.

‘Biggest surge’
On Jan. 4, the first day of school after the break, the 

district received reports of 18 more positive cases among 
students, and an equal number on Wednesday.

“It’s definitely the biggest surge we’ve had, but not out 
of this world,” he said, adding that most of the cases are 
very mild or asymptomatic, with no one severely ill.

“The key is isolating them,” he said.
One Carmel High parent expressed frustration after 

Moreno: oMicron 
causing Most cases 
n County asks state for more test kits

By KELLY NIX

THE WAVE of Covid-19 infections in Monterey 
County — doubling the number of hospitalizations and the 
rate of new cases in a little more than a week — is being 
caused mostly by the omicron variant, which now dom-
inates the majority of new infections, according to tests 
conducted by the county health department.

And as infections continue to increase, so has the 
demand for testing, which has led county health officer 
Dr. Ed Moreno to ask the state for help.

During a press briefing Wednesday, Moreno said that 
the omicron variant has taken over as the most common 
variant in the county, like it has in many parts of the

See SCHOOLS page 16A

The roof caved in last June, and the rest of it’s leaning precarious-
ly toward the neighbor to the north. After years of being covered 
in vegetation, the century-plus-old cabin where Robinson Jeffers 
once lived is now visible. See story page 8A.
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Trying to keep it intact
See OMICRON page 29A

dump their unwanted food.
The city and its waste hauler, GreenWaste Recovery, 

have two years to educate and inform people about the 
requirements, with enforcement, including the deploy-
ment of people to check everyone’s garbage bins, begin-
ning in 2024.

If a new composting law falls in the forest ....
n Time to start putting food scraps in 
the green bin, but does anybody know?

By MARY SCHLEY

WHAT’S BEEN described as the biggest change in 
garbage laws in 30 years went into effect Jan. 1, likely 
without many people knowing. The far-reaching state law 
aims to cut the amount of methane generated from Cali-
fornia landfills by drastically cutting the amounts of food 
waste, paper products and wood that end up in the trash.

The law includes many requirements focused on recy-
cling, but the most major change is how people handle 
their kitchen waste.

As of Saturday, residents are required to put all their 
food scraps — except for liquids, used grease and raw 
meat, which go in the garbage — in their green bins.

Moldy? No problem!
That 3-week-old leftover spaghetti in the fridge you 

forgot about? Scrape it into the green bin and toss the dirty 
takeout container in the trash, even if it’s “compostable” 
cardboard. Uneaten cat food? Yard-waste bin. Coffee 
grounds, remnants from the mayonnaise jar, the bits of 
salad left on your plate, rib bones, soggy hamburger buns, 
freezer-burned items that are no longer edible — it all goes 
in the green bin, now, and you can’t bag it first.

Businesses, too, have to provide bins for customers to 

See SCRAPS page 15A

Fish bones, yes. Sour milk, no. A waste district graphic shows what 
must and what must not end up in your yard-waste bin as of Jan. 1.

Parklets get April 20 
deadline for removal

By MARY SCHLEY

THE TEMPORARY outdoor dining areas set up by 
restaurants during the pandemic must go by April 20, the 
city council decided Tuesday. And at next month’s meet-
ing, council members will come up with recommendations 
for the planning commission on what kind of outdoor 
setup — if anything — should replace them.

During the discussion at the Jan. 4 council meeting, a 
few members of the public weighed in against parklets, 
complaining that they’re unsightly, take up parking and 
keep people from visiting downtown stores, while oth-
ers, mostly owners of restaurants, tasting rooms and bars, 
pleaded with the council to let them stay, especially as 
Covid cases are surging and people continue asking to eat 
outdoors.

Councilwoman Carrie Theis sided with the pro-par-
klet contingent, saying she has “known five people in the 
last week who have gotten Covid,” mostly from family 
get-togethers. 

Theis agreed the temporary parklets are looking shabby 
and said it’s important they be kept tidy until they’re 
removed, but she asked the council to move on to the dis-
cussion of making outdoor dining permanent, as a survey 
several months ago indicated most people want.

A permanent solution
“Let’s have the planning commission take a look at this 

so we can get away from temporary and look at what a 
permanent solution would look like in a Carmel way,” she 
said.

Mayor Dave Potter said he’d like to “see some much 
more rigid enforcement” of trash removal and other rules 
imposed on restaurant parklets, and councilwoman Karen 
Ferlito complained that many of the dining platforms are 
not ADA compliant.

See PARKLETS page 19A


