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At the filming of “Where’s Marty?” in 2006, Betty White and Lydia Moran do a 
scene on a bench in Piccadilly Park.

PHOTO/MONTEREY COUNTY FILM COMMISSION

charities. While most involved animal welfare, one that 
didn’t was the short film, “Where’s Marty?” produced in 
2006 by the Monterey Film Commission as a fundraiser. 
When director and screenwriter Nola Rocco contacted 
White and asked her to be in the film, the actress agreed.

In her scene, White sat on a park bench in Piccadilly 

Betty White’s generosity made her famous here
n Ribera Road was where her heart was

By CHRIS COUNTS

BETTY WHITE may have been an icon in Holly-
wood who owned a home not far from the bright lights of 
the Sunset Strip, according to widespread media reports, 
but Carmel was where she longed to be during her final 
days.

Just two weeks short of her 100th birthday, 
White died “peacefully in her sleep” on New 
Year’s Eve in her Los Angeles home. She 
had been staying there because she needed 
at-home care, according to various reports.

Perhaps it’s easier to hire a caregiver in 
a big city. But a building on Ribera Road 
with a magnificent view of Point Lobos was 
White’s true home. In 1978, she and her hus-
band, Allen Ludden, bought a lot there for 
$170,000 and built a 3,600-square-foot home. 
Sadly, Ludden died just weeks after it was 
completed three years later.

One of our own
Yet White kept the home as a getaway 

and spent much time here over the past four 
decades. With her legendary sense of humor 
and her generosity for causes benefiting ani-
mals, she endeared herself to Carmelites, who 
happily embraced her as one of their own. 

She was an ardent contributor to local 

See WHITE page 18A

School district 
sidelines sports, bus 
routes as virus spikes

By MARY SCHLEY

DOZENS OF kids at Carmel Unified Schools are out 
with Covid, as are 30 of the district’s 400 faculty and staff 
members, superintendent Ted Knight said Thursday. As a 
result, officials are scrambling to keep the schools open 
and shutting down activities that aren’t mandatory.

“We are definitely seeing increased numbers,” he told 
The Pine Cone.

Knight speculated part of the reason is that the district 
distributed 1,455 take-home Covid tests to 80 percent of 
the staff and just over half of CUSD’s nearly 2,500 stu-
dents before the holiday break. And with increased testing 
comes a higher number of positive cases.

“We were one of the few districts that got take-
home tests before the winter break,” he said, and some 
kids tested positive Sunday and Monday, before classes 
resumed Tuesday, though he didn’t know how many.

‘Biggest surge’
On Jan. 4, the first day of school after the break, the 

district received reports of 18 more positive cases among 
students, and an equal number on Wednesday.

“It’s definitely the biggest surge we’ve had, but not out 
of this world,” he said, adding that most of the cases are 
very mild or asymptomatic, with no one severely ill.

“The key is isolating them,” he said.
One Carmel High parent expressed frustration after 

Moreno: oMicron 
causing Most cases 
n County asks state for more test kits

By KELLY NIX

THE WAVE of Covid-19 infections in Monterey 
County — doubling the number of hospitalizations and the 
rate of new cases in a little more than a week — is being 
caused mostly by the omicron variant, which now dom-
inates the majority of new infections, according to tests 
conducted by the county health department.

And as infections continue to increase, so has the 
demand for testing, which has led county health officer 
Dr. Ed Moreno to ask the state for help.

During a press briefing Wednesday, Moreno said that 
the omicron variant has taken over as the most common 
variant in the county, like it has in many parts of the

See SCHOOLS page 16A

The roof caved in last June, and the rest of it’s leaning precarious-
ly toward the neighbor to the north. After years of being covered 
in vegetation, the century-plus-old cabin where Robinson Jeffers 
once lived is now visible. See story page 8A.

PHOTO/PAUL FALWORTH

Trying to keep it intact
See OMICRON page 29A

dump their unwanted food.
The city and its waste hauler, GreenWaste Recovery, 

have two years to educate and inform people about the 
requirements, with enforcement, including the deploy-
ment of people to check everyone’s garbage bins, begin-
ning in 2024.

If a new composting law falls in the forest ....
n Time to start putting food scraps in 
the green bin, but does anybody know?

By MARY SCHLEY

WHAT’S BEEN described as the biggest change in 
garbage laws in 30 years went into effect Jan. 1, likely 
without many people knowing. The far-reaching state law 
aims to cut the amount of methane generated from Cali-
fornia landfills by drastically cutting the amounts of food 
waste, paper products and wood that end up in the trash.

The law includes many requirements focused on recy-
cling, but the most major change is how people handle 
their kitchen waste.

As of Saturday, residents are required to put all their 
food scraps — except for liquids, used grease and raw 
meat, which go in the garbage — in their green bins.

Moldy? No problem!
That 3-week-old leftover spaghetti in the fridge you 

forgot about? Scrape it into the green bin and toss the dirty 
takeout container in the trash, even if it’s “compostable” 
cardboard. Uneaten cat food? Yard-waste bin. Coffee 
grounds, remnants from the mayonnaise jar, the bits of 
salad left on your plate, rib bones, soggy hamburger buns, 
freezer-burned items that are no longer edible — it all goes 
in the green bin, now, and you can’t bag it first.

Businesses, too, have to provide bins for customers to 

See SCRAPS page 15A

Fish bones, yes. Sour milk, no. A waste district graphic shows what 
must and what must not end up in your yard-waste bin as of Jan. 1.

Parklets get April 20 
deadline for removal

By MARY SCHLEY

THE TEMPORARY outdoor dining areas set up by 
restaurants during the pandemic must go by April 20, the 
city council decided Tuesday. And at next month’s meet-
ing, council members will come up with recommendations 
for the planning commission on what kind of outdoor 
setup — if anything — should replace them.

During the discussion at the Jan. 4 council meeting, a 
few members of the public weighed in against parklets, 
complaining that they’re unsightly, take up parking and 
keep people from visiting downtown stores, while oth-
ers, mostly owners of restaurants, tasting rooms and bars, 
pleaded with the council to let them stay, especially as 
Covid cases are surging and people continue asking to eat 
outdoors.

Councilwoman Carrie Theis sided with the pro-par-
klet contingent, saying she has “known five people in the 
last week who have gotten Covid,” mostly from family 
get-togethers. 

Theis agreed the temporary parklets are looking shabby 
and said it’s important they be kept tidy until they’re 
removed, but she asked the council to move on to the dis-
cussion of making outdoor dining permanent, as a survey 
several months ago indicated most people want.

A permanent solution
“Let’s have the planning commission take a look at this 

so we can get away from temporary and look at what a 
permanent solution would look like in a Carmel way,” she 
said.

Mayor Dave Potter said he’d like to “see some much 
more rigid enforcement” of trash removal and other rules 
imposed on restaurant parklets, and councilwoman Karen 
Ferlito complained that many of the dining platforms are 
not ADA compliant.

See PARKLETS page 19A
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

STROLLING THE shoreline in the Hamptons, a cou-
ple encountered a dog that was so cuddly and cute, it 
was kinda like a child’s favorite comfort toy. So, it was 
love at first sight. 

Having never seen a dog like him, they had no sense 
of his breed or disposition, but they wanted one. The 
dog’s person called him a Lagotto Romagnolo, a water 
dog with origins in Romagna, Italy.

And then, on an airplane on their way home, the 
couple met a passenger who couldn’t stop talking 
about his dog, and was certain his seatmates had 
never heard of a Lagotto Romagnolo. They took it as 
a sign and didn’t part ways until they had the name of 
his breeder.

“The Missouri breeder, who happened to have a new 
litter, sent us videos of the puppies and gave us our 
pick,” they said. “She also offered us three levels of 
training, the most comprehensive of which meant we’d 
get our puppy at 9 months.”

The couple liked the idea of a fully trained dog but 
didn’t want to wait nine months to receive their little 
“Gabrielle.” After Covid caused a delay in her delivery, 
Gabby got home at 9 months, after all.

Gabby’s couple, who divide their time between Ath-

erton and Carmel, about a block from the end of the 
beach, sheltered through the storm of the pandemic by 
the sea. It was a perfect place, they said, to get to know 
Gabby.

“A little over 2 years old, Gabby is well behaved,” her 
person said, “but she’s a bit of a’ Covid canine,’ having 
gotten used to our constant presence and attention. 
She’s loving but shy, so we’re working on that.”

Hoping to find a friend for Gabby, the couple looked 
for a rare Lagotto Romagnolo sighting on the streets of 
Carmel and actually found one. The two have already 
enjoyed some playdates. 

Gabby got home

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

Welcome In The New Year!

Gift Certificates are available! 
Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment; All 
treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your appointment 
by calling our offices today. All offers expire January 31, 2022.

Take Time for You                
Botox at $12.00 per unit, 

Juvederm®XC filler 1mL syringe at $700 each.
LIMELIGHT $300.00 per treatment, 

a $150 per treatment savings. 

Schedule a consultation about our new Micro-needling/RF 
(Radio Frequency) machine!  The results are amazing!

831-625-8106
carmel plaza • ocean ave

shop now at khakisofcarmel.com

sport coat
sale

soft jackets
sport coats
sneakers
sweaters
trousers
shirts
polos
+ more

new 
arrivals

coat

Guiding you through the 
Senior Living Process!

Laura Ruggieri (831) 402-9909
Laura@eppmp.com | www.eppmp.com

- Extensive Knowledge of Assisted Living, Memory Care 
and Residential Care Homes in Monterey County

- Tour Appropriate Community with a 
Trusted Local Senior Living Advisor

A FREE Service - No Cost to You

AFRP 
ADOPTION 
CENTERS

Bob may not have a tail, but he does have a tale, 
after coming to AFRP as a neglected stray. Despite 
a rough past he’s a friendly and gentle boy that 
loves sitting on laps and asking for chin-scratches. 
If you are busy, Bob is great at entertaining himself. 
Visit the AFRP website to read more about Bob 
and fill out an online application. 

MANX  •  5 YEARS  •  MELLOW  •  GOOD WITH DOGS
A MANX WITH A TALE!

Bob

299 LIGHTHOUSE, MONTEREY • 831–649–3083
16,000 SQUARE FEET OF COLLECTABLE DESIGN

—WINTER CLEARANCE—

S A L E
26200 Carmel Rancho Blvd    831-626-7555

Open 9-6 Daily   TheRawConnection.com

Improve
Your Dogs’ 
Health in 
2022 by 
adding
Fresh Food
to their Diet!

Improve
Your Dogs’
Health in 
2022 by 
adding
Fresh Food
to their Diet!

The Arnold Team 2021 Luxury Sales

Rebecca
831.241.2600

REALTOR®  |  DRE#01706104

Geoff
831.297.3890

REALTOR®  |  DRE#02036451

Arnold-Team@CarmelRealtyCompany.com 
Arnold-Team.com 

Carmel  ■  SP: $8,088,178  ■  Represented Buyer

Corral de Tierra  ■  SP: $1,940,000  ■  Represented Seller
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Represented Buyers

Pasadera  ■  SP: $3,650,000

Pasadera  ■  SP: $3,100,000

Carmel  ■  SP: $2,250,000

Pacific Grove  ■  SP: $2,150,000

Carmel  ■  SP: $6,350,000

Pacific Grove  ■  SP: $5,800,000

Carmel  ■  SP: $2,700,000

Carmel Valley  ■  SP: $1,930,000

A Collaborative Approach to Real Estate



January 7, 2022 The Carmel Pine Cone                         3A

JOB FAIR
Monday, January 10, 2022

8A.M. – 12P.M.

Tuesday, January 11, 2022
3A.M. – 7P.M.

The Lodge at Pebble Beach Conference Center 
1700 17 Mile Drive, Pebble Beach

(Tournament Dates: January 31 – February 6)

Interviews on the spot
Applicants must be able to work 

February 4 – February 6

Onsite interviews will be conducted for 
the �following positions:

Servers, bartenders, bussers, cashiers, cooks, valets, 
housekeepers, shuttle drivers, stewards, retail sales 

and many more!

Please come prepared to provide proof 
of �employment eligibility.

Masks will be required.

Questions: (831) 649-7657

AT&T PEBBLE BEACH PRO-AM
Temporary Special Event

c  831. 214 .19 9 0 
TimAllenProperties.com

DRE#00891159

A  PORTFOLIO  OF

World-Class
Luxury Rentals

www.TIMALLENLUXURYRENTALS.com

Available for AT&T Pro Am

8

See GLASS page 28A

Among its most remarkable features are 
the large arched entrance and matching 
Moorish arched windows, Carmel stone 
base and wood gates, and a distinctive, 
quatrefoil window frame above the entry. 

Moriarty bought it more than a year ago 
for $4.25 million under the name Dolores 
& 7th LLC. On Tuesday, he asked the coun-
cil to overturn the planning commission’s 
decision and allow him to proceed with the 
overhaul, which also include a seismic ret-

elevator, a new skylight, and new windows 
and doors.

“Everyone thinks that an Abbey Road- 
level recording studio is an exciting 
improvement for this abandoned build-
ing,” Carver told the council Jan. 4. “This 

While the planning commission two 
months ago decided Carver should put the 
sound wall inside rather than in the entry-
way, where the glass might be seen from 
the street, he said that proposal “seriously 
compromises the sound isolation from 

Dolores Street.”

Ultra-clear
Carver changed the plans 

slightly so the old wood gates 
in front of the building could 
be opened and shut, rather 
than pinned open, and “ultra-

will be used.
“The whole building is 

unchanged, basically, except 
for this necessary sound 
lock,” he said, and the federal 
Secretary of the Interior’s 
standards allow for measures 
like this to facilitate new uses 
for historic buildings.

Council OKs glass wall inside 
China Art entry for sound studio

By MARY SCHLEY

THE GLASS wall and door proposed 
for the vestibule of the China Art Center 
— a necessary component for convert-
ing the old building into a recording stu-
dio — are OK after all, the city council 
unanimously decided Tuesday, when it 
overturned the planning commission’s 
decision that the entryway should remain 

somewhere else. 
The hearing, which was victorious for 

owner Sean Moriarty and architect Rob 
Carver, marked the fourth on their plans to 
renovate the long defunct historic building 
on Dolores north of Seventh. 

Designed by San Francisco architect 
H.H. Winner and constructed in 1929 by 
noted local builder Hugh Comstock and 
subcontractor M.J. Murphy in the Mission 
Revival style, the building was originally a 
trust and savings bank and was later remod-
eled to become the Carmel Museum of Art 
in 1967 and then the China Art Center. 

A rendering shows the glass wall and door inside the vestibule 
of the China Art Center, which will become a recording studio.

RENDERING/STUDIO CARVER

Monterey Showroom
8am to 4pm Monday through Friday 

and by appointment 831.375.7811

S U M M I T  F U R N I T U R E ,  I N C . | 8 3 1 . 3 7 5 . 7 8 1 1  | S U M M I T F U R N I T U R E . C O M

M O N T E R E Y    L O S   A N G E L E S    S A N  F R A N C I S C O    L O N D O N    M O N AC O 

5  H A R R I S  C O U RT   BU I L D I N G  W   M O N T E R E Y  C A  9 3 9 4 0

C O M E  V I S I T  U S  A T  O U R

HIGHEST QUALITY TEAK OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
AND PERFORMANCE FABRICS

DINING  TABLES • DINING  CHAIRS • OCCASIONAL  TABLES • COFFEE  

TABLES • LOUNGE CHAIRS • OTTOMANS • SOFAS • BAR CHAIRS 

DAY BEDS • CONSOLES • OUTDOOR FABRICS

O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C

Summit_PineCone_AC903_Jan 7.PRESS.indd   1 1/6/22   12:01 PM



4A      The Carmel Pine Cone      January 7, 2022

Police &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 8RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Dec. 7 — The Real Estate Fraud Unit of 

charges against 10 persons the People allege 

Each defendant is charged with one count 
of false advertising in violation of Business 
and Professions Code section 17500, and 
one count of practicing real estate without a 
license in violation of Business and Profes-

-

-
ternational Escapes’ services, and engaged in 
conduct constituting the unlicensed practice 

-

for the vacation ownership and resort devel-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

Maybe it was a scooter biathlete

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19

-

 Wallet reported lost 

-
sulted in a citation for driving on a suspended 

-

Deputies responded to re-
port of a prowler on Riverside Place at 0314 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 20

-
-

 Report of suspi-
-

-

-

-

 Two scarves found 

H -

See GAVEL page 15RE
 in the Real Estate Section

Clark’s Carmel StoneClark’s Carmel Stone
(831) 385-4000

100 Airport Drive,
King City
Delivery Available

www.carmelstone.biz                  clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

Jerry Solomon
Master Barber

Tuesday to Friday 8:30 to 5:30 
Saturday 8:30 to 3:00

Located in Morgan Court
On Lincoln St, 

Between Ocean Ave. & 7th Ave.
Suite 6, Carmel-by-the-Sea

831-375-8571

Magnificent Selection - 10 minutes from Carmel

SHOWROOM SALE Friday & Saturday 11-4

  BIOT Handblown Glass - Dishtowels - Runners 
   Olivewood - ALZIARI Olive Oil & Soap

FRENCH TABLECLOTHS

605a California Ave, Surprising SAND CITY
Hwy 1 to exit 403 (Hwy 218-Seaside) follow to Del Monte Blvd. Turn left.  Continue to Contra Costa St.

Turn left.  Follow to California Ave. Turn right.  605 is just past City Hall.   831-392-7787

aiX

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      DRE: 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

www.SPCAmc.org

Kitties 
of the Week

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information about adopting Princess & Rio.
Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

Rio 1 year old

“SPCA for Monterey County Veterinary clinic is taking appointments 
for spay/neuter!  Go to www.spcamc.org to make an appointment online.

Hi, I’m Rio. I came to the SPCA because 
my owner could no longer care for me. 
I know that I may not look very friend-
ly, but when you spend some time with 
me, you’ll learn what a wonderful and 
loving companion I am.

Hello, my name is Princess! I am a very 
affectionate kitty and would love to cud-
dle in your lap and purr. I hope you can 
spend some time getting to know me 
today!

Princess 2 years old
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Experienced 
Well-Trained 

Trustworthy
Safety Keeper
Drug-Screened
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Monterey’s Premier Independent 
Mercedes Service with over

200 Combined Years of Experience
• Now servicing BMW’s
• Factory Trained Technicians
• Free Shuttle Service Available
• 36 mos/36,000 mile nationwide warranty
• Free roadside assistance

See ROBBERY page 30A

juvenile, ran into the store carrying at least 
one sledgehammer and a claw hammer. 
They smashed display cases and grabbed 
precious jewelry before being chased off 
by the store’s armed security guard, who 
ran up the street after them as they jumped 
back in the waiting car.

“In fear for their safety, one employee 
ran out of the building while the other two 
employees concealed themselves in a room 
and triggered the alarm,” deputy district 
attorney Cecilia Sinohui said.

No one was injured.

Still in jail
Carmel police quickly alerted other 

agencies on the Peninsula to be on the 
lookout for the SUV, which not long after 

1 near Imjin Parkway. The rented Toyota 
only had two of the four suspects in it, 
though: 19-year-old Elijah Juarez and the 
unnamed 16-year-old.

Martis went to the location of the 
vehicle stop in Marina and arrested both 
teens. Juarez has since pleaded not guilty 
to three counts of second-degree robbery 
using a deadly weapon — a sledgeham-
mer — and remains in Monterey County 
Jail on $165,000 bail. He is also charged 

Juvenile guilty in Fourtane robbery
 Another in jail, 

two still loose
By MARY SCHLEY

THE 16-YEAR-OLD arrested in the 
Dec. 7, 2021, robbery of Fourtané Jewelers 
was found guilty on three counts of rob-
bery Tuesday, Carmel Police Cmdr. Jeff 

Martis and Cpl. Rachelle Lightfoot inves-
tigated the robbery and attended the court 
hearing presided over by Monterey County 
Superior Court Judge Pam Butler.

Juvenile proceedings are closed to the 
public, and defendants’ names are kept 

announced Wednesday that Butler deliv-
ered the equivalent of a guilty verdict 
against the minor, a resident of Stockton, 
for committing “three counts of robbery 
against three Fourtané Jewelers victim 
employees in Carmel.”

One of four
Wearing black hoodies and masks, four 

people drove up to the high-end jewelry 
store at the corner of Lincoln and Ocean in 
a newer-model black SUV with no license 
plates shortly before 5 p.m. Dec. 7. Three 
of the vehicle’s occupants, including the 

Patrol. She wasn’t in a marked crosswalk 
and stepped into the path of a westbound 
2012 Chevy van driven by a 72-year-old 
female Carmel Valley resident.

The driver swerved to the left to avoid 
Calcagno but hit her with the front of the 
van, throwing her to the ground. 

The driver stopped and tried to help the 
injured elderly woman, who nonetheless 
succumbed to her injuries, according to the 
CHP. Drugs and alcohol were not factors 
in the crash.

C.V. WOMAN KILLED CROSSING ROAD
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

AN 86-YEAR-OLD Carmel Val-
ley woman was killed Sunday night after 
being hit by a van while crossing Carmel 
Valley Road in the Village. Consuelo Cal-
cagno died of multiple blunt force injuries, 
according to Monterey County Sheriff’s 
Cmdr. Derrel Simpson.

The collision occurred just before 7 
p.m. Jan. 2, as Calcagno tried to cross the 
road, according to the California Highway 

FJORN-CPC-01072022.indd   2 1/6/22   12:22 PM
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Putting Your Wealth to Work for You...
Our clients are always our sole focus.
As the Founder of  Ford Financial Group, I have provided 

individuals and businesses for more than 30 years. As a 

services to the Carmel area.

Carole R. Ford, MS, CFP® 

Founder 

CA Insurance Lic #0727203

126 Clock Tower Place, Suite 208 

Carmel, CA 93923 

P: 831-574-8350

5260 N. Palm, Suite 221 

Fresno, CA 93704 

P: 559.449.8690

 info@fordfg.com www.FordFG.com TF: 855.449.8669 
Investment advice is offered through Ford Financial Group, a Registered Investment Advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial. Carole R. Ford is a Registered Representative with and 
securities are offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/ SIPC.

204 CARMEL AVENUE • MARINA, CA
831-384-0925 • www.CASINOMONTEREY.com

REINDOLLAR

HILLCREST

CARMEL

PALM

D
EL

 M
O

N
TE

 B
LV

D

MARINA

Just minutes from
Downtown Monterey

Why travel when you can
play in your own backyard.

1-800-GAMBLER • GEGA-003846, GEGA-GEGA-003703, GEGA-000889 GEGA-000891 GEGA-002838

THE MARINA CLUB CASINO ENSURES THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF ALL GUESTS
AND TEAM MEMBERS AT ALL TIMES, WHILE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

FULL BAR

WHERE MONTEREY COMES TO PLAY

“More Bonuses. Higher Payouts. 
Better Baccarat.”

• 1,500 SQ. FT.
OF GAMING

• 3 CARD POKER
• BLACKJACK

• BACCARAT

• TEXAS HOLD’EM

YEAR END CLEARANCE SALE

San Carlos St. btwn Ocean Ave. & 7th, Carmel-by-the Sea
831.626.7100 • InteriorsByAmbiance.com • Wed-Sat 11-5

EVERYTHING MUST GO
50-70% off

Happy 
New Year!

spikes in cases.
“It’s getting more and more challenging for me to be 

extremely supportive of getting back to in-person because 
of the unknowns,” Rerig continued, even with rapid tests 

which will be provided to members of the public if they 
arrive without theirs. “If you told me to try for March or 
April, it wouldn’t break my heart.”

But council members weren’t eager to wait any longer.

Tired of Zoom
“I’m disappointed the public didn’t speak up,” council-

woman Carrie Theis said, after nobody commented on the 
item during the meeting.

Theis noted the waste management district and other 
boards are already meeting in person.

City council wants to return to in-person meetings next month
By MARY SCHLEY

PROOF OF vaccination — including booster shots for 

for everyone who wants to attend a meeting at city hall, 
the council decided Tuesday. Council members and city 

rapid tests before the meetings, which are set to resume 
next month.

“We’re moving toward this objective of getting back in 
person at the February meeting,” city administrator Chip 
Rerig said Jan. 4, though the virtual option will remain for 
anyone who gets sick, is exposed, or simply prefers watch-
ing and participating remotely.

He worried about the highly transmissible but less 
lethal omicron variant, however, and the resulting recent 

“I’m a little tired of the Zoom meetings,” she said. “I 
think we can go in person.”

Council members Karen Ferlito and Jeff Baron said 

show they’ve been vaccinated, but that they’ve receive 
their booster shots, too.

And Theis said windows and doors can be left open to 
encourage ventilation.

While she acknowledged communicating through thick 
-

ple’s ability to enunciate, Ferlito said, “We will have to 
deal with that technicality, I guess,” she said.

Mayor Dave Potter said he was comfortable with a Feb-
ruary start unless Rerig decides it can’t be accomplished 

tests in time — but Baron wanted to take a harder line.
“I really want to be in chambers in February,” the coun-

cilman said, though he admitted not having rapid tests 
could be a deal breaker. “We’ve been going through this 
for a number of months now, and I would prefer that we 
leave the goalpost where it is, and we don’t start moving 
it around.”

Will they or won’t they?
As for whether the council’s return to in-person meet-

ings would mean the planning commission and other 
boards have to follow suit, city attorney Brian Pierik 
pointed out that a Jan. 3 resolution adopted by the council 
states that each “may, in their discretion, continue to meet 
by teleconference.”

“If they wish to continue to meet by Zoom, the action 

in person,” he said.
But Baron said the council could demand the other 

boards and commissions meet in person if it wants to, and 
he argued that some hearings are better when the public 
participates in chambers.

“My own preference would be to let this go for a month 
and see what the commissions decide, but then look at this 
again next month or a month after that and decide how we 
want to proceed,” he said.

Be prepared for emergencies — 
register your phone number 

at www.alertmontereycounty.org
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ST. DUNSTAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. DUNSTAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
28005 Robinson Canyon Road, Carmel Valley • 831-624-6646 28005 Robinson Canyon Road, Carmel Valley • 831-624-6646

www.stdcv.orgwww.stdcv.org

THE BAKER’S DOZEN
Yale University

a cappella chorale

Tickets at the door $25 | $20 seniors/military | students/children free

Music at St. Dunstan’s

Facemasks
required

4 p.m.
Sunday,
Jan. 9

Co-sponsored by the Yale Club of Monterey

Activity on the cabin has been dormant 
since 2018, when the Roys — who bought 
it in May of that year for $425,000 — tried 
unsuccessfully to get it removed from the 
city’s historic inventory. It was added to 
the list of historic properties in 2002 and 
condemned as unsafe the following year. 

a hazard and should be demolished.
But the historic resources board decided 

the Roys could only rebuild a replica of the 
cabin on the property, not a new house. The 
couple asked the city council to support 

Work begins clearing overgrowth, rebuilding decrepit Jeffers cabin
By MARY SCHLEY

THE 119-YEAR-OLD Monte Verde 
Street cabin once occupied by poet Robin-
son Jeffers can now be seen from the street, 
following the clearing of massive amounts 
of vegetation that covered it for years. Last 
summer, the roof of the long-condemned, 
decrepit building caved in, and owners 
Matt and Stacey Roy asked the city for 
permission to clear the plants so they could 
shore up the cabin, which is also leaning 
toward the northern neighbor’s home. 

their efforts to get it taken 
off the list and to build a 
new home, but the council 

-
ing on their request.

New life?
Now, according to 

emails to the city from 
attorney Aengus Jeffers, 
the Roys are moving ahead 
with plans to rebuild it, 
under the guidance of 
architect Thomas Hood, 
after trying unsuccessfully 

-
tion buyer to take the prop-
erty off their hands.

“Fortunately, the Roys 
are now working with 
Thomas to assess the his-
torical reconstruction of the cabin, which 
would be consistent with the HRB’s stated 
desires back in 2018 and not be tied to 
any pilot programs,” he wrote to planning 
director Brandon Swanson last September. 

the cabin and allow Thomas the chance to 
inventory its remaining elements.”

Hood is in charge of determining what 
parts of the cabin might be incorporated 
into the new construction, according to 

walls is required to keep it from collapsing 
in the meantime.

Swanson said there are no active appli-
cations to undertake the rebuilding, yet.

“The vegetation had built up so much 
that it was impacting the cabin, collect-
ing trash and housing rodents,” he said 
this week. “There is no application at this 
point for any work to be done on the cabin 
itself.”

In the 1960s, the cabin that was originally built for an attorney in 
1902 or 1903 — and that was occupied for a short time by poet 
Robinson Jeffers — was still habitable. Today, it’s definitely not.

Sharon Friedrichsen. 
“Thus, any expansion of the existing 

system must be L3Harris equipment in 
order to maintain continuity, connectivity 
and interoperability with the rest of the 
radio system,” she continued. “Purchase of 
any other vendor’s equipment will render 
the solution isolated and unusable.”

Funding includes $175,000 in federal 
tax dollars and $200,000 in city sales tax 
revenues, and the purchase was approved 
by the council without discussion Jan. 4.

CPD to get $360K radio antenna
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THE CITY council on Tuesday autho-
rized spending $357,786 on radio antenna 
equipment that will allow Carmel Police 

speak to each other on encrypted digital 
channels. 

The countywide communications sys-
tem “is based on proprietary technology 
developed by L3Harris Technology., Inc.,” 
according to budgets and contracts director 
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3 Beds, 3.5 Baths  ■  1.09 Acres  ■  $3,350,000  ■  PebbleNewBuild.com

purchase now & pick your finishes.
Price as it stands in its present condition. Call LA for more details regarding 

completion. For additional cost, approved & permitted ADU with 2 Beds, 2 Baths, 

Living Room & Kitchen can be added.

Under Construction Opportunity 
3104 Flavin Lane, Pebble Beach

Judie Profeta
831.601.3207
Managing Director  |  Broker Associate

Judie@Th eProfetaTeam.com  DRE#00703550

Call Judie For A Private Showing.

Image is a Digital Rendering

See SUE page 30A

The Salinas hospital — according to 
the lawsuit — offered only one option to 
workers who refused the vaccine. 

“At this point in the process, the hos-
pital believes that the only reasonable 
accommodation we can offer you is an 
unpaid leave of absence,” according to a 
letter to employees that was included in the 
workers’ lawsuit. 

Religious reasons
The employees, however, argue that 

Salinas Valley Memorial could have fol-
lowed guidelines from the California 

Salinas Valley hospital workers 
sue over vaccine mandate

By KELLY NIX

ANOTHER LOCAL hospital is facing 
a lawsuit from more than two dozen nurses 
and other workers who oppose a require-
ment that employees be immunized against 
Covid-19 or lose their jobs. 

In a Jan. 3 civil complaint, 29 employ-
ees of Salinas Valley Memorial Health-
care System say their religious beliefs and 
medical conditions should allow them to 
be exempt from being vaccinated against 
the coronavirus. But the hospital rejected 
their requests, contending that the unvacci-
nated employees pose a “substantial risk” 
to patients, staff and visitors. 

available to anyone who wants it, accord-
ing to Zoller, who said she saw just a cou-
ple foundation members in line on New 
Year’s Eve.

“They ran out of tests and had to refer 
the rest of the people to their next clinic, 
which was later in the day at Costco,” 
Zoller recalled. 

“Out of those tested here, they said that 
at least 30 tested positive,” she added.

Zoller said adults of all ages, as well as 
many children, lined up around the block 
to get swabbed. 

“The test results typically come back 
in 15 to 30 minutes, but because it was so 
busy, they quoted about 45,” she said.

Patients receive their results via email 
or text and do not have to pay for the tests, 
though Lightspeed asks for insurance 
information.

“So slick and easy,” she said of the 
whole process.

Lightspeed offers Covid testing 
for all at Carmel Foundation

By MARY SCHLEY

A WEEKLY Covid testing clinic 
offered by Lightspeed Testing at The Car-
mel Foundation at Lincoln and Eighth had 
been drawing about a dozen people until 
Dec. 31, when 200 people were tested in 
two hours and more were turned away, 
according to the foundation’s president, 
Holly Zoller.

“I think this speaks volumes about the 
current status of the virus” — especially 
the highly contagious omicron variant, she 
said.

The company offers Covid testing at the 
foundation on Fridays from 9 to 11 a.m., 
and it’s open to the public. “Lightspeed 
contacted us, and we found the space for 
them,” she said Monday. “We are so glad 
that we did it.”

members age 55 and older, the testing is 
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(831) 920-0687         www.freedommedicaltransportation.com

FREEDOM MEDICAL 
TRANSPORTATION

We Offer Our Passengers:
• Through the Door Service
• Same Day Service Availability for     
    Last-Minute Transportation Needs
• ADA-approved vehicles equipped 
   with state-of-the-art wheelchair lifts

• Drivers trained and certified in 
   CPR and  First-Aid
• Gurney Access Available
• Aspire Health and CCAH accepted

ASK US ABOUT OUR ROUND TRIP SPECIAL RATES TO LOCAL DOCTORS 
APPOINTMENTS AND TO AND FROM STANFORD AND UCSF

We Service Monterey, Santa Cruz, & San Benito Counties & also travel throughout CA, NV, AZ, and OR. 
Open 24/7 • 365 days a year

Prompt, Courteous and Safe 

Non-Emergency Medical Transportation

Giving exceptional service to Monterey County residents for 11 years

JANUARY 13 -  APRIL 23, 2022
THURSDAY THROUGH SATURDAY, 

11:00 AM – 5:00 PM
559 PACIFIC ST, MONTEREY, CA 93940

S P O T L I G H T  T O U R S
Led by prominent artists and art professionals

S E E K I N G  E D E N  
JAMES FITZGERALD

IN MONTEREY

James Fitzgerald (1899-1971), Old Berta Ranch, n.d., watercolor on paper. © James Fitzgerald Legacy

Tickets and more information at
montereyart.org

S A T U R D A Y S  
January 22, February 26, March 26, April 23

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

EXHIBITION ORGANIZED BY THE MONTEREY MUSEUM OF ART IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE MONHEGAN MUSEUM OF ART & HISTORY AND THE JAMES FITZGERALD LEGACY

1986 2021
mum’s place

246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | 831-372-6250
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm | www.mumsfurniture.com

November 19 – January 17

®

® Max and Mike recliners in all 
® recliner with a Classic 

® ®

® sofa seat.* 

GIVE AND RECEIVE.
Donate $

Stressless® Mary 
shown in Paloma Funghi

Stressless® Mayfair 
shown in Paloma Vanilla

election in 2016 cost taxpayers $80,000.
On Tuesday, the city said the revised 

ballot measure would be called Measure 
A. The move comes after the P.G. City 
Council on Dec. 15 voted unanimously to 
hold the April special election, declare a 

to enable the tax increase.

councilman Luke Coletti questioned 
whether the state taxation and fee admin-
istration had looked over the city’s revised 
tax ordinance.

“We showed it to them in draft form, in 

Stimulus dollars spent
The proposed tax increase, if approved, 

preparation, city parks, trails, beaches and 

city, indicated that about 70 percent of 
sales tax revenue is derived from visitors 

By KELLY NIX

PACIFIC GROVE residents in April 

they want to increase the city’s sales tax. 
Voters in November 2020 OK’d a half-
cent tax hike, but the election results were 
invalidated due to an error. 

On Nov. 3, 2020, P.G. residents voted 
59.84 percent to 40.16 percent to increase 

ballot measure, known as Measure L, was 

a P.G. Municipal Code section that per-

increased.
As a result of the snafu, the state 

Department of Taxation and Fee Adminis-
tration refused to administer the increase, 

-
tion April 12. Like the 2020 election, the 
city will ask voters to OK the hike, which 
would raise the sales tax from 8.75 percent 
to 9.25 percent. 

The ballot mistake has cost the city 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in lost 
tax revenue, not to mention the expense 
of April’s special election, which could be 

the city contends it could use the cash.
“As the city continues to slowly recover 

Federal stimulus funds have been spent, 

projects to repair city infrastructure were 
scaled back the last two years, “which will 
only increase future costs for repairs and 

With its current revenues, “the city 
-

-

-

Grove would have to make cuts to pro-

would “threaten public health, safety and 

construction and other improvements to 
city facilities, infrastructure and the natural 

-
ipalities, is authorized by the state to 
impose a tax rate of up to 9.25 percent with 

-
terey, Seaside and other Peninsula cities 
already have 9.25 percent sales tax rates.

See BEAT page 31A

week that the victim and the assailant are 

“They are known to one another, and 
-

man said.
Police have not yet released the assail-

ant’s identity. The assault occurred outside 

Woman beaten on Christmas Day

By KELLY NIX

PACIFIC GROVE police said they are 

-

who was not named, was transported to 
-

insula for treatment, but the extent of her 
injuries isn’t clear. 
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AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education

“Gracie”
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER

“Where Learning Is Fun”
READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIC SUBJECTS

STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP
WWW.ALPHAABACUSLEARNINGCENTER.COM

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053 | alphaabacus@hotmail.com
Home Schooling Support

GIVE YOUR CHILD A STRONG START THIS SCHOOL YEAR!

canneryrowantiquemall.com

471 WAVE STREET
MONTEREY

(831) 655-0264

ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES

OVER 100 DEALERS 
21,000  SQUARE FEET

The Largest Antiques 
and Collectibles Mall 
on the Central Coast

Antique Mall of the Year 
Professional Antique 

Mall Magazine

Open Daily 11 AM to 6 PM

Estate Sale
January 8 & 9 • 12 - 5 PM

                           Cash                                                accepted.

2700 Garden Road, Monterey

                                 

plans to move ahead with its acquisition 
of Cal Am, though water district general 
manager Dave Stoldt told The Pine Cone 
following the December meeting that the 

decision. 
A majority of Peninsula voters three 

years ago approved a ballot measure, Mea-
sure J, which called for the water district’s 
acquisition of Cal Am’s system if the move 

Am has repeatedly said it’s not for sale, 
which means the water district would have 

To proceed with those plans, though, 
the district needed approval from LAFCO. 

‘Renegade commission’
On Monday, Melodie Chrislock with 

Public Water Now, the group that spear-
headed the public takeover effort, issued a 

decision.
“This is a renegade commission defying 

its own guidelines in order to support Cal 
Am,” Chrislock said. “Public Water Now 
is asking them to reconsider.”

Chrislock accused LAFCO commis-
sioner and vice chair Mary Ann Leffel of 
“bias” for her previous support of Cal Am 
and said she should recuse herself. The 
group also called for Leffel to be “booted” 

Heavy lobbying fails to sway LAFCO on water takeover bid
By KELLY NIX

THE LOCAL Agency Formation 
Commission Wednesday sealed its deci-
sion to reject the Monterey Peninsula 
Water Management District’s efforts to 
acquire California American Water’s Mon-
terey water system. 

On Dec. 6, LAFCO voted 5-2 to block 
the move by the water district to produce 
potable water and sell it to customers 
who are currently served by Cal Am. On 

December decision, voting the same way it 

“We received 165 letters and emails, 
most of which were in support of the water 
district,” a LAFCO staffer said.

The commissioners who voted against 
the takeover bid cited the loss of the 
roughly $1.7 million in property taxes Cal 
Am pays each year — money that goes 

other public agencies. Private companies 
such as Cal Am pay property taxes, but 
government operations like the water dis-
trict do not. The same commissioners also 
said they were concerned about higher 

water systems in the county that would be 
retained by Cal Am.

The decision thwarts the water district’s 

from the seat she holds on the Monterey 
Peninsula Airport District board.

“She clearly does not understand who 
she is supposed to be representing on 
LAFCO,” Chrislock said.

At the start of Wednesday’s meeting, 
airport district board chair Gary Cursio 

-
ment of Leffel.

“When they don’t get their way they act 
like petulant children,” Cursio said.

Commissioners Kimbley Craig, Matt 
Gourley, Pete Poitras, Mary Ann Leffel 

-
trict its ability to move forward with the 
acquisition, while Ian Oglesby and Wendy 
Root Askew, an alternate for Luis Alejo, 
dissented.

on a steep hillside. Before the road is 
reopened, that needs to be dealt with. 

will be on site to remove remaining slide 
material from above the roadway,” county 
supervisor Mary Adams posted on social 
media this week. “These weekday, one-

and equipment to dedicate the maximum 
amount of daylight hours to these efforts 
in advance of future weather events. Mes-
sage and directional signs will be in place 
to alert travelers in the area.”

Delays on Highway 1 to Cambria 
IF YOU’RE driving between Carmel 

and Cambria any time soon, you can expect 
delays of up to an hour on weekdays at the 
site of the Polar Star slide, which is located 
a short distance south of Ragged Point and 
the Monterey County line. 

The delays will happen Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Highway 1 
will be open with no delays on weekday 
evenings and weekends.

While rock, mud and debris have been 
removed from the highway, more material 
hangs dangerously above the pavement 
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BESTBEST
HouseHouse

CleaningCleaning 
6 Years!6 Years!

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced

• Professional

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

Offering a 
personal and 

friendly touch
for 30 years

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY 
BOUGHT AND SOLD
Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991
Mission St. Between Ocean and 7th

Viau Estate Jewelry

www.viauestatejewelry.com

2511 Garden Rd., Suite A230 Monterey

(831) 646-5424 | sgsenger@att.net 

Law Office of 
Sara Senger

30 years of experience 
in Medi-Cal Estate Planning

Elder Law

Wills and Trusts

Special Needs 

I will make home and hospital visits
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Happy New Year and 
Happy New You! Start 
the new year by making 
a difference in the world 
and being a hero to a 
kitty in need. Become a 
foster parent for Golden 
Oldies Cat Rescue and 
save the life of an old-
er cat. You supply the 
home and the love, and 
we will provide the sup-

plies and medical care. You will be helping an older cat 
get that Second Chance at a New Beginning. 

Call us at 831-200-9700 or email 
goldenoldiescats@gmail.com

Older Cats
New Beginnings

Golden OldiesGolden Oldies
Cat RescueCat Rescue

Thank you for helping save these precious lives!
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RUDY I. REATE 
INTERIOR DESIGN

(831) 601-4654
reatedesign@gmail.com
www.reatedesign.com
P.O. BOX 22374
CARMEL
CALIFORNIA
 93922

REATE 
DESIGN 
ASSOCIATES 
LLC

Carmel resident wins big on ‘The Price is Right’
 Toyota SUV included in the spoils

By KELLY NIX

‘COME ON down!’’ A local woman was not only 
lucky enough to hear those familiar words when she and 
her daughter were on “The Price is Right” this week, she 
won big on the game show, coming home with a new car, a 
trip to the East Coast and a bunch of other prizes.

When Ziona Goren’s daughter, Rachel, 23, asked her if 
she wanted to be on “The Price is Right,” Goren initially 
thought about the what-ifs in accepting the challenge, 
including, what if they both took the time and effort to 
go to Los Angeles and were not picked to be contestants 
or got stuck with a bunch of prizes they didn’t want but 
would have to pay taxes on?

Ultimately, though, Goren — a longtime costume 

had to do it. 
“We said, ‘Heck yeah, we are doing this,’” Goren told 

The Pine Cone.
The show aired Thursday on CBS, and until then, 

Goren was barred from talking about the outcome.
Once inside the Bob Barker Studio at CBS Television 

City in Los Angeles on Nov. 16, 2021, Goren said she 
and her daughter took in the “magic” of it all — from the 

Almost missed
Then the show began. Goren was the third contestant 

to be called. But because of the studio clamor and excite-
ment, she almost missed her chance.

felt something tugging on my side and it was Rachel, who 

of the show didn’t look so good for Goren, who missed 

“showcase.”
Her luck was about to change. At the start of the second 

half, there were three pairs of Dolce & Gabbana shoes. 
Goren guessed the highest at $2,200 and the price was 

That got her on stage with host Drew Carey to play 
a game called Switch, which asks contestants to keep or 
swap the price that is placed on items. 

With a little help from the audience, Goren told Carey 
she wanted to switch the prices of an iMac computer and 
3D printer with a smart refrigerator. The move was a good 
one, and she won.

“Oh my God, yes! Woohoo!” yelled an ecstatic Goren, 
who blew kisses to the audience members who helped her. 

‘A new car!’
All of the show’s contestants, even those who don’t win 

anything, are eligible to spin a large wheel labeled with 
monetary amounts. The idea is to get as close to $1 with-
out going over. Goren beat out the other contestants with 
her spin of $.90, which put her in the showcase.

“That wheel is heavy,” she told The Pine Cone.

Ziona Goren and daughter Rachel react to Ziona’s big win on The 
Price is Right, which included a new Toyota CHR. The show was 
taped in November and aired Thursday morning.

“

See PRICE page 20A
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of zoning and makes it easier and less 
expensive to build housing projects. It also 
requires that demolished low-income rent-
als be replaced in kind. 

SB 10 enables jurisdictions to increase 
density if they want to and provides a 
CEQA exemption as incentive. Those 
rezoned areas must be within a half-mile 
of “high-quality transit,” which the city 
doesn’t have, Swanson noted, so the coun-
cil couldn’t increase the number of homes 
on a property even if it wanted to.

SB 9, “is the big one — the gorilla in 
the room,” continued.

Bearing the awkward name, “Califor-

SB 9 allows property owners to build up 
to four single-family homes on a single 
lot or subdivide a regular lot and con-
struct two homes on each new piece of 
land. Approval of such projects would be 

PLANNING DIRECTOR: STATE HOUSING BILLS WON’T AFFECT CITY MUCH
By MARY SCHLEY

RECENTLY ENACTED laws requir-
ing local jurisdictions to approve subdi-
visions and construction of more housing 
without subjecting them to the usual plan-
ning and permit requirements are unlikely 
to affect Carmel, planning and building 
director Brandon Swanson told the city 
council Tuesday.

“Based on my read and conversations 
with my counterparts, I think there’s likely 
to be little to no impact to the City of Car-
mel-by-the-Sea from these Senate bills,” 
he said Jan. 4. “I don’t think it’s a sky-is-
falling situation.”

Three housing bills — SB 8, SB 9 and 
SB 10 — took effect Jan. 1. 

Swanson described SB 8 as an “omni-
bus cleanup bill” that limits government’s 
ability to downzone or reduce intensity 

exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act, design review and other typi-
cal permit requirements, the law says.

But, Swanson said, it also includes 
numerous “guardrails” designed to “pre-
vent exploitation by developers,” and they 
will ensure Carmel is untouched.

For one, a property owner can’t demol-
ish a house and then subdivide the lot. A 
project that involves removing more than 
25 percent of existing walls is not exempt 
from CEQA and normal permit rules.

And despite clearing many roadblocks 
in single-family neighborhoods, the law 
still lets the city place limits on lot cover-

-
imums for setbacks and landscaping, and 

Subdivisions can’t be any smaller than 
a 40 percent/60 percent split, a lot must 

be at least 1,200 square feet, and adjacent 
properties can’t be subdivided by the same 
owner or partners of the owner.

The city can require one off-street park-
ing spot per unit, which on small lots could 
make building housing tough. 

The new homes can never be used as 
short-term rentals.

And, last but not least, “you have to 
have the water to do this,” Swanson said. 
“So, this isn’t a thing where you get to build 
new homes without having the water.” 

Furthermore, a state order means no 
new water meters can be installed in the 
Monterey Peninsula until a new water sup-
ply is built, and no new meter means no 
separate lot.

“There are a lot of barriers to entry with 
SB 9,” he concluded. “This is legislation 
that’s geared to larger cities or counties 
that have a lot of space.”
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Audio Video Design and Installation
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Diligent, Honest, Friendly

If you are looking to buy or sell a home, 
I am happy to help. 

Alex Brant
DRE 01900460
@alexbrantproperties
alex.brant@compass.com
M: 831-264-3870

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity 
laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein  is intended for informational 

condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without  notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any 
description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. If your property is currently listed for 
sale this is not a solicitation.

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS

See ART page 30A

children’s evolution and the couple’s own 
evolution.”

The two photographers take very dif-
ferent approaches to their work — Smith 
employs a straight documentary style, 

while Woods delves into collage and takes 
a more inventive approach to her art.

Executive director Ann Jastrab said the 
show is intimate and personal.

“It examines, collects and reas-
sembles the vestiges of memory and 
time from the early days of their rela-
tionship and what happened during 

-
trab told The Pine Cone. 

“Needless to say, being locked 
down with three young children 
changed their art practices and their 
lives in ways they couldn’t have 
imagined,” she said.

The center was set to host an 
opening reception, but with rising 
coronavirus numbers, the event has 
been moved online, and an in-house 
closing reception has been scheduled 
for Feb. 12.

The gallery is located in Sunset 
Center at San Carlos and Ninth. To 
be part of the virtual reception, visit 
photography.org.

Center welcomes new art
While there will be no First Fri-

Grove Jan. 7 — the event returns in 

COUPLE WITH KIDS TURNS LIFE DURING 
COVID INTO A FINE ART PHOTO SHOW

By CHRIS COUNTS

ISOLATED AT home with their three 
children during the pandemic, two pho-
tographers who are married found creative 
inspiration by turning their 
cameras on themselves.

“Each of Us is Fastened 
to the Other” by Josh Smith 
and Vanessa Woods opens 
Saturday at the Center for 
Photographic Art.

Smith and Woods use traditional black 
and white photography to document “their 
children being born and growing, the 

“Lost in Thought” by painter Romanoos is included in one 
of five shows opening Friday at the Pacific Grove Art 
Center.



January 7, 2022 The Carmel Pine Cone                         15A

Despite the big changes — and the related increases in 
garbage rates already OK’d by the city council — no PR 
blitz was launched by the Monterey Regional Waste Man-
agement District, the hauler or the city to ensure people 
knew what they were supposed to be doing as of Jan. 1.

Agnes Martelet, the city’s environmental compliance 
manager, said she’s updating the city’s website with the 
new rules and will include information in city administra-
tor Chip Rerig’s Friday Letter. 

“Much more information will be coming out over the 
next few months as the program continues to ramp up,” 
she said.

Check your Insta
Zoë Shoats, communications director for the waste 

management district, said the agency didn’t give people 
advance warning of the new rules because the district 
didn’t want them to start throwing their food scraps in the 
yard-waste bins before the facility was ready for it.

The district posted the new rules online Jan. 1 at 

SCRAPS
From page 1A

mrwmd.org.
“Outreach will come in many forms as we roll out this 

program and will include social media, direct mail, news-
letter outreach and more from MRWMD, the city and Gre-
enWaste Recovery,” she said. She did not mention local 
newspapers, TV stations or radio. 

While almost everyone puts their food waste — every-
thing from pizza crusts and chicken bones, to leftovers 
from the corner Chinese restaurant — in plastic bags and 
then the trash, the new rules require that everything go in 
the yard-waste bin, with no plastic bags allowed. Nearly 
all kinds of food scraps except liquids, grease and raw 
meat are required to go into the green cart for curbside 

and other solid dairy products, bread, pasta, pastry, grains, 
coffee grounds, fruits and vegetables, and whatever your 
cat didn’t eat.

“All food scraps must be unpackaged,” Shoats said. 
“No metal, wire, glass, plastic, paper or cardboard should 
be included because of health and safety risks. Just food 
scraps.”

“Compostable” takeout containers and the like still go 
in the trash.

To help people follow the new rules, free kitchen pails 
labeled with the list of acceptable items and instructions 

(Monte Verde south of Ocean), Harrison Memorial Library 
at Ocean and Lincoln, and the Park Branch at Mission and 
Sixth. People living in the county area can get theirs in 
the basement of the Monterey County Courthouse at 1200 
Aguajito Road, Ste. 007, in Monterey.

Disgusting?
But how many people will actually follow the rules?
Well-meaning residents who are trying to comply are 

already expressing frustration with attempting to separate 
their coffee grounds and other kitchen waste from the rest 
of the trash they accumulate in their homes.

“I have a confession to make,” one resident — who 
requested anonymity — said this week. “I threw my coffee 
grounds in the trash.”

“The idea of loose food waste in my yard-waste can is 
disgusting,” another said.

“I am sure I will have more words, and perhaps some 
expletives, when my yard-waste can becomes smelly, or I 

like everything else, I suppose we will adapt and this will 
become a normal process.”

Another said she was completely unaware there were 
any new rules.

P L A T I N U M G R O U P R E . C O M

831.915.9710
BECK@PLATINUMGROUPRE.COM

BROKER DRE 01747647

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL
“We engaged Debby Beck to sell my father’s house in Pacific Grove. Although we did not know Debby previously, we 

interviewed several agents, toured numerous open houses and took an immediate liking to Debby. Her knowledge of the 
local real estate market was unsurpassed, her enthusiasm for real estate marketing was infectious, her outgoing personality 
made us feel like family, and her professionalism was notable. We could not have made a better choice to sell the property. 

From the moment we signed the listing agreement, Debby “took” over, handling all the many and varied details involved with 
staging, showing, and selling the house. We did nothing except remove the personal belongings and sign the documents. 

Debby made the whole process painless. We cannot recommend Debby Beck more highly. If you are looking for a real estate 
agent, as well as a friend, adviser, negotiator, and all-around good person, you can do no better than Debby Beck.”  

Seller – D. Carlson, Pacific Grove

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone contact meena@carmelpinecone.com (831) 274-8655
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VOTED BEST SEAFOOD ON THE MONTEREY PENINSULA BY LOCALS!
1996 1/2 Sunset Drive • Pacific Grove • (831) 375-7107 • fishwife.com

Daily Specials • Lunch • Dinner
Happy Hour • Desserts

Boston Clam Chowder
Local Seafod

Full Bar

���

���

Dine-in only
Sunday through Thursday

No cash value, excludes alcohol, gratuity, and tax.
One coupon per order.

Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.

your next meal
Expires 1/31/2022

$10 OFF
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WWW.ARTISEDENTAL.COM 

831-375-1112
815 Cass Street, Monterey, CA 93940 

With a true sense of caring, 
we create a comforting 

environment for those we serve

Accepting new patients

Carmel Rancho

Nails Spa

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm | Sun 10am-5pm
26135 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Ste. B5, Carmel
831.250.5832 spa |  www.carmelranchonailsspa.com

We would like to 
Welcome Crystal
(formally of Top Nail)

Taking new customers
Appointments and Walk-Ins

receiving three different texts from the school indicating 
her daughter had been exposed to Covid in four out of her 
seven classes over the course of two days.

The notice told her she might hear from a contact tracer 
and to “continue to follow all health and safety proto-
cols, monitor your child’s health, keep your child home 
if they are feeling sick, wash your hands frequently, prac-
tice physical distancing, and continue to wear your face 
covering.”

About 30 faculty and staff members are also out with 

in order to keep most classes in session. “Anyone who 

SCHOOLS
From page 1A

doesn’t have 25 kids in front of them is fair game to jump 
in and help, including me,” Knight said.

The district is scrambling to hire more substitute teach-
ers to help cover for those who are out sick or are isolating 
with mild or no symptoms.

“In my experience, surges tend to happen after every-
one comes back to school, so I’m a little concerned about 
next week after everyone got together in the same room 
this week,” he continued. “We want to make sure we 
have enough substitutes so we don’t have to cancel any 
programs.”

The one job others can’t jump in and assist with is driv-
ing buses, and the district is short drivers, too, so efforts 
are underway to recruit and hire more of them. In the 
meantime, some routes might get shut down if no one can 
be found to drive them.

Covid cases are impacting sports, as well. Boys var-
sity basketball was shut down for about a week after a 
half-dozen players and a couple of coaches tested positive 

— similar to what happened with the football team last 
fall.

“The same goes for many other clubs and activities,” 
Knight said. “Our goal is always to keep school full and 

trips and dances, may be canceled.
Faculty, staff and students can be tested at the district 

anytime they want, according to Knight.
“We still have a really robust testing system,” he said, 

adding that any student who’s been exposed to Covid or 

setting foot in a classroom. Specially hired health assis-
tants administer the tests and work as contact tracers, so 
teachers can stick with teaching.

Knight said the district is doing everything possible to 
avoid shutting down classrooms and campuses — which 
would only be done as a last resort — and he encouraged 
everyone to follow all the health and safety protocols. He 
also pointed out that while all schools reverted to distance 
learning when the pandemic began, that teaching method 
is not particularly effective, and the state has since banned 
it altogether.
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Appointments required:
montagehealth.org/vaccine

New Year’s COVID-19
vaccine clinic

Monday, January 17, 11 a.m.–6 p.m.
Embassy Suites Ballroom, 1441 Canyon del Rey, Seaside

Free for community members 
ages 5 years and older

We invite you to give yourself or someone you love the gift of health for the new year. 
Montage Health invites you to get your first, second, additional, or booster COVID-19 vaccine 
in a convenient, safe, and friendly environment.

Vaccines available:
Pfizer

Ages 5-11 (first and second doses)

Ages 12+ (first and second doses; additional doses for immunocompromised)

Ages 16+ (first, second, and booster doses; additional doses for immunocompromised)

Moderna
Ages 18+ (first, second, and booster doses; additional doses for immunocompromised)

Attendees should bring photo ID, insurance information, and their vaccine card (if they’ve received COVID-19 vaccines in the past).
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Donald Jones
September 24, 1947 - November 19, 2021

Don died gently at home surrounded by 
his family and love on November 19, 

2021. He lived gracefully and fully alive for 
the last thirteen years of his life with Multiple 
Myeloma. He remained optimistic and strong 
through it all.
He was proud of his son, Sean, who worked 
with him for many years. He was also proud 
of his grandchildren, Nate, Nico and Lexi, 
and grateful that he was able to spend time 
with them as they grew into wonderful adults 
guided beautifully by Sean and their mother 
Kristina. 
He was very grateful for his Uncle Den and late 
Aunt Dotty and his three cousins, Gail, Sue and 
Carol, for making his childhood so special and 
for remaining happily and lovingly in his life 
to the end.
He loved his many years as a carpenter and 
then a contractor. He was able to live his 
bliss. He was well respected by his clients and 
subcontractors. Over the years he taught many 
of his crew to build homes bringing his skill 
and grace to every job. He was also delighted 
to be an illustrator of children’s books.
He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Robert and Leona Jones; his brother, Gary; and 
his wife of 41 years, Rosemary. 
His second wife, Natalya, is deeply grateful that 
he gave her the best years of her life. 
He will be sorely missed by many friends who 
knew him as a gentle man and a gentleman.

A Celebration of Life will be held on 
Saturday, February 12, in Monterey.

Vivian Lucile (Lucy) Horn
November 16, 1921-December 11, 2021

The family of Vivian Lucile (Lucy) Horn mourns 
the great loss of their dear mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, sister, cousin, aunt, and 
friend. Lucy was a long-time resident of Carmel, 
California and died peacefully in her sleep in 

Oakton, Virginia. Her 
century of life was full 
of adventures: living 
in Mexico and Big Sur; 
visiting many countries 
but always being drawn 
back to Paris; building 
a beautiful house 
and living a charmed 
life with the love of 
her life and beloved 
husband Guy in Carmel; 
capturing scenes with 

her camera and using those marvelous pictures 
in her faithful correspondence to friends and 
family all over the world. She was a PEO 
sister and a gardener, and her bookshelf was 
always piled high with books from the likes of 

Everest. She never stopped learning, telling 
stories, wondering, pondering and talking about 
the mysteries of life, relationships, love, music, 

interesting. Her true love for life was evident 
for all to see. 
Her living legacy of love and adventure is lived 
out in her family: daughter Susan Widmayer 

grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, and 
sister Dana Eggleston. 
If you’d like to honor Lucy, please consider 
giving a donation to one of these organizations 
that she loved: the sisters at the Carmelite 
Monastery in Carmel, the Big Sur Land Trust, 
and The Carmel Foundation, or Central Coast 
Visiting Nurses Association & Hospice, and 
Capital Caring Hospice which were so helpful. 
Please visit https://www.funeralchoices.com/

obituary/VivianLucile-Horn to share your 
memories of Lucy.

JOHN EDWARD DALY
October 26, 1928 to October 21, 2021
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Park while a tourist, played by Lydia Moran of Carmel 
Highlands, badgered her for directions to Clint East-
wood’s home.

‘Oh, Honey, I’ve got this’
When it came time to shoot the scene, Moran told The 

Pine Cone she was nervous, in part because she wasn’t an 
actress. At one point, she turned to White and suggested 
that the two “go over our lines.” In response, White gave 
her a sly grin. “Oh, Honey, I’ve got this,” she said.

Rocco also spoke with the newspaper this week, and 
what she recalled about the shoot was that White essen-
tially tossed aside the script and improvised — which 
came as quite a surprise to the director. 

“She just ad-libbed and had a conversation with Lydia,” 
Rocco remembered. “None of the words in my script were 
used. She just took over the scene. You couldn’t write it — 
she was such a natural.”

And Rocco was thrilled with how the scene turned out.
“We’re all newbies, and she made us feel so comfort-

able,” she said. “She was not only a talented actress, but 
an incredible person. She was just so lovely, you wanted 
to hug her.”

While White’s efforts to raise money for national ani-
mal welfare causes were well known, her local efforts 
were also important. She even made a series of videos 
urging people to support the SPCA for Monterey County.

“It’s lovely to see a community think not only of 
themselves, but of their four-legged friends,” White told 
viewers. “Every year, the SPCA rescues thousands of ani-
mals that need help and need a home — it’s a wonderful 
organization.”

Beth Brookhouser of the SPCA said White was always 
willing to help the group.

“She did those promo videos for our annual telethon to 

WHITE
From page 1A

On a visit to one of her favorite local sites, the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium, Betty White greets and feeds an otter.

PHOTO/MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM

encourage people to give,” Brookhouser said. 
White attended the dedication of the SPCA’s wildlife 

center in 1982. At a subsequent fundraiser, the release of 
a great horned owl was auctioned and White was the win-
ning bidder.

“She loved all animals,” Brookhouser recalled. “When 
we shot the promo, we would bring out animals for her to 
hold — she just lit up and was so excited to meet every 
one of them.”

According to the Monterey Bay Aquarium, White had 
been a “loyal supporter” from “the very beginning.” After 
Hurricane Katrina, she even paid for a refrigerated cargo 
plane to transport sea otters and penguins from an aquar-
ium in New Orleans to Monterey.

Photos shared online this week show White playing 
with otters at the aquarium. When White turned 99, the 
aquarium produced a special penguin-themed video wish-
ing her a happy birthday.

White confessed to her love of stuffed animals in her 
2011 memoir, “If You Ask Me.” An entire room at her 
Ribera Road home was reserved for them. “You won’t be 
surprised to learn that I love stuffed animals,” she declared 
in the book. 

Besides serving as decor, her stuffed toys were also 

to the animals,” she wrote. “I say, ‘Hi guys,’ and I never 
leave it without saying ‘See you later — I love you!’”

Where the magic happens
In 2017, White offered a brief and lighthearted video 

tour of her home on Ribera Road. It was a spoof of the 
MTV show, “Cribs.” 

“Welcome to my crib,” she begins before stepping into 
her kitchen and opening the refrigerator. “The fridge is 
fully stocked with energy drinks and gluten-free mac and 
cheese. Those are for the dog.”

The video tour ends in her bedroom. “This is where the 
magic happens,” she said with a seductive smile before the 
camera pans to an actual magician, who’s doing a sleight-
of-hand trick. “What did you think I meant?” she asked, 
with an innocent look on her face.

White wasn’t the only Hollywood icon in town with an 
affection for all things four-legged. She and resident Doris 
Day often crossed paths, and one day, they sat down and 

bonded over cats.

for two years, at the Pebble Beach Lodge,” she recalled in 
a 1983 interview on the Joan Rivers Show.

The two “talked and talked and talked” until they were 
the last two customers left in the restaurant, aside from a 
man and woman who were seated nearby.

“A little kitty went by, and Doris jumped up to pet it,” 
White said. “As soon as Doris got back, I went ripping out 
to pet the kitty. Well, we got back and this woman took off 
on us. She said, ‘Don’t you know that if you encourage 
those cats, they’ll be in the room with you? How would 
you like that?’ And Doris said, ‘I would love it — that 
would be wonderful.’”

But the woman wouldn’t give up. “Well, we had 22 cats 
on our property, and Jack here [she pointed to her hus-
band] shot them all,” she said.

“Can you imagine getting Doris Day and Betty White 
at the same table and carrying on that kind of a conversa-
tion?” White added. “Well, she never made it out of the 
dining room alive — they skinned her and put her front of 
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Neil Lloyd Shapiro
4/7/1947 — 11/13/2021

He wasn’t really ready to leave. Two days before his tragic accident he received notice that 
he had been chosen to receive the Monterey County Bar Associations highest honor, The 

Supervisors Resolution.

Neil was thrilled about the recognition.

Unfortunately, two days later, Neil got up in the middle of 
the night as he wasn’t feeling well and fell, hitting his head. 
He lost consciousness and failed to recover.

Neil was a Berkeley native who graduated from Millbrook 
School in New York,

He graduated from UC Berkeley and Columbia University 
Law School before receiving his law degree from Boalt Law 
school Berkeley 1972. He was admitted to practice the next 
year.

Neil loved traveling, cars, motorcycles, cooking with friends, 
reading, writing a column for The Herald and Pine Cone 
and walks along the beach. He had a wicked sense of humor. 
Neil never turned down a good challenge and was always 
ready to help.

Neil tried, briefed and argued approximately 40 appeals, 
“all with remarkable success rate. Fifteen of those trials were 
to juries in the Superior Court of the State of California for 
the counties of San Francisco, Monterey, Alameda, Marin, 
Contra Costa, San Mateo, Los Angeles, Santa Clara, and in 
the United State District Court for the Northern District of 
California. The trials addressed claims in a wide array of substantive areas including business 
disputes, real property disputes, defamation, breach of contract, trademark and trade name 
infringement, bank and constitutional law.”

“Neil has briefed and argued in the United States Supreme Court and the California Supreme 
Court. Five or six in the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and one or more 
in each of the six districts of the California Court of Appeal.”

Carmel in 2003 to be with his wife, Saundra Meyrose.

Neil retired in 2019 and shortly thereafter he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. He never 
let it slow him down.

According to his nomination for the Fenton Award, “Neil Shapiro’s ethics and integrity are 
without question. He is a practioner of the old school model, when professionalism was expected 
of lawyers and common courtesies were actually common.”

He leaves behind his loving wife, Saundra Meyrose; his sister Erica Binnewies; his brother Saadi 
(Darlenne) Shapiro; many loved nieces and nephews; three step daughters from a previous 
marriage, Tera, Lane, Lyn Langmade. And his two cats, Mookie and Trixie.

.

In Loving Memory
MICHELE MALIS GLIDDEN

Michele Malis Glidden passed away on 
December 9, 2021. She died of  natural 

causes in the peacefulness of  her home in 

Born July 27, 1958, in Santa Barbara, she 

She worked in hospitality most of  her career, 

she met Tom Glidden — her husband of  32 
years while he was General Manager of  the 

Peninsula where they began their life together.

school and later in the community athletic 
programs of  Santa Barbara. She had a fun 

known by all that Michele would likely be “the 

time with friends and family who knew her as 
a colorful and engaging lady. 

of  Laguna Beach. 

Farewell sweet Michele. You will be sorely 

“There is no night without a dawning
No winter without a spring

And beyond the dark horizon
Our hearts will once more sing…
For those who leave us for a while

Have only gone away
Out of  a restless, care worn world

Into a brighter day.”
— Helen Steiner Rice

PAULINO EVO TOCCHET

“Many cities are extending them, but many cities are 

she said. “We have surrendered not just the parking spaces, 

-

dine in the open air. Outdoor dining that doesn’t occupy the 

-

-

-

PARKLETS
From page 1A

-
-

AT&T PEBBLE BEACH
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PUBLICATION DATES: JAN. 28 & FEB. 
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GraystoneAuctions.com

Submit your questions to Larry@GraystoneAuctions.com

Graystone Realty & Auction, Inc.
Estate, Downsizing & Inventory Specialist

831-277-1882 • GraystoneAuctions.comDRE#02103680

Dear Larry,
Carl in Monterey

Dear Carl,
estimates.
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 BY LARRY MESLER

FURNITURE
GALLERIES

*Financing available on approved credit, See store for details. Your choice of Vail Recliner at $499 or Casey Rocker Recliner at $499. Your choice of 
Hayes Reclining Sofa or

© 2022 Signature Furniture Galleries  www.SignatureFurnitureGalleries.com

1467 North Davis Road, Westridge Shopping Center, Salinas
Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., 
Sunday 11 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. • 831.771.1780

Over 30 Years as the Premier La-Z-Boy® Retailer 
in Monterey County

Queen Sleeper SofaQueen Sleeper Sofa

Rocker Recliner*

Recliner*

Your 
  Choice!*
$499

Your 
  Choice!*

$1199
Reclining Sofa*

Reclining Sofa*

$$11449999

Reclining SofaReclining Sofa
$$11229999

(EACH)

(EACH)
ORDER YOUR

LA-Z-BOY®

NOW!

oven and washer and dryer, which Goren 
passed on to the other contestant she was 
competing with. That woman, though, 

The next set of prizes included a Toy-
ota SUV, a portable greenhouse and trip 
to Washington D.C. Goren estimated the 
package cost $29,222 and the actual cost 

in disbelief.
“Are you kidding me?” said Goren, 

who made it to her feet and embraced her 
daughter, who rushed on stage after her 
mom’s win. The two reveled in the victory 

PRICE
From page 12A

as the show’s credits rolled.
“It was amazing,” Goren recalled. 
Once the show was over, Goren met 

with a representative from the show who 
went over the tax implications of the 
prizes. While Goren wanted to keep some 
of the items, she declined the refrigerator, 
designer shoes and 3D printer.

“We were trying to minimize the prize 
intake for tax purposes,” she explained. “If 
you get too much, it can bump you into a 
new tax bracket.” 

Goren — who credits some of her suc-
cess on the show to studying prices with 
her daughter on the drive to Los Angeles 
— decided to keep several of the items, 
including the Toyota.

“They gave me a license frame that says, 
‘I won this car on The Price is Right.’” 

Support Pine Cone advertisers — they make this newspaper possible

-

“Thirdly, we have concerns regard-
ing property devaluation as a result of 

and historic residential setting,” they said, 
while also noting that they are “not killjoys 
or consider ourselves associated with the 
not-in-my-backyard philosophy, as we are 
tennis players and have played pickleball 
in the past.”

Trish Albiol, who also lives on Lorca 
with her husband and family, said pick-
leball is “a very loud game — the whack 
of the ball makes quite a loud noise, espe-
cially compared to the sound of a tennis 
ball.” Yelling and cheering in the morning 
sessions are also common and can affect 
“the peace we usually have in this part of 
Carmel Woods.”

‘The nicest park’
Vandenberg acknowledged the popu-

larity of pickleball increased dramatically 
during the pandemic, and while other cities 
locked up their courts, Carmel’s remained 
open, which drove up demand.

“The sport has just taken off like a 
rocket — so many people are playing it,” 
she said. “Forest Hill Park is the nicest 
park in the area.”

While the city owns the tennis nets, 
pickleball players pitched in to buy the nets 
they use. Mounted on frames that can be 
wheeled in and out of place, the nets were 
left at the court for anyone to use, accord-
ing to Vandenberg.

replace the damaged equipment and con-
templating ways to secure it. The nets 
alone, without the frames, cost between 
$300 and $400, according to Vandenberg.

She said she hopes police are investi-
gating. “It’s an act of vandalism — it’s a 
crime,” she said. “This is affecting people 
who are participating in healthy activities 
on the courts and using the park for its 
intended purpose.”

Pickleball battle gets physical
By MARY SCHLEY

SOMEONE WHO’S apparently 
OK with tennis but has it out for pickle-
ball slashed nets at the Forest Hill courts 
Dec. 22, causing about $1,000 in damage, 
according to Carmel Police Cmdr. Jeff 
Watkins. Pickleball players suspect the 
culprit is a nearby resident who resents 
the popularity of their sport and their daily 
use of the courts, which the city recently 
restriped to accommodate more games.

“Everybody pretty much knows who 
did it. He has come down several times 
when I was there and spewed his anger 
at us,” said Mission Fields resident Cindy 
Vandenberg, who plays with a group at the 

-
tle sympathetic because of how the park is 
built. It just echoes, and he can hear every-
thing we’re saying.”

But most of the time, players are laugh-
ing and encouraging each other, she said, 
wondering what could be so bad about that. 

The game itself is also louder than ten-
nis, since the rackets and balls are harder.

“Something about pickleball brings 
out the worst in certain people,” she said, 
recalling similar vitriol from a neighbor 
who objected to games in the Via Paraiso 
area of Monterey.

When the forest and beach commission 
approved restriping the courts last Septem-
ber, the move was supported by numerous 
pickleball players, but no one objected at 
the meeting or subsequently asked the city 
council to overturn the decision. Later that 
month, though, several nearby residents 
sent letters to the city asking for reconsid-
eration of the decision and further scrutiny 
of noise and parking issues.

The city should assess “the 100 per-
cent increased noise level that would 
result from two additional courts to this 
inherently noisy game,” residents Graham 
Norton and Moira Whyte-Shearer wrote in 
an email to the city. “Second, the issue of 
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the pitch.
“Both have scoring ability and solid defensive skills, 

allowing them to play defense to offense,” the coach said.
Esparza-Pasos is beginning his fourth season in the 

starting lineup, along with center back Alexis Soriano, a 
key player in Carmel’s defense since his freshman year.

Two lettermen with extensive club-team experience are 

sophomore forward.
Mendez, who ranked 

second on the CCS team 
with seven goals (plus three 
assists), has already scored 
six times — a team-best 
for the Padres in December 

games.
-

ond-leading scorer from the left wing position, with three 
goals.

Multiple shutouts

freshmen, have earned starting defender spots this sea-
son, teaming with Soriano, the veteran, on a defense that 
already has shut out Santa Cruz, Stevenson and Marina, 
and limited San Lorenzo Valley to one goal.

Taylor Cohen, another player who lettered as a ninth-
grader, has developed into one of the most versatile Padres, 

and on the forward line.
-

scored two goals), thanks to his advanced technical skills.

in his junior year, but played 80 minutes between the posts 
a season ago, surrendering just one goal, and already has 
two shutouts on his record this year.

“The fact that we managed to play a season last spring, 
when so many other schools didn’t, was huge for us 
because we got to see some of our younger players and 
evaluate their abilities,” Grande said. “Anytime you can 
connect with your players is valuable, especially at a 
school where kids can play a lot of different sports.”

‘Rugged preseason’ sets stage for new and returning Padres players
FOR THE past seven months, the Carmel Padres have 

been gnawing on the bittersweet memory of the best soc-
cer season in school history, which culminated in a dou-
ble-overtime loss to Harbor in the Central Coast Section 

This year’s CHS varsity roster is populated by 10 
returning lettermen who watched in horror as Harbor’s 
Ottis Pendergraft scored 
the deciding goal in that 2-1 
game with an improbable 
header into the net, redirect-
ing a teammate’s free kick 
from nearly 50 yards away.

Their heartbreak was 
exacerbated when Harbor goalie Yeferson Hernandez 

overtime. 
More salt in the wound: Harbor had tied the game with 

playing a man short due to a red-card penalty.
But there are dividends to be reaped from that pandem-

ic-abbreviated 9-2-1 season.
“The expectations among our players this year are 

higher than ever before,” said Carmel coach Troy Grande, 
who has taken the team to the postseason in two of the 
past three years. “We’ve raised the bar for ourselves, and 
our guys are really becoming clear on what they want to 
accomplish with our program — not just playing and hav-
ing fun, but really representing the school, winning the 
league, getting into CCS, and moving beyond.”

Senior leadership
-

Zack Ramwali, a center forward, ranked third on the 
team a year ago in both goals (6) and assists (4), and has 
helped this season’s Padres to a 5-2-1 December record 
with four assists (a team high) and two goals.

“Zack is a tireless worker. He’s fun to have on the team 
and he brings great leadership,” Grande said.

Esparza-Pasos and Jordy Cabrera, who play the length of 

The Padres already have been tested by a rugged pre-
-

terey, with 1-0 victories over Stevenson and Santa Cruz, a 
6-0 against Marina, and a 1-1 tie with San Lorenzo Valley.

Early season illnesses and injuries have left the team 
short-handed in multiple games.

‘Ready and prepared’

involved,” said Grande, whose turnout was large enough 

players are learning that you have to be consistent, play 
solid defense, take advantage of the opportunities you get, 
and work with all 10 of your teammates to make the team 
stronger.”

The Padres return this season to the Cypress Division 
-

Stevenson), North Monterey County, Palma and Gonzales.

there’s not a big difference between the divisions. We lose 

it’s all about getting your players ready and prepared,” the 
coach said.

“And it’s been a weird preseason — teams don’t seem 
to be scoring a lot of goals, so we might be looking at a lot 

it’s going to be a fun and exciting season.”
Carmel returns to action Jan. 12 with its Cypress Divi-

p.m.). 
Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County. 

Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

Welcoming 
New Customers

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

• Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery • Accepts Tricare

• Pet Prescriptions 
*In-stock inventory 

Over 100 Years of Service
Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel

831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStore.com     

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

Coach Troy Grande, who took the Padres to their first CCS title 
game last spring, works with first-year goalkeeper Benoit Bou-
dreau.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

Junior midfielder Brody Mendez, (left) Carmel’s second-leading scorer last year, produced a team-best six goals in December. Senior 
co-captain Zack Ramwali, a center forward, is a scorer and playmaker who helped the Padres to the CCS finals a year ago.

PHOTOS/KERRY BELSER

Peninsula Sports
By DENNIS TAYLOR
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ThisWeek Live Music, 
Clubs and Events

Food & Wine
Galleries and Art

C A R M E L  •  P E B B L E  B E A C H  •  C A R M E L  V A L L E Y  &  T H E  M O N T E R E Y  P E N I N S U L A

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

ARE YOU READY FOR

Sunday breakfast and specials are available from September 12 through 

January 23, 2022. *Excludes imperial and specialty ales.

SUNDAY 9:30AM TO 11AM

BREAKFAST SPECIALS $10

DRINK SPECIALS*  |  AWARD-WINNING CRAFT BEER

18 HDTVS

DY FOR

LOCATED BEHIND THE PORTOLA HOTEL & SPA  |  COMPLIMENTARY PARKING
TWO PORTOLA PLAZA  |  MONTEREY  |  (831) 649-2699  

PETERBSBREWPUB.COM   

HAPPY
HOURS
TWO 4PM TO 6PM  

9PM TO 10PM

NEW
HOURS

STARTING JANUARY 26, 2022

WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY: 4PM TO 10PM

MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED

Featuring violinists Joel Link and Bryan Lee, vio-
list Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt and cellist Camden 
Shaw, the quartet got its start when the instrumentalists 
met as students at Curtis Institute of Music in Philadel-
phia. The group burst on the scene in 2013 with a sweep 
of the top prizes at the Banff International String Quartet 
Competition.

Stefan 
Milenkovich and pianist Marta Aznavoorian (Feb. 6), 
guitarist Manuel Barrueco (March 13), pianists Olga and 
Vladislav Kern (April 3), The Israeli Chamber Proj-
ect The Quartet from the Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center

The music starts at 3 p.m. Tickets are $45 and are avail-
able at door. Sunset Center is located at San Carlos and 
Ninth. Call (831) 625-9938 or visit carmelmusic.org.

A cappella at St. Dunstan’s

a cappella singing groups, Yale 
Bakers Dozen per-

-

Formed in 1947, the group is 
one of 14 a cappella groups on 
the Yale campus.

the Temptations, Ed Sheeran and 
Maroon 5.

California audiences on a two-

delighted to partner with the 

A
October as part of the postponed Carmel Bach Festival, 

The Dover Quartet performs at Sun-
set Center.

two shows in California this week — one here and another 

Quartet in D major (“The Lark”) -
Quartet No. 1 in A major, Op. 4 -

Quartet No. 3 in D major, Op. 44, No. 1.

Available at the door, tickets are $25 for general admis-
-

dents and children. Face masks are required. The church is 

 Live music Jan. 7-13
Bernardus Lodge & Spa guitarist 

Gil Cadilli -
ist Kevin Pfeffer 
Gary Regina 
John Sherry

Big Sur River Inn — singer and guitarist Rick Chelew

Carmel, (831) 667-2700.

See MUSIC page 25A
Singer Haley Jane (left) plays Saturday at the Terrace Lodge in Pebble Beach, while singer 
Scotty Wright joins singer Lee Durley at Cibo’s in Monterey on Tuesdays. 

Singer and guitarist Taylor Rae, who has a new album out, per-
forms Friday in the Terrace Lounge in Pebble Beach. 
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At Wild Fish Restaurant

Sensational Sustainable SeafoodSensational Sustainable Seafood
&

All That Jazz

RESERVE YOUR TABLE AND CHECK OUT OUR MENU 

AT WILD-FISH.COM OR, IF YOU PREFER, 

CALL US AT (831) 373-8523 

Savor Our Innovative and Organic Cuisine
From Local Farmers & Fishermen

Open Daily for Lunch (11:30 am - 3:00 pm)

Dinner (5:00-9pm/Friday & Saturday until 9:30pm)
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Soup to Nuts
By MARY SCHLEY

Course 1
PACIFIC COAST OYSTERS 

ON THE HALF SHELL
Citrus-Tomato Granite and Sliced Serrano

Paired with: Monterey Beer Lager

Course 2
TEXAS STYLE SMOKED BRISKET
Chipotle BBQ Sauce, Creamed Corn Flan, 

Braised Greens & Parker House Rolls
Paired with: Land and Sea XPA

Course 3
NEW YORK STYLE CHEESECAKE

Salted Pretzel Crust, Pomegranate Clove Sauce
Paired with: UGG Boots Golden Stout a touch of Pumpkin Spice 

KICK OFF 
2022
WITH GREAT FOOD 

& GREAT BEER

SHEARWATER TAVERN & 
ALVARADO STREET BREWERY

BEER PAIRING DINNER

Shearwater Tavern welcomes Kory Snider
from Alvarado Street Brewery

for a fun, informative, unique evening

Reservations are limited and required

3665 Rio Road • Carmel • shearwatertavern.com

dents than visitors.
“It’s not necessarily about attracting 

crowds of people, especially right now,” 
she said this week. “Our restaurants really 

encouraged this,” to offer 
something new and fun for 
the locals.

“They are all in support 
of bringing visitors and 
having exposure, but the 
restaurants really wanted to 

acknowledge that it’s truly the locals who 
they value so highly and who have helped 
them through such an up and down time,” 
she said.

What to do
Participating in Carmel Culinary Week 

is free and most easily done by download-
ing the “passport” from carmelculinary-
week.com. It’s web driven and lists all the 
participating restaurants and what they’re 
offering, including numerous special 

menus, freebies and tick-
eted events.

Carmel Belle is offer-
ing free coffee or tea with 
a purchase, for example, 
and Flaherty’s will provide 
a chef’s choice appetizer 
for the table with the prix 

offer a unique wine list and 
bread with olive oil, while 
Alvarado Street Brewery 
in the Plaza will have a 
free 5-ounce pour of Mai 
Tai IPA for those who pur-

Many other deals and 
dishes are listed, too.

Events with ticketed 
entry include a whiskey 
tasting at Barmel, the Des-
tilado de Agave seminar 

Culinary Week kicks off Jan. 14, beer dinner at Shearwater, and more honey
A PARTY at Carmel Plaza Friday, 

Jan. 14, will mark the kick-off to a 10-day 
celebration of the city’s burgeoning restau-
rant scene, with more than two dozen eat-

items, serving complimentary small bites 
and drinks, and organizing one-off tast-
ings, pop-up dinners, seminars and other 
educational events.

Carmel Culinary Week, which runs 
through Jan. 23 and is organized by the 
city’s tourism organization, Visit Carmel, 
was launched in 2020 and then put on hold 
last year due to the pandemic. It’s back for 
2022, but Amy Herzog, executive director 
of Visit Carmel, said it’s more about resi-

at Cultura, a potsticker 
master class at Café 

-
tasting and food pairings 
with nine holes of golf at 

Thriving
“Part of this is about 

celebrating the culinary 
scene we have here,” 
Herzog said, “which, 
despite Covid, truly is 
thriving, which is pretty 
incredible.”

While it’s been 
reported that 110,000 
restaurants across the 
country have gone out 
of business during the pandemic, the city 
hasn’t lost any and is in fact set to gain 
four this year: Chez Noir across from the 

-
mel Burger Bar in the Carmel Plaza, and 
Nicolás, from the owners of the popular 
and delicious Villa Azteca on South Main Continues next page

in Salinas, also in the Plaza.
Culinary Week’s Jan. 14 launch party 

will feature 10 restaurants and about 15 
Monterey County wineries spread out 
throughout Carmel Plaza. The kick-off will 
run from 3 to 5 p.m., and tickets cost $45 

Jake Reisdorf, founder of Carmel Honey Co., is very excited to 
open his fourth store, which is located at Pier 39.

Toro sushi restaurant on Dolores is offering a free glass of sparkling 
sake with certain orders of sashimi and nigiri during Carmel Culinary 
Week., which starts Jan. 14.

PHOTO/COURTESY VISIT CARMEL
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per person and can be bought through the 
passport.

“There will be some light entertain-
ment, and we made commemorative pins 
that attendees will get,” Herzog said. Serv-
ers and others working in participating 
restaurants will receive pins, too.

Participating in Carmel Culinary Week 
are Alvarado Street Brewery & Bistro, 
Barmel, Basil, Brophy’s Tavern, Bud’s at 
La Playa, Café Luna, Carmel Belle, Car-
mel’s Bistro Giovanni, Catch, Cultura, 
Dametra, Edwin’s, Flaherty’s, La Balena, 
La Bicyclette, Links Club, Little Napoli, 
Mission Bistro, Pescadero, Porta Bella, 
Rise + Roam, Seventh & Dolores Steak-
house, Stationaery, The Pocket, Toro, 
Vesuvio and Yafa.

 Beer dinner at Shearwater
The tavern in the recently remodeled 

Carmel Mission Inn will offer a dinner fea-
turing the beers of Alvarado Street Brew-
ery Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. for $60 per person, 
including tax and tip.

oysters on the half shell paired with Mon-
terey Beer lager, while the second course 
will focus on Texas-style smoked brisket 

XPA. 
Dessert will be New York-style cheese-

cake with a salted pretzel crust paired with 
“UGG Boots Golden Stout a touch of 
Pumpkin Spice.”

Kory Snider from Alvarado Street will 
lead the “fun, informative, unique eve-
ning,” and reservations are required. 

Call (831) 624-1841 ext. 3 to save a 
spot. The hotel is located at 3665 Rio Road 
at Highway 1. Visit shearwatertavern.com 
for more information.

From previous page  Pop-up dinners by 
Jonny Black

Jonny and Monique Black, the co-own-
ers of the upcoming Chez Noir restaurant 
destined for the downstairs space in the 
new complex across the street from the 

pop-up dinners at Stationaery restaurant on 
San Carlos south of Fifth this month.

“This Must Be the Place” will show-
case Black’s seafood-centric dishes served 
in four courses for $85, with wine pairings 
available for an additional $45.

Samuel Louis Smith will be there pour-
ing his eponymous wines Jan. 11, somme-
lier Ted Glennon will share wines from the 
Central Coast Jan. 18, and the Jan. 25 and 
Feb. 1 dinners will include wines curated 
by Chez Noir.

Tables can be booked through explore-
tock.com/cheznoircarmel.

 Carmel Honey Co. 
expands again

Teenager Jake Reisdorf’s Carmel 
Honey Co. has grown again with the open-
ing of another outlet in San Francisco, this 
time at Pier 39. The Carmel High School 
alum recently set up a booth at the Ferry 
Building on the Embarcadero, too, and has 
storefronts in Carmel Plaza and on Can-
nery Row.

Reisdorf, now 19, started his business 

design and was subsequently encouraged 
to pursue the real thing. He has since won 
numerous awards, including the SCORE 
Young Entrepreneur and CSUMB Start 
Up Challenge Winner in 2016, Young Bee-
keeper of the Year in 2017, California Small 
Business of the Year in 2018 and SBDC 
Rising Star in 2019. He’s received visits 

from celebrities and 

with schoolkids, 
tourists and locals at 
his shops.

Carmel Honey 
Co. stores carry 100 
percent raw artisanal 
honey and honey-
comb, hive-related 
bath and beauty prod-
ucts, gift packs, and 
bee-inspired apparel 
and home goods.

“I’m still pro-
ducing my signature 
honey varietals, but 
now with support 
from my pollination 
beekeeper friends,” 
Reisdorf told The 
Pine Cone, explaining how he’s meeting 

stores. “I’ve been fortunate enough to cre-
ate incredible relationships with key area 
farmers and beekeepers to maintain the 
quality and integrity of my honey and my 
bees.”

Those relationships are also allowing 
Reisdorf to “bring new honey varietals to 
my customers who have been asking for 
more options.”

The teen said he’s particularly grateful 
for the customers who “continue to support 
my ongoing efforts to educate the public 
about honey and bees through my Jake 
Gives Back Program,” which contributes 
funds to bee-related charities all over the 
world.

For more information, call (831) 687-
8511 or visit carmelhoneycompany.com.

Help Big Sur Health Center
Wild Fish Restaurant at 545 Lighthouse 

-
cent of all dinner sales Jan. 19 to the Big 
Sur Health Center in honor of the annual 
Foragers Fest fundraiser. Dinner will be 
served from 5 to 8:30 p.m.

The restaurant will offer “some deli-
cious innovative foraged-item dishes, 

night, according to organizers, though the 
regular menu will also be available.

gmail.com or call (831) 373-8523 and ask 
for Liz Jacobs.

 Wine Fridays at 
Hofsas House

The Hofsas House Hotel on San Car-
los Street north of Fourth will bring back 

starting with Bernardus Winery on Jan. 21 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

In the hotel’s poolside meeting room, 
supporters will enjoy wine and small bites 
as they support POMDR, “a resource and 
advocate for senior dogs and senior people 
on California’s Central Coast.” Since Octo-

than 2,500 dogs and has helped more than 
1,500 people and their pets stay together.

The cost is $15 per person for one glass 
of wine and nibbles. Additional glasses of 
wine can be purchased for $5 apiece. All 

Dog Rescue. To reserve, contact hotel 
owner Carrie Theis at (831) 624-2745 or 

Since 
1953

FINE WINES ~ CRAFT BEERS ~ SPIRITS
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS
GOURMET DELI - FARM FRESH PRODUCE

Pick up some BBQ & Beer 
for the game this weekend

Pick up some BBQ & Beer 
for the game this weekend

at The Best Corner in Carmel

831-624-3821        Ample Free Parking        831-624-1805

6th & Junipero, Carmel • Open 365 • Local Home Delivery

Free pours of Mai Tai IPA are on offer for Carmel Culinary Week when 
guests order Alvarado Street Brewery & Bistro’s prix fixe menu.

PHOTO/COURTESY VISIT CARMEL

“One of the most dramatic vineyards in the state.” - Wine Enthusiast

Tasting Cottage
19 E. Carmel Valley Rd 

Open Thursday-Sunday at 12-6p
By appointment Monday-Wednesday

Tasting Room
Dolores St., Carmel-by-the-Sea

Open Sunday-Thursday 12-7p
& Fri-Sat 12-8pmALBATROSSRIDGE.COM

ELEVATE YOUR YEAR
Wishing you the best as we take off in the new year.

Reserve online at juliasveg.com
Open Daily at 9am | 1180 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove CA 93950 

We are at the top of Forest Hill between Safeway and Trader Joe’s in the far back right of Forest Hill Shopping Center

Wild Mushrooms are in season
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Estate Winery
1972 Hobson Ave., Greenfield
831.386.0316

Carmel-by-the-Sea
San Carlos & 7th
831.626.WINE (9463)SCHEIDVINEYARDS.COM

Stop by our Tasting Rooms to Cheers our 50 years!

CALENDAR

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com
$0.50 per word ($25 min. charge)

• Add a photo for your event for only $25 •

Jan. 8-9 — At Wild Fish every weekend, come and enjoy 
live music on Friday and Saturday nights featuring the 
Lighthouse Jazz Quartet from 6-8:30 p.m. Open daily for 
lunch (11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.). Dinner (5-9 p.m.; Friday and 
Saturdays until 9:30 p.m.). Phone: (831) 373-8523. www.

Jan. 9 — The Baker’s Dozen in Concert at St. Dunstan’s: The 
Baker’s Dozen of Yale University, one of the nation’s oldest a 
cappella groups, will offer a broad repertoire of ballads, jazz, 
rock, and contemporary favorites at 4 p.m. Hear songs by Ed 
Sheeran, The Temptations, The Beatles, Maroon 5 and many 
others. Face masks required. Tickets are available at the door: 
$25, $20 seniors/military, students/children free. (831) 624-
6646 or stdcv.org

Jan. 12 — Community Night with the Library program, 
Bitskrieg: The New Challenge of Cyber Warfare, with 
author and professor John Arquilla. How new technologies 
are changing how we protect our citizens and wage our wars. 
7 p.m. at Carpenter Hall, Sunset Center and online. Register 
on our website: www.carmelpubliclibraryfoundation.org. 
Hosted by the Carmel Public Library Foundation. Cost: Free; 

Questions? afallon@carmelpubliclibraryfoundation.org or 
(831) 624-2811. Masks will be required to attend. 

Jan. 17 — “Be Prepared!” is the title of the talk by 
Wanda Vollmer, CEO and founder of Peace of Mind 
Preparedness, presented 2 p.m. at the Carmel Woman’s 
Club
herself, will offer valuable information on building a disaster 
kit to secure not only personal property but vital records as 
well. The Carmel Woman’s Club is at Ninth and San Carlos in 
Carmel-by-the-Sea. Members free, guests $3. Masks required. 
(831) 624-2866 or (831) 594-6200

Cypress Inn — singer and pianist Dino Vera (jazz, 
blues and r&b, Friday at 7 p.m.), pianist Gennady Lok-
tionov and singer Debbie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 7 
p.m.), The Andrea Carter Trio (jazz and blues, Sunday 
at 11 a.m.), guitarist Richard Devinck (classical, Sunday 
at 6 p.m.) and singer Lee Durley and pianist Joe Indence
(jazz, Thursday at 6 p.m.). Lincoln and Seventh, (831) 
624-3871.

Cibo restaurant in Monterey — The Dave Holodiloff 
Duo (jazz and bluegrass, Sunday at 7 p.m.), singers Lee 
Durley and Scotty Wright (jazz and r&b, Tuesday at 7 
p.m.) and The Ben Herod Trio (jazz and swing, Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.). 301 Alvarado St., (831) 649-8151.

Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley — singer and gui-
tarist Alex Lucero (Friday at 2 p.m.), singer and pianist 
Rory Lynch (Saturday at 2 p.m.), singer and guitarist 
John Vicino (Sunday at 11:30 a.m.), singer and guitarist 
Bobcat Rob (Monday at 2 p.m.) and singer and multi-in-
strumentalist Meredith McHenry (Thursday at 2 p.m.). 
8940 Carmel Valley Road, (831) 293-7500.

Gusto Pasta and Pizza in Seaside — singer and guitar-
ist Peter Martin and guitarist Adam Astrup (jazz, Tues-
day at 5:30 p.m.). 1901 Fremont Blvd., (831) 899-5825.

Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer and pianist Dino 
Vera (jazz, blues and r&b, Saturday and Thursday at 7 
p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive, (831) 620-1234.

The Inn at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach — The Andy 
Weis Band with pianist Bill Spencer and bassist Steve 
Uccello (jazz, Friday at 8:30 p.m.) The Andy Weis Band 
with pianist Gary Meek and bassist Rick Chelew (jazz, 
Saturday at 7 p.m.) and The Andy Weis Band with pianist
Gary Meek and bassist Steve Uccello (jazz, Thursday at 
7 p.m.). 2700 17 Mile Drive, (831) 647-7500.

Intercontinental Hotel in Monterey — guitarist Rich-
ard Devinck (Friday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kip 
Allert (Saturday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Johan 
Sotelo (Sunday at 6 p.m.) and singer and guitarist Kevin 
Pfeffer (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 750 Cannery Row, (831) 
375-4500.

Juice and Java
(Friday at 6 p.m.). 599 Lighthouse Ave., (831) 373-8652.

La Playa Hotel — The David Morwood Band (jazz, 
Sunday at 4 p.m.). Camino Real, (800) 582-8900.

The Lodge at Pebble Beach — singer and guitarist 
Taylor Rae (Friday at 6 p.m.), singer Hayley Jane (rock, 
Saturday at 6 p.m.) singer, and guitarist Kevin Pfeffer
(jazz, Sunday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Steven Shook
(Tuesday at 6 p.m.) and guitarist John Sherry (folk, rock 
and blues, Thursday at 6 p.m.). In the Terrace Lounge 
(unless noted) at 1700 17 Mile Drive, (831) 624-3811.

Midici Pizza in Monterey — multi-instrumentalist 
Paul Contos and guitarist Robert Papacica (jazz, Sun-
day at 5 p.m.) and singer Janice Perl and guitarist Robert 
Papacica (jazz, Thursday at 5 p.m.). 467 Alvarado St., 
(831) 264-7013.

Mission Ranch — singer and pianist Maddaline 
Edstrom (jazz and pop, Friday through Sunday at 5 p.m.) 
and pianist Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Monday through 

MUSIC
From page 22A

Thursday at 5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St., (831) 625-9040.
Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa — pianist Steve Mann 

(jazz, Friday at 6 p.m.), pianist Martan Mann (jazz, 
Friday at 6 p.m.), pianist Joe Indence (jazz, Sunday at 
6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Zack Freitas (Monday at 6 
p.m.), singer and guitarist Scott Slaughter (Wednesday at 
6 p.m.) and singer and guitarist Steven Shook (Thursday 
at 6 p.m.). 400 Cannery Row, (831) 646-1700.

Puma Road at Portola Plaza in Monterey — singer 
and guitarist Zhjon (Saturday at 5 p.m.). 281 Alvarado St., 
(831) 747-1911.

Sand City Art Park — The Rudians (“reggae fusion,” 

The Salty Seal Pub in Monterey — Monterey County 
Line (country rock, Friday at 8 p.m.), The Edge Band
(country rock, Saturday at 8 p.m.). 653 Cannery Row, 
(831) 920-2327. 700 Cannery Row, (831) 649-8050.

Sly McFly’s in Monterey — The Money Band (pop 
and rock, Friday at 9 p.m.), Retreauxspect (classic rock, 
Saturday at 9 p.m.), Victory Lane (classic rock, Tuesday 
at 8:30 p.m.), The John Michael Band (rock, Wednes-
day at 8:30 p.m.) and Johnny Tsunami & The Shoul-
der Hoppers (rock, Thursday at 8:30 p.m.). 700 Cannery 
Row, (831) 649-8050.

Trailside Cafe in Carmel Valley — singer and guitarist
Rick Chelew (folk, Friday at 6 p.m.) and singer and gui-
tarist Dave “Nomad” Miller (Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del 
Fino Place, (831) 298-7453.

Wild Fish The Light-
house Jazz Trio with pianist Bob Phillips, bassist Zach 
Westfall and drummer Mike Shannon (Friday at 6 p.m. 
and 9 p.m., and Saturday at 6 p.m.). 545 Lighthouse Ave.

Live music returns to Sunset Center Sunday when the Carmel Music 
Society presents a concert by the Dover Quartet.
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BEST of BATESEditorial

Into your own buzzsaw
WHEN YOU think of “activists,” you usually think of people who are 

trying to stop things, and nowhere has that been more true than in California, 
where an elaborate regulatory scheme that took years to create is in place to 
block anyone from building — especially along the coast.

“Successful coastal management is measured not by what we see, but 
what we don’t see,” coastal commissioner Mary Shallenberger explained 

ridges and terraces not marred by inappropriate development.”
To achieve those laudable goals, the state’s coastal activists realized way 

back in the 1970s they couldn’t just rely on things like zoning codes and 
land use guidelines. To really put the coast off limits to development, they 
needed to come up with elaborate and powerful new strategies, especially as 
the state’s population boomed in the 1960s and 1970s. 

The California coastline’s breathtaking scenery, blissfully moderate 
weather and myriad opportunities for recreation make it a place millions 
would like to live, and where practically everybody would like to visit. And 
when people start wanting to be someplace, they start needing highways, 
homes, hotels, schools, shopping centers, gas stations and medical facilities, 
not to mention sewer systems, power lines, internet access and all the other 
development that make living or visiting there possible — and all those 

their dreams of lives (or vacations) along the coast come true. It takes a lot 
of muscle to stop them.

In a blog he wrote before he died in 2012, the coastal commission’s long-
time executive director, Peter Douglas, explained how to do it. As he and his 
fellows activists worked in the early 1970s on the regulatory structure that 
would become the California Coastal Act, they invented what turned out to 
be perhaps the most effective tool for blocking development — something 
Douglas called “permit redundancy.”

Here’s how it works. To get a permit to, say, build an apartment building 
-

ronmental review supervised by the local planning department, with input 
from any citizen or government agency that has the slightest inclination to 
comment about what you intend to build. If you survive that step, next you 
go through the local planning commission and city council or board of super-

water district, sewer department, park authority, school district, air pollution 
control agency, forester, archaeological expert, etc., etc. And if you succeed 
with all of those, you may also need OKs from state and federal experts on 
various subjects, and you may even have to go to the coastal commission 
where the process, including environmental review, starts over again. And 

have to win every step of the process, but to stop you, your opponents only 
have to win once. Unfair? Of course. But Douglas didn’t care.

and hinders economic development,” Douglas wrote. But those arguments 
were a “phony pony” for developers, he said. “Redundancy is a good thing.” 
And with his help, it became a very deeply entrenched state law.

Which brings us to the Monterey Peninsula Water Management Dis-
trict’s effort to take over Cal Am. In a rational world, the MPWMD, being 
a duly constituted government agency with authority over our water supply, 
would be able to move ahead with the takeover on its own volition, even, if 
needed, by eminent domain. But we live in California, a place where ratio-
nal decision making left the building decades ago. To take over Cal Am, the 
MPWMD needs the approval of something called LAFCO. Why do they 
need this? Redundancy, of course.

“Is this the Mission Ranch?”

with no representation until July at the ear-
liest. If this ridiculous recall petition qual-

to step down immediately, despite the fact 
that she would be on the November ballot 

— money that should go to schools and 
special education programs. This recall 
effort is political and vindictive.

Please don’t let these noisy disrupters 
ruin our public schools. After all, Mon-
terey County is where public education 
began in California and now provides one 
of the best learning opportunities in the 
country. Great k-12 schools, two outstand-
ing community colleges, and a four-year 
university with postgraduate degrees. All 
affordable and accessible. All created and 
sustained by elected leaders. Don’t let the 

for so many. Speak out and vote to keep 
Annette Yee Steck on the board.

Sam Farr, Carmel

‘Reprehensible behavior’
Dear Editor

We are now entering the third year of 
the Covid pandemic. We should be in far 
better shape in America. We have enough 
vaccine for every person in this country.

The Carmel Pine Cone can take a sliver 
of responsibility for adding to and per-
petuating the misinformation campaign 
that is killing people and prolonging this 
pandemic.

Over the past two years, The Pine Cone 
has published letters containing blatant 

‘Right-wing extremists’
Dear Editor,

An appropriate New Year’s resolution: 
Wake up, voters! There is a sinister group 
of anti-vaxxers disrupting the business of 
our local school boards. Take for example 
the reported recall effort against newly 

member Annette Yee Steck. After the 
incumbent passed away, she was appointed 
unanimously (6-0) to a vacancy on the 
board because of her 27 years of experi-

School District board. She is one of the 
most experienced school board members 
in the state and is often asked to train new 
school board members all over California. 
How lucky are we that she is willing to 
serve this region!

Yet a small group of right-wing extrem-
ists want to immediately recall her appoint-
ment, which would not only cost a great 
deal of money, but would leave our region See LETTERS page 28A
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Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase 
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

Big Sur was homesteaded by Thomas Ben-
ton Slate, a native of Missouri who was 
born in 1841. This proved to be another 
Steinbeck connection. Slate was named 
for Missouri Senator Thomas Hart Ben-
ton (1785-1858). The senator’s grandson, 
artist Thomas Hart Benton (1879-1975), 
illustrated a deluxe edition of Steinbeck’s 
“Grapes of Wrath” in 1940.

Slate was just a youth when his par-
ents joined a wagon train that moved them 
west to Linn County, Oregon, in 1854. As 

a young man, he made his 
way south and worked as 
a lumberman in the Santa 
Cruz mountains. Suffering 
from pain — “rhumatiz in 
the feet” — he was told of a 
place down the coast known 

by the natives as “tahkitahk,” meaning hot 
healing waters. He searched out the hot 
springs and was healed. The census taker 
in 1870 found him there, when the postal 
designation was “San Antonio.” Slate 
homesteaded the land, welcomed guests to 
his healing cliffside springs, and continued 
to add to his land holdings along the moun-
tainous coast.  

In 1880, Slate married Bersabe Remi-
gio “Belle” Soberanes. Her father, José 
Antonio Ezequiel Buenaventura Sober-
anes, had been the administrator of Mis-
sion San Antonio before moving to Mon-
terey. Belle’s grandmother, María Isidora 
(Mrs. Mariano Soberanes), was a sister of 
General Vallejo.

Curing ‘rhumatiz’ and rinsing 
diapers — before it was Esalen

THE REPUTATION of the Esalen 
Institute and its role in the “human poten-
tial movement” was familiar to me years 
before I moved to California in 1985, but 
it was only after moving here and delv-
ing into the life and works of writer John 
Steinbeck that I learned that years earlier 
Esalen was known as Slate’s Hot Springs, 
and that it had been owned by Salinas doc-
tor, Henry C. Murphy. The doctor not only 
delivered Steinbeck in 1902, but he also 
saved Steinbeck’s life in 1917, cracking 

open his ribs to drain his lungs during a 
severe case of pleural pneumonia. 

In return, Steinbeck venerated Murphy 
in Chapter 54 of “East of Eden” as the doc-
tor who cares for Adam Trask. The doctor 
showed an “affectionate anger” at Chinese 
servant Lee’s lay knowledge of medicine.  

My Steinbeck research led to me to 
Bruce and Jean Ariss, who moved to the 
Peninsula in 1934 and became close friends 
with Steinbeck and Ed Ricketts. They told 
me stories of adventures at Slate’s in the 
late 1940s with writer Henry Miller, who 
disgustingly would rinse out his daughter’s 
dirty diapers in the hot springs.  

Healing waters
The Arisses made me aware that 

Murphy was the grandfather of Esalen 
founder Michael Murphy 
and his brother Dennis. 
Their father, John Mur-
phy, was just seven months 
older than Steinbeck. The 
two Johns had grown up 
together in Salinas and 
remained friends. Dennis 
Murphy’s 1958 novel, “The 
Sergeant,” has a unique 
place in Steinbeck stud-
ies. Steinbeck wrote an 
endorsement of Dennis’ 
book. So rare was a Stein-
beck recommendation that 
the publisher, Viking Press, 
put it on the front of the 
dust jacket.

The late Dick Hayman 

include Steinbeck literature 
in classes taught at Salinas 
High. Hayman suggested 
to me that Cal and Aaron 
Trask of “East of Eden” 
were modeled on Michael 
and Dennis Murphy. I once 
had the opportunity to ask 
Michael about this. His 
steely glare in response left 
the question unanswered.

In addition to the Stein-
beck links to the Esalen 
story, I wanted to know 
why it had been called 
“Slate’s.” I learned that the 
remote location south of 

shoehorn so I don’t have to untie my shoes. 
And I run outside with sleep in my eyes 
and my hair sticking up all over the place 
like a mad scientist, and drive to a good 
spot.”

Then, he wanders into the woods or 

waits … and waits … for the magic.
“I’m probably going to get something 

better very early in the morning,” Wright 
said. “The purples and pinks are much 
more intense when the sun is barely start-

ing to appear. The oranges 
are more brilliant. And then 
the sky turns more gold.

“Sometimes I wait a long 
time before that happens, 
so, yeah, there’s a lot of 
patience involved — a lot 

Wright, 64, has been a Monterey resi-
dent since 2007, but was born in Palo Alto 
and grew up in Los Altos and Sunnyvale.

“I graduated from Homestead High, 
same as Steve Jobs,” he said with a laugh.

If accumulating wealth was ever a high 
priority for Wright, it eventually took a 
back seat to his hunger for creating art. He 
worked his early years as an electrotech-
nician in Silicon Valley, and was a realtor, 
approaching 50, when he decided he’d had 

He credits a girlfriend with convinc-
ing him to move to Monterey where the 
spectacular scenery from there to Big Sur 
quickly became his true love.

Wright, who had dabbled in photog-
raphy in his 20s, bought himself a better 

camera and became obsessed 
with the vistas waiting just min-
utes beyond his front door. 

A thousand shots
“I’ll usually take between 

15 and 200 shots of a sunrise or 
sunset, but I’ve taken as many 
as 1,000 photos if I’ve gone out 
early for a sunset and stayed 
really late,” he said.

“I’m looking for fog, rays of 
light peeking through a cloud, or 
the tree branches — anything that 
will make a photo more interest-
ing,” said Wright, who regards 
cloud cover as his collaborator. 
“I’ve sat there for an hour, some-
times longer, just waiting for 
a spot of blue to break through 
the clouds or watching for the 
next set of big waves. I want my 
pictures to look like something 
different.”

Wright’s attempts to start 
a career as a local real estate 
agent tanked in 2008, when 
the economy crashed. Then, 
he opened Monterey Apparel, 
a screen-printing business he 
owned for almost 13 years.

“I was taking pictures the 
whole time, but never had much 
time to seriously pursue it until 
2015, when my mom passed 

THERE ARE methods behind the 
magic Brad Wright makes with his Sony 
A-6000 camera, creating sublime images 
of Central Coast seascapes and landscapes 
illuminated by blazing skies, or blades of 

mist or the trees.
A key, of course, is being in the right 

place at the right time — for example, atop 
the rocks above the crashing waves at sun-
rise — which, in itself, can require unusual 
dedication.

“I also play in a couple of bands, so I’m 
often up late at night — sometimes till 2 
a.m.,” said the guitarist, a co-founder of the 
Road Roosters and a recent addition to Jon 

-
rey-based groups.

“But if I have reason to think we’re 

way to get myself up. You’ve heard that 

out?’ That’s what motivates me.”
He frequently checks weather websites. 

If he wakes up in the middle of the night, 
he always goes to the window to peek at 
the skies, hoping to see clouds — nature’s 
canvas for the artistic sun. And when his 
alarm clock blares in the pitch-darkness …

out of bed and pull on my pants. I use a 

History Beat
By NEAL HOTELLING

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

HE WORKS IN SUNLIGHT ON NATURE’S 
CLOUD-COVERED CANVASES

In 1939, Dr. Henry Murphy added this cliffside platform (top) with 
several bathtubs for his planned health spa. He reopened Slate’s 
Hot Springs in 1946. This photo of Slate’s Hot Springs ranch 
(above) is attributed to surveyor Lou Hare, c. 1913.

PHOTO/WHAT’S DOING MAGAZINE, JULY 1946, PAT HATHAWAY COLLECTION

See ARTIST page 31A

See HISTORY page 31

Monterey fine art photographer Brad Wright plays guitar in 
local bands, but often rises before the sun to capture spec-
tacular images of the Central Coast.

PHOTO/BRAD WRIGHT

Real Estate Solutions
For When Needs Change.

Call 831.601.3320
AdamMoniz.com
DRE: 01885594

Hidden Treasure in the Heart of Carmel-by-the-Sea
2 Beds, 2 Baths  ■  $1,300,000  ■  NE Corner San Carlos & 8th, Unit #14

www.CarmelAbodes.comMark Ryan  |  (831) 238.1498
REALTOR®  ■  DRE #01458945

(831) 601.1620  |  Paul Brocchini
Broker Associate  ■  DRE #00904451

www.CarmelAbodes.com

Coming Soon
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Central Coast

Rug pad, 
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Best
Girl
Ever

Addie
August 30, 2008 - January 3, 2022

KNOWLEDGE • SERVICE • CONVENIENCE
IS WHY YOU SHOULD CHOOSE MURPHY’S

Robert Wells
   General Manager

35 Years Experience

Free Delivery Anywhere in Monterey County 
8316592291

10 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley Village

and dangerous misinformation. One has to 
wonder why you are publishing letters as 
recently as last week, that continue to val-
idate people’s false beliefs in conspiracy 
theories and utter nonsense?  

You, as the publisher, are making the 
choice to publish letters that may harm or 
kill people. This is not about presenting a 
diversity of voices and opinions. This is 
irresponsible and reprehensible behavior.

As long as you and others in the media 
continue to perpetuate the falsehoods that 
buoy people’s belief in conspiracy theory 
and reject science, we will continue to see 
surges, deaths, new variants, depleted sup-
ply chains and ongoing disruption to life.

This is so simple: Get vaccinated, wear 
a mask, social distance, stay home if you 
are unwell, stop spreading misinformation 
and end this pandemic now.

Scott Bogen, Big Sur

LETTERS
From page 26A

The real reason for shortage
Dear Editor,

The editorial in the Dec. 31 edition 
makes two insightful and valid claims: 
1. Our water shortage is political. 2. We 
waste huge amounts of water that during 

real reason Cal Am does not capture any 
of the storm water is that Cal Am has been 
more busy lobbying state and local govern-

county supervisors, the California Public 
Utility Commission, and the governors 
(who appoint the commissioners who must 
follow the dictates of Cal Am so as to con-
tinue receiving campaign contributions). 

Cal Am has focused and spent so 
much of our money on lobbying to con-

that the only solution that Cal Am offered 
was a massive, destructive, and unneeded 
desalination project — again to maximize 

We must remember that Cal Am has 
done everything in its massive power to 
stop the award winning water reclamation 

these projects) the only new sources of 
water ever produced on the Peninsula that 
was developed in a Monterey One Water 
and MPWMD creative local government 
partnership. 

The reason Cal Am and its state and 

scheming so much is to thwart the will of 
the voting mandate of Measure J passed 
by a 56 percent majority of voters who 
are tired of paying some of the highest 
water rates in the nation and want the abu-
sive relationship to Cal Am to end. 

Cal Am is spending huge amounts of 
money (ours again) in litigation to keep 

Walt Notley, Carmel

No night games
Dear Editor,

were wonderful and festive and gave a 
backbone to our weekends. The incred-
ible views from the bleachers, the mild 
temperatures in the 60s and 70s, and the 
excited crowds of people to watch our 
team (I was a cheerleader) were wonderful. 
Night games with star-dulling lights across 
the neighborhood are not needed! No on 

Lacy Williams Buck, Carmel

Moriarty said he originally planned to 

which otherwise will be big enough to 
accommodate a full symphony.

said. If built inside, the sound barrier would 

changes just to make it usable.

investment that I thought it was going to 

point across at the planning commission 
hearing how pivotal and essential this is 

Moriarty said he’s planning on invest-
ing a large amount of money in the build-

-

‘An eyesore for decades’

resources board, said she had planned 
to submit a four-page letter and petition 

with Moriarty and Carver and learned the 
gates would be able to swing open and shut, 
which resolved one of her objections. As a 
result, she didn’t send the letter and ten-
tatively supported the project, though she 
and ally Neal Kruse decried the increasing 
appearance of modern architecture and 
large panes of glass along that stretch of 

including gallery owner Richard Kreitman, 

winery owner Jack Galante, supported the 
installation of the glass wall, which they 

GLASS
From page 3A

said could easily be removed if the build-
ing is converted to a different use down the 
line.

decades, and they’re cleaning it up and 
turning it back into the beautiful period 

and essential if this building is going to 
be used to its fullest potential as a record-
ing studio — a use that is wholeheartedly 
aligned with the best traditions of this vil-

-
ceived downside to this design is greatly 
outweighed by the creation of a world-

Councilwoman Karen Ferlito asked if 
the council should limit the hours of oper-
ation, and she worried about events on the 

issues. Moriarty said the use of the rooftop 
is restricted by the city and that the busi-
ness will be very low key.

-

Councilwoman Carrie Theis pointed 
out that the point of a recording studio is 
preventing sound from getting in or out, so 
it’s unlikely to be loud or disruptive.

Theis supported the new use, saying it’s 
different and just the type that’s needed 
downtown, and while she typically doesn’t 
like to go against the planning commis-
sion, she favored granting Carver and 

The rest of the council agreed — and 
applauded the conversations the applicants 

unanimously voting to approve the glass 
wall and door inside the vestibule. Council 
members made no changes to any of the 
other plans.
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REGISTER NOW!

www.carmelpubliclibraryfoundation.org
831.624.2811 

This ad sponsored by 

Rebecca Wolf Arnold, Carmel Realty Company and 

Carmel Public Library Foundation Board Member

831.241.2600 • www.arnold-team.com    
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Author John Arquilla, 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus, 
U.S. Naval Postgraduate School,
looks at the challenges posed by 
Cyberwarfare and explores the 
radical rethinking of military and security affairs, diplomacy, 
and the routines of our daily lives.

The Carmel Public Library Foundation
presents:

Registration Required (limited seats)
Attend in person OR join us online
FREE – donations always appreciated. 
Proceeds benefit Carmel Public Library

Bitskrieg:
The New Challenge 
of Cyberwarfare 

Wednesday, January 12 at 7pm 
Carpenter Hall at Sunset Center, Carmel

Community Night
with the Library

country. While the omicron variant is less dangerous than 
some previous versions that can cause more severe illness, 
it is much more infectious.

“The most recent sequencing shows that most of the 
cases here in Monterey County are due to the omicron 

On Thursday, the health department reported that 57 
Covid-positive people were inpatients at the county’s four 
hospitals, up from 40 the day before. Studies show that 
people infected with omicron have a lower risk of serious 
illness and hospitalization.

“However, with the rising number of total cases, the 
number of patients hospitalized with Covid is increasing,” 
Moreno explained. “And so that is a concern of ours.”

Testing help needed
As of Thursday afternoon, Community Hospital of the 

Monterey Peninsula had 24 patients with Covid in its care, 
including three in intensive care. 

Spokeswoman Monica Sciuto said the hospital has 

the virus has spread among its workforce.
“We have activated our Hospital Incident Command 

System to prepare for and make necessary changes as 

-
essary, we have the ability to expand our ICU capacity by 
utilizing other spaces within the hospital to accommodate 
more ICU-level patients. Our surge plan can be activated 
quickly should these additional beds be needed.”

A greater number of cases in Monterey County has also 
-

ing to Moreno, who said his department has requested that 
the California Department of Public Health offer more 
resources. In some cases during the past two weeks, resi-
dents on the Peninsula have had to wait in long lines to get 
tested for the coronavirus.

“Hopefully, the state will be able to respond and 
increase the access to testing locations,” Moreno said.

The health department, he said, has also requested the 
state provide more rapid testing kits, and it purchased 
some “to distribute to local agencies who are in need of 

OMICRON
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appointment. 
The omicron surge occurred during what was winter 

break for many Monterey Peninsula school students, most 
of whom returned to the classroom this week. Local school 
districts handed out Covid test kits and required students, 
regardless of vaccination status, to test themselves before 
returning to school.

There have been few infections in Monterey Peninsula 

reported a total of 27 school-based Covid cases among stu-

However, those numbers were reported before most 
students went on a two-week break for the holidays, and 
before omicron really took off in Monterey County. The 
numbers could be much different in two or three weeks.

Still, President Joe Biden this week called for schools 
to stay open, despite the decision by teachers in Chicago 
and some other districts to cancel classes and return to dis-
tance learning. 

“We know that our kids can be safe when in school,” 
Biden said Tuesday. “That’s why I believe that schools 

-
demic of the unvaccinated,” a once ubiquitous claim that 
is becoming increasingly doubtful since omicron has 
demonstrated the ability to blow through vaccines. 

Mask mandate extended
As omicron rages throughout California, state Health 

and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly announced 
Wednesday an extension to the state’s indoor mask man-
date imposed in mid-December. The requirement will now 

The law requires almost everyone — regardless of vac-
cination status — to wear face coverings in indoor spaces, 
including shops, restaurants and government buildings. 
Ghaly said he would reevaluate the mandate ahead of Feb. 

The announcement comes at the same time new ques-
tions are being raised about the effectiveness of cloth 

they don’t protect people against the omicron variant, 

“Cloth masks are not going to cut it with omicron,” 
according to Linsey Marr, a researcher at Virginia Tech, in 
an interview with NPR.

Leana Wen, an emergency physician at the George 
Washington University Milken Institute School of Public 
Health, said people need to wear at least a three-ply sur-
gical mask.

“You can wear a cloth mask on top of that, but do not 
just wear a cloth mask alone,” Wen told CNN.

of cloth masks from state and federal governments, and 
ensuring citizens have access to proper face coverings to 
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FINE HOME FURNISHINGS

1228 SOUTH MAIN STREET; SALINAS, CALIFORNIA…
THE GATEWAY TO SALINAS—HIGHWAY 68 

• MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-5, SUNDAY 11-5 • 422-1500
 * Photographs for illustration only.  

many famous
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showroom floor.
solid woods, 
gorgeous fabrics,
    heirloom quality.
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Time to refresh your home . . . come in and save before they’re all gone!
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Visit AdvancedBlind.com for 
currently available discounts.

Offer must be presented at time of order

SHOWROOM LOCATION
2320 Del Monte Ave. | Monterey

(831) 372-1908 | AdvancedBlind.com
*discount on in-house manufactured products. CA Lic # 866474

Monterey County’s Premier In-House Manufacturer of 
Quality Blinds, Shades, Shutters and Window Coverings 

Made Right. Made Right Here.Made Right. Made Right Here.

with conspiracy and is next set to appear in court Jan. 11 
for the setting of a preliminary hearing.

The younger teen, meanwhile, will now be transferred 
to San Joaquin County for a dispositional hearing, accord-
ing to Sinohui.

“Robbery is considered a violent felony and is a ‘strike 
offense’ pursuant to Penal Code section 667,” she said. 
“Given the age of the minor, the robberies committed 
against the three employees will count as a strike on his 
criminal record.”

Investigators are still tracking down the two other rob-
bers, according to Watkins, and have served search war-
rants. Anyone with information is asked to call DA inves-
tigator John Magana at (831) 784-5669.

ROBBERY
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Department of Public Health, which said in an August 
2021 order that workers may be exempt from taking the 
coronavirus vaccine if “the worker is declining vaccina-
tion based on religious beliefs.” 

The CDPH also outlined accommodations, including 
regular testing and wearing of masks, for those who claim 
religious and medical exemptions, options that Salinas 
Valley Memorial Healthcare System did not offer, accord-
ing to the complaint. 

“The blanket denial to all employees requesting an 
exemption evidences an intentional disregard of the 
requests and clearly constitutes a violation of these 
employees’ rights under state law,” says the complaint 

Daniel Watkins.

Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. Watkins 
is also representing the plaintiffs in the CHOMP complaint.

The religious exemption requests are based on the 
plaintiffs’ opposition to the connection between fetal cells 
and the vaccines. Cells obtained from aborted fetuses are 
used in the testing or development of certain Covid-19 

SUE
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vaccines, according to the U.S. National Library of Med-
icine. The vaccines themselves, however, do not contain 
aborted fetal cells.

While some people of religious faith may choose to be 
immunized, “any SVMHS employee is entitled to interpret 
the scriptural commands differently,” the lawsuit says.

not seen the complaint.

Safety measures
“What we can say and want the public to understand, is 

that Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System fully 
supports the state’s vaccination mandate for healthcare 
workers and the new requirement for booster shots by Feb. 
1,” Rusk told The Pine Cone.

“The requirements are evidence-based and the 
most effective tools we have available to protect our 
staff, patients and community,” Rusk went on to explain. 
“We are pleased that the overwhelming majority of our 
staff support the state vaccine mandates and the other 
important safety measures we have put into place during 
the course of the pandemic.”  

The plaintiffs, who are requesting a jury trial, are seek-

damages, including punitive damages. The case is set for 
a May 3 court hearing.

Volunteers at the Center for Photographic Art put up a new show, 
“Each of Us is Fastened to the Other” by Josh Smith and Vanessa 
Woods, which opens Saturday. 

Painter Romanoos presents her latest creations in “An 
Artist’s Journey,” sculptor Rob Holt explores the abstract 

Anjelica Colliard seek a connection with the earth in 
“Natural Life, Sacred Life.”

Also on display is “Celebrating Monterey County,” a 
collection of photos presented by Monterey County His-
torical Society.

The gallery hosts a reception Friday at 7 p.m. The 
shows continue through Feb. 24. The art center is located 
at 568 Lighthouse Ave. pgartcenter.org.

ART
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Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locallySt. John’s Chapel Del Monte

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 • stjohnschapel.com

A Traditional Episcopal Parish Using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer
SERVICE AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Established 1891

Church
of the

Wayfarer

Pastor Karla Lundin

(United Methodist)

Lincoln Street and 7th Avenue • Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com/worship • 831-624-3550

Join Us For Worship Sundays at 10 a.m.

Church
in the

Forest

at Stevenson School
3152 Forest Lake Road

Pebble Beach
Sundays at 9:45 am

a multi-denominational church

The Rev. Ken Feske

This Sunday:
“It’s not the Destination,

It’s the Journey”
–Ralph Waldo Emerson

www.churchintheforest.org

ChristianScienceCarmel.org

Thou wilt show me the path of life.
— The Bible, Psalms
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LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF.

— Science and Health

Please join us in person and by phone 
10 am Sundays and by phone 7 pm 

Wednesdays.
Phone 1-346-248-7799

When prompted, add meeting ID:
254-548-7154#  Passcode 1866#

Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula
Independent & United Church of Christ

Pastor Paul Wrightman | Music by Emmy Award-winning Jon Close

WORSHIP 11 A.M. SUNDAYS

4590 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel CA 93923
(831) 624-8595                              ccmp.org
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Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH
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email anne@carmelpinecone.com

or call (831) 274-8654
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Journey to the heart of Carmel ...Journey to the heart of Carmel ...
where it all beganwhere it all began

www.carmelmission.orgwww.carmelmission.org

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
 5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASSES SUNDAY MASSES
 9 a.m.  9 a.m. andand 11 a.m.  11 a.m. 
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Property 

Management

Vacation Rental 

Management

Andy Nygard  I  831-915-2863 
hauteshelter.com

Haute Shelter Property Management Inc. 
DRE # 02065719

In the days before Highway 1, Slate’s Hot Springs resort 
was not easily accessible. Today it is a 45-mile drive south 
of Monterey. In the 1880s, with trails that wove through 
the canyons, it was promoted as 90 miles from Monterey. 
Still, the “Hot Sulpher Baths,” with their curative effects, 
attracted visitors.  Slate also promoted “Beautiful scenery, 

In early 1894, the Slates and their four children moved 

July. In August, Slate sold his holdings down the coast, 
675 acres that included the hot springs, to Walter C. Little. 
Slate ran for county treasurer in 1894 but died unexpect-
edly in October before the election. Belle sold the house 
in New Monterey and moved the family to Casa Sober-

and Scott streets in Monterey.  Her brother inherited the 
house when their father died in 1896; still, Belle remained 
there until her death 20 years later.

Roping, riding and hot springs
In 1895, soon after Little began operating Slate’s Hot 

-
ing ocean transportation to many points along the coast, 
including Slate’s. This may have helped, but most visitors 
still came overland. Walter’s younger brother, John, raised 
stock and managed the hot springs. In 1899, John married 
Margaret McWay, who came with her parents from Brook-
lyn, N.Y., in the 1870s and homesteaded what is now Julia 
Pfeiffer Burns State Park. John introduced equestrian 
training to the offerings at Slate’s and people visited to 

HISTORY
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learn Western riding and roping skills. 
Walter Little had accumulated 1,800 acres around the 

hot springs by 1910. That is when he sold the 157-acre 
spread at the hot springs to Dr. Murphy. Murphy was born 
and raised in northeastern Tennessee, where his father was 
a physician, and he came to the Salinas Valley in 1886 
to establish his own medical practice. He married Vinnie 
Macdonald of Lompoc in 1892 and they had four children, 
three daughters and one son.  

Eighth wonder
Having visited the healing baths at Baden-Baden in 

southwestern Germany, Murphy desired to create a sim-
ilar type of health resort in Monterey County. At the time 
he bought Slate’s, Murphy could drive his car only as far 
as the Post ranch. From there, he had to take a horse. He 
brought phone service into Slate’s Hot Springs in 1911, 
and in 1913, hired county surveyor Lou Hare with hopes 
of developing an improved coastal route to his land.  

Upon the return of the survey party, the Monterey 
American newspaper of June 17, 1913 reported, “The Pan-
ama Canal is the seventh wonder of the world, and there is 
no reason why this road, when completed, should not go 
down as the eighth wonder. It is suggested that Dr. Mur-
phy wait until the Panama Canal is completed so that he 
can have the machinery shipped up here for construction 
work on the path that is to lead into one of nature’s most 
beautiful spots.”

The road and further development of a resort would 
need to wait. Construction of the coast highway was 

-
eon reached Slate’s in 1926. The road south from Mon-
terey did not reach Slate’s until 1935. The highway was 

Murphy retired from his practice in 1938 and worked 

An advertisement in an 1892 Monterey newspaper for a prede-
cessor of Esalen.

away,” he said. “That’s when I bought myself a great cam-
era and started shooting photos at least 200 days a year. I 
was addicted.”

Wright credits his daughter, Jessica — a photography 
major in college — for teaching him about composition, 
but otherwise considers himself to be mostly self-taught.

Wright maintains his own photography website and 
created a Facebook group — Monterey County Photog-
raphy — as a public showcase for his work. But when 
other area photographers also embraced the venue, he 
welcomed them. After just one year, the group has almost 
7,000 members.

Wright also sold many of his images, although mar-
keting his own work has never been high on his to-do list.

“I don’t call myself a professional photographer,” he 
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said. “Maybe my photos look that way, but when you’re a 
professional, your photos are paying the bills. I realize that 
I need to up my game a bit on the business end, but I’m 
more interested in taking pictures. Art, for me, is more fun 
than anything, and I want to keep it that way.”

Playing classic rock, jazz, and Motown-style music 
with the Road Roosters and Light Fighters is Wright’s 
other passion — one that occasionally intersects with his 
photography.

“When I’m out there playing music, and meeting new 
people, I’ll introduce myself,” he said. “And once in a 
while, somebody will say, ‘You’re Brad Wright? Oh my 
God, I’ve been looking at your photos forever!’ One lady 

online at bradwrightphotography.com.
Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County. 

Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

on building his health spa. A new lodge and cabins were 
completed in 1939, but the effort was short lived. The 
onset of World War II closed the coast to tourism, due to 
fears of a Japanese invasion. As younger men went to war, 
Murphy resumed his practice “for the duration.”  

Murphy reopened Slate’s Hot Springs after the war, but 
died in 1948, leaving the hot springs property to his wife. 
Dennis Murphy and his wife moved there in the 1950s 
and welcomed what a 1965 San Francisco Examiner arti-
cle,referenced as, “pot smokers and other members of the 
overly unconventional set.” Even beat writer Jack Ker-
ouac, writing in his book “Big Sur,” expressed discomfort 
around the gatherings at the hot springs at the time.

With Stanford classmate Richard A. Price, Michael 
Murphy leased the property from his grandmother in 1962 
and created the Esalen Institute. The ne’er-do-well beat-
niks were replaced by intellectuals who could pay the way. 

is now being challenged by Covid-related closures. Hope-
fully, the treasured site will welcome visitors again soon.

If you’d like to meet BB, please fill out 
an online adoption questionnaire.

WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-718-9122

(If you’d like to sponsor our 
next ad, give us a call.)

                Ad sponsored by 
                C&C Car Repair 

In Memory of Magnum
www.ccrepairmonterey.com

BB is a sensitive soul, happiest when 
he’s surrounded by his pack mates 
and people. BB doesn’t really want 
to play, but he does want to be 
adjacent to the play! He loves to be 
held or snuggled up in a dog bed 
with other dogs. 
BB is a 10-year-old, 6 lb Chihuahua.

BB

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • Saturday & Sunday Brunch

OPEN Daily, 9am-9pm • 3 hours Parking Validation
Woody’s at the Airport

200 Fred Kane Drive, Monterey
(831) 373-1232 • woodysmontereyairport.com

RESTAURANT & BAR

NOW OFFERING

Saturday & Sunday 

BRUNCH
STARTING AT 9AM

Fun Daily Specials
Prime Rib Fridays & Saturadays
Happy Hour EVERYDAY, 3-6pm

Football Specials
Saturday & All Day Sunday

on Arkwright Court, a cul-de-sac with numerous apart-
ment buildings on both sides located just off David and 
Moreland avenues and across the street from Lucky su-
permarket.

“Our detectives are actively working on this case and 
are doing everything they can to make an arrest,” Hoffman 
said.

Asked about a possible motive for the Christmas Day 

BEAT
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assault, Hoffman replied that it is “under investigation at 
this time.”

Keeping name secret
Asked this week if the police department is considering 

releasing the perpetrator’s name since she is still at large, 
Chief Cathy Madalone said, “it’s still under investigation, 
not at this point.”

Law enforcement agencies and courts have long 
reported a rise in domestic violence incidents during major 
holidays, such as Christmas and Thanksgiving, though 
it’s not clear if the P.G. attack was a domestic violence 
incident.
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For the Best in Pebble Beach and Carmel

MIKE CANNING, JESSICA CANNING, NIC CANNING, ELLEN KRAUSSE, BRIAN KECK & DAVID REESE
831.238.5535  |  TEAM@CANNINGPROPERTIES.COM  |  CANNINGPROPERTIES.COM

MONTEREY PENINSULA BROKERAGES | SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/MONTEREY
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C A R M E L  H I G H L A N D S 

Dramatic Oceanfront Estate in the Highlands
2 3 7 H i g h w a y 1 . c o m

Modern Elegance on Padre Lane
1 4 7 1 P a d r e L a n e . c o m  |  C o - l i s t e d  w i t h  V l a d a n  S t o j a n o v i c

P E B B L E  B E A C H  P E B B L E  B E A C H

Located on the Coveted 13th Fairway
3 4 0 6 S e v e n t e e n M i l e . c o m

P E B B L E  B E A C H

Oceanview Opportunity 
1 5 7 3 R i a t a R o a d . c o m

Chic Carmel Cottage 
SanCarlos2SEof13th.com | Co-listed with The Malone Hodges Team

C A R M E L - B Y - T H E - S E A

S A N T A  L U C I A  P R E S E R V E

Views of Carmel Valley & Big Sur
9 L o n g R i d g e . c o m

Homesite Opportunity in the Preserve
9 G a r z a s T r a i l . c o m

S A N T A  L U C I A  P R E S E R V E
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