HEALTHYLifestyles

Is there a surgery in your future? We have some great info on
what to expect when you’re recovering … Inside this week!
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Pastor projects underway on Scenic, 13th
n Home and Colonial Terrace Inn
By MARY SCHLEY

O

NE OF Monaco businessman Patrice Pastor’s most
visible projects got underway this month, when one of his
three houses on Scenic Road was demolished to make way
for a pool and guesthouse.
Work also recently began on sprucing up the historic
Colonial Terrace Inn, which will be renamed the Carmel

Beach Hotel and Spa when it reopens.
Over a three-year period, Pastor purchased the three
houses on Scenic south of Ninth for a total of nearly $20.5
million, and architect Jun Sillano shepherded various
plans through the city’s permit process. Ultimately, after
several redesigns, Pastor chose to tear down the middle
house and replace it with a small guesthouse and an outdoor swimming pool.

Home, guest house and pool
This week, demolition of the 1,802-square-foot house
was completed, and the site is being prepared for
construction of a 517-square-foot guesthouse and
an outdoor swimming pool with a “rising floor”
that can be lifted when the pool’s not in use so it
looks and functions like a patio. The lot will also be
merged with the property to the south.
Pastor first proposed a demolition, remodel, outdoor pool and underground tunnel in July 2019, but
planning commissioners panned the first project, in
part due to concerns about having an outdoor pool
visible from Scenic Road. The plans they eventually OK’d were vastly scaled down, eliminating the
underground tunnel and putting had the pool inside.
Rather than proceeding with that project, Sillano
brought new plans to the commissioners for consideration in June, when they gave their preliminary
approval to the new project but wanted assurance
the pool would be screened from Scenic so that no
strangers are tempted to break in and try to use it
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when Pastor and his family are not home. In August,

A home on Scenic well on its way to the scrap heap. Patrice Pastor owns
the property, which will be the site of a new home for him and his family.

See PROJECTS page 25A

Big slide near county line blocks highway to Cambria
By CHRIS COUNTS

SUNNY SKIES may be in the forecast for now, but

the heavy rains that fell on Big Sur this week caused at
least three slides that closed Highway 1 — including one
that is keeping the highway closed just south of the San
Luis Obispo County line.
A 10-mile stretch of the highway between Ragged Point
and the elephant seal turnout is closed and will remain that
way for at least several days, Caltrans said.
“Highway 1 remains closed due to rockfall and debris
in the roadway in northern San Luis Obispo County,”
Kevin Drabinski of Caltrans confirmed Thursday. “It’s
still an active slide — we’re collecting material on a daily
basis.”
Rock, mud and debris have been removed from the
highway, while more material hangs dangerously above
the pavement on a steep hillside. Before the road is

reopened, the overhanging rock needs to be dealt with.
“Maintenance teams and contractors continue to assess
how to safely remove an undermined rock mass on the hill
high above the roadway,” the report continued. “There is
currently no estimated time for reopening — the cleanup
effort could be impacted by additional rainfall in the area.”
On Monday, Caltrans signed a $1.25 million emergency
contract with Souza Construction of San Luis Obispo to
“clear the slide, remove the unsupported rock above the
roadway and perform other related repairs.”
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Omicron surge
arrives in county
By KELLY NIX

T

HE COVID-19 winter surge — very likely caused
by the omicron variant — has begun in Monterey County,
with case rates rising Thursday to almost 20 per day per
100,000 residents, the highest level since February. Statewide, the rate is 31, up from 16 just a week ago.
While it’s unclear how much of the uptick is being
caused by the highly contagious but less virulent omicron
strain, Covid hospitalizations in Monterey County are still
relatively low, with a total of 28 Covid-positive inpatients
at the county’s four hospitals. A year ago, there were 200.
Disruption
Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula’s Dr.
Martha Blum said that given that the omicron variant
seems to cause less severe illness in those with some preexisting immunity — either from prior infection or vaccination or both — the hope is that even with higher test
positivity and case rates, the county won’t see a similar
rise in hospitalizations or deaths.
“But even omicron is capable of causing severe disease
See OMICRON page 16A

Panetta regrets major
re-draw of his district
n Says he’s not sure why it was needed
By KELLY NIX

D

Other closures, reopenings
Two other slides closed Highway 1 temporarily Sunday
morning between Ragged Point and Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn.
A few hours later, the road reopened.
While Highway 1 is closed south of Ragged Point,
which adds hours of driving to a trip from Carmel to
Hearst Castle, the road is clear for travel to the north, and
businesses remain open. “Travelers from the Monterey/
Carmel area should be advised that Highway 1 remains

EMOCRATIC CONGRESSMAN Jimmy Panetta
said this week he’s disappointed that the state’s redistricting commission decided to break up the area he’s represented since 2017 and accused commissioners of ignoring
pleas by citizens and elected officials to keep it intact.
In a decision certified by the secretary of state this
week, the congressional district Panetta, 52, had represented for the past four years was altered significantly to
remove all of the City of Salinas and San Benito County
and numerous inland agricultural cities in South Monterey County. The district he will represent, if he’s reelected
next year, will span from the southern part of San Jose all
the way to north San Luis Obispo County.
In an interview with The Pine Cone Tuesday afternoon,
Panetta said that besides being disappointed in the district
being retooled to exclude major communities he’s gotten
to know, he is “extremely disappointed” in the relatively
little time the California Citizens Redistricting Commission spent on formulating the new congressional district.

See SLIDE page 13A

See PANETTA page 19A

Peninsula friends mourn passing of John Madden
By MARY SCHLEY and ELAINE HESSER

W
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Triggered by recent rains, a slide has closed Highway 1 indefinitely just south of the Monterey County-San Luis Obispo County line.

HEN ACCLAIMED sportscaster, NFL coach and
video game entrepreneur John Madden died Tuesday at the
age of 85, he left behind millions of fans who loved him
for his uniquely accessible and often humorous approach
to calling football games. On the Monterey Peninsula,
folks have those memories and more, as Madden and his
wife Virginia had a home at the foot of Ocean Avenue for
decades, frequented local restaurants, stores and sports
venues, and were even known to invite friends to sit on the
sidelines at NFL games.
Fellow sports commentator and Pebble Beach resident
Jim Nantz said he was “stunned and saddened” when he
learned of Madden’s passing, and noted that the coach
“loved his life in Carmel.”
“His primary home was in Danville, but he loved to
come down and hang with his friends down our way,” he

said.
Pebble Beach resident Jim Tunney, known as the “dean
of NFL referees,” shared the field with Coach Madden and
his Oakland Raiders on many occasions, and said that he
was “always a gentleman.”
Once, when the Raiders were playing the Rams at the
L.A. Coliseum, Tunney said Madden began yelling at him
about “something he didn’t like on the field.” Madden kept
it up, and when the first half ended, approached Tunney
on the field and grabbed him by the arm to press his point.
Tunney said, “I told him, ‘If you don’t get off the field
right now, you won’t be back for the second half.’” When
the teams returned to the field, Madden apologized to Tunney. “He said, ‘I’m sorry. I had no right to confront you in
the middle of the field like that.’”
Madden regularly showed up at CHS basketball games,
See MADDEN page 12A
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