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Tree news

Oak grows against 
house, commission 
says move house

By MARY SCHLEY

A COAST live oak that’s touching the roof of a 
home on Guadalupe northwest of Fifth can’t be cut 
down, the forest and beach commission decided Dec. 9. 
Instead, commissioners told homeowner Jaynie Moore 
to make changes to the house.

Moore applied for a permit to remove the oak after 
a home inspector “informed her that the tree is coming 
in contact with the structure, and this presents an issue 

Homeowner to pay 
$26K for damaging 
neigHbor’s pine

By MARY SCHLEY

THE FOREST and beach commission last week 
unanimously decided the owner of a property on Lobos 
Street should pay $26,148 to a neighbor after a plumb-
ing crew damaged a large Monterey Pine on the neigh-
bor’s property. While city forester Sara Davis had rec-
ommended the contractor be on the hook for the costs, 
the commission decided the people who hired him were 
responsible for the mishap.

Last August, All Service Plumbing was digging to 
repair a broken sewer line at the house on Lobos Street 
(three northwest of Third) at the request of the owner, 
named in city documents only as the Walton Trust but 
which assessor’s records show was owned by James and 
Esther Walton of Santa Rosa. The plumbers cut large 
roots — greater than 2 inches in diameter — without a 
permit, Davis said.

“Additionally, the underground utilities were not 
marked before the excavation as required by state law, 
city encroachment and Carmel Area Wastewater Dis-
trict permits were not issued, and there was raw sew-
age noted in the excavation,” Davis said, so a stop-work 
order was issued.

Emergency removal
Cutting the roots damaged the 41-inch-diameter 

pine so badly that it was at high risk of falling, accord-
ing to Davis, so an emergency permit was issued to its 
owner, Ron Rembisz, who paid $4,400 for the pine to 
be removed. Arborist Frank Ono appraised the value of 
the pine before the damage at $17,000 using guidelines 
from the Council of Tree & Landscape Appraisers.

Davis said the contractor should pay for the value 
of the tree, the removal and the appraisal, for a total of 
$26,147.71. She also said Dom Yanez, who owns the 
plumbing company, admitted being at fault and that she A resident asked for permission to cut down this oak because it’s 

damaging her house, but the forest and beach commission told 
her to change the roof and keep the tree.

See OAK page 24A

See PINE page 24A

Two suspects in 
Fourtané robbery 
still on the loose
n Chief optimistic they’ll be caught

By MARY SCHLEY

THE 19-YEAR-OLD who was arrested in the smash-
and-grab at Fourtané Jewelers last Tuesday pleaded not 
guilty Dec. 9 to three felony counts of second-degree rob-
bery using a deadly weapon — a sledgehammer — and 
was appointed a private attorney (paid by taxpayers) after 
the public defender’s office said it couldn’t represent him 
due to a conflict of interest.

Elijah Juarez, a Stockton resident, remained in Monte-
rey County Jail this week on $165,000 bail.

Smash and dash
Juarez and a 16-year-old unnamed suspect were 

arrested on Highway 1 in Marina by the California High-
way Patrol shortly after the robbery, which occurred 
around 5 p.m. Dec. 7. Wearing black hoodies and masks, 
four people drove up to Fourtané at the corner of Lincoln 
and Ocean in a newer-model black SUV with no license 
plates, and three got out and ran into the store carrying 

An innovative preschool that operates in Big Sur without a 
fixed address gives youngsters a chance to explore their curi-
osity and potential outdoors. See page16A.

PHOTO/SOFIA SNAVELY

panetta’s district could 
lose salinas Valley

By KELLY NIX

A PROPOSAL to split Monterey County between 
two congressional districts isn’t getting a very welcome 
reception from some local elected officials and business 
leaders.

Under a plan floated this month by the state’s redis-
tricting commission, the City of Salinas and most of South 
Monterey County would be removed from Democratic 
Rep. Jimmy Panetta’s congressional district and added to 
the district that includes parts of the City of San Jose and 
San Luis Obispo County.

As it stands now, the 20th Congressional District, 
which Panetta represents, encompasses all of San Benito 
and Monterey counties and parts of Santa Clara and Santa 
Cruz counties. 

But the California Redistricting Commission is redraw-
ing the congressional boundaries to reflect population 
losses in the 2020 census and the elimination of one con-
gressional seat for the state.

A proposed congressional boundary map released this 
week removes San Benito County and much of South 
Monterey County, including the cities of Salinas, Soledad, 
Gonzales, Greenfield and King City, from the 20th Con-
gressional District and adds them to a district that includes 

ordinances on wireless communications.
“She helps clients with matters involving broadband 

and fiber networks, cable and telecom franchising, wire-
less communications and public-private partnership,” 
according to her CV. Most of her clients are public agen-
cies like local governments, water districts and municipal 
utilities that she assists with regulatory advice and advo-
cacy, negotiations and drafting agreements.

Before entering private practice, Karish worked 
in-house for a Miami-based long-distance carrier, and 

City lawyers up in anticipation of Verizon lawsuit
By MARY SCHLEY

FOLLOWING ITS unanimous denial of Verizon 
Wireless’ bid to install a cell tower on a power pole at Car-
melo and Eighth last week, the city council at a special 
meeting Tuesday unanimously voted to hire another law 
firm to help it prepare for a legal battle with the telecom 
giant.

Last July, the council hired Telecom Law Firm to assist 
with legal issues involving Verizon and any other com-
panies interested in installing wireless facilities in town. 
Verizon applied for five locations in the residential neigh-
borhood south of Ocean Avenue and was denied in 2019, 
after which the company moved two of the towers outside 
the city limits and then received permission to place one 
on the roof of Sunset Center. On Dec. 7, Verizon officials 
asked the council to OK another tower near La Playa — 
and threatened litigation if they didn’t get their way.

‘Prudent’
This week, council members considered signing a con-

tract with Best, Best & Krieger for telecommunications 
legal services. The council is not getting rid of Telecom 
Law Firm — which was paid more than $5,600 in October 
and has received a total of $35,207 for its assistance so far 
— but is adding another lawyer to its arsenal.

“At this time, we think it’s prudent to retain additional 
legal counsel,” said city attorney Brian Pierik, adding that 
law partner Gail Karish “is very experienced with telecom-
munications issues.” He recommended hiring the firm.

According to her resume, Karish “represents public 
agencies in a wide range of telecommunications matters,” 
and her firm has helped 50 cities and three counties in 
California, as well as many others out of state, craft their 

See VERIZON page 24A See DISTRICT page 18A

See FOURTANE page 21A

Nature is the classroom for Big Sur preschoolers




