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Tree news

Oak grows against 
house, commission 
says move house

By MARY SCHLEY

A COAST live oak that’s touching the roof of a 
home on Guadalupe northwest of Fifth can’t be cut 
down, the forest and beach commission decided Dec. 9. 
Instead, commissioners told homeowner Jaynie Moore 
to make changes to the house.

Moore applied for a permit to remove the oak after 
a home inspector “informed her that the tree is coming 
in contact with the structure, and this presents an issue 

Homeowner to pay 
$26K for damaging 
neigHbor’s pine

By MARY SCHLEY

THE FOREST and beach commission last week 
unanimously decided the owner of a property on Lobos 
Street should pay $26,148 to a neighbor after a plumb-
ing crew damaged a large Monterey Pine on the neigh-
bor’s property. While city forester Sara Davis had rec-
ommended the contractor be on the hook for the costs, 
the commission decided the people who hired him were 
responsible for the mishap.

Last August, All Service Plumbing was digging to 
repair a broken sewer line at the house on Lobos Street 
(three northwest of Third) at the request of the owner, 
named in city documents only as the Walton Trust but 
which assessor’s records show was owned by James and 
Esther Walton of Santa Rosa. The plumbers cut large 
roots — greater than 2 inches in diameter — without a 
permit, Davis said.

“Additionally, the underground utilities were not 
marked before the excavation as required by state law, 
city encroachment and Carmel Area Wastewater Dis-
trict permits were not issued, and there was raw sew-
age noted in the excavation,” Davis said, so a stop-work 
order was issued.

Emergency removal
Cutting the roots damaged the 41-inch-diameter 

pine so badly that it was at high risk of falling, accord-
ing to Davis, so an emergency permit was issued to its 
owner, Ron Rembisz, who paid $4,400 for the pine to 
be removed. Arborist Frank Ono appraised the value of 
the pine before the damage at $17,000 using guidelines 
from the Council of Tree & Landscape Appraisers.

Davis said the contractor should pay for the value 
of the tree, the removal and the appraisal, for a total of 
$26,147.71. She also said Dom Yanez, who owns the 
plumbing company, admitted being at fault and that she A resident asked for permission to cut down this oak because it’s 

damaging her house, but the forest and beach commission told 
her to change the roof and keep the tree.

See OAK page 24A

See PINE page 24A

Two suspects in 
Fourtané robbery 
still on the loose
n Chief optimistic they’ll be caught

By MARY SCHLEY

THE 19-YEAR-OLD who was arrested in the smash-
and-grab at Fourtané Jewelers last Tuesday pleaded not 
guilty Dec. 9 to three felony counts of second-degree rob-
bery using a deadly weapon — a sledgehammer — and 
was appointed a private attorney (paid by taxpayers) after 
the public defender’s office said it couldn’t represent him 
due to a conflict of interest.

Elijah Juarez, a Stockton resident, remained in Monte-
rey County Jail this week on $165,000 bail.

Smash and dash
Juarez and a 16-year-old unnamed suspect were 

arrested on Highway 1 in Marina by the California High-
way Patrol shortly after the robbery, which occurred 
around 5 p.m. Dec. 7. Wearing black hoodies and masks, 
four people drove up to Fourtané at the corner of Lincoln 
and Ocean in a newer-model black SUV with no license 
plates, and three got out and ran into the store carrying 

An innovative preschool that operates in Big Sur without a 
fixed address gives youngsters a chance to explore their curi-
osity and potential outdoors. See page16A.

PHOTO/SOFIA SNAVELY

panetta’s district could 
lose salinas Valley

By KELLY NIX

A PROPOSAL to split Monterey County between 
two congressional districts isn’t getting a very welcome 
reception from some local elected officials and business 
leaders.

Under a plan floated this month by the state’s redis-
tricting commission, the City of Salinas and most of South 
Monterey County would be removed from Democratic 
Rep. Jimmy Panetta’s congressional district and added to 
the district that includes parts of the City of San Jose and 
San Luis Obispo County.

As it stands now, the 20th Congressional District, 
which Panetta represents, encompasses all of San Benito 
and Monterey counties and parts of Santa Clara and Santa 
Cruz counties. 

But the California Redistricting Commission is redraw-
ing the congressional boundaries to reflect population 
losses in the 2020 census and the elimination of one con-
gressional seat for the state.

A proposed congressional boundary map released this 
week removes San Benito County and much of South 
Monterey County, including the cities of Salinas, Soledad, 
Gonzales, Greenfield and King City, from the 20th Con-
gressional District and adds them to a district that includes 

ordinances on wireless communications.
“She helps clients with matters involving broadband 

and fiber networks, cable and telecom franchising, wire-
less communications and public-private partnership,” 
according to her CV. Most of her clients are public agen-
cies like local governments, water districts and municipal 
utilities that she assists with regulatory advice and advo-
cacy, negotiations and drafting agreements.

Before entering private practice, Karish worked 
in-house for a Miami-based long-distance carrier, and 

City lawyers up in anticipation of Verizon lawsuit
By MARY SCHLEY

FOLLOWING ITS unanimous denial of Verizon 
Wireless’ bid to install a cell tower on a power pole at Car-
melo and Eighth last week, the city council at a special 
meeting Tuesday unanimously voted to hire another law 
firm to help it prepare for a legal battle with the telecom 
giant.

Last July, the council hired Telecom Law Firm to assist 
with legal issues involving Verizon and any other com-
panies interested in installing wireless facilities in town. 
Verizon applied for five locations in the residential neigh-
borhood south of Ocean Avenue and was denied in 2019, 
after which the company moved two of the towers outside 
the city limits and then received permission to place one 
on the roof of Sunset Center. On Dec. 7, Verizon officials 
asked the council to OK another tower near La Playa — 
and threatened litigation if they didn’t get their way.

‘Prudent’
This week, council members considered signing a con-

tract with Best, Best & Krieger for telecommunications 
legal services. The council is not getting rid of Telecom 
Law Firm — which was paid more than $5,600 in October 
and has received a total of $35,207 for its assistance so far 
— but is adding another lawyer to its arsenal.

“At this time, we think it’s prudent to retain additional 
legal counsel,” said city attorney Brian Pierik, adding that 
law partner Gail Karish “is very experienced with telecom-
munications issues.” He recommended hiring the firm.

According to her resume, Karish “represents public 
agencies in a wide range of telecommunications matters,” 
and her firm has helped 50 cities and three counties in 
California, as well as many others out of state, craft their 

See VERIZON page 24A See DISTRICT page 18A

See FOURTANE page 21A

Nature is the classroom for Big Sur preschoolers
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

SHE’D ALWAYS had a dog — cocker spaniels when 
her kids were growing up — and she understood, in 
moving to a canine community like Pacific Grove, she 
really should have one there. She’s always loved gold-
en retrievers but, when she left her San Francisco Bay 
area home, she downsized her house and her yard. She 
was thinking she should probably downsize her dog, 
as well. Maybe get a cuddly little lap dog.

It was her daughter who first saw the darling little 
pup in the window at Animal Friends Rescue Project, 
but then she fell in love with Amber, too, and brought 
her home. 

“Amber is absolutely adorable,” her person said. “A 
little over 6 pounds, she’s a blonde little thing with the 
face of a Yorkie but is clearly part Chihuahua. Every 
day is a bad hair day for her.”

Amber was found on the streets of Salinas, her back 
legs broken from when she was run over by a bike. Sur-

gery saved her legs and her life, and her person helps 
her feel safe.

“Once in a while, when she runs, Amber will use 
just three legs,” her person said. “But most of the time, 
you’d never notice she’d been injured.”

Amber loves going on walks through town and to the 
beach, but she’s particularly enamored of her person’s 
three little granddaughters. She met each as a baby, 
and although she’s always been smaller than the chil-
dren, she considered herself their nanny until the kids 
could crawl.

Amber’s person, in developing a mystery party for a 
friend’s beach birthday, wrote a special role for a guest 
into the evening’s mystery, just so she could ensure 
that Amber had a part in the play.

“Amber is included in most everything we do,” her 
person said. “We take her everywhere, and she also 
spends a lot of time napping on our laps.”

Downsized dog

831-625-8106
carmel plaza • ocean ave

shop now at khakisofcarmel.com
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the perfect gift.

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

Be Beautiful for Your Holidays!

Gift Certificates are available! 
Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment; All 
treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your appointment 
by calling our offices today. All offers expire December 31, 2021.

Take Time for You                
Botox at $11.00 per unit, 

Juvederm®XC filler 1mL syringe at $700 each.
LIMELIGHT $300.00 per treatment, 

a $150 per treatment savings. 

Schedule a consultation about our new Micro-needling/RF 
(Radio Frequency) machine!  The results are amazing!

26200 Carmel Rancho Blvd    831-626-7555
Open 9-6 Daily   TheRawConnection.com

Guiding you through the 
Senior Living Process!

Laura Ruggieri (831) 402-9909
Laura@eppmp.com | www.eppmp.com

- Extensive Knowledge of Assisted Living, Memory Care 
and Residential Care Homes in Monterey County

- Tour Appropriate Community with a 
Trusted Local Senior Living Advisor

A FREE Service - No Cost to You

The Carmel Pine Cone

Christmas: Issue Dec. 24
Pine Cone advertising deadlines:

Monday, December 20, 2021: 
2 p.m. for all ad submissions

Legal deadline: 
Monday, December 20, 5 p.m.

Real Estate — Deadline is Tuesday, 
December 21, 10 a.m. for all ad submission

Open houses: Monday, December 20, 10 a.m.

New Year’s: Issue Dec. 31
Regular deadlines are in place for New Years.

will be observing early deadlines 
for Christmas week

AFRP 
ADOPTION 
CENTERS

Saoirse (Seersha) has recovered from a broken hind 
leg and she’s ready for a lifetime of love! She is a 
friendly dog that loves meeting new people and gets 
along with other dogs, children and livestock. Saoirse 
is looking for an active adopter that can continue her 
training. Visit the AFRP website to read more and fill out 
an online application. 

831-333-0722

Forever 
Friend!
• Shepherd Mix
• 8 Months
• 52 Pounds
• Eager to Learn

Real Estate & Big Sur
Jung Yi • jung@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8646

Carmel-by-the-Sea • Pebble Beach
Carmel Valley & Mouth of Valley

Meena Lewellen
meena@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8655

Monterey • Pacific Grove • Seaside • Sand City
Jessica Caird

jessica@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8590

Carmel Pine Cone Sales Staff

299 LIGHTHOUSE, MONTEREY • 831–649–3083
16,000 SQUARE FEET OF COLLECTABLE DESIGN

STICKLEY
FURNITURE

SALE
DEC. 6-17

35% OFF

MSRP
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c  831. 214 .19 9 0 
TimAllenProperties.com

DRE#00891159

Personalized Marketing. 
Exceptional Presentation.

Sold in Pebble Beach

TIM,  MARK,  BRENNA,  BILLY AND TEAM ARE 
highly professional. They conducted a market survey 
and presented us with both a marketing plan, as 
well as the analysis for the suggested list price for the 
property. They executed the plan well. This included 
the proper photography, specialized signage, and 
other collateral material. They were super responsive, 
personable and great to work with.
   
We received many offers through this process. The 
team was not the least bit pushy at any juncture. 
They shared their viewpoints on the pros and cons 
of each offer and answered questions. We are 
pleased with the outcome and highly recommend 
Tim, Mark, Billy, Brenna and the team.

See MENORAH page 31A
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Didn’t meet standards

-

-

-

JUDGE DENIES MOTHER’S DEMAND FOR
MENORAH AT SCHOOL TREE LIGHTING

By MARY SCHLEY

-

-

-

-

Requests denied

-

- 831.521.5024
RyanMelcher.com
Ryan@ryanmelcher.com

DRE: 01897036

RYAN MELCHER PROPERTIES
#1 Sotheby’s  Agent in Carmel

WE ARE IN A HOT SELLER’S MARKET!
Please call me for a confidential consultation on your home value

R|M

FJORN-CPC-12032021.indd   1 12/16/21   11:58 AM
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 13RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Nov. 8 — Judge Carrie M. Panetta sen-
tenced Alvaro Corona-Aguirre, 20, of Sali-
nas, to a 20-year, four-month prison term for 
two counts of attempted murder, gang offens-

-
tion in an April 7, 2018, shooting in Salinas.

Corona-Aguirre, then 17 and a Norteño 
gang member, and fellow Norteño gang 
members Mark Valenzuela, 25, and Miguel 
Jimenez, 19, circled a neighborhood in East 
Salinas in Valenzuela’s vehicle. Valenzuela 
parked on Towt Street and Jimenez and Coro-
na-Aguirre exited Valenzuela’s vehicle, both 

in front of their residence. Neither individual 
suffered gunshot injuries. After the shoot-
ing, Corona-Aguirre and Jimenez returned 
to Valenzuela’s awaiting vehicle and the trio 

-
-

scene of the shooting. This contact concluded 
with the issuance of a citation to Valenzuela.  

Subsequent investigation and review of 
surveillance footage gathered in the investi-

shooters. In 2019, Valenzuela received a 17-
year prison sentence and Jimenez received a 
20-year, four-month prison sentence. As re-
quired by law, because of his age at the time 
of the offense, Corona-Aguirre was origi-
nally charged in juvenile court. Following 
a lengthy hearing on his suitability for his 
case to be handled in juvenile court, the court 
granted the People’s motion to transfer Coro-
na-Aguirre’s case to adult court.

Nov. 15 — A jury found Carlos Hernan-

battery on his child’s parent and two counts 
of cruelty to a child.

On June 18, 2021, Jane Doe, the mother 
of Hernandez’ four children, went to Hernan-
dez’ residence to pick up their young daugh-
ter. During the custody exchange an argu-
ment ensued. Hernandez grabbed and pulled 
Doe’s hair and then punched her in the face in 
the presence of three of their young children. 
Doe drove immediately to a safe location, 
called 911 and waited for police to arrive. 

Erik Santiago were dispatched to Doe’s loca-
tion and investigated the domestic violence 

See GAVEL page 31A

Please get that dog a house key

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Domestic violence, 
stalking, and robbery involving a male tak-
ing a cell phone from a female with whom 
he was in a relationship. Incident occurred on 
Dolores between Fifth and Sixth.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Bracelet lost while 
downtown.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Phone report of 
hazard and fall on city property at Ninth and 
Scenic.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Adult male was 
warned about trespassing at two businesses 
downtown in the area of Dolores and Sev-
enth. Information only.

A 24-year-old male was 
cited and released on Ocean View Boulevard 
at 0025 hours for possession of marijuana 
over 28.5 grams 

 A blood glucose monitor 
was brought into the station as found prop-
erty.

 Vehicle stopped on Arena 

old male driver was found to be driving on 
suspended license and had outstanding arrest 
warrants. Passenger was found to be in pos-
session of a large amount of marijuana. The 

Driver was arrested and booked into jail. 
Carmel Valley: Deputies responded to a 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Check fraud report-
ed at Ocean and Junipero.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Cell phone found on 
the beach. The cell phone will not charge.

Dog owner on Glen Lake 

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Vehicle towed from 
Eighth east of San Carlos for expired regis-
tration.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Cell phone found 
on a wall ledge at Santa Fe and Fourth. The 
phone number is not registered.

H -
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Police Department and the Monterey County 

was compiled by Mary Schley.

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      DRE: 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

Jerry Solomon
Master Barber

Tuesday to Friday 8:30 to 5:30 
Saturday 8:30 to 3:00

Located in Morgan Court
On Lincoln St, 

Between Ocean Ave. & 7th Ave.
Suite 6, Carmel-by-the-Sea

831-375-8571

aiX  FRENCH TABLECLOTHS
Showroom OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11-4

605a California Ave, Surprising SAND CITY
Hwy 1 to exit 403 (Hwy 218-Seaside) follow to Del Monte Blvd. Turn left.  Continue to Contra Costa St.     

Turn left.  Follow until it dead-ends at California Ave. Turn right.  605 is just past City Hall.   Phone: 392-7787

Dishtowels / Runners / Napkins / Olivewood / Biot GLASS

HOLIDAY SALE - 15% DISCOUNT

Clark’s Carmel StoneClark’s Carmel Stone
(831) 385-4000

100 Airport Drive,
King City
Delivery Available

www.carmelstone.biz                  clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

Happy
Holidays!!

www.SPCAmc.org

Kitties 
of the Week

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information about adopting Vixen and Simba.
Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

Simba 1 year old

“SPCA for Monterey County Veterinary clinic is taking appointments 
for spay/neuter!  Go to www.spcamc.org to make an appointment online.

Gorgeous, handsome, adorable (did we say hand-
some?) Simba has his beautiful eyes on you! He 
is a sweet 1-year-old kitty with tons of love in his 
heart, and he’s ready to share. You can meet Simba 
at the SPCA!

Hi, my name is Vixen, and I’m 6 months old! I’m a 
little shy right now, but that’s only because I was a 
stray in Soledad before the SPCA rescued me; I’m 
still getting used to being loved and cared for. Won’t 
you spend some time with me, and you’ll learn 
what a wonderful and loving companion I can be.

Vixen 6 mos. old
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Lowest prices, best selection

OPENS
12/16

WINERY DIRECT® COUPON |  Valid 12/16/2021-12/23/2021

Excludes items with prices ending in 7. Cannot be combined with any other Total Wine & More WINE Coupon or in combination 
with the Mix 6 Discount. Coupon valid in Monterey, CA location only. Not valid on previous purchases. Limit one online code per 
customer. Offer valid 12/16/2021-12/23/2021. Valid in-store, on the Total Wine app or at TotalWine.com. For in-store purchases, must 
present coupon at time of purchase. One-time-use coupon.

ONLINE CODE 6847

40000006847

Save $10 on $100 or more of 750ml and 1.5L Winery Direct® Wines.
(Maximum Discount $10 with this coupon)
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Hours: Mon–Sun 9am–10pm

(831) 920-0154
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HomeGoods

Marshalls

Sand Dollar Center 

808 Playa Ave.

Sand City, CA 93955

MONTEREY

Prices and coupon valid 12/16/2021 - 12/23/2021. Total Wine & More is not responsible for typographical 
or human error or supplier price increases. Prices may vary. Rebate offers vary. While supplies last. 
Limit one offer per transaction. Rebate offers valid in-store only, see store for details. Products while 
supplies last. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Loyalty points not redeemable on gift cards, 
classes, tastings, deposits, rentals and ice. Total Wine & More is a registered trademark of RSSI. © 2021 
Retail Services & Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. Please drink responsibly. Use a designated driver. 

Next to HomeGoods

VISIT TOTALWINE.COM 
FOR CURBSIDE AND 
IN-STORE PICK UP

WE’RE HIRING 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Apply in store or online 

at TotalWine.com/Careers

OPENING
Monterey 808 Playa Avenue

Sand City, CA 93955

Look for 
these signs
and save

93
JAMES

SUCKLING

Kendall Jackson 
Vintner’s Reserve 
Chardonnay 
California 750ml

9.97

Meiomi Pinot 
Noir California 
750ml

17.97

Amici Cabernet 
Sauvignon 
Napa 2018 
California 750ml

49.99

Tito’s 
Handmade 
Vodka 1.75L

26.99

Johnnie 
Walker Black 
1.75L

46.99

Patron 
Silver 1.75L

69.99

Lagunitas A 
Little Sumpin 
Sumpin 12-
12oz btls

13.99

Sierra Nevada 
Pale Ale 24-12oz 
loose btls

25.99

40000006847
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WHATEVER YOUWHATEVER YOU givegive GET IT AT THE CROSSROADS!GET IT AT THE CROSSROADS!
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204 CARMEL AVENUE • MARINA, CA
831-384-0925 • www.CASINOMONTEREY.com

REINDOLLAR

HILLCREST

CARMEL
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MARINA

Just minutes from
Downtown Monterey

Why travel when you can
play in your own backyard.

1-800-GAMBLER • GEGA-003846, GEGA-GEGA-003703, GEGA-000889 GEGA-000891 GEGA-002838

THE MARINA CLUB CASINO ENSURES THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF ALL GUESTS
AND TEAM MEMBERS AT ALL TIMES, WHILE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

FULL BAR

WHERE MONTEREY COMES TO PLAY

“More Bonuses. Higher Payouts. 
Better Baccarat.”

• 1,500 SQ. FT.
OF GAMING

• 3 CARD POKER
• BLACKJACK

• BACCARAT

• TEXAS HOLD’EM

days beforehand — the prosecution will 
present the evidence against Walker, and 
the judge will determine whether there’s 

Walker was arrested at his home in Napa 
-

dalized buildings, railings and a vehicle, 
causing thousands of dollars in damage 
during a nighttime spree while he was in 

of security footage and records searches, 
which revealed he was on probation for a 

Next hearing in vandalism case 
not until February 2022

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

T
counts of vandalism following a downtown 

preliminary hearing in the case against 
Gabriel Walker, Monterey County Supe-

that hearing — assuming the lawyers and 

“The county mourns the loss of a mem-
ber of our county employee family, and our 
hearts go out to family and friends,” she 

-
paign to help raise money for his funeral 

Moli, was tragically killed in a car accident 

money to assist them with the funeral costs 

-

COUNTY WORKER DIES IN WRECK
By MARY SCHLEY

-
liner southbound on the grade south of 

he lost control of the large tractor trailer, 
which hit a guardrail before rolling down 

-

at the time of the fatal accident occurred, 
Cavender said, and it’s unknown why 

County spokeswoman Maia Carroll said 
Moli had been hauling heavy equipment to 
a public works jobsite when he crashed, 
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L O V E  W H A T     D I S C O V E R
SHOPS . RESTAURANTS . SERVICE . WINE 

‘twas your last chance for the nice list...
visit our store at The Crossroads Carmel or online at lulas.com

The Crossroads Carmel
244 Crossroads Blvd.

831.655.8527
www.lulas.com

store hours:
Mon - Sat: 10-6  Sun: 12-5

208 Crossroad Blvd, Carmel  | 831-626-2665

Give the gift 
      ...of mystery

 BRING IN THIS AD 
 AND RECEIVE

 10% OFF
Now through 1-17-22

Must have ad to 
receive discount

223 Crossroads Blvd., Carmel
www.sudsandscissorsinc.com

Full service pet grooming – Concierge service.
Grooming products are all natural, 

100% Phosphate Free
To know us, is to trust us. What are you waiting for?

•Clothing
•Handbags

•Accessories
•Jewelry

•Shoes
•Gifts

110 Crossroads Blvd.

Carmel, Ca 93923
(831) 626-4686
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GraystoneAuctions.com

Submit your questions to Larry@GraystoneAuctions.com

Graystone Realty & Auction, Inc.
Estate, Downsizing & Inventory Specialist

831-277-1882 • GraystoneAuctions.comDRE#02103680

Dear Larry,
Carl in Monterey

Dear Carl,
estimates.

������
�	
���

 BY LARRY MESLER

the playing “of any musical instrument or 
instruments with or without vocal accom-
paniment where alcoholic beverages are 
sold and/or served to the public,” as long 
as they honor noise limits.

Associate planner Evan Kort recom-
mended the commission approve the per-
mit and additional uses for the Links Club 
at the Dec. 8 meeting.

Popups worked
Montgomery said her application was 

prompted by requests from customers 
seeking other activities, including those 
that are fun for families.

“We did some popups,” she said, 
including family karaoke on Sundays, to 
see whether the new offerings would draw 
more patrons. “We had people who have 

Plaza indoor golf venue gets OK for live music, trivia nights, karaoke
By MARY SCHLEY

THE LINKS Club can now host musi-
cians and other entertainment — includ-
ing karaoke, which has been prohibited 
in the past — the planning commission 
unanimously decided last week. The large 

contains golf simulators in several bays 
and serves beer, wine and food, plans to 
offer a few events each week, including 
sports trivia night and open mic night, to 
draw more groups and families, according 
to owner April Montgomery.

A city ordinance hailing back to the 
1930s bans live music where alcohol is sold 
or served, but in 2005, the city approved a 
system for issuing permits to restaurants, 
bars and tasting rooms interested in hosting 

come back since then and said they had a 
really good time.”

Links Club’s occupancy is 125 people, 
and there’s plenty of space to accommo-
date everyone who might want to come, 
she said. Montgomery also told the com-
mission that their trial events had not gar-
nered any complaints about noise or any-
thing else.

spoke in favor of the application, and no 
one objected.

-
ported it, too, though they worried about 
crowds and the business somehow morph-
ing into a concert hall in the future.

“Having more entertainment options in 
Carmel is excellent,” said commissioner 
Chris Bolton. “I have some concerns about 
future use and expansion.”

Commissioner Robert Delves said all 
the proposed additional uses for the Links 

of “commercial recreation,” and he cau-
tioned the rest of the commission against 
“trying to future-proof this.”

“I think we’re OK — I’m not con-
cerned,” he said. “If they were to change 
it into a concert hall, they would be chang-
ing the primary use,” which would require 

planning commission approval.
Commissioners decided the permit 

10 the code calls for, at which point the 
planning director could renew it. Commis-
sioners also wanted the occupancy stated 
on the permit.

Karaoke’s OK
The code also states that any estab-

lishment that receives three complaints 
in a one-year period will have its permit 
revoked by the planning commission, so 
there’s plenty of reason for the Links Club 
to ensure none are made, Kort reminded 
commissioners.

He also offered a different interpretation 
of the section stating that “live music per-
mits shall not include karaoke activities.”

While in the past that has been taken to 
mean karaoke is banned — the planning 
commission in 2006 denied a bar’s request 
to host it because patrons might be inclined 
to ignore sound limits if they are “over 
served and want to impress their friends” 
— planning director Brandon Swan-

-
ing that he and Kort consider the activity 
to be acceptable regardless of whether a 
live-music permit is issued.

them in the local collection bin during the 
holidays,” she said. 

“He knew that giving was more of a 
gift than anything he could receive,” she 
added.

Collection boxes can be found in Car-

be new and cost no more than $25.
Toys will be collected through Dec. 21 

and will be distributed at the American 
Farm Workers building in Salinas. 

For more information, go to braxton-

Braxton’s toy drive ends Dec. 21
T

who drowned at Garrapata Beach in Jan-
uary 2019 while showing some college 
friends the area, are hosting their annual 
toy drive to get gifts to homeless kids in 
time for Christmas and to honor the giving 
spirit and philanthropic work of their son.

Last year’s effort saw 2,200 toys col-
lected and distributed to disadvantaged 
children, his mother, Ruth Baltes, said.

“Braxton had a short but impactful life. 
He was a thoughtful and giving person. As 
a young boy, he would buy toys and place 
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From Our Home to Yours
Wishing You A Happy &  

Healthy Holiday Season

May Your New Year Be
Full of Good Health,  

Joy & Prosperity

Judie Profeta
831.601.3207
Managing Director  |  Broker Associate
Judie@TheProfetaTeam.com  DRE#00703550

the golf course where the show could be 
held. Holding it on the front nine would 
not require a coastal development permit 
because it is outside the coastal zone, but 

logistics,” Gho said. 
Holding the event on the 18th Hole 

would require a coastal development per-
mit and major planning and logistics. Gho 
said the 18th Hole is preferred and would 
be less disruptive to golf course operations, 
but timing on getting a permit might pro-
hibit the city from pursuing that location.

“The Legends of Autobahn event typ-
ically attracts approximately 400 display 
cars and 100-150” people, Gho said. Setup 
would occur a day before the event and 
cleanup immediately after the show. 

The car show would be hosted by the 

As for the auction that will no longer 

Worldwide Auctioneers was two years into 

to be canceled in 2020 and again this year. 
The company had agreed to reimburse 

the city for improvements made to the 18th 
Hole for the auction. There is one year left 
on the contract, and Gho said Worldwide 
has vowed to pay the balance.

“The amount of the invoice for World-

administrative services director Tori Han-

principal amount is $66,000 and the 
remainder is interest.”

By KELLY NIX

T
hosting another automobile-related event 

Gho recommended councilmembers con-
sider bringing The Legends of the Auto-

18, 2022. Gho said it would be a “full cost 
recovery special event,” meaning orga-

related costs.
“The council approved it as a concept,” 

“We will meet with event organizers and 
begin discussions.”

The all-German Legends of the Auto-
bahn, in its 11th year, was set to be hosted in 

was axed at the last minute and organizers 

on the 18th Hole of the city’s golf course. 
Worldwide Auctioneers informed P.G. it 
would not be returning to the city next year 
for the event, Gho said.

“The departure of Worldwide Auction-

-
bahn,” Gho said in a report to the council. 

Gho said there are two options on 
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» Support our Big Idea by visiting 
montereycountygives.com/VNA

Support our VNA Community 
Immunizers to provide vaccines 
to adults who lack access to 
immunizations, or the funds to 
pay for them, and for those who 
are homebound. 

VNA’s Big Idea - Vaccines Save Lives!

We are honored to have provided 
5,450 vaccines since September 
to residents in our community.

Parents United, California Schools Alliance, ACT Monte-
rey Bay and Latinos for Medical Freedom — say they want 
to be represented by someone with kids in the system. 

by a person with a child in the Monterey County public 
school system,” parent and attorney Tracy Henderson of 
California Parents United said.

When the board appointed Steck in November, Hen-
derson was the only other candidate who applied for the 
position. The leader of another group expressed concerns 
about how objective Steck would be as a trustee.

“The board’s choice was not a good pick because she 
-

ers of Latinos for Medical Freedom. “For example, Ms. 
Steck’s profession is selling school bonds to school dis-
tricts. I watched the interview process as I spoke for the 
alternative candidate and was very surprised that only one 
trustee seemed to understand this important issue.”

Petition drive could unseat Steck on county education board
By CHRIS COUNTS

THE RECENT appointment of Annette Yee Steck as a 
trustee to the Monterey County Board of Education could 
be derailed after four parents’ groups gathered nearly 
1,000 signatures of residents opposing the choice. They 
say Steck doesn’t have a child in the system, and they con-

In response, Steck conceded her one child is grown, but 
suggested it shouldn’t have any bearing on her work as a 
trustee. She also insisted she has no business in the county 

After trustee Harvey Kuffner died in September at 90, 
the board of education voted unanimously in November to 
choose Steck as his successor. But that led to the petition 
drive opposing her appointment.

As a trustee, Steck represents Carmel, Carmel High-

with parts of Del Monte Forest and Monterey.
The groups opposing Steck’s appointment — California See STECK page 21A

Dalila Epperson of ACT Monterey Bay insisted the 
opposition to Steck isn’t partisan.

“It was amazing how much community interest there 
was in this issue across party lines,” reported Epperson, 
a Republican who plans to run against Jimmy Panetta for 

refuse to sign when I explained the issue.”
It’s unclear who from the opposition would run for 

trustee if an election is called for — Henderson said she’s 
not intending to run.

‘I don’t sell bonds’

School District for 27 years before retiring a year ago, told 
The Pine Cone she became interested in the trustee posi-
tion only after Kuffner died.

“This was not something I was seeking,” she told The 

P L A T I N U M G R O U P R E . C O M

831.915.9710
BECK@PLATINUMGROUPRE.COM

BROKER DRE 01747647

THANK YOU TO MY BUYERS AND SELLERS 
ON SOLD PROPERTIES IN 2021

665 Lyndon Street, Monterey

1080 Paloma Road, Del Rey Oaks

12105 Carola Drive, Carmel
25623 Canada Drive, Carmel

5 Sommerset Vale, Monterey

1176 Arroyo Drive, Pebble Beach

576 Cypress Street, Monterey
617 Park Street, Salinas

2924 Congress Road, Pebble Beach

402 Mirador Court, Monterey

4117 Sunridge Road, Pebble Beach

4077 Los Altos Drive, Pebble Beach

Happy Holidays
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BESTBEST
HouseHouse

CleaningCleaning 
6 Years!6 Years!

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced

• Professional

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

Offering a 
personal and 

friendly touch
for 30 years

Ocean Ave & Mission St |  Carmel-by-the-Sea |  831.624.0138 |  CarmelPlaza.com

/shopcarmelplaza @carmelplaza Dog Friendly

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM CARMEL PLAZA!

COMING SOON TO THE PLAZA

The helmet-like head, 
or bell, of Stygiomedusa 
gigantea, is more than 3 feet 
across, and its ribbon-like 
arms can grow more than 
33 feet, MBARI said. The 
species is believed to eat 

While trawl nets have 
been used to study deep-wa-

squid, jellies, including the 

turn to “gelatinous goo” in 
those nets, MBARI said. 
Using submarines operated 
remotely by researchers has 
helped them better under-
stand jellies and other spe-
cies without killing them.

exist on the ocean’s surface 
and as far down as 22,000 
feet, but the species dwells primarily in the “bathypelagic 
zone” — a dark, frigid and mysterious area 3,000 feet to 
13,000 feet below that’s also home to the other creatures 

By KELLY NIX

A RARELY photographed deep-sea creature that can 
grow to more than 30 feet long was captured on camera 
last month mysteriously slinking around the depths of 
Monterey Bay.

While operating a remotely controlled submarine at 
depths of more than 3,000 feet, specialists with the Mon-
terey Bay Aquarium Research Institute spotted the deep-

remarkable 54-second video on YouTube of the giant 

ghost-like “mouth arms.” 
Although MBARI said it has logged thousands of dives 

using remotely operated vehicles, it’s only captured the 
-

ing for nearly 10 percent of all the instances scientists 
around the world have photographed the majestic species.

Seldom spotted

according to the research institute based in Moss Landing. 
“Since then, scientists have only encountered this animal 
about 100 times. It appears to have a worldwide distribu-
tion and has been recorded in all ocean basins except for 
the Arctic.” 

that nightmares are made of, including the bat-wing-like 

Popular video

MBARI photographed, and by Thursday the YouTube 
video had logged nearly 1.5 million views. 

“This is incredible,” one person said of the footage. “I 
never knew jellies could get this big. It’s amazing how you 
guys were able to capture footage of this one without caus-
ing it any harm.” 

“This thing is frighteningly beautiful,” another per-
son said of the species, which resemble “dementors,” the 
soul-consuming beings that feed on human happiness in 

Go here to watch the YouTube video: https://bit.
ly/3FaFeGx.

It’s unlikely you’ll ever spot a giant phantom jellyfish while taking a dip — or even SCUBA diving — in 
Monterey Bay. Fortunately, the rare animal was caught on video last month by researchers. 

PHOTO/MBARI

Everybody reads The Pine Cone

230 Crossroads Blvd. Carmel  |  831.574.8153  |  consignmentbythesea.com

Come see our new arrivals & 
Christmas treasures! 

Looking forward to serving you in 2022

Wishing You a Joyful 
& Healthy New Year!
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Ladyfingers Jewelry
on Dolores near Ocean • Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA • 831.624.2327 • www.ladyfingersjewelry.com

an award winning gallery of fine designer jewelry • since 1977

Presents Special Holiday Showing of

THE COLLECTION OF JEWELRY DESIGNER

DEC. 1 - DEC. 24
We are open Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00 to 5:00.

Dec. 24: Close at 2 pm. Dec. 25: Closed
Appointments are encouraged.

The Barnyard Shopping Village | 3663 THE BARNYARD, Carmel | Monday-Saturday 10am–6pm | Sunday 11am–5pm; Restaurant hours vary
www.thebarnyard.com

RESTAURANTS & 
BEVERAGES

Aabha Indian Cuisine 

Allegro Pizzeria 

Billy Quon’s SUR at The Barnyard

Carmel Craft Brewing Company 

From Scratch Restaurant  

Lugano Swiss Bistro 

O’Callaghan’s *

Post No Bills Craft Beer House *

Robata Sushi Grill & Sake Bar 

The Noodle Palace 

ART, MUSIC & 
JEWELRY 

Carmel Music Studio

Cypress Coast Gallery

Elliott Frame Design 

Galerie Plein Aire

Jesse Powell Studio & Gallery 

Jewel Boutique 

Mark Farina Art Studio 

Lilli-Anne Price Fine Art

Steven Whyte Sculpture Studio 

CANDY & 
FOOD SPECIALTIES
Candy Cloud at the Barnyard

Lafayette French Bakery 

Pieces of Heaven Fine Chocolatiers

FASHION, 
FOOTWEAR & GIFTS 

Carmel Gift and Travel 

Confetti Kids *

Footsie

Hedi’s Shoes

Jessica’s Boutique 

Mary’s Boutique 

Patrick James Fine Clothing 

Twig & Petals

HEALTH, FITNESS & 
BEAUTY 

Be Well Personal Fitness

CarmelBarre

Carmel Laser Aesthetics 

Fellini Salon

Marielle Salon de Beaute’ 

Mindful Movement

Studio B Beauty Lounge

Tatiana’s Massage Therapy 

The Color Studio

Yolanda’s Hair Salon 

SPORTS & 
RECREATION

Central Coast Fly Fishing 

EagleRider Carmel Motorcycle 
Rentals

SERVICE &
PROFESSIONAL
Carmel Design Center

Carmel Towing & Garage

Lewis Builders

Pawsitive Pet Mobile Vet

Pioneer Landscape Solutions

Studio Carver

Studio Schicketanz

The Bunny Trail Rabbit Rescue

Wedding ProStudios* Opening Soon!

Our Family Of Businesses

Their debut single, “Last Train to Clarks-

“I’m a Believer” and “Daydream Believer” 

-

-

Helped pioneer country rock

the pioneering country-rock group, the 

songs, including “Joanne,” which was a 

-

Monkee, music video pioneer and 
C.V. local, Nesmith dies at 78

By CHRIS COUNTS

A -
dent and arguably the most talented mem-

-

-

moved to Los Angeles and started playing 

-

who wore a wool hat and 

producers would allow 

to actually play their instru-

Like the Beatles had 
done two years earlier, 

music world by storm 
A former member of the Monkees made-for-TV band, longtime 
Carmel Valley resident Michael Nesmith passed away Dec. 10 
at 78. 

See MONKEE page 31A
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1986 2021
mum’s place

246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | 831-372-6250
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm | www.mumsfurniture.com

November 19 – January 17

®

® Max and Mike recliners in all 
® recliner with a Classic 

® ®

® sofa seat.* 

GIVE AND RECEIVE.
Donate $

Stressless® Mary 
shown in Paloma Funghi

Stressless® Mayfair 
shown in Paloma Vanilla

day she went on a shopping spree totaling 
$1,045. 

In May, June and July of that year, Best 
was caught with three stolen rental cars, 
Loftus said — two from Victory Toyota 
and one from Hertz.

She even showed up to a court hearing in 
Salinas on Dec. 10, 2019, in a car that had 
been stolen in Hollister. When Monterey 
County Sheriff’s deputies tried to follow 

her after she left court, they 
“were not able to due to her 
erratic driving at more than 
100 mph,” Loftus said, but 
she was eventually arrested 
near Toro Park.

Got Covid?
On March 25 of this 

year, Best failed to appear 
in court but provided a test 
result showing she had 
Covid-19, according to 
Loftus. That ruse worked, 
so she did it again a month 
later, and “subsequent 
investigation revealed that 
the test results were fraud-
ulent, and that she created 
those documents and pro-

vided them to the court to avoid her court 
dates.” Turning in fake results to get out of 
hearings amounted to “falsifying evidence 
submitted to court.” 

Finally, on March 26, 2021, sheriff’s 
deputies were surveilling a stolen vehicle 
in Seaside when they saw Best drive into 

Francis Humes. He got into the stolen car 
and led Best to a parking lot, where he 
abandoned the vehicle and got into hers. 
Deputies attempted to stop her, but she 
again led them on a chase that they termi-
nated for safety reasons. 

they discovered checking account infor-
mation and debit cards belonging to more 
victims of identity theft.

Loftus said the cases were solved and 
Best convicted thanks to the help of 10 dif-
ferent law enforcement agencies, including 
Carmel P.D. 

On Dec. 8, Monterey County Superior 
Court Judge Carrie Panetta sentenced Best 
to the lengthy term in state prison.

Prison for ID thief who stole 
cars and faked Covid tests

By MARY SCHLEY

A 47-YEAR-OLD Monterey woman 
who stole cars — including one that she 
drove to a criminal hearing at the court-
house — and committed identity theft 
and fraud — including falsifying positive 
Covid-19 tests so she could avoid other 
court dates — was sentenced last week to 
11 years and four months in state prison. 

Also convicted of sev-
eral other crimes, Rosa 
Maria Best, Monterey 
County deputy district 
attorney Brian Loftus said, 
embarked on a spree that 
ran from December 2017 to 
last April.

Four years ago, she 
opened an executive mem-
bership at Costco in Sali-
nas using a false identity 
and then ran up more than 
$500 worth of purchases, 
followed by nearly $3,200 
more she paid for with cash 
cards she obtained through 
fraud.

She then tried to buy 
almost $4,000 worth of 
items with a check, but that transaction 
was declined, according to Loftus.

A life of crime?
Although she has been the subject of 10 

felony cases since 2008, including the cur-
rent ones, her recent spree came to light in 
August 2018 after a neighbor found a bag 
containing a laptop computer, numerous 
pieces of opened mail and several forms 

-
er’s licenses with her photo but different 
names and dates of birth, Loftus said. The 
bag, which the neighbor had turned over 
to police, also contained personal infor-
mation for 13 additional victims — all of 
whom reported having mail stolen.

Then, on April 10, 2019, Seaside and 

burglary at a home in Del Rey Oaks, and 

stealing a safe that contained jewelry and 
credit cards. Ninety minutes later, Best 
was caught on video using one of the sto-
len credit cards to buy gas, and the next 

Rosa Maria Best

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally
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The power of grace
Grace, the spiritual love that comes from God, is always available, 

ready to guide and bless us and those around us.

Once, I had the responsibility of uncovering the mis-
deeds committed by someone in a public position of pow-
er. It was a difficult task, and throughout the process I 
prayed for God to show me what to do. Through prayer, I 
felt a God-sustained conviction that I’m loved of God, di-
vine Love, and therefore capable of expressing and receiv-
ing God’s unwavering love in my interactions with others.

I also felt compelled to faithfully love each person in-
volved as the child of God. This resulted in a blissful sense 
that no matter what happened, I could still be kind toward 
the man in question and the members of the community. 
Knowing that nothing could stop me from reflecting God’s 
love felt like the real triumph. And, the situation itself 
was also thoroughly resolved.

For me, this experience illustrated grace in action.
Though grace has been witnessed and valued through-

out history, people have also grappled with defining ex-
actly what grace is, if it’s merited, and when it may be 
expected.

Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of The Christian Science 
Monitor, saw in the life of Christ Jesus the promise that 

the grace of divine Spirit, God, is constantly embracing 
everyone, because each one of us is inherently worthy as 
God’s spiritual expression, boundlessly beloved of God. She 
wrote, “The miracle of grace is no miracle 
to Love.” On this basis, she explained how 
Jesus’ gracious healings of sin, disease, 
and death resulted from “the infinite abil-
ity of Spirit” being reflected in the natural 
harmony of God’s spiritual creation (“Sci-
ence and Health with Key to the Scriptures,” p. 494).

Therefore, as explained in Christian Science, grace 
isn’t the result of human effort, but it does operate as in-
dividuals watch, work, and pray in obedience to God. And 
as Mrs. Eddy wrote, “What we most need is the prayer of 
fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience, 
meekness, love, and good deeds” (Science and Health, p. 4).

Grace, the spirit of love, is tenderly magnificent in all 
the simple and profound ways it flows naturally to us in 
our individual relationship to God, who is divine Love it-
self. Grace brings forth compassion, patient companion-
ship, kind words, courteous deeds, and timely provision. 
It is especially potent in difficult times. It can soften hard-
ened hearts, sustain hope, and make life more harmoni-

ous and joyful despite challenges.
The biblical account of Saul (who later became St. 

Paul) on the road to Damascus illustrates the transform-
ing power of 
God’s grace (see 
Acts 9:1-20). 
An encounter 
with the Christ 
changed Saul’s 

purpose from violently persecuting those who disagreed 
with him, to healing people and preaching, with loving 
persuasion, how salvation and eternal life is available to 
everyone through Christ.

While my experience wasn’t as dramatic a transfor-
mation, I do breathe deep sighs of gratitude for the pro-
tection and guidance I received and continue to receive 
through grace.

Knowing that God’s gracious love, guidance, and provi-
sion will forever continue, no matter the circumstances, is 
a profound blessing. May everyone feel the presence and 
strength of Love’s grace, refreshing and energizing each 
endeavor, and blessing one and all.  – By Susan Jostyn

A CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
PERSPECTIVE

Paid advertorial by First Church of Christ, Scientist, Monterey

For more information about Christian Science and our church services, please contact us at 831-920-2300 or email at csmry@sbcglobal.net. Visit our website at www.christiansciencemonterey.org 

or visit the Christian Science website at www.ChristianScience.com. To see more Perspectives on a variety of subjects go to www.csmonitor/Commentary/A-Christian-Science-Perspective

Join us in-house for our Sunday church service at 780 Abrego, Monterey or online or by telephone for our Sunday service at 10am PST and on Wednesdays for our testimony meeting at 7:30pm PST  

with our Uber Conference capabilities. To access, dial 831-296-3513 to connect by telephone and follow the prompts. To connect by computer, you must open with Chrome browser and go to  

www.uberconference.com/room/churchservice. Select “Join Conference”.

G L A C I E R  B A R  M D

Glacierbarcarmel.com   | 26135 Carmel Rancho Blvd, Suite F-21, Carmel

Glam It Up For the Holidays!

December Specials 
Microneedling Buy 3, Get 1 free $1200 (reg. $1800)

Diamond tip microdermabrasion 
with LED $175  (reg. $250)

Cryotherapy and Lightstim 
monthly membership $600 (reg. $900)

Botox Buy 30 units, Get 5 free 
Not sure what to get someone, 

831-250-5874

Welcoming 
New Customers

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

• Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery • Accepts Tricare

• Pet Prescriptions 
*In-stock inventory 

Over 100 Years of Service
Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel

831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStore.com     

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

Distancing comes easy for 
students at Big Sur school 

By CHRIS COUNTS

L -

using the great outdoors as a classroom.

away.

resilience and resourcefulness — three traits that can com-

they feel.

A classroom without walls

-

Mudslide warning issued
-

-

STORM TRIGGERS SLIDES, EVACUATION WARNINGS 
By CHRIS COUNTS

-
-

At this site along Highway 1 just north of the Big Creek Bridge, 
netting holding back rocks and debris was damaged, and some 
material spilled onto the highway.

PHOTO/CALTRANS

See DISTANCE page 31A
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Putting Your Wealth to Work for You...
Our clients are always our sole focus.
As the Founder of  Ford Financial Group, I have provided 

individuals and businesses for more than 30 years. As a 

services to the Carmel area.

Carole R. Ford, MS, CFP® 

Founder 

CA Insurance Lic #0727203

126 Clock Tower Place, Suite 208 

Carmel, CA 93923 

P: 831-574-8350

5260 N. Palm, Suite 221 

Fresno, CA 93704 

P: 559.449.8690

 info@fordfg.com www.FordFG.com TF: 855.449.8669 
Investment advice is offered through Ford Financial Group, a Registered Investment Advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial. Carole R. Ford is a Registered Representative with and 
securities are offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/ SIPC.

Y O U  A R E  H E R E

Property 

Management

Vacation Rental 

Management

Andy Nygard  I  831-915-2863 
hauteshelter.com

Haute Shelter Property Management Inc. 
DRE # 02065719

Come visit Carmel’s new studio 
for digital painting, sculpture, 

and 3D printed sculpture.

Heather Glen Court, Mission N. of 8th
Carmel-by-the-Sea, California

831-250-5514 giraffe@giraffe.com www.giraffe.com

The Garden Song
Natural Health Store for Better Living

831-656-9771
Across the street from Grove Market

Gift Items, Healthy Foods, 
Vitamins, Herbs & Body Products

MacMurdo to take 
reins at P.G chamber

By KELLY NIX

JENNY MACMURDO, who has spent four-and-a-
half years as CEO of the Carmel Chamber of Commerce, 

Chamber President Moe Ammar, who will retire at the end 
of January.

MacMurdo, 42, will begin her new job on Jan. 17, a 
couple of weeks before Ammar is set to depart. MacMurdo 
said she will miss the business owners and residents in 

board members, whom 
she said are “some of the 
most wonderful people on 
this Peninsula.” But Mac-
Murdo said she’s also hon-
ored to take the reins from 

Chamber.
“There is a great deal 

the hometown nature of the 

The Pine Cone. “Commu-

During her time in Car-
mel, MacMurdo led the 

month leadership program called Leadership Carmel 
and cofounded the Carmel Chamber Foundation. She 

affairs committee and the Carmel Commercial Property 

who was selected for the job by the board of directors, 
Ammar said.

‘Renewed energy’

compared to Carmel, MacMurdo said some of them are 

-

collaborations.”
As the new CEO, MacMurdo said she doesn’t plan on 

making any major changes until she gets to know her job, 
the history of the chamber and the community itself. 

educated decisions in order to further the mission that has 

to continuing that legacy.”
MacMurdo said the Carmel Chamber of Commerce has 

her, a process she said would begin soon.

Jenny MacMurdo

Be prepared for emergencies — 
register your phone number 

at www.alertmontereycounty.org
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John D. Wagner Jr.
John D. Wagner Jr. passed away peacefully in Carmel-by-the-Sea on 
November 16, 2021. John was born in San Francisco on September 
30, 1936. He grew up in Berkeley, California, 
attending Willard Junior High School, and 
graduated from Berkeley High School in 
1953. John attended San Jose State University 
where he was an active member of the Delta 
Upsilon fraternity and graduated in 1957 
with a B.A. degree in business administration. 
Shortly thereafter he took a “temporary” job 
at Sears in Sacramento while awaiting the 
draft. That decision turned into a 31-year 
career, which included several moves, and 
ended with his retirement as manager of 
the Eureka, California store in 1989. After 
retirement from Sears, he worked as a real 
estate broker/agent in Humboldt County for 
nine years until his move to Carmel-by-the-
Sea in November 1998.

While living in Humboldt County, John 
developed an interest and love for long distance running, completing 

in the Boston Marathon in 1990. Throughout his running career he 
accumulated several awards and recognitions. 

He met Pamela Robertson while living in Eureka, and they were 
married in Carmel, California, on Valentine’s Day in 2000. 

In recent years John could be found managing the family-owned 
downtown Carmel property, where on most days he could be seen 
with a broom and often with a paint brush. Plumbing repairs were 
his downfall, as for years he come home frustrated and soaking wet 
before calling a plumber. Eventually, he learned to make the call to 

years. During his tenure he served as President of the Rotary Club 
of Southwest Eureka and Area Representative for District Governor, 
District 513, the following year. John became a Paul Harris Fellow 
in 1989. He served as an active member for Eureka’s Finance/Audit 
Advisory Committee for nine years and President of the local hospital 
foundation. 

John volunteered for many years as a marshal at the AT&T golf 
tournament and the US Open. Since 2006, John was honored to act 
as a volunteer guide at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. One of his 
greatest joys was engaging with the youth that visited the aquarium.

afternoon golf outings with his friends. He was once an aspiring 
sportswriter and a big fan of the Bay Area sports teams. His day 
would not be complete if it didn’t start with the Chronicle Sports 
Section. John was an avid reader and was never without a book with 
an ever-changing favorite author and subject. 

John’s passing was preceded by that of his parents, John D. (Jack) 
Wagner, Pauline Wagner and daughter, Alison Wagner. He is survived 
by his wife, Pamela Wagner, children Richard Wagner and Susan Tate, 
grandchildren John D. Wagner III, Steven Wagner, Grace Wagner, 
Ryan Tate, Jack Tate, and great-granddaughter Juniper Wagner. He 
is also survived by his sister and brother in-law Janice and Jerome 
Siebert, and their children Karen Martz and Jennifer Siebert. 
A memorial will be planned with family and friends in early spring. 

Aquarium (https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/join-give/ways-to-
give/honor-a-loved-one.)

Per John: “Go Niners!!”

Silicon Valley.
If the plan is approved, Panetta would 

still represent the Monterey Peninsula but 
would no longer represent most of the 
Salinas Valley. Instead, his district would 
stretch from Santa Clara County down 
to the northern part of San Luis Obispo 
County, including the cities of Cambria, 
Atascadero and Paso Robles. The Salinas 
Valley and South County cities would be 

DISTRICT
From page 1A

represented by Democratic Rep. Zoe Lof-
gren, who represents San Jose, parts of 
Santa Clara County and other areas in the 
19th Congressional District.

Disappear overnight
Much of Panetta’s congressional iden-

tity stems from his relationship with the 
Salinas Valley’s agricultural industry — a 
connection that would disappear overnight 
if the boundaries are approved.

The redistricting commission has until 

27 submit them to the Secretary of State’s 

move.
According to hundreds of public com-

ments on the commission’s website, 
nobody seems to favor the proposal by 
the redistricting commission, and sev-
eral residents have accused the body of 
gerrymandering.

“The persistence of the commission to 
divide Monterey County and take half of 
the county and put it into Lofgren’s district 
and connect it to the Silicon Valley makes 
it obvious that gerrymandering is occur-
ring,” said Mike LeBarre, the mayor of 
King City.

While it’s something of a mystery why 
the redistricting commission has proposed 
the biggest shakeup of the 20th Congres-
sional District in decades, since Panetta 
and Lofgren are both Democrats, the word 
“gerrymandering” doesn’t really apply.

Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, or MALDEF, issued a 
statement in April, after the release of the 

-
ers nationwide to react appropriately to 
the awesome growth of the Latino popula-
tion” and to create “Latino-majority elec-
toral districts wherever population growth 
demonstrates that it is possible to do so.” 
The group has been active in the California 
redistricting process. 

But Cesar Lara, executive director of 
the Monterey Bay Central Labor Council,  
which represents more than 37,000 union 
members, said Monterey, San Benito and 

-

interest,” and have a “shared economy in 
agriculture, media markets, culture and 
history.”

“Being forced to be connected with Sil-
icon Valley will disenfranchise our vote in 
Congress and split voters,” Lara told the 
commission Monday.

Eiskamp said Wednesday that lumping 
the congressional district’s agricultural 
interests with “urban” San Jose and Sili-
con Valley industries “would be extremely 
damaging to the voice of our important and 
valuable region at both the state and fed-
eral levels.”

Farmers, politicians opposed
Monterey County supervisors Chris 

and Luis Alejo, who represents Salinas, 
also asked the commission to keep the 
Salinas Valley within the 20th Congressio-
nal District.

“The Salinas Valley is a critical region 
for our nation’s food supply and home to 
tens of thousands of farmworkers,” Alejo 
said Dec. 9. “The entire region should be 
kept whole.”

Monterey County Farm Bureau exec-
utive director Norm Groot accused the 
panel of putting farmworkers and issues 
surrounding the agricultural industry in 
the hands of Silicon Valley, which he said 
has “little understanding” of the needs 
farmworkers in Monterey and San Benito 
counties.

The consequences of the changes, 
Groot said, would be “plain and simple” 
— it would further separate the Monte-
rey Peninsula from the Salinas Valley, an 
invisible cultural border dubbed the “Let-
tuce Curtain.”

“Splitting the Salinas Valley off from 
the Monterey Peninsula is not good repre-
sentation for our county on a federal level,” 
Groot told The Pine Cone. 

“Both communities have worked hard 
in the past decade to remove the Lettuce 
Curtain — this new map proposes to 
restore that divide,” he added,

Groot accused the redistricting com-
mission of ignoring the needs of the com-
munities in the congressional district and 
of drawing “arbitrary lines on maps that do 
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OUR FRIEND — “FAST FRED LOWERY”
Dec. 17, 1948 — Nov. 5, 2021

Fred grew up in Salinas, California, where his brother-in-law, Andy Southard, showed him 
the art and excitement of hot-rodding, pinstriping, chopping up old Fords, and drag racing 

favorite car he ever owned was his “1951 Chevy sedan delivery.”

half, and nailed them to a piece of wood. What would just be 

— the gravity powered skateboard. He embraced the sport in 
its absolute infancy. He fathered early professional downhill 

lovingly, in a positive and progressive direction, until his 
dying day. 
Fred pioneered the idea that “professional skateboard 

been man vs. machine. He dubbed, and patented this new 

downhill street luge races, and currently, as Fred learned from his hospital bed this October, 
head-to-head downhill skateboard racing, is now an Olympic Sport. 
He would go on to become a metal fabricator by trade, and was an extremely competent and 

For those of us lucky enough to know Fred, he was the perfect friend.
His visits were always welcome, his conversation always intuitive, his music taste excellent, 
his lifestyle extremely simple, his kindness far deeper than his pockets could ever hold, 
and the true depths of his knowledge and expertise ... only a patient friend in need could 
scratch the surface of his capabilities. 
Fred lived the last decades of his life in Carmel Valley, and we were so lucky to have a 
resident that loved the land as much as we loved him.

of standard skateboard truck-turning in the mid-1970s. Knowing full well the reality of 
“speed-wobble,” Fred set out fearlessly to tackle it, and re-design the rear truck with a 

he chopped up a concoction of Chromoly tubing, sheet metal, and shopping cart-esque 
wheels, to form what would later be known as a standard street luge, and headed down 

mph. 
From that moment forward, he was known, forever, as Fast Fred Lowery.

There will be a casual celebration for the extraordinary life of Fred Lowery, at noon 
Sunday, January 9th, in Carmel Valley Village behind Leonoff Glass Studios.

For details, call (831) 601-6264.
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Dolores between Ocean & 7th in Carmel-by-the-Sea Also in Park C i ty 831 .624 .2000ga l le rymarcarmel.com

FRESH ART.  BOLD VIS ION.
Happy Holidays & Merry Christmas

OUR THIRD ANNUAL HOLIDAY EXHIB IT ION 

Winner : Bes t Ga l le ry 
GOLDEN P INECONE 2021

Plus: 18,500 Pine Cone newspapers 
are available every week at 

more than 300 locations throughout
 the Monterey Peninsula — 
including home delivery to 

2,000 homes in Pebble Beach. 

Total circulation: 40,500!

Put your advertising where it will work — 
in The Carmel Pine Cone

Subscribe today at www.carmelpinecone.com

The Carmel Pine Cone is growing!

— 

More than 22,000 readers now get their Pine Cone online ...

The Carmel Pine Cone
Trusted by locals and loved by vis i tors s ince 1915

with her and against Knight in his interpretation of the 
mandate.

deprived her and other parents of their First Amendment 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING CANCELED AFTER DISPUTE OVER MASK RULES
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER A woman refused to wear a mask at the Car-

outdoors, he said, so the mask issue will be moot.

-

again when he and others saw her at the meeting without 

-

-

-

-
dents waiting for the meeting to start what was going on.

Name-calling

and a half-dozen or so tried to get into the room where he 
and the board were waiting.

“They turned into an angry mob, and we did not want 
that in the boardroom with parents and students. I want 

-
idation, he said.

Knight said he told those at the meeting that if they 
disagree with the mandates, they should talk to the state 

Henderson said Knight unfairly targeted her, and that 
she was within her rights not to wear a mask. Henderson 

right to speak.

-
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The CFMC channels the generosity of neighbors helping 
neighbors with more than $32 million granted in 2021 (so far). 

831.375.9712 • cfmco.org
To inspire philanthropy and be a catalyst for strengthening 

“hope”
Birt Johnson, Jr.

“irreplaceable impact”
Teri Belli

“trust”
Dan Baldwin

“essential”
Tonya Antle

Proud Partner of

Leverage your year-end gift 
through 12/31 to up to 170 

Monterey County Gives! is a special project of the 
CFMC, the Monterey County Weekly and the Monterey 

AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education

“Gracie”
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER

“Where Learning Is Fun”
READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIC SUBJECTS

STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP
WWW.ALPHAABACUSLEARNINGCENTER.COM

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053 | alphaabacus@hotmail.com
Home Schooling Support

GIVE YOUR CHILD A STRONG START THIS SCHOOL YEAR!

(831) 920-0687         www.freedommedicaltransportation.com

FREEDOM MEDICAL 
TRANSPORTATION

We Offer Our Passengers:
• Through the Door Service
• Same Day Service Availability for     
    Last-Minute Transportation Needs
• ADA-approved vehicles equipped 
   with state-of-the-art wheelchair lifts

• Drivers trained and certified in 
   CPR and  First-Aid
• Gurney Access Available
• Aspire Health and CCAH accepted

ASK US ABOUT OUR ROUND TRIP SPECIAL RATES TO LOCAL DOCTORS 
APPOINTMENTS AND TO AND FROM STANFORD AND UCSF

We Service Monterey, Santa Cruz, & San Benito Counties & also travel throughout CA, NV, AZ, and OR. 
Open 24/7 • 365 days a year

Prompt, Courteous and Safe 

Non-Emergency Medical Transportation

Giving exceptional service to Monterey County residents for 11 years

a sledgehammer and a claw hammer. They 
smashed display cases and grabbed pre-
cious jewelry before being chased off by 
the store’s armed security guard, who ran 
up the street after them as they jumped 
back in the waiting car. No one was in-
jured.

Carmel police quickly alerted other 
agencies on the Peninsula to be on the 
lookout for the SUV, which not long after 

Parkway. The rented Toyota only had two 
of the four suspects in it, though.

scene and arrested Juarez and the younger 
teen. The district attorney’s complaint 
against Juarez states he “did unlawfully, 
and by means of force and fear take 

FOURTANE
From page 1A

personal property from the person, posses-
sion and immediate presence” of three of 
the store’s female employees. He denied 
all the allegations and is next set to appear 
in court Jan. 4, 2022.

Carmel Police Chief Brian Uhler told 
The Pine Cone that Cpl. Rachelle Light-
foot is investigating the robbery and work-

evidence processing and digging up infor-
mation using law enforcement and other 
databases.

“We have developed new information 
that is valuable to the investigation, as 
recently as just a few minutes ago,” Uhler 
said late Thursday morning. “Because it 

describe it, exactly. We do not have any 
new named people that we’re interested in 
locating at this moment in time, but that is 
something we expect to happen.”

They are using location data from the 
rented Toyota SUV and cell phones to map 
the movements of the vehicle and suspects 
before and after the robbery, according to 
Uhler.

Fencing
Armed with some critical information, 

Lightfoot and other investigators will reach 
out to other law enforcement agencies for 
help “identifying people who might be 
connected to this particular case,” he said.

Uhler also said investigators are making 
every effort to track down and recover the 
stolen pieces — how many, what type and 
how much they’re worth, he wouldn’t say 
— and he suspects the robbers are involved 
in a highly sophisticated fencing operation, 

expensive, unique items without drawing 
suspicion.

Such a fencing operation could reach 
out of state or even out of the country, 
he said, and the investigation could take 
weeks, months or even years to uncover it.

The broken glass of this case inside the front door 
of Fourtané has already been replaced, but po-
lice are still searching for those responsible. 

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

position only after Kuffner died.
-

have run if Harvey had not passed away — 
he was a friend as well as a colleague.”

Regarding concerns she doesn’t have a 
child in the system, Steck said it shouldn’t 
matter.

“You don’t have to be a parent to repre-
sent parents,” she suggested.

The trustee also countered charges 

To avoid any appearance of wrong-
doing, Steck said she has no clients in 

STECK
From page 10A

Monterey, Santa Cruz or San Benito coun-
ties, and most of her clients are in the Los 

have never done business with Monterey 
County schools,” she said.

$800,000 vs. $300,000
Steck called the push for an election “a 

waste of money,” in part because the term 

to force this added cost when the election 
was going to occur anyway,” she said.

According to Deneen Guss, superin-

of Education, the signatures are being 
reviewed to determine if enough are valid 
to trigger an election. She said the signa-
tures must number at least 1.5 percent of 
the number of registered voters at the time 
of the last election.

she’s hoping it can be done in June because 
of the cost savings to taxpayers — some-
thing opponents want to do as well. But 
Guss said it’s uncertain if that’s possible 
due to the timing, and the complexity of 
election rules. 

spokeswoman Esmeralda Owen said the 
special election would cost an estimated 
$800,000, in contrast to the $300,000 it 
would cost to do the vote as part of the 
June election.

Guss said if the signatures are deemed 

valid and the vote is set, Steck would be 

board of trustees would be without repre-
sentation for the Carmel area, likely until 
sometime in July.

The county board of education approves 
the budget for the county superintendent of 
schools and serves as an appellant board 
for students who are expelled or denied 
inter-district transfers. The board hears 
charter school appeals and establishes and 

changes in district boundaries.

Carmel P.D. has a 
new look with the first 
of two new Dodge 
Durangos joining the 
fleet. Coming with 
them are updated 
tech, a less tradition-
al look —  and a star 
that more closely re-
sembles the badge 
officers wear —  at a 
total cost of around 
$60,000 apiece.

We pay for news photos!
The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of 

newsworthy events around the Monterey Peninsula. 
Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com.

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  
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Fuad Al Qudsi, RDN, CPT
Registered Dietitian Nutritionist

831.250.5585 | 415.518.2250 

fuad@fuadfit.com | fuadfit.com

Sustainable nutrition 

counseling for busy lifestyles.

Let me help you acheive 
your health and wellness 

goals for 2022. 

I will collaborate with you to set 
a realistic expectations for 

New Year’s resolution and pave 
the way for healthier year.

The legendary Merritt House Hotel, in downtown Monterey, is

the perfect place to stash the whole family this Holiday season!

Beginning now through December, take advantage of our $180

plus tax/night “Holiday Special,” and let us take care of all your

treasured guests. We look forward to hearing from you soon!

“Happy Holidays,” from our family to yours.

got family?

386 Pacific St, Monterey • (831) 646-9686 • www.merritthousehotel.com

Carol Crandall Broker/Owner  | 831.236.2712
carol@carolcrandall.com  |  CalDRE#: 01049139 |  Licensed 1989

Quite simply,
a decision you 

will never regret.

The Carmel Pine Cone

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone’s

Real Estate section
contact Jung Yi-Crabbe

jung@carmelpinecone.com     (831) 274-8646

Wednesday declined to answer directly whether he 
believes the state mask mandate is warranted, he pointed 
to the rise in cases and hospitalizations in some parts of 
California.

The statewide mask order comes after the Monterey 
County Board of Supervisors Dec. 8 voted 3-2 against 
imposing a countywide indoor mask requirement. While 
Moreno for months has recommended that people wear 
masks indoors, he’s declined to impose a mandate, saying 
it was unnecessary given the county’s case rates.

The county health department Thursday reported 48 
new cases and a total of 27 people hospitalized in the 
county’s four hospitals. No new deaths were reported.

Meanwhile, the Covid-19 omicron variant, which 
experts say is highly contagious but seems to be causing 
less severe illness than the delta variant, still has not yet 

“It is very likely the omicron variant is in Monterey 
County, but as of yet we have not received any reports of 

Moreno would not say if it’s likely the county would 
see a surge of omicron cases. He said because it is being 
detected in a growing number of states, residents should 

Mass vax clinic 
Community Hospital of the Monterey Penin-

sula announced this week it is offering two Covid-19 

State orders everyone to wear masks indoors for at least a month 
By KELLY NIX

CITING A 47 percent increase in the statewide aver-
age of Covid-19 case rates since Thanksgiving, the Cal-
ifornia Department of Public Health this week imposed 
another mask mandate, requiring everyone, regardless of 
vaccination status, to wear face coverings in all indoor 
public settings. 

The statewide mask mandate went into effect Wednes-
day and will last through Jan. 15, at which point the state 
could extend the order if cases continue to rise. Coronavi-
rus hospitalizations, state health said, have increased by 
14 percent. 

Under the new rules, those who are unvaccinated and 
want to attend an event with more than 1,000 people will 
also have to present a negative antigen test within one day 
of the event or a negative PCR test within two days, Dr. 
Mark Ghaly, head of the California Department of Health 
and Human Services, said Monday.

vaccination clinics to immunize more than 650 people per 
day. Appointments are necessary.

version, will be available. 
“The vaccine clinic is open to those ages 5 and older who 

immunocompromised and booster doses for those who are 

event will be festive for attendees, including holiday treats, 

Go to montagehealth.org/vaccine for more information 
and appointments. Those who want the shot need to bring 
a photo ID, insurance card and record of their past Covid-
19 shots. There is no charge to patients, including those 
without health insurance.

CHOMP will offer a second-dose clinic on Monday, Jan. 
17. Appointments for that clinic can be scheduled at next 
week’s clinic.

As of Wednesday morning, Community Hospital 
reported there were still plenty of vaccine appointments 
for next week available, with only 312 of 672 spots spoken 
for.

“We want to do all we can to make these critical vac-
cines available so we can reduce the transmission of 
Covid-19 and reduce severe illness and hospitalizations in 
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‘TIS THE SEASON
TO SAVE WATER

LET US BRIGHTEN YOUR HOLIDAY
California American Water and the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District have water-wise stocking 

stuffers for you this holiday season. Stop by 511 Forest Lodge Road, Suite 100 in Pacific Grove or 5 Harris 

Court, Bldg G in Monterey for FREE water-saving devices:

SHOWERHEAD

1.5 gpm

KITCHEN AERATOR

1.5 gpm

BATHROOM AERATOR

1.0 gpm

5-MINUTE

SHOWER TIMER

DISH

SQUEEGEE

HOSE NOZZLE

2.5 gpm

MOISTURE

METER

montereywaterinfo.org

CALIFORNIA AMERICAN WATER: 831-646-3205 Option 3    MPWMD: 831-658-5601

“some type of contamination.”
California law requires that all cannabis sold at licensed 

retailers be tested to ensure “product purity, potency, and 
safety.” Weed is tested for over 100 contaminants, includ-
ing pesticides, toxins and heavy metals. The testing is 
paid for with fees collected during the permitting process 
and adds $136 per pound to the cost of producing legal 
cannabis.

19 illegal sites raided
Illegal growers, of course, don’t pay for testing or other 

fees, so they can easily undercut the price of marjiuana 
offered at your local legal dispensary.

You get what you pay for — marijuana testing suggests the legal stuff is better 
By CHRIS COUNTS

DETERMINED TO convince consumers that legal 
marijuana is better and safer than the illegal stuff, Monte-
rey County recently received a $200,000 state taxpayers’ 

percent of illegal weed is either too wet or too moldy to 
pass legal standards. 

They also say 42 percent of the illegal crop contains 
heavy metals, while 37 percent has too much pesticide res-
idue on it. A small percentage even contains salmonella.

different “enforcement operations” in the county that were 
done this year. The busts involved four agencies working 
together: the county sheriff’s cannabis enforcement unit, 

and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.
The $200,000 grant, meanwhile, covers testing within 

the county through 2023. Not only were seized plants 

According to Greg Peterson on the Monterey County Dis-

over the county.

to do public outreach on the topic — and in particular, to 
teach young people that legal cannabis is better and safer.

Thinking of buying or selling a house in the Monterey Peninsula? 

Be sure to use a realtor who advertises in The Pine Cone. They care about the community ... and they care about you!
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The service you 
receive should feel
just as valuable.

Nothing Compares.

KATHERINE HUDSONKATHERINE HUDSON
Realtor | 831.293.4878Realtor | 831.293.4878

KatherineHudson.comKatherineHudson.com

Katherine.Hudson@sir.comKatherine.Hudson@sir.com

DRE# 01363054

I listen to you, I negotiate for you. My results prove it.

831.595.4999  ■  www.MaryBellProperties.com 
MaryBell@CarmelRealtyCompany.com  DRE#00649274

Mary Bell Broker Associate
Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs

From The Grade to The Greens…

penalties as a result.
“Sara did make me aware there would be 

some costs,” Yanez said at the Dec. 9 meet-
ing. “But to be honest, I’m blown away.” 
He had not heard the total beforehand.

Yanez took responsibility for the root 
cutting and the demise of the tree, saying 
his workers were there on an emergency 
job and had encountered a trap on the line 
and cut the roots in an attempt to remove 
it. In addition, they hadn’t had a chance to 
get permits before digging and uncovering 
what turned out to be a larger problem than 
they anticipated.

“I can’t apologize enough for that tree 
needing to be removed,” Yanez said. “I 
hope a new tree can get installed there that 

PINE
From page 1A

with the structure,” arborist Mike Tope 

is close to or rubbing against part of the 
deck and a corner of the roof.

Tope inspected the tree and found it 
in good condition without any structural 
defects. “The overall growth on the can-
opy is vigorous and healthy compared to 
other oaks in the area,” he said, and rec-
ommended the commission deny Moore’s 
request.

“It does appear part of the structure 
could be altered to alleviate the problem 
of the contact,” city forester Sara Davis 
explained at the meeting. “So my recom-
mendation is to deny the application for 
a permit to remove the tree,” which she 
described as being “one of the most healthy 
oaks” in the city.

Commissioner Brian Sours asked why, 

OAK
From page 1A

will be something they can enjoy on their 
property.”

He also said they have since obtained 
the permits and completed the sewer work.

Rembisz told the commission he only 
wants compensation for the tree being 
removed and hopes it can be replaced.

“We were very sad to see the tree go 
down,” he said, adding that he is a fairly 
new owner of the home and that the pine 

He also said he and his wife were out of 
town when the damage occurred and that 
they were shocked to see what the workers 
had done.

Wrong target?
Commissioner JC Myers asked why 

Davis recommended going after the con-
tractor rather than the property owner 
who hired him, and she responded that the 
owner’s representative, Tim James, was 
managing the property from afar and was 

unaware of what All Service had done.
“I feel like the offender that did the 

damage should be the person held account-
able,” she said.

Commissioners, however, felt that the 
owner should be responsible, not the con-
tractor, so they decided the Walton Trust 
should compensate Rembisz for the lost 
pine, replanting, new landscaping and 
other costs.

“They’re responsible for who they 
employ,” commented commissioner Tim 
Caddell. “I want to make sure that Dr. 
Rembisz is made whole here, and that the 
tree is replaced.”

Myers agreed. 

“The compensation needs to take place 
from the Walton Trust, and the trust needs 
to deal with All Service however they deem 

responsible party.”
It’s not uncommon for the city to 

demand payment from contractors or prop-
erty owners who damage trees on pub-
lic property, or who unlawfully prune or 
remove trees on their own properties, but 
it’s unusual for it to require one property 
owner to compensate another. 

Assuming both sides follow through, 
the neighbors will handle the negotiations 
and transfer of funds themselves, without 
the city being involved in the transaction.

when Moore remodeled her home awhile 
back, she didn’t design it to provide more 
space for the oak. She responded that at the 
time, the city told her she couldn’t change 
the exterior at all. 

“It was either tear it all down or don’t 
touch it,” she said, though she didn’t 
explain why that was the case.

Can come back
Commissioner JC Myers asked why she 

had the house inspected, and she told him 
she has it done every four years. The tree 
issue has been raised before, Moore added, 
but she hadn’t decided to do anything 
about it until now. She also said she has the 
oak trimmed regularly.

Commissioners unanimously decided 
she should ask a contractor about changing 

the tree but allowed that she could return 
with her request “if the cost is prohibitive 
to modify that corner and it would deprive 

-
missioner Michael Caddell stated.

she started her legal career in infrastruc-
ture in Canada at Ontario Hydro, a govern-
ment-owned utility.

“It may seem unusual having two law 
-

ish told the council, but it’s not. She also 
addressed Mayor Dave Potter’s query 
about experience with litigation, since he 
anticipates a court battle with Verizon.

worked on a lot of litigation related to 
wireless facilities in particular, as well as 
other telecommunications matters,” she 

in court. “We have represented many cities 
not only in California, but in many other 

VERIZON
From page 1A

states.”
Scenic Road resident Mike McWal-

ters asked which municipal code sections 

questions about how she would have han-
dled Verizon’s application at Carmelo and 
Eighth. He also wanted to know her opin-
ion of “residential cell towers.”

Pierik encouraged her to address the 

appropriate.
“I have personally worked on many 

-
ish responded, but she noted the pro-
cess is iterative and that no single person 
“authors” laws.

The council unanimously voted to bring 

The billing rate will be $360 an hour, 
which Pierik said is “a reasonable fee for 
these types of services.”

We pay for news photos!
The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of 

newsworthy events around the Monterey Peninsula. 
Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com. 

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  
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Slow Roasted Prime Rib with Natural Au Jus
Fingerling Potatoes, Melted Creamed Leeks and Grilled Asparagus

$36 ++ per person
Reservations suggested: (831) 624-1841 x3

Special Christmas Hours: 4pm - 9pm
Christmas Eve Hours: 4pm - 10pm  

3665 Rio Road • Carmel 
shearwatertavern.com

Join Us for Christmas Dinner
Full Shearwater Tavern menu plus holiday spirits & specials

The most 

professional 

area rug   

cleaner on the 

Central Coast

Rug pad, 

rug appraisal, 

rug repair
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Diligent, Honest, Friendly

If you are looking to buy or sell a home, 
I am happy to help. 

Alex Brant
DRE 01900460
@alexbrantproperties
alex.brant@compass.com
M: 831-264-3870

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity 
laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational 

condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any 
description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. If your property is currently listed for 
sale this is not a solicitation.

After this week’s heavy rains, county workers used heavy equipment to lower the Carmel River Lagoon 
sandbar Wednesday in hopes the lagoon would rise to an optimal level before breaking through, but 
not so high as to flood homes in the adjacent neighborhood. It’s a ritual that goes on almost every 
year — sometimes successfully, but sometimes not. With more rain in the forecast, on Thursday (above) 
officials monitored the progress.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSEE

Carmel River Lagoon ready

The Pine Cone’s email edition: Complete local news without 
pop-ups, click bait, pay walls or banner ads — 

and we don’t even harvest your data.
Subscribe at www.carmelpinecone.com
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BEST of BATESEditorial

Here to stay
ALL SPECIES have to live in balance with their environment — and 

that means they have to occupy a space that’s able to sustain them and let 
them reproduce, but where they also leave enough of whatever they’re con-
suming for the next generation. Any other arrangement, and the species will 
die out.

This essential principle is much commented on when it comes to humans 

the virus that causes Covid-19. To succeed, these tiny creatures have to be 
really good at invading the respiratory tracts of the humans they infect and 

to infect somebody else. 
From what we can see now, the virus behind the pandemic that started in 

Wuhan, China, in late 2019 is really good at maintaining a balance with its 
human hosts — so good that this virus, which has caused so much trouble 

According to researchers at the University of Colorado at Boulder, the 

2003, spread to 29 countries and regions, infecting more than 8,000 people 
from November 2002 to July 2003,” the researchers said. “But the 2002 ver-
sion of SARS-CoV hasn’t been observed in humans in almost 20 years and 
is now considered extinct.”

What was the difference between the 2002 SARS virus and the one we 
have today? 

of public health intervention to drive the virus to extinction,” the researchers 
said.

The virus behind Covid-19, however, is so contagious, it’s managed to 
spread around the world without anybody being able to stop it. And since 
it’s reproducing at such a great rate, it’s also creating innumerable variants, 
some of which are even more contagious than the original. Fortunately for 
us (and for the virus), the original virus and its mutated versions have turned 
out not to be that deadly.

Other viruses are so successful at infecting humans, they’ve become part 

-
ing them.

pandemic viruses, it will evolve to become one of the other viruses that 
-

in the United States from 2011 to 2020. Nevertheless, nobody mentioned 

SARS epidemic.

deadly it would turn out to be, but now we can see that it presents a situa-
tion that’s very serious, but not that deadly. So get used to it, everyone. The 
coronavirus is here to stay.

“I moved to Santa Barbara so I can 
come to Carmel on vacation.”

a court rendered its verdict if any condi-

voted to deny mentioned things that could 
have been addressed successfully through 
the conditions. This made their votes seem 
senseless and simply aimed at overturn-

a buyout. 
It is hard to imagine that the no votes 

from Salinas Valley commissioners, who 
don’t pay Cal Am’s rates, are based on any 
understanding of the facts, or of the rea-
sons people on the Peninsula voted for a 
buyout and truly deserve a fair process.

Marli Melton, Carmel Valley

‘Will of the voters’
Dear Editor,

meeting. It was stunning to witness the 
vote on conditionally approving the water 
district’s application to become a pub-
lic retail water agency, denying the will 
of the voters and staff and consultant 
recommendations. 

Commissioners voting no went outside 
LAFCO’s scope with issues unrelated to 
approving latent powers. They focused 
on whether or not the Peninsula should 
have Cal Am’s desal plant, and govern-
ment cannot do anything right, as stated by 
Matt Gourley, complaining that the public 
was in the way of Cal Am. Kimbley Craig 
noted it was clear the Peninsula didn’t 
want desal, then complained the Peninsula 

Buyout deserves ‘fair process’
Dear Editor,

The Pine Cone’s recent article about the 
vote to deny the Monterey Peninsula Water 
Management District’s LAFCO application 
omitted a crucial fact: LAFCO was only 

professional staff spent nine months 

to the application, and had imposed six 
-

tial negative effects of a successful buyout 
of Cal Am. For example, the district was 

that would lose $5,000 or more in tax rev-
enues if the buyout was successful and to 
document good-faith efforts to compensate 

the district had not begun any buyout, it 

LAFCO’S staff recommended con-
ditional approval three times. LAFCO See LETTERS page 30A

L e t t e r s
to the Editor
The Pine Cone encourages submission of let-

ters which address issues of public importance. 
Letters cannot exceed 350 words, and must 
include the author’s name and home town. We 
reserve the right to determine which letters are 
suitable for publication and to edit for length and 
clarity.

The Pine Cone only accepts letters to the 
editor by email. Please submit your letters to 
mail@carmelpinecone.com
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Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase 
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

of his sons, T. B. Walker began buying up 
timberland in northern California in the 
early 1900s. Willis, as vice president of 
Red River, managed the Minnesota lumber 
business while two of his brothers spent 
more and more time in California. Willis 
married Alma Brooks in 1897 and had a 
son, Leon, in 1899.

Million-acre property
About 1905, Willis’ oldest brother, Gil-

bert, set up an office in Red Bluff, while 
younger brother Clinton, who had married 
Alma’s sister Della, leased a home at Pied-

mont from which he made 
frequent trips to the north-
ern forests. It was about that 
same time that Willis began 
making annual treks to Cal-
ifornia to see the progress. 

By October 1909, the 
Walkers had acquired 750,000 acres in 
Siskiyou, Modoc, Shasta, Tehama, Lassen, 
Plumas and Butte counties. That same year, 
Red River borrowed $1.5 million to begin 
building the sawmills and infrastructure 
needed to harvest lumber. In 1913, their 
holdings had grown to 1 million acres, and 
they began operating a sawmill at the com-
pany town they established as Westwood, 
in Lassen County. 

Westwood caught fire in the summer of 
1917, while Alma and Willis were staying 

at the Fairmont Hotel in San 
Francisco. Willis rushed to 
the conflagration to direct 
some of the activity. Dyna-
mite was used to bring the 
fire under control and save 
the mill, but 70 million feet 
of lumber, valued then at 
about $1 million, were lost.

Pebble Beach
The Walkers decided to 

stay in California so Willis 
could assume management 
of the growing, but sud-
denly troubled, operation 
at Westwood. They leased 
a Nob Hill apartment at 
840 Powell from which 
Alma became part of the 
social scene. Their circle of 
friends began buying land 
in the new development 
of Pebble Beach, and they 
followed suit, building a 
home along the 14th Fair-
way in 1922. They named 
it “Border Links.” By the 
mid-1920s, Willis Walker, 
who maintained the apart-
ment in San Francisco, 
was spending less time in 
Westwood and more time 
in Pebble Beach. 

Walker saw real estate 
opportunities in Carmel, 
and in 1926 began buy-
ing and selling lots here. 
The same 1926 Pine Cone 
article referred to at the 

Lured by Pebble Beach, lumber 
baron purchases Mission Ranch

TODAY’S 20-Acre Mission Ranch 
hotel and restaurant, owned since 1986 by 
Clint Eastwood, was once part of the 216-
acre Martin Ranch, described in the June 
18, 1926, Pine Cone as “bounded on the 
north side by Santa Lucia Avenue, on the 
east by Hatton Fields, on the south by the 
Carmel River and on the west by subdivi-
sion No. 7 of Carmel Point.” 

John and Elizabeth Martin raised a 
large family on the ranch in the late 1800s 
and built the farmhouse and barns that 
remain on the site. John Martin died in 
1893. Monterey attorney Carmel Martin 

and his siblings, most of whom were born 
on the ranch, held the home site for sev-
eral years after their mother died in 1918. 
Carmel, the youngest of the Martin boys, 
was 50 when a deed conveying the land to 
Willis and Alma Walker was recorded on 
Aug. 23, 1929.

Willis J. Walker, 55 at the time he 
acquired Mission Ranch, was one of seven 
sons of Minneapolis lumber baron Thomas 
B. Walker (1840-1928), founder of Red 
River Lumber Co. in 1884. With the help 

plan to create a living there as a profes-
sional photographer. Plan B was to relocate 
to a big city, where commercial opportuni-
ties might be more plentiful.

“After two years, I was shooting archi-
tecture and other gigs, busy as a bee, living 
and working in a place I truly loved.”

He also took pride in his artistic identity 
as a bona fide Big Sur local.

“A lot of people moved here for the art-
ist vibe — Henry Miller, Jack Kerouac and 
others — but they didn’t really live here 
full-time. They used Big Sur as a way to 
brand themselves,” Greenwood said.

Big Sur authenticity
“In some ways, I feel 

more authentic because I 
was born and raised here. 
I live here year-round, put-
ting up with the mudslides, 

the fires, the power outages, the storms, the 
highway falling into the ocean, and, worst 
of all, the tourists,” he explained. “And the 
older I get, the more I realize the struggles 
and sacrifices that are involved with living 
in Big Sur.”

After 18 years, Greenwood’s portfolio 
includes an award-winning array of Big 
Sur wildfire photos that are equal parts 
beautiful and horrifying — images of 
tragic destruction, front-line firefighters 
and heartbroken residents against a back-
drop of towering flames that light up the 
night.

“I’ve been in five major wildfires now, 
and I really like documenting the process 
in such an in-depth way,” said Greenwood, 
who also was sent with a writer to cover 
the 2016 Paris Climate Accords, where he 
was one of only four photojournalists in 
a room with 150 world leaders, including 
President Barack Obama. 

“Getting published in National Geo-
graphic was awesome — great for the 
resume, and something I hoped would be 
a turning point — but that was more than 
10 years ago, and I’m still wondering how 
to make it happen again,” he said. “I’d love 
to do more editorial- and environmentally 
based photojournalism.”

ON A Big Sur mountainside, high 
above any tourist traffic, hides the home-
made cabin Kodiak Greenwood has been 
constructing for the past eight years — 
largely from reclaimed materials — since 
December 2013, when a wildfire on 
Pfeiffer Ridge incinerated his previous 
home (and $50,000 worth of photography 
equipment) on the same patch of land.

Greenwood, who turned 41 this week, 
has been caretaker of that property since he 
was 19 years old and has lived in Big Sur 
almost all his life. The arduous and ongo-
ing task of rebuilding there wasn’t a diffi-

cult decision: He is a true local.
“I’m happiest when I’m wandering 

randomly in geographically significant 
places, or untouched places or completely 
destroyed places,” said Greenwood, a 
fine art photographer and photojournalist 
whose spectacular images of multiple Big 
Sur wildfires have appeared in several pub-
lications, including National Geographic.

“Exploring new or old places, cre-
atively observing life wherever I am — 
Big Sur, Utah, the mountains of Patagonia 
in Argentina — that’s really what it’s all 
about for me,” he said. “It’s that moment 
when I get to be out with my camera, 
reflecting internally and externally on the 
environment and hopefully creating some-
thing with that time.”

Artistic types in Big Sur — artists, 
writers, photographers — have long been 
lionized, even if they were only pass-
ing through. Greenwood’s father, Robert 
Greenwood, was a real-deal Big Sur bohe-
mian — a poet and writer whose free spirit 
gave Kodiak permission to pursue his own 
artistic instincts from an early age.

Drawing and painting were childhood 
passions until age 12, when his dad gave 
him a Minolta camera before a father-son 
trip to British Columbia. That vacation lit 
the spark, Greenwood said.

“Then, right after high school, I took 
a Nikon N80 with me to 
Indonesia,” on a six-week 
surfing safari with friends, 
he remembered. “Those 
two trips were turning 
points. I began to realize 
that the pursuit of photog-
raphy could allow for a cre-
ative lifestyle.”

When he returned, 
Greenwood enrolled in the 
Brooks Institute of Pho-
tography in Santa Barbara, 
receiving intensive edu-
cation in “the technical 
realm of photography,” he 
said. “I learned everything 
there was to know about 
cameras.”

After graduation, he 
came home to Big Sur with 
a self-imposed two-year 

Big Sur native Kodiak Greenwood, a fine-art photographer and 
photojournalist, embraces the rugged lifestyle on Pfeiffer Ridge.

PHOTO/CHEYENNE ELLIS

History Beat
By NEAL HOTELLING

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Face fire like a local: Take amazing 
photos, then rebuild your home

See ARTIST page 29A

The first public event held at Mission Ranch was a rodeo in 1931.  
Rodeo action returned to Mission Ranch in the 1940s (top), as seen 
here in March 1947. (Above) Thomas B. Walker (center), founder 
of Red River Lumber Co., circled by his sons (left to right): Fletcher, 
Clinton, Willis, Gilbert and Archie; circa 1920.

PHOTOS/(TOP) JULIAN P. GRAHAM/PEBBLE BEACH CO. LAGORIO ARCHIVE, 
(ABOVE) COURTESY MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

See HISTORY page 29A

Real Estate Solutions
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Call 831.601.3320
AdamMoniz.com
DRE: 01885594

Mark Ryan
831.238.1498
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Paul Brocchini
831.601.1620
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Great Lives
By LISA CRAWFORD WATSON

since. Dougherty bought it in 1981.
He was 16 when he walked into an 

antiques store in Studio City and became 
completely intrigued by the inventory. 
The owner took an interest in Dougherty 
and taught him everything he knew before 
selling him half-interest in the business. 
Dougherty was 20 when he bought out his 
mentor.

In 1975, he moved the business — a 

drinking vessels — to Carmel, just north 
of Fifth Avenue. He called it The House 
of Steins.

By 1981, Dougherty had grown weary 
of the traveling needed to maintain his 
stock. He saw that Spencers was for sale 
on Ocean Avenue. Although he had no 
experience with stationery, he knew the 
store had a solid history, so he bought it.

Its back door opened to a park on 
Dolores Street where, in 1983, he opened 
a second shop, Spencers on the Park. For 
three years, he sold antiques, Americana 
collectibles and folk art, gathered during 
regular collector trips to Maine.

“On occasion, Clint Eastwood slipped into our store 
to evade fans and then ducked out the back door and 
escaped,” Dougherty said. “I also went out that back door 

Four words never heard at Spencers: ‘Sorry, the computer’s down’
SPENCERS STATIONERY is a destination. Whether 

that it’s still okay to keep a hardcover analog calendar, 
they come to shop, to socialize, to feel special.

The shop is as elegant as the inventory, which is expan-
sive and carefully organized to be visually appealing and 
convenient to browse, a testament to owners Jim and Glo-

Over the years, plenty of people have called him Mr. 
Spencer, which makes sense to Jim even though he’s 
owned Spencers Stationery for 40 years. Yet Dougherty 
is at least the fourth owner of the shop, which was estab-
lished by photographer Louis S. Slevin, who came to Car-
mel in 1903 and opened an eponymous photo-card and 

No more daily pie
In 1936, Bob Spencer took over the store, promptly 

changing the name of the place to Spencers Stationery 

Mr. Allen, the name remained unchanged, as it has ever 

every day, to get a piece of Mrs. Berry’s pie over at the 
Tuck Box restaurant. I still like pie, but not every day.”

In 1986, Dougherty moved Spencers Stationery to the 
Court of the Golden Bough, behind the Cottage of Sweets.

He said the best thing that ever happened to his business 
was when Gloria, his wife of now 32 years, walked into 
the shop with her sister. The Salinas native was moving 
back home from Washington State, and her sister told her, 
“I want you to meet Jim. He has the best store in town.” 
And with that, off they went to Spencers. 

Gloria said, “I was working as the medical director of a 
clinic in Spokane, but I’d always thought I’d someday like 
to have my own business. I was appreciating the ambiance 
of the store when Jim said, ‘Are you looking for a job?’ He 
hired me part time, which went to full time. We married 
in 1989.”

‘Hobbies and vices’
In 1988, the Doughertys purchased Cardiff’s statio-

nery store, already established at the Crossroads shopping 
center, intending to keep the location in town, too. But in 
1994, they consolidated to one store at the Crossroads, 
then moved up the sidewalk to their current location.

“This has been a wonderful venue to showcase not 
only stationery,but also to incorporate unusual antiques — 
carrying cases, desk blotters and accessories — collected 
during our regular travels to Maine and also France,” 
Doughtery said.

It also has been a welcome hostel for his birdhouses. In 
1986, Dougherty opened “Spencers Whimsical Garden” 
adjacent to the Tuck Box. For three years, the shop sold 
garden accessories, including vintage birdhouses. When 
Dougherty’s birdhouse sources went south, he started 
making his own.

“Everybody has their hobbies and vices,” he said. 
“I like to putz around in my Mid Valley barn and make 
things. It’s been fun to reintroduce the style of old bird-
houses we had sold in the garden shop.”

It was at the Crossroads that Dougherty discovered one 
of the best enticements into Spencers, the triple-dipped, 
Belgian chocolate malt balls once sold in a nearby candy 

who came into his store. After the candy store closed, he 
began sourcing and packaging them for sale himself.

To this day, people head directly to the counter in search 
of malt balls, enticing in their clear cello bags. Nearly as 
big as a jawbreaker and as smooth as the Belgian chocolate 
that enrobes them, the malt balls have become legendary.

Leather-bound ledgers
Forty years into developing a business he knew noth-

and writing instruments — plus birdhouses and malt balls. 

apron he has had since the beginning, he runs his business 
as he did when he bought it, ordering products, counting 
and reconciling numbers by hand, numbers recorded in 
leather-bound ledgers, all of which he’s kept. He doesn’t 
own a computer, doesn’t have a cellphone, and never in-
tends to. His tool is a pencil, and his internet is a personal 
network of vendors and customers he meets in person.

It has something to do with the difference between 
writing a thank-you note by hand, versus dashing off an 
email or text message. It’s what might be expected from a 
store that sells writing papers and instruments, and it’s the 
way Dougherty likes it.

And even now that the Doughertys have put Spencers 
on the market and are looking toward retirement, they will 
continue to handcraft birdhouses, handwrite notes and do 
their accounting by hand.

“This business has outlived me,” he said. “I’ve always 
handwritten orders, and I can tell you exactly what’s in 
our inventory by looking at the shelf. I do imagine some-
one can come in and take Spencers to the next level, but I 
hope it’s with the integrity and quality people have come 
to expect. Spencers — the whole Crossroads — is a spe-
cial place.”

Gloria and Jim Dougherty in Spencers Stationery at the Crossroads shopping center. 
Bob Spencer owned the shop in 1936 and nobody has renamed it since.

PHOTO/PHILIP GEIGER
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portable darkroom that Greenwood built himself and hauls 
on a trailer behind his Ford F-150 pickup truck.

“I’ve gotten in over my head, for sure,” he said with 
a laugh. “I can’t even explain why I’m doing this, except 
that I really love the look, and the fact that every photo is 
one of one.

“I like the medium because it’s totally honest. If you 
don’t do it exactly right, there are blemishes, it’s out 
of focus, it’s overexposed, it’s underexposed, it’s got 
scratches … I’m trying to raise the bar on what it means to 
be an artist — whatever that means.”

Post Ranch Inn (30 miles south of Carmel) or on his web-
site at kodiakgreenwood.com.

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County. 
Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

Meanwhile, he contends with the ongoing challenge of 
-

cult, often unforgiving marketplace.

Permanence at Post Ranch
A breakthrough, he hopes, might be his perma-

nent exhibit at historic Post Ranch Inn, a showcase that 
includes 23 breathtaking, limited-edition prints, mostly 
Big Sur landscapes. Images on display include an elec-

Point Sur, sun peeking through a rocky arch off Pfeiffer 

in full bloom above a seascape.
“It’s still a total thrill to sell a piece of my 

work, and it’s not even about the money. It’s the 
fact that somebody out there enjoys what I did. It 
motivates me to get back out there and dig deeper 
into my own mind, and all the ideas I have,” said 
Greenwood, who has evolved into the digital-pho-
tography era, but enjoys shooting old-school ana-
log pictures and developing them in a darkroom.

A project in progress is the creation of two 
Big Sur books, creating photos using 19th-cen-
tury, wet-plate photography techniques, includ-
ing a 45-pound antique camera that he lugs into 
the wilderness, along with a tripod, chemicals, 

that provides complete darkness needed for some 
techniques that must be performed immediately at 
the location.

Images are processed inside a 7,500-pound 

ARTIST
From page 27A

Big Sur native Kodiak Greenwood’s wildfire photos have won national ac-
claim. His work is on permanent exhibit at Post Ranch Inn. 

PHOTO/KODIAK GREENWOOD

Sleep Like 
a Baby.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM  |  Open Any Day By Appointment

26384 Carmel Rancho Ln., #103, Carmel-by-the-Sea

831.899.5464 |  monterey-mattress.com
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10 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley Village
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beginning of this story reported rumors that Walker was 
buying the Martin Ranch. Sometime between then and the 
summer of 1929 when the deed was recorded, Walker did 
buy the 216-acre property. 

He never moved there, but soon began plans for devel-

No. 1, along the junction of Junipero and Rio Road 

it on Aug. 7, 1929. His planned development was derailed 

Great Depression and the enterprise would have failed. 
Walker sat it out for several years and looked for other 
opportunities.

1931, Pine Cone. It was in a half-page ad for a rodeo to 
be held there, “at the south end of Dolores,” on Sept. 6 
and 7. An article on the facing page added that the event, 
which would include bronco and steer riding and goat and 
steer roping, would be run by “John Scott, foreman of the 

Rayburn, foreman of the Sydney Fish ranch, just east of 

-
ess Muriel Vanderbilt leased the Marble Ranch, 19 miles 
out Carmel Valley Road.

An active equestrian, she brought several of her horses 
to compete in the polo and steeplechase events then held 
at the Hotel Del Monte. In July, she moved her horses to 
Walker’s ranch while she returned to New York to marry 

leased Mission Ranch as their western home until April 
1936, when they moved to Rancho Del Monte near Ford 

With the economy improving and Walker regaining 
possession of Mission Ranch, he revisited his plans for the 

-

years earlier. With the assistance of Corum Jackson of 
Carmel Realty Co., Walker added more tracts extending 
west from the current ranch to Carmel Point. By Novem-
ber 1936, utility and sewer lines were nearly complete and 
homes were being built. 

At the same time, Walker refurbished the ranch build-
ings with plans to add a pool and tennis courts to establish 

installed in the large barn and made it a dance hall. Lloyd 

HISTORY
From page 27A in the Central Valley and Lloyd had recently converted his 

family ranch, “Stockdale,” into a similar social center.

Low fees, lots of fun

early joiners. Monthly dues were set low, so anyone in 

lunch and dinner daily, with occasional dinner dances. 
In the spring of 1937, the Walkers completed a build-

ing set up with three indoor badminton courts to augment 

sand and created a sunbathing “beach” at the club. Private 

-
ple crowded the club for a barbeque co-sponsored by the 

bridge, with weekly tournaments. 

as a community hub, and in November 1937 hired David 

-
trooms in the ranch house for out-of-town visitors. Don 

three of the most interesting years in Mission Ranch’s his-

Neal Hotelling has been researching and writing about 
Monterey County history for more than three decades. His 
email is nbhotelling@msn.com.
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2511 Garden Rd., Suite A230 Monterey

(831) 646-5424 | sgsenger@att.net 
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percent of recycled water goes back to Salinas Valley 
farmland and we also contribute 40 percent of the waste-
water. While repeatedly saying they had concerns about 
estimated 1 percent tax reductions and satellite water sys-
tems, no real discussion ensued. 

As a condition of approval, MPWMD already agreed 
to negotiate agreements to soften tax revenue impacts. A 
motion to include satellite systems was voted down.

LAFCO must legally issue a written decision based on 
evidence, not opinion. It now may be decided in court, 
undoubtedly in MPWMD’s favor. LAFCO will incur high 
legal fees, along with MPWMD — passed on to us.

Susan L. Schiavone, Seaside

‘Disband water district’
Dear Editor,

We should all applaud LAFCO’s rejection of the water 
management district’s attempt to take over Cal Am, a pri-
vate company. Finally, an agency with some oversight 
took an honest, commonsense look and exposed what this 
is really all about, a power and money grab. How much 
taxpayer money has been spent and will be spent to save 
the current customers of Cal Am a whopping $22 per 
month? This entire issue of water control comes down to 
the lesser of two evils, and while Cal Am has not been 
stellar, it is preferable over unrestrained government agen-
cies that simply want to control the behavior of private 
citizens.

LETTERS
From page 26A

For MPWMD to use the argument that this is “the 
will of the people” and should be honored is just about 
the most hypocritical statement to ever come from a big 
government agency. Let’s all remember that the will of the 
people not very long ago was to dissolve the Monterey 
Peninsula Water Management District completely as they 

those it serves. Of course, in that instance they did not like 

a way to ignore it.
How about we honor that original vote now?

Lauren Cohen, Monterey

‘LAFCO writes off democracy’
Dear Editor,

from Salinas and one from the Monterey Peninsula — 
made a mockery of democracy. They displayed alarming 
special-interest politics and partisan prejudice. 

Ironically, the voters who approved the buyout of Cal 
Am are the same voters who pay the taxes that support 

approval because they would lose tax revenue (less than 1 
percent) if MPWMD’s buyout succeeds. These naysayers 
were appointed to LAFCO, which is unbalanced in favor 
of Salinas Valley. Chair Chris Lopez was disingenuous in 
claiming the buyout will bring higher water rates for his 
constituents, when he knows the CPUC has a protective 
rate cap for Chualar as a disadvantaged community. Com-
missioner Matt Gourley contradicts himself by denigrat-
ing government while serving in government. Some com-
missioners exhibit poor judgment, such as driving under 

Let the public hold these commissioners accountable. 
-
-

porations have become oversized monopolies worshipping 
their one idol, money, defying free market competition. 
Greed cannot sustain a constitutional republic.

LAFCO’s decision will add to the tax revenue loss as it 
diminishes county coffers, incurring costly litigation fees. 

its own staff approval recommendation and the indepen-

MPWMD is in the right to support the voters’ mandate 

Viva democracy!
Margaret-Anne Coppernoll, Marina

Why did LAFCO block buyout?
Dear Editor,

Should LAFCO’s board of appointed commissioners 
from Salinas and South County have the right to block the 
Cal Am buyout on the Peninsula?

It was clear from the LAFCO staff report and the 

$70,000 LAFCO consultant’s report that the water district 
could afford to buy Cal Am and operate the water system 
at a reasonable cost. That was the only question LAFCO 
was supposed to consider and the only one it was supposed 
to vote on. LAFCO staff recommended approval twice. 
There were no grounds to deny the water district’s appli-
cation. So why vote no?

They claimed this was about the tiny tax revenue loss 
of less than 1 percent for some of the affected special dis-

satellite water districts. But make no mistake; this was a 
vote on water supply with the Salinas Valley once again 
trying to dictate water policy to the Peninsula.

LAFCO commissioner and South County supervisor 
Chris Lopez believes the Peninsula must have Cal Am’s 
desal, so he and Salinas Mayor Kimbley Craig voted 
against the buyout in an attempt to force desal on the Pen-
insula. Three other commissioners followed their lead. The 
problem is that LAFCO has no authority on water supply, 
so they had to disguise their no vote with other issues.

The tax revenue losses can be mitigated and none of the 
issues raised justify blocking the will of the voters and the 
water district’s mandate to move forward on Measure J.

This is Monterey County lettuce curtain politics at its 
worst.

Melodie Chrislock, Carmel

Investigate LAFCO
Dear Editor,

Can someone please explain to me how LAFCO can 
make a decision on our relationship with Cal Am which 

Please correct me on any of this if I am wrong, but 
over 25,000 citizens voted to oust the grifting waterworks, 
which already has a terrible reputation for taking water 
that is not theirs and charging homeowners for it. OK, 
perhaps they were/are charging for its transportation to 
our homes? But how can they charge us if the pipes are 
shooting brown water out of spigots ... indicating that in 
all these years, they have done little to assuage using that 
as an excuse for “services rendered.”

We all want to know exactly what the logical reason is 

Transparency is much needed on LAFCO’s deci-
sion-making process. Let’s subpoena communications if 
we don’t get a satisfactory response. That would be an 

worth reading about.
Cate Mulligan, Seaside

Dear Editor,
Stan Graff had some interesting ideas in his letter to the 

editor. Let’s take his idea and make it even simpler and 
make everyone a “deputy.”

After all that has been written on short-term rentals, it 
looks like the key issues are:

 Neighbors have complaints, particularly when there 
is a problem such as a large or loud party, or parking issues.

 Monterey County would like to see the additional 
revenue from the licensing of vacation rentals.

 Monterey County does not have the bandwidth to 
manage all of the permitting and monitoring the rentals. 
Therefore, we have this ongoing dialog.

Monterey County should create a simple and separate 
web link for issues with short-term rentals with two simple 
questions: What is the address, and what is the issue?

This “deputy” would report the problem. The site in 
return would verify the status of a permitted rental.

required to identify himself. This information must remain 
private, but it would help to identify the occasional grumpy 
neighbor/chronic complainer issue.

This might be an easier way to get the ball rolling on 
the issues of short-term rental permitting and enforcement. 
Residents would see progress after all of these many years. 

-
rey County moves forward.

Hans Haselbach, Carmel Valley

Time for addresses
Dear Editor,

As our world continues to evolve and more of us are 
forced to order goods, it has been increasingly annoying 
to order, pay, have shipped and then not receive what we 
order, whether because it’s mis-delivered thanks to our 
quirky addresses, or because the shipper tried to deliver to 

The time has come to address the problem and assign 
house numbers in Carmel-by-the-Sea. I promise, it will 
not compromise our charm, our politics, our individuality 
or our weather, but it could eliminate one of the increas-
ingly annoying issues brought on by the endemic of our 
planet. It would also be a precursor to home delivery of 
the mail. 

I would imagine our devoted postal workers would be 
more than happy not to have to lug our packages to us at 
the front desk! 

Carol Reid, Carmel

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally

If you’d like to meet Tyler, please fill out 
an online adoption questionnaire.

WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-718-9122

Tyler  is  incredibly gentle and 
greets other dogs politely, gives 
a nice sniff, and loses interest 
quickly after.  He also loves a 
good nap! Tyler came to us when 
his guardian was no longer able 
to care for him. He is 12 years old 
and 45 pounds.

TYLER

Ad Sponsored by 
Judy LeRoy with Ruby 

& Jackson
(If you’d like to sponsor our 

next ad, give us a call.)
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-

-

Locals recall working for him

MONKEE
From page 14A

-
-

-

-

MENORAH
From page 3A

-

-

-

GAVEL
From page 4A

-

DISTANCE
From page 16A

A child who attends the Big Sur Park School discovers how much 
fun art can be. About 20 kids who live down the coast attend the 
preschool.  

PHOTO/SOFIA SNAVELY
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in Pebble Beach & Carmel
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Located on the Coveted 13th Fairway
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Equestrian Lot with Architectural Plans
Santa Lucia Preserve | 11Vasquez.com
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The  Carmel  Pine  Cone
Section 2

Peninsula Sports
By DENNIS TAYLOR

like a kid on Christmas morning as he discussed his return 
as head coach of Carmel High’s varsity girls basketball, a 
program he guided to back-to-back Mission Trail Athletic 
League championships (his 2014-15 and 2015-16 teams, 
which went 26-2 against the league) during his previous 
three-year stint.

Dooner missed coaching
“What brought me back to coaching was a completely 

unexpected opportunity,” said Dooner, who coached at 
Monterey High from 1997-2010 before moving to CHS as 

student of basketball, and, honestly, I had missed it.”
He inherited a talent-laden roster that includes four 

players who went two rounds deep into the CCS Division 
IV playoffs two years ago. The 2019-20 

Those four — Elle Bohlman, Abby 
Shipnuck and Summer and Delaney Cast-
agna — also played last spring on a team 

in a pandemic-abbreviated season, during 
which another current player, Astin Lath-
rop, also earned a varsity letter.

Bohlman, a 5-foot-9 senior, now in her 
fourth varsity season, blossomed last year 
with a 19.4-point scoring average (on a 
team that scored 48.4 per game), while also 

rebounds.
“Her leadership is amazing. It’s really a 

joy to have a player like that as a corner-
stone,” Dooner said of Bohlman, who was 
a standout golfer this fall on a Padres team 
that placed second in the Gabilan Division, 

placekicker on the varsity football team.
She’ll be a shooting guard and will also 

Returning Padres coach receives the gift of a remarkable varsity team
SANTA ISN’T perfect. Some years, we get everything 

on our list … others, we get electric nose-hair clippers. 
(Not necessarily based on a true story).

Tom Dooner — apparently a very good boy — has 
spent the past few weeks unwrapping a gift that is likely to 

become the envy of most of the other high school basket-
ball coaches in Monterey County.

“I feel rejuvenated,” declared Dooner, who sounded 

share point guard duties with 5-6 junior Abby Shipnuck, 
a two-year starter at that position, where she averaged 5.6 

of a freshman season when she dealt 2.7 assists and got 
2.8 steals. She’s the daughter of junior varsity coach Alan 
Shipnuck.

“Abby and Elle have similar skill sets — both have a 
good outside shot, they can penetrate to the rim, they’re 
talented playmakers, and they’re very aggressive on 
defense. That gives me a lot of opportunity to mix things 
up,” Dooner said.

Strong sister act
The Castagna sisters — daughters of varsity assistant 

to Carmel’s inside game. 
Summer Castagna, a 5-9 center, is a standout passer 

Continues next page

Junior Abby Shipnuck, in her third varsity season, is a skilled play-
maker at point guard.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

Multi-sport athlete Elle Bohlman, the Padres’ top scorer, is a senior leader who can 
play either guard position.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER
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with great hands, Dooner said. As a sophomore last spring, 
she ranked second on the team in rebounds (5.9), fourth in 
scoring (4.1).

Delaney Castagna, a 5-11 power forward, averaged 

SPORTS
From previous page

4.1 rebounds last year as a freshman. And this year, in 
the Padres’ season-opening 52-29 rout of Everett Alvarez, 
she was credited with 14 points, 14 rebounds, and three 
blocked shots.

has the size to play underneath but is also developing an 
outside shot that could help stretch the defense.

But that’s only the beginning.
A freshman, Caroline Byrne — whose big brother is 

two-time Gabilan Division Player of the Year J.T. Byrne 
(now a scholarship football player at Oregon State) — 
looms as an impactful addition for the Padres under the 
basket. She also brings strong ball-handling skills, court 
awareness, and slick moves in the paint, her coach said.

In her varsity debut against Alvarez, Byrne hit four 

grabbed four rebounds, blocked three shots, and stole the 
ball three times.

Dooner is equally excited about a talented newcomer, 
Elise Rydeheard, a move-in from Kansas who can play 
point guard, shooting guard, and small forward.

“She’s bringing a whole bunch of skills, which has me 
feeling really lucky about our guard position,” he said of 

The talent runs deep

either backcourt position with defensive intensity, outside 
shooting ability, and aggression in attacking the basket.

Additional senior leadership will be provided by bas-
ketball newcomer Addie Crabbe, a 5-9 forward who 
earned All-Gabilan Division honors as the setter on Carm-
el’s volleyball team in the fall.

Senior Ruby Carr (sibling of Max Carr, who played 

(daughter of head baseball coach Mike Kelly) bring addi-
tional depth to the backcourt. 

And the frontcourt is further bolstered by 5-8 Riley 
Palshaw, an outside shooter and intense defender, and 
5-9 Oluwafunmilayo “Tosin” Oladokun, a promising post 

“We have guards who can push the pace, and that’s 
what we’re going to do,” Dooner said. “We’ll play an 
up-tempo style of basketball.”

The 2019-20 Cypress Division champion, Stevenson, 
has been boosted upstairs to the Mission Division, but 

and St. Francis.
The Padres went 3-1 in December, routing Everett 

Alvarez (52-29), Hilmar (49-21), and North County (72-
35), and losing on the road against Aptos (47-29), a school 
that has averaged 25 victories in each of its last four full 
seasons.

Carmel has two more non-division games — Jan. 6 at 
Stevenson (7 p.m.) and Jan. 8 at home against San Benito 
(5 p.m.) — before its Cypress Division opener on Jan. 11 

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County. 
Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

LOCATED INSIDE THE PORTOLA HOTEL & SPA
COMPLIMENTARY SELF OR VALET PARKING
TWO PORTOLA PLAZA  |  MONTEREY  |  (831) 649-7830 

   |  JACKSATPORTOLA.COM

LOCATED BEHIND THE PORTOLA HOTEL & SPA  
COMPLIMENTARY PARKING
TWO PORTOLA PLAZA  |  MONTEREY  |  (831) 649-2699  
PETERBSBREWPUB.COM

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS DAY 
AT PETER B’S BREWPUB

SATURDAY DECEMBER 25, 2021  |  12PM TO 8PM

TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY DINNER PLATE  |  $34.95

Turkey & Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Green Bean 
Casserole, Traditional Stuffing, Cranberry Sauce, 
Chef Marco’s Christmas Yule Log

Peter B’s full menu 
will be available all day

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER SPECIAL
DECEMBER 31, 2021 | 5:00PM TO 10:00PM | $79.95++ per person
surf n turf with a 9oz new york strip, lobster, a twice baked potato, 
a sauté of rainbow carrots and leeks 

CHRISTMAS THREE-COURSE DINNER
DECEMBER 25, 2021 | 12:00PM TO 8:00PM | $64.95++ per person
coke farm red and golden beet salad, choice of 12oz prime rib of beef, 
deistel turkey, fresh caught halibut or mama’s eggplant parmesan, 

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER SPECIAL 
DECEMBER 24, 2021 | 4:00PM TO 10:00PM | $44.95 per person
monterey bay cioppino with fresh caught, halibut, calamari, mussels, 
and more in jacks’ cioppino served with fresh baked garlic bread

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS 
AT JACKS MONTEREY

reservations required (831) 649-7830
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On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

Saturday’s rehearsal is free and starts at 7 p.m., while 
Sunday’s concert begins at 4 p.m., and tickets are $35. 
Proof of vaccination and masks are required. The Sand 
Box is located at 440 Ortiz Ave., sandboxsandcity.com.

Way down the coast on Thursday, Djorak teams up with 
violinist Edward Huizinga and violist Cynthia Black

to play Bach’s Goldberg Variations Dec. 23 at the New 
Camaldoli Hermitage in Big Sur.

The music starts at 11 a.m. Tickets are $75. Masks and 
distancing are required. The hermitage is located on High-

Before playing at Sand Box, quintet shows how chamber music is made
BEFORE THEY play a concert Sunday at the Sand 

open rehearsal Saturday offering a behind-the-scenes peek 
at how chamber music is created. 

“We invite the public to witness our incredibly talented 
musicians journey through the rehearsal process,” cellist 
Michelle Djokic told The Pine Cone.

Besides Djokic, the quintet includes violinists Liana 
Berube and Tien-Hsin Cindy Wu, violist David Sam-
uel and bassist William Everett. “They are among the 
top performing chamber musicians, and they’re gifted and 
generous human beings,” said Djokic, who also owns the 
Sand Box.

Titled “Bohemian Nights,” Sunday’s program includes 
Biber’s Fidicinum Sacro Profanum, Sonata No.9 in G 
Major, Kodaly’s Intermezzo for String Trio, and Dvorak’s 
String Quintet in G Major, Opus 77.

way 1 about 50 miles south of Rio Road. For tickets, visit 
edwinhuizinga.com and scroll down.

 Symphony eyes Sunset return
Single concert tickets are now on sale for the Mon-

terey Symphony’s 75th anniversary season, which kicks 
off Feb. 19-20 at Sunset Center, when conductor Donato 
Cabrera leads the orchestra, which will be accompanied 
by cellist Julian Schwarz.

-
demic started,” executive director Nicola Reilly said. “It’s 

Each of the season’s four concerts will showcase a 

See MUSIC page 40A

Estate Winery
1972 Hobson Ave., Greenfield
831.386.0316

Carmel-by-the-Sea
San Carlos & 7th
831.626.WINE (9463)SCHEIDVINEYARDS.COM

Stop in or give us a call

Order Your Specialty Cut Meats Now
Standing Rib Roast • Filet Mignon Roast • Spiral Cut Ham
Brisket • Crown Roast of Pork or Lamb
Diestel Turkey • Local Seafood & more

TIME TO START PLANNING YOURTIME TO START PLANNING YOUR 

Christmas DinnerChristmas Dinner

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY 7AM - 2PM 

Carrying Local Specialties
Fresh Gizdich Pies • Lula’s Chocolates 
Marianne’s Ice Cream • French Poodle Dressing 
Jam’in Carmel Valley Jams • Jeffrey’s Spiced Nuts 
New Camaldoli Hermitage Fruitcake  & “Holy Granola”  

Happy Holidays from The Sanchez Family & Staff 

Since 
1953

FINE WINES ~ CRAFT BEERS ~ SPIRITS
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS
GOURMET DELI - FARM FRESH PRODUCE

831-624-3821        Ample Free Parking        831-624-1805

6th & Junipero, Carmel • Open 365 • Local Home Delivery

Violinist Tien-Hsin Cindy Wu (left) will be part of a quintet performing this weekend at the Sand Box in Sand City. Single concert tickets 
went on sale this week for the Monterey Symphony’s new season. The first concert will showcase cellist Julian Schwarz (center) and 
conductor Donato Cabrera (right), who is one of four candidates to be the symphony’s next music director.
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Soup to Nuts
By MARY SCHLEY

stage in Europe and then return to work in restaurants in 
New York, Washington D.C., and San Francisco. Several 
of them received multiple Michelin stars during his tenure, 
including Quince and highly regarded Dominique Crenn’s 
Atelier Crenn, Petit Crenn and Bar Crenn, all in San Fran-
cisco. He spent 10 months at Post Ranch before going to 

Chez Noir.
Monique Black started as a line cook in NYC and 

cooked in the open kitchens at Colonie and Governor 
before moving to the front of the house when she relocated 
to San Francisco to take a job at Quince. After the Blacks 
worked together at Pineapple and Pearls in Washington, 
D.C., they came back West and she worked at Coi until the 
birth of their second child.

Together, they “look forward to cultivating a unique 
blend of bar-setting cuisine and warm, family-friendly 
hospitality at Chez Noir.”

The concept
According to the sample menus they provided in their 

investor deck, the Blacks envision an a la carte menu to 
be served only at their small, eight-seat bar, with items 
like house sourdough with mussels, Morro Bay oysters 
and mignonette, charred shishito peppers, Dungeness crab 
gratin, and beer-battered smelts.

Chez Noir coming, RLS and Meals on Wheels, and Christmas options
THE PLANNING commission last week approved 

former Post Ranch Inn executive chef Jonny Black’s 
application to open a new restaurant, Chez Noir, which he 
says will serve as an “homage to the Central Coast — to 

-

vated the region surrounding Carmel-by-the-Sea.”
Chez Noir, to be operated by Black and his wife, 

Monique, will be located in the new complex being built 

between Dolores and San Carlos. The previous building 
at that location was the longtime home of China Gourmet 
and was then occupied by La Dolce Vita Italian restaurant 
for a few years. It was demolished to make way for the 
new restaurant and two apartments.

The people
The Blacks have long careers in hospitality.
Jonny Black received a full scholarship to the Culinary 

Institute of America in Hyde Park, N.Y., graduating with 
honors in 2007, and went on to cook in New York City, 

watercress and fennel, Fisherman’s Tortellini with ciop-
pino broth and fennel, wood-roasted black cod, and apple 
and vanilla custard tart. A supplement could be added for 
Tsar Nicoulai reserve caviar and sea urchin with buck-
wheat crepes and onion.

They also provided a “seafood bar menu,” listing oys-
ters, sea urchin, scallops, caviar and items from the “sea-
sonal raw bar,” as well as bites like Monterey sardine esca-
beche and local anchovy toast, several main courses and 
a handful of desserts. The menus are all seafood-heavy, 
in keeping with the Blacks’ predictions that “close rela-

Continues next page

Jonny Black Monique Black

(Items available for groups of 4 or more)(Items available for groups of 4 or more)
Also - Ask about our 2021 Prix-Fixe for Two!Also - Ask about our 2021 Prix-Fixe for Two!

Baum & Blume Presents:
“Buon Natale“~ an Italian Holiday Feast!

2021 Christmas Dinner-To-Go!
Call (831) 659-0400 to order - Deadline is Dec. 20!

2021 Menu

Antipasti of Marinated Shrimp & Red Peppers
Chicken Liver Crostini w/Capers & Anchovy

Brie Stuffed w/Mascarpone & Roasted Walnuts
Plus a selection of frozen hors d’oeuvres

Soup, Salad and Bread
Woodsy Wild Mushroom Soup w/Smoked Olive Oil

Freshly Baked Herb Focaccia
Spinach, Apple & Radicchio Salad, Lemon Vinaigrette

Entrees with Sides
Garlic-Roasted Winter Hen  w/Figs & Clementines

Barley & Winter Vegetable Risotto

Herb-Stuffed Pork Roast with Fennel & Sweet Onion
Butternut Squash & Yukon Gold Potato Gratin

Seafood Cannelloni with Herb Bechiamella Sauce
Prosciutto-Wrapped Green Beans

Desserts
Panettone Bread Pudding with Amaretto Sauce

Tuscany Pear and Cornmeal Tart
Chocolate Cake Roll with Sweet Ricotta Filling

  Special order Panfortés and handmade Biscotti too! 

Think Big — Shop Small

Unique Selection of 
Handcrafted Gifts

6 SAN CARLOS SQUARE, 
BETWEEN 5TH & 6TH, CARMEL

beebarkandmoss.com

Wine Flights, 
Tours 

(with advance reservation)

and 
Special Events

Visit Joullian.com

PLEASE CALL TO CREATE 
A RESERVATION AT 831-659-8100

OPEN: TUE-FRI,  NOON-4PM • SAT & SUN, 11AM-4PM

2 VILLAGE DRIVE, CARMEL VALLEY

Join us for Select

(831) 375-4605

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas
g f f yFind gifts for everyone on Santa’s List!

Miss Trawick’s
Home & Garden

Tying Up
Another Year

CENTRAL COAST 
FLY FISHING

831-298-0690
3650 The Barnyard, Suite D-23, Carmel 93923

Tues-Sat
10AM-6PM

New Year’s Eve 
COCKTAIL & DESSERT PARTY

Join us 10PM-12:30AM 
Fabulous Dessert Table, Glass of 
Champagne Toast at midnight, 
Balloon drop. No Host Bar...just $25. 
Including tax and tip. 

Tickets in advance call

831-250-7188
3601 THE BARNYARD, CARMEL 93923
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restaurant’s identity, as will the champion-
ing of regional farmers and artisans.”

The planning commission didn’t dis-
cuss or debate the Blacks’ permit, other 

be 50 inside (including the eight at the bar) 
and 25 outside, since that’s what the previ-
ous restaurant’s permit allowed.

 Kids helping seniors
Meals on Wheels of the Monterey Pen-

insula is working with students at Robert 
Louis Stevenson high school in Pebble 
Beach to provide special holiday care 
packages to homebound seniors, accord-
ing to Jacob Shafer, who works for the 

From previous page More than 30 Pirate Parent Club volun-
teers joined Meals on Wheels’ executive 
director, Christine Winge, who also gradu-
ated from RLS, to assemble 350 packages 
containing necessities like toilet paper, 
soap, hand sanitizer and facial tissue, and 
fun items like crossword puzzle books, 
pens and holiday decorations.

Families of boarding students from 
throughout the United States and abroad 
contributed items as part of the club’s fall 
community service program, according to 
Shafer. “This community partnership is 
dedicated to helping the most vulnerable 
older adults feel loved and appreciated,” 
he said. “For many, this will be the only 
present they receive this holiday season.”

Winge plans to pursue an ongoing part-
nership with RLS “that could focus on 
food justice and understanding the sys-
temic causes of senior hunger, including 

raising awareness about our pro-
grams, writing letters to seniors, 
and strengthening leadership skills 
together.”

 Breakfast with Santa!
Mission Trail Lions of Car-

mel will present the 13th Annual 
Breakfast with Santa Saturday, 
Dec. 18, at the Carmel Youth Cen-
ter on Fourth between Torres and 
Junipero, next to Carmel P.D.

Breakfast will run from 8:30 to 
11 a.m. and will include pancakes, 
sausage, fresh fruit, juice, hot 
chocolate, coffee and tea.

The cost is $6 for kids 12 and 
under and $10 for adults, and tick-
ets will be available at the door, 
cash only. In addition, a drawing 
will be held for two bikes, and tick-
ets are $5 apiece.

Carmel P.D. will sponsor Oper-
ation Kid ID, Girl Scouts will be 

See CHRISTMAS next page

Students at Robert Louis Stevenson teamed up with Meals 
on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula to put together holi-
day care packages for homebound residents.

Slow Roasted Prime Rib with Natural Au Jus
Fingerling Potatoes, Melted Creamed Leeks and Grilled Asparagus

$36 ++ per person
Reservations suggested: (831) 624-1841 x3

Special Christmas Hours: 4pm - 9pm
Christmas Eve Hours: 4pm - 10pm  

3665 Rio Road • Carmel 
shearwatertavern.com

Join Us for Christmas Dinner
Full Shearwater Tavern menu plus holiday spirits & specials

OPEN DAILY
10:30AM - 9PM
FishHopper.com
831 372-8543
700 Cannery Row

COCONUT
PRAWNS  19.95
BUTTERNUT SQUASH 
RAVIOLI  19.95
GRILLED SHRIMP 
SALAD  19.95
PARMESAN CRUSTED 
CHICKEN  21.95
PRAWNS SCAMPI 
MONTEREY  22.95

BROILED SALMON  22.95
GRILLED
SANDDABS  22.95
LINGUINI AND 
CLAMS  22.95
ASIAN STYLE 
BABY BACK RIBS  23.95
MONTEREY BAY 
CIOPPINO  24.95

locals menu
3 Course Meals Featuring Award Winning Clam Chowder, 

Salad or Caesar Salad and Chef’s Dessert
This special menu is limited to “939” zip code residents and Military I.D., 

for up to 8 people only on Monday through Thursday.

Not available on holidays. Parties of 8 or more - refer to our regular menus. 
Please present Monterey County or Military ID.
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soliciting jacket donations for the One Warm Coat project, 
and nonperishable food items will be collected for the Vet-
erans Transition Center.

 Christmas options
As usual, the Monterey Peninsula boasts plenty of 

ways to dine out on Christmas Eve and/or Christmas for 
anyone who wants to escape the kitchen or who might be 
visiting the Peninsula.

Quail Lodge is doing more than just offering dinner — 
though that can be had at the Carmel Valley resort too, of 
course. This year, a Holiday Suite Deal “offers guests a 
suite decked out in holiday cheer, full-size Christmas tree 

-
rier Champagne, sweet treats, Nespresso holiday coffee, 
luxury bath products and other goodies. The promotion is 
available when reserving a room.

Christmas dinner will be offered at the Covey Grill in 
the lodge for dine in and takeout. 

In the restaurant from 4 to 9 p.m., a three-course prix 

will be choices of chanterelle chowder, sausage-stuffed 
mushrooms on endive and spinach salad, or grilled Hog 
Island oysters with bearnaise. Entrée options will be herb-
crusted prime rib with potatoes au gratin and roasted 
Brussels sprouts, veal shank with polenta, or housemade 

CHRISTMAS
From previous page

cheese and chili tamales. Dessert will be apple 
pie with maple ice cream or persimmon crème 
brulée with clove and cinnamon shortbread.

Dinner to go can be picked up anytime on 
Christmas between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m., as long 
as it’s ordered by 3 p.m. Dec. 22. A whole ham 

sides of potatoes au gratin, rosemary and brown 
sugar yams, green beans, Parker House rolls 
and butter, bourbon glaze and fall harvest mixed 
green salad. The chef sends recipes for leftovers 

each.

tax, and include apple or pecan pie, or brioche 
and raisin bread pudding with hard sauce. Addi-
tional sides are available, too.

Go to quaillodge.com for all the details.

Ugly sweaters
Jacks Monterey in the Portola Hotel at the foot of 

Alvarado Street in Monterey will serve dinner Christmas 
-

Christmas from noon to 8 p.m., guests will enjoy a three-

porcini or Mama’s eggplant parmesan, all served with 

potatoes. Dessert will be Chef Marco’s Christmas Yule 

Next door at Peter B’s Brewpub, Christmas will be cel-
ebrated from noon to 8 p.m. with comfort food and ugly 
sweaters. Show up in your favorite or buy a sweatshirt 
at the brewery, and tuck into a traditional holiday dinner 
plate of turkey and gravy, mashed potatoes, green bean 

See FOOD next page

Quail Lodge is offering extra holiday cheer this year with dinners available 
Christmas Eve and Christmas day, and a special suite package.

’TIS THE SEASON FOR

G I V I N G
with a full heart we are 

t h a n k f u l
and we wish you a joyous

HOLIDAY SEASON

“One of the most dramatic vineyards in the state.” - Wine Enthusiast

Tasting Cottage
19 E. Carmel Valley Rd 

Open Thursday-Sunday at 12-6p
By appointment Monday-Wednesday

Outdoor Seating
Dolores St., Carmel-by-the-Sea

Open Sunday-Thursday 12-7p
& Fri-Sat 12-8pm

ALBATROSSRIDGE.COM

complimentary toast & appetizers, complimentary toast & appetizers, 
party favors to ring in the new year!party favors to ring in the new year!
tickets available at www.coffeebankcafe.comtickets available at www.coffeebankcafe.com

Monday-Saturday 6am-4pm, Sunday 8am-1pmMonday-Saturday 6am-4pm, Sunday 8am-1pm
26135 Carmel Rancho Blvd. Suite B-3, Carmel26135 Carmel Rancho Blvd. Suite B-3, Carmel

To advertise in our Food & Wine section

Call Meena Lewellen 831-274-8665
meena@carmelpinecone.com
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be available, too.
Find more information at portolahotel.

com.

Basics from Porter’s
Porter’s Grill & Pub at Poppy Hills Golf 

Course in Pebble Beach is offering Christ-
mas Eve dinners to go for four, with main 
courses of ham or prime rib accompanied 
by “everything you need” for an ideal hol-
iday dinner — namely, broccoli and cauli-

-
toes, sautéed vegetables and Dutch apple 
pie. The ham dinner costs $140, and the 
prime rib dinner is $260.

Reservations must be made by Dec. 
21, with pickup available Dec. 24 between 
11:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. To order, call 
(831) 622-8214.

And Estéban Restaurant in Monterey 
is offering Christmas dinner for dine-in 
between 4 and 8 p.m. and for takeout 
between 3 and 6 p.m., as long as orders 
are placed by Dec. 21 at 5 p.m. The three-
course dinner costs $75 per person plus tax 
and includes Dungeness crab chowder or a 
baby wedge salad, slow-roasted prime rib 
with roasted garlic whipped potatoes, win-
ter harvest vegetables, jus and horseradish 
cream, and pecan pie or pumpkin roulade. 
Estéban is located at 700 Munras Ave. in 
the Casa Munras Garden Hotel. Call (831) 
375-0176 to reserve or (831) 324-6773 to 
place a to-go order.

Fancy
Aubergine Restaurant, the only restau-

rant in town to possess a Michelin star, also 
prepares Christmas Eve dinner to go, from 

FOOD
From previous page

for $120, to whole roasted goose for four 
for $320, and sides like caviar or presen-

Dungeness crab, whole lobster, 10 poached 
shrimp, eight oysters and an ounce of Sibe-
rian caviar for $250). Desserts (kugelhopf, 
eggnog bread pudding with toffee sauce, 
and chocolate and caramel Bûche de Noël) 
serve about a half-dozen people and cost 
$50 apiece.

Order by Dec. 20 to pick up between 2 
and 4 p.m. Dec. 24. Order online at https://
hristm.formstack.com/forms/aubergine_
christmas_dinner_to_go. The restaurant 
is located in the hotel at Monte Verde and 
Seventh.

Join the community
The Kiwanis Club of Monterey, Food 

Bank for Monterey County and City of 
Monterey want to ensure everyone who 
wants one gets a Christmas dinner. Simi-
lar to the effort they undertook at Thanks-
giving, they’ll host a drive-through and 
walk-up Community Holiday Dinner dis-
tribution Thursday, Dec. 23, in the Dennis 
the Menace parking lot at 777 Pearl St.

Each meal kit will include “all of the 

meal” for a family of four or for six to eight 
people. They’re prepackaged and the same 
for everyone.

Because the exchange is contact-less, 
reservations must be made at signupge-
nius.com/go/montereyholidaymealkits-
dec23 and are available every half-hour 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Face masks 
will be required for everyone when pick-
ing up. 

Requests for delivery for homebound 
residents should be sent to montereyrec-
reation@monterey.org or made by calling 
(831) 646-3866.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally

Gift Cards 
Also Available! 

INFO@BASILCARMEL.COM OR ORDER ONLINE
WWW.BASILCARMEL.COM 

Open at 11am | Closed Monday’s

831.626.8226 
San Carlos Between Ocean & 7th, 

Carmel-By-The-Sea

Plan your Christmas 
Eve Dinner and 
New Years Eve 

Celebration with Basil!

PLUS

SAVE ON LEATHER, SAVE ON SOLID WOOD BEDROOM AND DINING 
ROOM SETS, SAVE ON FAMOUS NAME BRANDS LIKE FLEXSTEEL, 
DANIELS AMISH, KINCAID, JONATHAN LOUIS AND MANY MORE.

LEGACYLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYLEGACYYYYYYYYYYYYYYLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

FINE HOME FURNISHINGS

UP TO

1228 SOUTH MAIN STREET; SALINAS, CALIFORNIA…THE GATEWAY TO SALINAS  —HIGHWAY 68 
• MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-5, SUNDAY 11-5 • 422-1500

* Photographs for illustration only.
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St. John’s Chapel Del Monte

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 • stjohnschapel.com

A Traditional Episcopal Parish Using the 1928 Book of Common Prayer
SERVICE AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Established 1891

ISAIAH

Church
in the

Forest

at Stevenson School
3152 Forest Lake Road

Pebble Beach

Sundays at 9:45 am

a multi-denominational church

The Rev. Ken Feske

This Sunday:
“Bethlehem’s Best”

www.churchintheforest.org

Church
of the

Wayfarer

Pastor Karla Lundin

(United Methodist)

Lincoln Street and 7th Avenue • Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com/worship • 831-624-3550

Join Us For Worship Sundays at 10 a.m.
Night of Hope Worship Service

December 21 - 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

December 24 - 7 p.m.

  

Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula
Independent & United Church of Christ

Pastor Paul Wrightman | Music by Emmy Award-winning Jon Close

WORSHIP 11 A.M. SUNDAYS

4590 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel CA 93923
(831) 624-8595                              ccmp.org
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Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH

to advertise in
the Carmel Pine Cone worship section

email anne@carmelpinecone.com
or call (831) 274-8654
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Journey to the heart of Carmel ...Journey to the heart of Carmel ...
where it all beganwhere it all began

www.carmelmission.orgwww.carmelmission.org

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
 5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASSES SUNDAY MASSES
 9 a.m.  9 a.m. andand 11 a.m.  11 a.m. 

Sunday services begin 10 a.m. in the church, 
Lincoln bet 5th and 6th, Carmel-by-the-Sea, as 
well as by phone. Also 7 p.m. Wednesdays by 

phone only. The Reading Room is now open 11-2 
Tuesday & Thursday. Please wear a mask.

Phone 1-346-248-7799
when prompted, add meeting ID

254 548 7154#. Passcode is 1866

Everything in God’s universe
expresses Him

— Science and Health with Key
to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy

Stand still and consider
the works of God.

— The Bible, Job

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST,
SCIENTIST, CARMEL

ChristianScienceCarmel.org

Everything in God’s
expresses Hi

— Science and Health w
to the Scriptures, by Mary

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSStannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnd still and co
the works of G

— The Bible, Jo

FIRST CHURCH OF

music director, and call attention to the talents of a solo 
instrumentalist.

The schedule is as follows: Feb. 19-20 (conductor 
Donato Cabrera, cellist Julian Schwarz), March 19-20 
(conductor Peter Bay, violinist Simone Porter), April 
16-17 (conductor Jung Ho-Pak, pianist Rachel Barton 
Pine) and May 14-15 (conductor Jayce Ogren, pianist 

MUSIC
From page 35A

Philippe Bianconi).
Like just about every other arts group, the symphony 

has faced extraordinary challenges keeping live music 
alive during Covid, so this gift-giving season is partic-

pouring considerable resources into its search for a new 
music director, so if you would like to help, visit monte-
reysymphony.org.

“We really want folks to see the four candidates,” 
Reilly added. “We want to know what people think.”

 Busking for a good cause
A 9-year-old who attends Tularcitos School in Carmel 

Valley, Hayden Corbett -
ber at Fisherman’s Wharf in Monterey singing songs and 
playing his ukulele to raise money so three brothers who 
live in Castroville can get new bicycles for Christmas. He 
was accompanied by his bassett hound, Bohdi. “Thanks to 

the kind people who listened to him play and put money 
in the hat, he made enough for all three bikes,” his grand-
mother, Colleen, told The Pine Cone.

Hayden went back the next Saturday and raised enough 
money to buy bikes for two more kids whose families 
couldn’t afford them. 

Bernardus Lodge & Spa in Carmel Valley — pianist 
Joe Indence (jazz, Friday at 6 p.m.)  , multi-instrumental-
ist Gary Regina (jazz, Saturday at noon), pianist Michael 
Culver (jazz, Saturday at 6 p.m.), guitarist Richard 
Devinck (classical, Sunday at noon) and guitarist Rob-
ert McNamara 
p.m.). In the Lucia Restaurant & Bar at 415 W. Carmel 

Big Sur River Inn — singer and guitarist Rick Chelew
(folk, Saturday at 1 p.m.). On Highway 1 24 miles south of 

Big Sur Vineyards tasting room in Carmel Valley — 
The Chuck Brewer Band (rock and blues, Sunday at 2 

Cypress Inn — singer and pianist Dino Vera (jazz, 
blues and r&b, Friday at 7 p.m.), pianist Gennady Lok-
tionov and singer Debbie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 7 
p.m.), The Andrea Carter Trio (jazz and blues, Sunday 
at 11 a.m.), guitarist Richard Devinck (classical, Sunday 
at 6 p.m.) and singer Lee Durley and pianist Joe Indence

Cibo restaurant in Monterey — The Dave Holodiloff 
Duo (jazz and bluegrass, Sunday at 7 p.m.), singers Lee 
Durley and Scotty Wright (jazz and r&b, Tuesday at 7 
p.m.) and The Ben Herod Trio (jazz and swing, Wednes-

Del Monte Center in Monterey — The Cypressaires
present a free concert (barbershop-style Christmas music, 

Fernwood Resort in Big Sur — Fuzz (rock, Friday at 

667-2422.
Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley — singer and pia-

nist Rory Lynch (country, jazz and pop, Friday at 2 p.m.), 
singer and guitarist John Vicino (Saturday at 2 p.m.), 

See LIVE next page
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A�er Hours Private Party with Dessert Bar
Every night from 9:30pm - midnight.
The entire main bar & patio area for parties of

30-90 guests, just $795. + tax & service.
Host or No-Host Bar

View menus at surcarmel.com
831-250-7188

Food, Cocktails, Wine menus at surcarmel.com
3601 THE BARNYARD, CARMEL 93923

Looking for a 
late night 

gathering spot?
Looking for a 

late night 
gathering spot?

Baum & Blume and The Carriage House
4 El Caminito Rd, Carmel Valley  (831) 659-0400

Twilight Shopping Mon-Sat  11:30-7pm! 

Yes, Virginia, There Yes, Virginia, There ISIS    
Still Time to Finish Your Still Time to Finish Your 
Christmas List!Christmas List!

We’ve Got Lithuanian Candles & Trendy Books!
Gnomes, Trees & Deer for the Tiniest Nooks!

Bath Salts for Soaking, Lovely Art for the Walls!
Ornaments & Santas for Decking Your Halls!

Scented Wax Firestarters for S’mores Roasting!
Wine Glass Pirouette Sets for Holiday Toasting!
Larissa Loden Pendants for Sisters, For Friends,
& Cozy Owl Slippers ~ They’re SO All the Trend!
Granite “Cool Coasters” & Phone Holders, Too!
& A Cozy Southwest Cardigan, perfect for YOU!

singer and guitarist Joe Kaplow (Sunday at 11:30 a.m.) 
and singer and guitarist Daniel Cortes (Monday at 2 
p.m.). 8940 Carmel Valley Road, (831) 293-7500.

Gusto Pasta and Pizza in Seaside — singer Janice 
Perl, pianist Gary Meek and drummer Andy Weis (Christ-
mas music, Monday at 5:30 p.m.) and singer and guitarist 
Peter Martin and singer Miranda Perl (jazz, Tuesday at 
5:30 p.m.). 1901 Fremont Blvd., (831) 899-5825.

Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer and pianist Dino 
Vera (jazz, blues and r&b, Saturday and Thursday at 7 
p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive, (831) 620-1234.

The Inn at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach — pianist
Gary Meek, bassist Steve Uccello and drummer Andy 
Weis (jazz, Friday at 7 p.m.) and pianist Bill Spencer, 
bassist Steve Uccello and drummer Andy Weis (jazz, Fri-
day at 7 p.m.). 2700 17 Mile Drive, (831) 647-7500.

Intercontinental Hotel in Monterey — guitarist John 
Sherry (rock, folk and blues, Friday and Saturday at 6 
p.m.) and singer and multi-instrumentalist Casey Wick-
strom (blues and rock, Sunday at 6 p.m.). In the C Restau-
rant, 750 Cannery Row, (831) 375-4500.

Juice and Java
(Friday at 6 p.m.). 599 Lighthouse Ave., (831) 373-8652.

La Playa Hotel — The David Morwood Band (jazz, 
Sunday at 4 p.m.). Camino Real, (800) 582-8900.

The Lodge at Pebble Beach — singer and guitarist 
Ace de la Vergne (Friday at 6 p.m.), singer  and guitarist 
Kip Allert (Saturday at 6 p.m.) and guitarist John Sherry
(rock, folk and blues,  Sunday at 6 p.m.). In the Terrace 
Lounge at 1700 17 Mile Drive, (831) 624-3811.

Lucy’s On Lighthouse Boscoe’s 
Brood (Christmas music, Sunday at 2 p.m.). 1120 Light-
house Ave., (831) 920-2006.

Massa Tasting Room in Carmel Valley — singer and 
guitarist Rick Chelew (folk, Sunday at 2:30 p.m.). 69 W. 
Carmel Valley Road, (831) 659-6221.

Midici Pizza in Monterey — saxophonist Gary Meek 

LIVE
From previous page

and guitarist Bruce Forman (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.) and 
Marotta Family Jam! (jazz, Thursday at 5 p.m.). 467 
Alvarado St., (831) 264-7013.

Mission Ranch — singer and pianist Maddaline 
Edstrom (jazz and pop, Friday through Sunday at 5 p.m.) 
and pianist Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Monday through 
Thursday at 5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St., (831) 625-9040.

Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa — multi-instrumentalist 
Gary Meek (jazz, Friday at 6 p.m.), pianist Steve Mann 
(Saturday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Steven Shook
(Sunday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Fred McCa-
rty (Monday at 6 p.m.) and multi-instrumentalist Gary 
Regina (jazz, Tuesday at 6 p.m.). 400 Cannery Row, (831) 
646-1700.

Puma Road at Portola Plaza in Monterey — singer 
and guitarist Linda Arceo (Friday at 5 p.m.) and singer 
and pianist Sej Miles (Saturday at 5 p.m.). 281 Alvarado 
St., (831) 747-1911.

Rio Grill — singer and guitarist Zack Freitas (Friday 
at 5 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kevin Pfeffer (Saturday at 
noon) and singer and multi-instrumentalist Casey Wick-
strom (blues and rock, Sunday at noon). Crossroads shop-
ping center, (831) 625-5436.

Sly McFly’s in Monterey — The Money Band (rock, 
Friday at 9 p.m.), The Bridget Marie Band (rock, r&b 
and funk, Saturday at 9 p.m.), The Stingrays (rock, Sun-
day at 8:30 p.m.), Long Distance Flyers (rock, Monday 
at 8:30 p.m.), 5 Star (rock and soul, Wednesday at 8:30 
p.m.) and Johnny Tsunami & The Shoulder Hoppers
(rock, Thursday at 8:30 p.m.). 700 Cannery Row, (831) 
649-8050.

The Salty Seal Pub in Monterey — The Rogue Roost-

ers (rock and blues, Friday at 8 p.m.) and The Chuck 
Brewer Band (rock and blues, Saturday at 8 p.m.). 653 
Cannery Row, (831) 920-2327. 

Tarpy’s in Monterey — singer and multi-instrumental-
ist Casey Wickstrom (blues and rock, Friday at 5 p.m.), 
singer and guitarist Johan Sotelo (Saturday at noon) and 
singer and guitarist Scott Slaughter (Sunday at noon). 
2999 Highway 68, (831) 647-1444.

Trailside Cafe in Carmel Valley — Sweet Dreams 
Duo (rock and r&b, Friday at 6 p.m.) and singer and gui-
tarist Peter Martin (Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del Fino Place, 
(831) 298-7453.

Assisted by his dog, Bohdi, Hayden Corbett plays the ukulele and 
serenades the crowd near Old Fisherman’s Wharf in Monterey.

SALMON WELLINGTON $42
Basil-seafood mousse in a pastry crust, topped with orange-butter sauce

BUTTERNUT SQUASH RAVIOLI $33
Housemade ravioli stuffed with butternut squash & mozzarella cheese, topped with tomato-butter sauce

DUCK OUR WAY $42
Confit leg of duck & duck mousse ravioli with orange sauce and mashed potatoes

BRAISED SHORT RIBS $42
Boneless short ribs and red wine sauce with mashed potatoes

OSSO BUCO $45
Braised veal shank served with mashed potatoes

RACK OF LAMB $55 
Encrusted with dijon mustard/red wine sauce, served with mashed potatoes

An 18% gratuity may be added for parties of 6 or more  •   Not responsible for lost or stolen articles  •  Sorry we do not accept checks

CHRISTMAS DINNER
Two-Course Dinner $33 to $55

HOUSEMADE CREAM OF WILD MUSHROOM SOUP

BABY SPINACH SALAD
Pomegranate dressing with walnuts, beets and blue cheese

CRISPY SHRIMP SPRING ROLL
with sweet-hot dipping sauce

CAESAR SALAD

Topped with Caesar Dressing and Parmesan Cheese

Go to www.maxgrill.com to make reservations online or call 831.375.7997

CHRISTMAS EVE  4 TO 8PM    
CHRISTMAS DAY  4 TO 8PM

ENTREES

NO SPLIT DINNERS PLEASE

STARTERS

Take-out order before 12/22
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 AUDIO/VIDEO

 ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 FLOOR CLEANING

          Deadline: Monday, 1 p.m. • NOTICE: SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLY BY EMAIL • Email your ad to: service@carmelpinecone.com 

Service Directory continues on next page

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y
          Deadline: 

 FENCES AND DECKS

 CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

BUILDER BY THE SEA
Custom Homes – Estates

Remodels – Additions

Building Custom Estates to Kitchen & Bath 
Remodels, Carpentry, Concrete, Stone, Tile, Doors

Windows, Decks, Plastering, Hardwood Floors, etc.!
We also provide construction management. 

No Job to Small
Carmel, CA

Call 831-238-8289 CA Lic# B803407

No Job Too Small - CONTRACTOR ON SITENo Job Too Small - CONTRACTOR ON SITE

Lewellen Built
GENERAL CONTRACTOR • CUSTOM CABINETS

Paul Lewellen  831.917.4698
LewellenBuilt@yahoo.com • CA Lic#1010385

ACI ASTURI
CONSTRUCTION INC.

DESIGN & BUILD, REMODEL
REBUILD

GENERAL CONTRACTOR KITCHEN & BATH
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

831.917.6579
www.asturiconstruction.com

CA License 509181

Carmel Valley Electric Inc.
Serving the Peninsula since 1960

Residential / Commercial,
Service Repairs

Remodels, Custom Homes
LED Lighting, Yard Lighting & Solar

CA Certified Electricians • Lic. # 464846

(831) 659-2105
Credit Cards Accepted

S

ON-LINE FENCE
All Types & Styles
New & Repairs
Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (831) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762

FENCE
ing, Sealing

915-3557

DIRTY DIRTY 
FLOORS?FLOORS?

Professional Cleaning at Affordable Prices

Stone • Tile & Grout • Vinyl
Call Steve today for a free estimate!

(831) 899-5613

 CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL  FIREWOOD

GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

FREE ESTIMATE
California State License # 385545

www.caribouconstruction.com

EXPRESSLY CARMEL DESIGN - BUILD - REMODEL

Custom Homes
Remodeling
Additions
Interior Design

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Cabinetry
Granite/Marble

Hardwood Floors
Doors
Windows
Plastering 

Fireplaces
Porches/Decks
Fences/Gates
Patios/Trellises

Professional - Trustworthy - Punctual - Clean - Affordable

Caribou Construction Co.
Lifestyle- It’s time for a change!

Serving Carmel & the Entire Central Coast Since 1979
Unparalleled Customer Service - Uncommon Professional Results

624-1311
A+ Rating

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU
www.BBB.org/SanJose/

 CABINETRY

Quality, well split
dry oak, delivered

831-601-9728

OAK FIREWOOD

Split and Delivered.
Free delivery.

(831) 385-5371

FIREWOOD
DRY OAK

Brick, Stone
Concrete

Rock-Block
Plumbing
Sheet rock
Insulation
Roofing

Firewood
Gardening

Plant
Pruning

Lawn Maintenance
Sprinklers

Clean-up & Hauling

Fences, Decks
Pavers, Repair, Tile

Painting
Plastering

Stucco

No Lic.

MASONRY • LANDSCAPING • CARPENTRY

Ramiro Hernandez     cell (831) 601-7676

���������	���	
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Lic# 826414
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Lighting Control, Network Solutions,
Home Theater, Whole House Music,

Home Automation, Landscape Audio,
Security Cameras, Service and Support

���������	
�������������	
�	���������������	
�������������	

Retaining Walls • Foundations • Fireplaces
Stone Veneer • Driveways • Patios • Pavers

h2omahoney@aol.com
www.MahoneyMasonryInc.com

www.facebook.com/MahoneyMasonryInc

Mahoney
Masonry Inc.

831.659.0363
License 493213

337B Olympia ave. Sand City 

Text or call: 831.917.8016

Web: creativecandm.com
E-mail: creativecandm@yahoo.com

Fences — Decks — Sheds — Gazebos 
Pergolas — Concrete Pumping — Retaining Walls

Residential & Commercial
Experts at what we do.

831-747-7766
sales@craigsfenceanddeck.com

Lic. # 1065647

SHARP ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION INC.
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ckitter@sharp-inc.com

Lic. # 928327

When it’s done right, it’s SHARP.

 CARPET/UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

CARMEL POINT
LANDSCAPES

Contractor License #1068673 FREE CONSULTATION

www.carmelpointlandscapes.com

DESIGN | INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE

Specializing in Coastal, 
Drought Tolerant
& Native Gardens 

Call (831) 574-9837

Lic. No. 900251 831.256.8730

25 years experience
Family owned
and operated

 FIREWOOD

MATIAS
DRY OAK WOOD FOR SALE

Cord. Will sell smaller amounts
831-800-6520
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www.drygreen.biz 
831-210-9471

DRYGREEN
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

�������	
��	��
����	���������	��	��	������
Non-Allergenic • Low Moisture Cleaning

Specializing in:
Pet Odor/Stains, Red Wine Spills, Coffee, and Soda

Safe for Kids and Pets
Insured • Residential • Commercial

New customer special:
20% off any cleaning!

MATIAS GARDENING
Full Tree Service • Poison Oak Removal

Garden Maintenance & Planting • Tree Pruning
Fence Construction/Repair • Hauling

20 Yrs. Experience • Excellent references
(831) 800-6520

OAK FIREWOOD FOR SALE • REASONABLE PRICES
No Lic.

Michael
Call for Free Estimate
(831) 521-2518

FALL SEASON DISCOUNT 10% OFF!

Yard Clean Up • Tree Trimming
Fence Repair • Garden Maintenance • Hauling

Weed Wacker • Weekly or Monthly
No Lic.

GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

ADAN’S
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE

Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems

New Sod or Seed
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling

Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
Pavers & Stamped Concrete 

General Yard Clean-up, and etc.
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~ 

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given
Lic. # 949011   Tel: (831) 601-9225

• All manner of landscape maintenance at amazing prices
• From highly artistic to simple and neat

YARD WORK

No Lic.831-297-2511
YOU’LL BE HAPPY YOU CALLED FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Orders taken over the phone
Call by 11am for same day delivery 

Delivering to the Peninsula

MARKET & DELI

831-624-3821

GROCERY DELIVERY MONDAY - FRIDAY 

CARMEL

 GROCERY DELIVERY

Lic. No. 998622

Town and Country Construction

������������

‘WHEN QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP COUNTS’

New Build |Remodeling
Kitchen and Bathroom 

Home Addition
Masonry Stone | Patio
Pavers and Driveways

Retaining Walls
Storm Drainage

 HANDYMAN
HONEY DO LIST?
Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs, 
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Sid-
ing, Shelving, Cabinets, Carpentry, Roof De-
bris, Plumbing/Electrical Repairs, Drywall/Paint 
Repairs, Gutter/Roof Cleaning. JOHN QUINN 
(831) 402-1638  Lic. #821763 / Bonded
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Support hometown businesses — shop locally!

 ROOFING INTERIOR DESIGN

 PAINTING

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP REMOVAL

Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured

Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

QUALITY & LOW COST QUALITY & LOW COST 
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Trimming, Topping, Trimming, Topping, 
Removal, Oak and Pine Removal, Oak and Pine 

firewood & more.firewood & more.
Free estimates. Free estimates. 

Bonded & ensured. Bonded & ensured. 

831.402.2746831.402.2746

We beat any bid.
First time 10% OFF

Lic. #1031715Lic. #1031715

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

 TREE SERVICE

Continues from previous page

Roofing & Solar Perfected

(831) 375-8158
Lic. #728609

R fi & S l P f t d

67 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

Roof and ground mount systems

(831) 394-8581
ROSSROOFING1950.COM

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage 
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new 
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize 
in high-value household goods. Excellent ref-
erences available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132. 
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) 
901-5867. TF

 MOVING

Quality Interiors and ExteriorsQuality Interiors and Exteriors
Over 35 years local Over 35 years local •• BBB and EPA Cert. BBB and EPA Cert.

Residential Specialist and Historical SpecialistResidential Specialist and Historical Specialist
All Phases All Phases •• Faux  Faux •• Fine Cabinet Finishes Fine Cabinet Finishes

831.277.8952

WILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORINGWILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORING

Credit Cards accepted — Lic.#436767Credit Cards accepted — Lic.#436767

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHES

P.O. Box 4691
Carmel, CA 93921

C-(831) 238-1095
(831) 622-7339 

POWER WASHING
License # 710688

JOSEPH YOSCO
Painting
Since 1988

 ROOFING

831-241-1603

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - CABINETS
EPOXY FLOORS

 JUNK REMOVAL

NOTICE TO READERS: California law requires that contractors taking jobs that total $500 or more (labor or materials) 
be licensed by the Contractors State License Board. State law also requires that contractors include their license number on all 
advertising. You can check the status of your licensed contractor at www2.cslb.ca.gov or 1-800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed contractors 
taking jobs that total less than $500 must state in their advertisements that they are not licensed by the Contractors State License 
Board. The PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION requires household movers to include their PUC license number in their ads. Contact 
the PUC at licensing@cpc.ca.gov

Free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com

TILE ROOF 
SLATE ROOF 
COMPOSITION 
TORCH DOWN
WATER PROOFING
GUTTERS
ROOF COATING
METAL ROOFS
LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE DECKS
CUSTOM METAL FABRICATIONS

FREE ESTIMATES!
Call (831) 998-7775

Prestigeroofingandsheetmetal.com
Miguelprestigeroofing19@gmail.com

LICENSE #1045785 

FREE REPAIRS (ASK FOR DETAILS) 

��������	�
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20 Years of Experience

CHARLES 
GRUWELL 

DESIGN 
STUDIO

CHARLES GRUWELL
Design Consultant

702-524-6222

charles@cgdstudio.net
www.charlesgruwelldesign.com

 INSURANCE

Give your home the
protection it deserves.

Barney J. Belleci, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0203512
26555 Carmel Rancho Blvd., 
Ste 1
Carmel, CA 93923
Bus: 831-624-6466

1708136

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Your home is where you make
some of the best memories, and
that’s worth protecting. I’m here to
help. LET’S TALK TODAY

GRACIELA’S CLEANING SERVICES

831-241-4692
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 HOUSE CLEANING

Marcos’ House Cleaning Service
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs

Windows • Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning • Vacation Homes
Offices • Floor Cleaning • Strip & Wax

(831) 264-3697
Free Estimates • Guaranteed Jobs • Lic. 342947

Lily’s House Cleaning
Excellent References Available.    

20 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning

(831) 917-3937
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No Lic.

 HANDYMAN

Through Dec. 18 — Help 
celebrate Peninsula 
Potters Holiday Sale. 
Open noon to 4 p.m. 
Mondays through Saturdays. 
Everything is 20 percent off! 

Grove, in the Russell Service 
Center. Questions? Call 
(831) 372-8867

Dec. 19 — 7PM - Free concert, 7 p.m. at Church of the 
Oaks, 

Irene Jossan, piano and the Church of Oaks Choir. Join us 
for an evening of lovely and inspiring Christmas music. 841 
Rosita Road, Del Rey Oaks. 

Through Dec. 24 — Baum & Blume’s Holiday Boutique is 
open! The most inspired gifts and holiday décor displayed 
in a “woodsy” atmosphere! Handmade artisanal items, tree 
ornaments, clothing, accessories, children’s books, gourmet 
items & more! Shop 11:30 a.m.-7 p.m. Mon.-Sat. (831) 659-
0400. Baum & Blume and The Carriage House, 4 El Caminito 
Road, Carmel Valley. 

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com
$0.50 per word ($25 min. charge) • Add a photo for your event for only $25 •

CALENDAR

Dine with us and enjoy your favorite 
comfort food and dessert this holiday season!

434 Alvarado St., Monterey 
831.375.1400 • rosinesmonterey.com

Open daily at 8am ~ Happy Hour Mon-Fri 3-5pm

Students from the Dance Center put on a holiday-themed show 
Friday and Saturday at Old Fisherman’s Wharf in Monterey.

than 600 students as young as 16 months old who receive 
instruction in a wide array of traditional and contemporary 
dance forms, as well as the theater arts.

On Sunday at 1 p.m., singer and guitarist Katherine 
Lavin takes the stage. Backed by a band of her family 
members, the 13-year-old serves up a mix of pop and rock 
originals and covers, including favorites by the Beatles 
and Beach Boys. Following Lavin Sunday will be the Pen-
insula Harmony Company, which performs at 5 p.m.

While the events are free, people are encouraged to 
bring an unwrapped new toy to donate to a less fortunate 
family — there’s a Salvation Army toy barrel located in 
front of Abalonetti’s Bar and Grill.

Wharf celebration wraps up with dancers, live music
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

BRINGING A blast of the Christmas spirit to one of 
Monterey’s most colorful sites, Old Fisherman’s Wharf 
hosts a busy weekend slate of holiday-inspired events this 
weekend, wrapping up two weeks of “Christmas on the 
Wharf” festivities.

Students from the Dance Center present musical the-
ater Friday at 5 p.m. and Saturday at 2:30 p.m. Ranging 

holiday-themed show that brings together singing, danc-
ing and acting. 

“We really enjoy spreading the holiday cheer,” 
co-owner and artistic director Laura Jeselnick told The 
Pine Cone.

The Carmel-based school has three locations and more 
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Appointments required:
montagehealth.org/vaccine

Holiday COVID-19
vaccine clinic

Tuesday, December 21, 11 a.m.–6 p.m.
Embassy Suites Ballroom, 1441 Canyon del Rey, Seaside

H o l i d a y  f u n    |    H o l i d a y  m u s i c    |    S a n t a

Free for community members 
ages 5 years and older

We invite you to give yourself or someone you love the gift of health for the new year. 
Montage Health invites you to get your first, second, additional, or booster COVID-19 vaccine
in a convenient, safe, and festive environment.

Vaccines available:
Pfizer

Ages 5-11 (first and second doses)

Ages 12+ (first and second doses; additional doses for immunocompromised)

Ages 16+ (first, second, and booster doses; additional doses for immunocompromised)

Moderna
Ages 18+ (first, second, and booster doses; additional doses for immunocompromised)

For those getting your first dose, a second-dose clinic will be offered on Monday, January 17.

Attendees should bring photo ID, insurance information, and their vaccine card (if they’ve received COVID-19 vaccines in the past)
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