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You picked them! Now, read all about the winners ... inside!

The Chase Bank branch on Carmel Rancho was cordoned off and 
closed Monday after three armed robbers stole an undisclosed 
amount of cash, injuring two people and firing one of the guns, but 
not hitting anyone. Monterey County Sheriff’s deputies were on 
scene first and are investigating alongside the FBI.
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who heard about it through radio traffic, rushing to the 
scene.

The criminals were already gone, having fled in a red 
Toyota 4Runner that was found abandoned but still run-
ning on Rio Road, according to a dispatcher. 

Carmel police officer Joe Martis “responded and ren-
dered first aid to the teller who was pistol whipped and 
to the manager, who I believe had a shoulder injury,” 
Sgt. Jeff Watkins said. Radio traffic at the time indicated 

Gunmen remain at large in brazen bank robbery
By MARY SCHLEY

THREE PEOPLE robbed the Chase Bank branch on 
Carmel Rancho Boulevard at gunpoint Monday morning, 
injuring two employees in the process and firing one round 
from an undisclosed type of weapon, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigations said. No one was shot, but the robbers 
— who wore masks and were dressed in all black — es-
caped with an unknown amount of cash.

The attack occurred around 9:15 a.m. Oct. 25, with 
Monterey County Sheriff’s deputies and Carmel police, See ROBBERY page 16A

Teacher uses N 
word in class, told 
not to repeat it 
n Was reading from MLK’s 
‘Letter from Birmingham Jail’

By KELLY NIX

A PACIFIC Grove High School teacher who uttered a 
forbidden word more than a year ago while quoting a letter 
written by Martin Luther King Jr. almost 50 years ago has 
agreed not to use the word again after a video of the lesson 
surfaced on social media.

On Oct. 22, the Pacific Grove Unified School District 
sent a message to parents informing them of the Octo-
ber 2020 incident in which the teacher — while reading 
aloud King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” during a dis-
tance-learning English class for 10th- and 11th-graders — 
used the word because the great civil rights leader used 
it to illustrate the abuse Blacks in the South commonly 
suffered.

King, whose soaring rhetoric and masterful use of En-
glish made him one of the most admired Americans of the 
20th century, used the forbidden word twice in the August 
1963 letter, which he authored while confined in an Ala-
bama jail after protesting racial segregation.

But saying the word out loud, even while quoting King, 
was inappropriate, the P.G. school district said. 

“This was a mistake, one that the teacher readily ad-
mits, and one that was made without malice,” the email 
message to parents said.

No harm intended
PGUSD Superintendent Ralph Porras said that the dis-

trict informed parents about the incident after an “exten-
sively edited” clip of the incident started circulating on 
social media websites. The teacher, he reiterated, did not 
mean to offend anyone by using the word.

“Anyone who knows the teacher knows she is probably 
one of the staunchest allies of equity in the district,” Porras 
told The Pine Cone.

Nevertheless, a student in the class expressed concern 
about the word and the teacher immediately acknowledged 
the “pain she’d caused” and apologized, the district said.

“Everyone involved recognized the seriousness of the 
situation and, regardless of context, the pain that the use of 
the N word can cause.”

The district said it’s learned a “great deal” from the in-
cident and has asked teachers to refrain from using lan-

they just ramped right back up, and during the summer 
season, it was pretty bad — like one or two a week,” she 
said. “For every person who writes a complaint, there are 
20 behind them who are too afraid or embarrassed to say 
anything. We always encourage them to call the police de-
partment and file a report.”

‘Not coming back’
The nature of the complaints is always the same, with 

customers claiming they were overcharged or sent home 
with the wrong product, or no product at all, according 
to MacMurdo. The stores generally refuse to refund the 
money, forcing customers to turn to their credit card com-
panies for help.

The chamber logs the complaints in detail, asking for 
photos of receipts and the products, and written accounts 
when possible, and notifies the city administrator’s office 
and the police department, which has been referring vic-
tims to the Monterey County District Attorney’s Office.

Sandra Book, director of tourism for the chamber, said 

Chamber of Commerce: Complaints about skincare stores outpace all others
n Permit for another shop in process

By MARY SCHLEY

AS THE planning commission gets ready to hold a 
hearing on a new skincare store to replace the existing one 
on Ocean east of Dolores, Carmel Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Jenny MacMurdo said her organization has been 
fielding numerous complaints from customers who say 
they’ve been duped by such businesses.

Practically since the first skincare shop opened on 
Ocean Avenue more than six years ago, people have com-
plained about salespeople hawking samples from the side-
walks and doorways, using high-pressure sales tactics, 
overcharging and refusing to make refunds, or sending 
them home with the wrong products or completely empty 
bottles, boxes or vials.

Many customers are too embarrassed to report what 
amounts to theft, in some cases, and many have said the 
experience soured them on Carmel so much that they may 
never return, MacMurdo told The Pine Cone this week.

“As soon as we started seeing people visiting again, 

The chamber of commerce and the city say they receive more 
complaints about the sales tactics at downtown skincare stores 
than they do about any other type of business.
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See SKINCARE page 17A

See WORD page 17A

it has held for years.
“Carmel High is full of students who are spirited and 

enthusiastic about improving our school and allowing stu-
dents more access to different experiences on campus,” 
reads Moreau’s petition at change.org. “Having stadium 
lights would benefit our student athletes for later practices 
and the opportunity to practice on our home field.”

And night games would be good for the school and the 
community, according to the petition, “because the turnout 
for late games is much larger and a bigger bonding experi-
ence for the district.”

Problems galore
But larger and louder crowds are exactly what some 

nearby residents don’t want, and several have declared the 
environmental impact report the district conducted for the 
project inadequate, particularly when it comes to analyz-

Students rally as neighbors fight CHS lights
By MARY SCHLEY

CARMEL HIGH students exercised their democratic 
rights, some probably for the first time, when they testified 
during a Carmel Unified School District board meeting 
Wednesday night in favor of the district’s plans to install 
lights on the Carmel High football field.

One of them, James Moreau, also started an online pe-
tition supporting the lights that’s gathered more than 1,200 
signatures.

Their outpouring was prompted by efforts by nearby 
residents to stop the project, which calls for installing four 
poles between 70 and 80 feet tall capped with LED lights 
around the athletic field. A state law that takes effect next 
fall will mandate later start times for middle schools and 
high schools, and the lights would allow students to prac-
tice afterschool sports even when it’s dark. They would 
also enable CHS to host Friday night football games, as is 
customary in high school, rather than the Saturday games See LIGHTS page 14A


