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Carmel’s Don Woo attended a ceremony this month in Oakland, where his fa-
ther, Philip Wing Woo, was posthumously given a Congressional Gold Medal.

PHOTO/COURTESY DON WOO

gers patches in his tool drawer,” recalled Woo, who was 
drafted in 1972 and served in the U.S. Army during the 
waning days of the Vietnam War.

The Flying Tigers were a volunteer group of American 

U.S. soldier honored long after he fought in China
By CHRIS COUNTS

EIGHTY YEARS after 18-year-old Philip Wing Woo 
volunteered to fight with the United States Army following 
the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 — despite the fact that 
he had been denied citizenship due to his heritage — he 
was posthumously awarded the Congressional 
Gold Medal Oct. 9 at the Mormon Temple in 
Oakland. The award is the highest the country 
gives to civilians.

The late soldier’s son, Don Woo, who lives 
in downtown Carmel, was there to receive the 
award. Woo hardly knew his father, who was 
born in China and died of a heart attack at 40, 
leaving his wife to care for their six children. 

Don Woo was thrilled to be at the ceremo-
ny. He noted that in attendance were “a retired 
major general, a couple rear admirals and the 
commander of the U.S.S. John McCain.” House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi sent along a video prais-
ing the recipients.

“It was pretty moving,” Woo told The Pine 
Cone. “It gave us new light into my dad’s life, 
even if it was very short.”

Teaming up with Tigers
As a youngster, Woo was vaguely aware that 

his father had fought in World War II. He has 
since learned much more. “We saw Flying Ti-

Hotel taxes nearly 
double from last year, 
set all-time record

By MARY SCHLEY

TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY taxes from hotel stays 
during July and August totaled $1.84 million, city ad-
ministrator Chip Rerig said this week, compared with 
$962,000 for the same months during last year’s pandem-
ic shutdowns. This year’s total also surpassed the record 
amount of $1.67 million in 2018.

Rerig said higher room rates probably account for the 
bump in revenue, rather than a big jump in occupancy. The 
detailed data are set to be released next week.

Room rates lead the way
According to the most recent TOT reports, though, oc-

cupancy in May and June this year was close to what it 
was in 2019, around 77 percent, while average room rates 
were almost back to pre-pandemic levels at $287, com-
pared with $295 in 2019 — when the U.S. Open was being 
played in Pebble Beach. TOT for May and June 2021 vs. 
2019 was also close: $1.35 million this year, and $1.39 
million two years ago.

Last year’s figures tell the pandemic story, of course. 

A 1,006-square-foot addition is set to be built in the backyard of this centu-
ry-plus-old stage driver’s cabin and connected to it with a small hallway. See 
story page 9A.

133 years old and growing 

which says that figure is 33 cases for seven days.
The mandate, if and when it goes into effect, would re-

quire residents 2 years and older in cities and unincorpo-
rated areas to wear face masks indoors, with some excep-
tions, including when people are in their own homes, in a 
closed room or when eating and drinking at a restaurant.

Overrule health director?
Going against the recommendation of county health 

officer Dr. Ed Moreno, supervisors Mary Adams, Luis 
Alejo and Wendy Root Askew voted to issue the mask 
mandate. Supervisors John Phillips and Chris Lopez voted 
against the ordinance, saying they did not want to overrule 
Moreno. Moreno, who has recommended wearing masks 
indoors, said he could not justify a face-covering require-

Conflicting data lead to face mask confusion
By KELLY NIX

WHILE COVID-19 transmission has been steadi-
ly declining for weeks in Monterey County, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention on Thursday suddenly 
bumped the county into the “substantial” tier, raising the 
question of whether a mask mandate imposed by county 
supervisors last month could go into effect soon.

On Sept. 28, the Monterey County Board of Supervi-
sors voted 3-2 to require a countywide indoor mask man-
date if the CDC determined Monterey County’s Covid-19 
transmission rate was in what the agency calls the “sub-
stantial” or “high” categories. The face covering require-
ment would be triggered seven days after the transmission 
rate climbs from low or moderate to substantial or high.

Thanks to the county’s declining case rate, for the last 
10 days the CDC had reported Monterey 
County was having fewer than 50 cases 
(moderate range) per 100,000 people, while 
it reported a slight increase Thursday to 
51.38, which bumped the county into the 
“substantial” category. The CDC’s num-
ber, though, differs widely from data at the 
Monterey County health department, which 
reports a rate of 34 cases per seven days, 
and the state Department of Public Health, 

See CONFUSION page 12A

Bernal won’t seek 
third term as sheriff
n 27-year vet to run for top seat

By MARY SCHLEY

MONTEREY COUNTY Sheriff Steve Bernal an-
nounced this week he’ll retire Dec. 31, 2022, after serving 

two terms as the county’s 
top cop.

On Wednesday, Cmdr. 
Joe Moses, who has worked 
for the sheriff ’s office for 
27 years, launched his cam-
paign to replace him.

In the video he posted 
on his agency’s social me-
dia page, Bernal, 53, didn’t 
explain his decision not to 
seek reelection, other than 
to say he and his wife, Les-
lie, want to “focus on our 
growing family.”

Bernal, a Monterey 

Cmdr. Joe Moses

See TAXES page 25A

See SHERIFF page 17A

CHS Student winS top prize at film feSt
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOUR BOYS who are juniors at Carmel High 
School — and would-be filmmakers — just re-
turned from New York City, where they attended 
the All American High School Film Festival Oct. 
8-10.  One even took home a top prize.

The four students — actor, writer and direc-
tor Colin Dowse; producer, editor and actor Jerry 
Marnell, and production team members Zack Sei-
fert and Elias Osorio — had submitted a film they 
made titled, “Out of My Mind.” In it, a high school 
student “experiences bizarre visions that lead him 
to discover his creative potential.”

According to Dowse’s proud mom, the film was 

well received at the festival. “Out of more than 
2,500 student film submissions from around the 
world, ‘Out of My Mind’ received nominations for 
Best Effects, Best Editing, Best Direction and Best 
Overall,” Loree Dowse told The Pine Cone. “Colin 
won the award for editing.”

In 2020, an earlier film made by Dowse, 
“Smile,” won Best Overall at the same festival, 
which earned the student a $48,000 scholarship 
to Hussian College in Los Angeles, which offers a 
four-year degree in film and digital content.

Dowse said her son has long been captivated by 
film.

See PRIZE page 17A

See SOLDIER page 20A

A maestro and his players set to
strike a joyful chord again ....Be good to the bone and get your flu shot.


