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Homes, businesses
brace for strict 
food-waste rules

By MARY SCHLEY

‘LID FLIPPERS” will be checking residents’ gar-
bage cans to make sure no one’s throwing away kitchen 
scraps come 2024, thanks to new “far reaching and expen-
sive” state mandates on composting food waste to reduce 
greenhouse gases, Agnes Martelet told the city council 
Tuesday. Martelet is the city’s environmental compliance 
manager and presented a rewrite of several garbage-relat-
ed code sections to comply with the new state law, which 
kicks in Jan. 1, 2022.

Cities will be required to provide food-waste collection 
service to all residents and businesses, establish an “edible 
food recovery program,” conduct education and outreach, 
buy more recycled materials like paper and compost, draft 
a lot of reports for the state, and start enforcing the new 
rules in January 2024, according to Martelet.

All of that requires changes in the local code, which she 
presented to the council for review Oct. 5. 

The “garbage chapter” was “quite outdated, so this is a 
near complete rewrite,” Martelet explained.

Trash inspectors
Residents are already required to pay for and partici-

pate in garbage, recycling and yard-waste collection, but 
they’ll soon have to put all their food scraps — except for 
used grease and raw meat, which go in the garbage — in 
their green bins.

“Those people who think recycling is too complicated 

A fox that snuck in through the doggy door of a Car-
mel Valley home got stuck in the bathroom and had 
to be escorted out by two deputies, the Monterey 
County Sheriff’s Office reported early Oct. 4. The 
critter was “too scared to leave a bathroom,” but the 
deputies who responded “were able to wrangle the 
fox and lead him outside safely.”
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There was a door so he came right in

“We are a place with hotels and motels, and we need to 
be able to take care of our customers right now,” he said.

‘Unfair rent’
Anthony Carnazzo, owner of Stationaery, and Sade’s 

owner Parker Logan complained about the rent they’re be-
ing charged for using public property, saying it’s unfair to 
impose the same rate on everyone.

Council extends parklets, outdoor dining again
By MARY SCHLEY

RESTAURANTS SERVING patrons in parking spac-
es can keep them for another month — and continue pay-
ing $842 per space — the city council decided Tuesday on 
its usual 3-2 vote, with council members Jeff Baron and 
Karen Ferlito dissenting. The temporary parklets were ini-
tially due for removal Sept. 12, but the council last month 
pushed the date to Oct. 12 and began charging rent. Now, 
they are supposed to be out Nov. 12.

While residents Tim Twom-
ey and Cindy Lloyd told the 
council it’s time for the par-
klets to go as infection rates 
decline and restaurants contin-
ue to be allowed to operate at 
full capacity indoors, a handful 
of restaurant owners argued for 
keeping their outdoor dining 
on public property through at 
least the end of the year.

End the era
“It is time to find the era of 

the temporary parklets come to 
an end, to return our town to 
its quiet dignity, unique charm 
and eclectic architecture that 
has lured visitors here for years 
and will continue into the fu-
ture,” Lloyd said. “Please vote 
tonight to return Carmel to its 
pre-pandemic state.”

Ken Spilfogel, who runs 
Flaherty’s, said 80 percent of 
his customers ask to eat outside 
and that he’s only got seven ta-
bles set up inside — and isn’t 
even using all those seats.
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See GARBAGE page 6A

requiring its visitors to be vaccinated against Covid-19 or 
show proof that they are free of the virus — a decision it 
says has elicited a mix of positive and negative feedback.

The aquarium, which already requires guests and staff 
to wear masks, said that starting Nov. 1, all visitors 12 and 
over must show proof of inoculation or a negative corona-
virus test taken within 72 hours of their visit. The aquari-
um will not accept results of home Covid-19 tests.

“You are considered fully vaccinated if it’s been at least 
14 days since your final vaccine dose,” according to the 
aquarium. 

Each guest will be asked to show a hard copy vaccina-
tion card, an informal photo or copy of the card, or an of-
ficial digital copy provided by the California Department 
of Public Health. 

Visitors 18 years and older will also be asked to show a 
photo ID. In addition, aquarium staff, volunteers and visi-
tors who are 3 years and older are required to wear masks 
inside the aquarium.

Citing the science
Aquarium communications director Kevin Connor ex-

plained why it is imposing the vaccination mandate on its 
guests.

“Science has shown us that two of the most effective 
ways to prevent the spread of Covid-19 are masks and 
vaccination,” Connor told The Pine Cone. “We chose to 
require a proof of vaccination or a negative Covid-19 test, 
in addition to our mask requirement, to provide the safest 
experience possible for all of our visitors, staff and volun-
teers.”

The aquarium already requires its staff, employees and 
volunteers to be vaccinated against coronavirus. 

Asked if the aquarium was concerned it would lose cus-
tomers because of the guest vaccination mandate, Connor 

AquArium to require vAccine or test for visitors
By KELLY NIX

NO SHOT? No fish for you!
That will be the new policy at the Monterey Bay Aquar-

ium at the start of next month when the aquarium begins 

Rebecca Reich from Truckee, left, and her family stand in line Thurs-
day morning at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. Soon, visitors will 
have to be vaxxed — or test negative — to be admitted.
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Concours on the Avenue 
founder dead at 72

By MARY SCHLEY

DOUG FREEDMAN, the Atlanta man who founded 
the Carmel-by-the-Sea Concours on the Avenue with his 
wife, Genie, and made the town a Car Week destination 
in the process, died of a heart attack Sunday. He was 72.

“We are devastated. We are so sad for Genie and wish 
there was some way to support her now,” said Holly Zoller, 
president of The Carmel Foundation, for which the Freed-

mans’ event raised more 
than $480,000 during its 
14-year history. “I think 
most of us connected to 
COTA feel the same. The 
day Doug died was certain-
ly the end of an era — one 
that we will always remem-
ber as showing Carmel off 
as the very best of the best.”

Lincoln and Seventh
The couple had dreamed 

of holding a car show in 
town since their first visit 
here for the Pebble Beach 
Concours d’Elegance and 
the historic races at Laguna 
Seca in 1987.

“We walked up the street 
to the Cypress Inn, and I said to Genie, ‘Look at this — it’s 
like a movie set,’” he told The Pine Cone in 2017. “‘What 
a fantastic backdrop for cars!’”

So began the dream that came to fruition two decades 
later, when the inaugural Concours on the Avenue was 
held in 2007.

Born in Port Chester, N.Y., on Feb. 24, 1949, but raised 
in Atlanta, Freedman discovered his passion for cars when 
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Doug Freedman in 2006

DreamsIn Your

Historic Carmel Valley and Big Sur homes, a thoroughly modern 
remodel and how home staging works ... inside this week!




