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PET  TALKPET  TALK Horses that help people regain their emotional footing, 
and the joys of adopting senior pets … inside this week!

“SB 9 destroys your neighborhood,” according to a 
Sacramento-based coalition of elected officials, nonprofit 
organizations and others called Livable California.

The organization points to an absence of residential 
parking requirements if a project is within a half-mile of 
a transit corridor or route, even if transit buses don’t stop 

Newsom signs revolutionary housing bill
n Apartments in single-family areas 
will be exempt from CEQA

By KELLY NIX

A BILL passed by the California State Legislature 
and signed Thursday afternoon by Gov. Gavin Newsom 
will radically transform single-family neighbor-
hoods by allowing up to four homes on each lot 
and eliminating environmental review of the new 
housing. Monterey Peninsula officials and civic 
leaders are trying to wrap their heads around the 
dramatic legislation. 

Dubbed the California Housing Opportuni-
ty and More Efficiency Act, Senate Bill 9 gives 
homeowners the right to build up to four housing 
units on their property. That could happen by con-
verting a single-family home into a duplex and 
subdividing the parcel into two, which will permit 
another duplex or single-family home on the prop-
erty. Senators passed the bill Aug. 30.

‘Pursue the dream’
In a state where the median home price is more 

than $800,000, SB 9, authored by Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tempore Toni Atkins, a Democrat from 
San Diego, is being sold as a way for hard-work-
ing families to own their first home while allowing 
property owners a new source of income. But it 
will also undo decades of labyrinthine develop-
ment rules that have stifled housing while also 
protecting neighborhoods and natural resources.

“Senate Bill 9 is about giving Californians the 
opportunity to pursue their version of the Califor-
nia Dream,” Atkins said.

Proponents, including State Sen. Anna Cabal-
lero from Salinas, who coauthored the bill, con-
tend it will “help to address California’s colossal 
housing crisis.” Local supporters of the proposal 
include the County of Monterey, the City of Sea-
side, and Seaside councilman Jon Wizard, accord-
ing to the bill’s official website.

Which Monterey County cities will the law 
affect? Most of them. The bill allows lot divi-
sions on properties designated by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau as “urbanized areas” and “urbanized 
clusters,” which include Carmel, Carmel Valley, 
Pebble Beach, Pacific Grove, Seaside, Marina and 
Salinas.

‘Destroy neighborhoods’
Opponents contend the bill could mean an 

end to single-family neighborhoods in Califor-
nia. Congestion, noise, parking problems would 
quickly emerge if the bill becomes law.

See SB 9 page 18A

A Census Bureau map shows which parts of the Monterey Peninsula are 
considered “urban” (inside green lines). Under a state law signed by the 
governor, most single-family homes in these areas will automatically be eligi-
ble for up to four units each, as depicted on the graphic at the top.

Supes OK mask rule 
if virus cases get bad

By KELLY NIX

THE MONTEREY County Board of Supervisors 
Tuesday approved a plan to require people to wear masks 
indoors if the rate of new cases hitting the county reaches 
a certain threshold.  

The supervisors voted 3-2 for the mask requirement, 
which they said is intended to reduce the spread of the 
coronavirus. If the rule is approved by the supervisors 
again next week, it would go into effect Oct. 22, but only if 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says Mon-
terey County is experiencing a substantial or high level of 
coronavirus transmission.

‘Arbitrary and capricious’
The move comes a week after an effort by the panel 

failed to secure a countywide mask mandate on an emer-
gency basis when only three of five supervisors voted for 
it. It needed four votes to pass.

Like last week, county supervisors John Phillips and 
Chris Lopez voted against the mandate Tuesday, saying 
they were concerned about going against the recommenda-

Covid outbreak at 
high school subsiding 
n County jail has big spike

By MARY SCHLEY

THE FLARE-UP of Covid cases among Carmel High 
School football players over the last few weeks seems to 
have slowed, though the total number of infections among 
students districtwide rose at 29, including 23 at CHS, ac-
cording to data from the Carmel Unified School District.

And on Thursday, Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. 
Derrel Simpson said 130 inmates, 17 deputies who work 
in the county jail and five vendors who provide services 
there tested positive for Covid over the past few weeks. 
Some inmates arrived at the jail already infected, he said.

Carmel Unified Superintendent Ted Knight said 
Wednesday that a few more cases in the district are com-
ing to light as large numbers of students undergo testing.

“We had some trickling in,” he said. “When you’re do-
ing high levels of testing, you’re going to have positive 
cases.”

But he’s not alarmed and said no one else should be, ei-

See PARKLETS page 18A

several other operators supported the city charging a fee to 
offset private businesses’ use of public property for their 
own profits. Shaheen Alnuaimi, owner of Mission Bistro, 
called the idea of charging rents “nickel and diming,” and 
Parker Logan, proprietor of Sade’s, described it as “gross 
government overreach.”

Didn’t need them
Nonetheless, the bistro and the bar were among those 

opting to pay rent to retain their temporary outdoor dining 
spaces through at least Oct. 12, while the owners of Basil, 
Village Corner, Tree House Café, Rise + Roam bakery and 
pizzeria, and the Forge in the Forest took theirs down. The 
Carmel Grill House reduced its parklet from two spaces 
to one.

Rich Pepe, owner of Vesuvio, Café Napoli and Carmel 
Bakery, took down the parklets at his restaurants earlier 
this month but kept the single space in front of the bakery 
on Ocean Avenue. Pepe has been outspoken as the “lone 
dissenter” among restaurateurs when it comes to parklets, 
which he said cause more trouble than they’re worth. He 

Restaurants pay more than $40K to keep parklets
By MARY SCHLEY

OF THE 30 restaurants that set up temporary outdoor 
dining in parking spaces when the pandemic hit in spring 
2020, five removed them and one reduced its parklet from 
two parking spaces to one. Nearly half of the remaining 
25 paid their $842-per-space rent on Friday, with the rest 
writing checks Sept. 13, the day it was due.

“Every restaurant that chose to keep their outdoor seat-
ing paid,” city administrator Chip Rerig said Tuesday. The 
collected rents totaled $40,416 for the city’s coffers.

Last week, the city council decided 3-2 to allow restau-
rants to keep their parklets at least 30 days beyond the 
Sept. 12 deadline previously set in May in anticipation of 
the state’s reopening and the lifting of most pandemic-in-
duced restrictions.

But council members also voted to start charging 
monthly rent of $842 per parking space, a rate roughly 
based on the average per-square-foot rates paid by many 
restaurant owners in town. They imposed a deadline of the 
close of business Sept. 13.

While the prospect of paying rent raised sharp oppo-
sition from the owners of Mission Bistro and Sade’s bar, 

When Big Sur’s national forests were closed to the public because 
of fire danger, volunteers who maintain backcountry trails were 
thrown out of ‘work.’ Or were they? See page 10A.
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Who needs a day off?

See CASES page 16A

See MASKS page 15A


