WOMEN IN BUSINESS

Women who sell the land, build the offices, help you find
your new ride and more ... inside this week!

The Carmel Pine Cone

Volume 107 No. 37

T

www.carmelpinecone.com

r u s t e d

b y

l o c a l s

a n d

l o v e d

b y

September 10-16, 2021

v i s i t o r s

WTC rescuer found faith, patriotism and unity
By MARY SCHLEY

F

IREFIGHTER ANTHONY Kastros was part of an
urban search and rescue team at the World Trade Center
after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, and spent 11
days digging through the rubble in search of survivors, and
then, bodies. But he hasn’t spoken of the experience much
since then.
Now, with the 20th anniversary of that day approach-

ing, and a special memorial ceremony planned in Devendorf Park Saturday morning, the Carmel Valley resident
decided it was time to tell the story and honor the fallen
and everyone who served.
Kastros, the younger brother of two other local firefighters, Mitch and Demetrius Kastros, served as a volunteer with the Carmel Fire Department from 1987 to 1991
See WTC page 16A

Anthony Kastros searched for survivors as part of FEMA’s Urban
Search and Rescue Task Force 7,
which landed in New York the day
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. A task force member took a
moment to capture images of the
devastation.

Restaurants get 30-day reprieve for parklets
n $842 rent starts Sept. 13
By MARY SCHLEY

THE CITY council narrowly agreed this week to let

restaurants keep their parklets until at least Oct. 12 and to
charge them $842 per month for each parking space they
occupy.
In anticipation of the June 15 reopening of restaurants
and businesses, the city council last May decided tasting
rooms’ parklets had to be gone by July 14 and restaurants
had to take them out by Sept. 12. But with the coronavirus
pandemic still causing problems, and a recent spike in infections due to the delta variant, owners asked the council
to reconsider.
Arguments for allowing
them to remain, planning director Brandon Swanson said,
include customers who are
Customers
reluctant to eat indoors, more
revenue, the possibility that
still reluctant
the state and county could
to eat indoors, impose restrictions again, and
that they add to the character
owners say
of downtown. Reasons for
parklets to go are parking,
traffic and safety issues, their
inconsistency with the zoning
code and general plan, that
they’re an “inappropriate private use of public land,” and
that they detract from the character of the village and clog
sidewalks.
Not surprisingly, most of the restaurant operators who
spoke at the Sept. 7 meeting argued in favor of keeping
their parklets, with some saying they should be left in
place to the end of the year or the end of the pandemic.
‘A nightmare’
Lydia Lyons of Patisserie Boissiere said she receives
calls daily from people “asking to sit outside, because
people are still very concerned about their health and the
health of their families.”
Constructing the parklets cost thousands of dollars, she
added, and taking them down, only to put them up again

during a resurgence “would be an absolute nightmare.”
Anton & Michel owner Tony Salameh, who doesn’t
even have a parklet but does serve in a courtyard, said
outdoor dining is critical right now, and Cantinetta Luca
owner and hotel operator David Fink said almost half of
his customers at the Italian restaurant last month asked to
eat outside. They also said they’d be willing to pay rent, as
did Ken Spilfogel, who runs Flaherty’s.
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Countywide
indoor mask
mandate crumbles
By KELLY NIX

A

PROPOSAL by Monterey County Supervisor Luis
Alejo to force nearly everyone in Monterey County to
wear a mask indoors failed Tuesday when only two of his
colleagues joined him in supporting the idea.
Three supervisors, Mary Adams, Wendy Root Askew
and Alejo OK’d the mask requirement, while the remaining two, John Phillips and Chris Lopez rejected it. The
emergency ordinance — which needed four of five votes
to pass — would have required residents and visitors, regardless of vaccination status, to wear masks indoors for at
least 60 days. It would have applied to businesses, restaurants, gyms, offices and other indoor areas in the county’s
incorporated and unincorporated areas.
Not popular
Phillips, who represents District 2, and Adams, the 5th
District supervisor, said they got a lot of feedback from
constituents about the proposal, mostly from people who
opposed it. Most of those who addressed the supervisors
Tuesday also were in opposition.
In explaining why he didn’t support the law, Phillips
See MANDATE page 17A

CHS outbreak puts
football on hold
n Administrators say it’s under control,
kids not surprised it happened
By MARY SCHLEY

F

City meetings virtual
Bashar Sneeh, co-owner of Dametra and a couple of
other Ocean Avenue restaurants, pointed out that just last
week, city administrator Chip Rerig decided all city meetings should continue to be held virtually, rather than in
person, due to Covid risks.
“If you can’t meet indoors in the city,” for safety reasons, he said, people should continue being able to dine
outdoors for safety reasons, too.

IFTEEN CARMEL High School football players
tested positive for Covid over a two-week period, forcing
the cancellation of practices and two games, and prompting school officials to assure parents, students and the public that everything will be OK.
“Keeping students in full, in-person learning while
maintaining the physical and psychological safety of our
students and staff continues to be our goal,” new Carmel
Unified School District Superintendent Ted Knight said in
an email to parents Tuesday. “Therefore, we are collaborating with local health officials and will continue to operate
the high school schedule as normal, with added caution,”
including hiring contract tracers, ramping up testing, more

See REPRIEVE page 12A

See CHS page 13A

Chief Tomasi leaving CPD for Aquarium job
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FTER 13 years at Carmel P.D. — five of them as
chief — Paul Tomasi is retiring next month. But he’s not
planning on hanging out on the beach sipping drinks decorated with tiny umbrellas. Instead, he’ll embark on his next
career, as director of security and emergency management
at the Monterey Bay Aquarium.
“As you get later in your career, you start thinking about
what you want to do next, and I’ve been talking about this
post for the last five years,” he said Tuesday. “It’s a job that
I’m interested in and a job that I’ve wanted. It connects
my career in law enforcement with my passion for marine
sciences.”
In short, he said, as a lifelong diver who grew up on
Lake Superior and the son of parents who owned a dive
shop and led underwater excursions to explore shipwrecks
all over the country, “it really encompasses who I am.”
See TOMASI page 15A

Police Chief Paul Tomasi (right) took pleasure in being out in the
community he served, including doing bike patrol alongside Sgt.
Mike Bruno.
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