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Pine Cone Wednesday afternoon during a phone interview.
The U.S. military, he added, “secured the [Kabul] air-

port, but nothing is being done to get people to the airport, 
and that is a big issue.” 

Just how the Biden administration botched the with-

Panetta calls Afghanistan pullout ‘sickening’
By KELLY NIX

CONGRESSMAN JIMMY Panetta, who served as an 
intelligence officer with the U.S. Navy in Afghanistan 13 
years ago, issued a statement this week calling the Taliban 
takeover of the country “sickening” and “catastrophic,” 
and urging President Joe Biden to ensure the safe evac-
uation of thousands of Americans and Afghans who 
helped the United States during the 20-year war. The 
lawmaker also said he intends to hold the Biden ad-
ministration accountable for the withdrawal.

The world watched in shock this week as thou-
sands of panicked Afghans fled Taliban fighters 
stormed the Kabul airport, including hundreds who 
crowded a runway as a U.S. Air Force C-17 transport 
plane prepared to take off during an evacuation ef-
fort. Seven people died in the chaos. 

As of Thursday, the situation remained dire, with 
thousands of Americans and Afghans stuck outside 
Taliban checkpoints and apparently no plan by the 
U.S. military to extract them. 

Pushes for ‘accountability’
Panetta said the Biden administration’s priori-

ty should be to get Americans and eligible Afghans 
safely out of Afghanistan.

“I think the president, as he has owned the situ-
ation now, needs to make sure that our priority is to 
leave no one behind,” Panetta, a Democrat, told The 
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Then-U.S. Navy Lt. Jimmy Panetta serving in Kunar Valley, Afghanistan in 
2008 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
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Lengthy C.V. outage
presages things to come
n More power failures, and they’ll 
last longer, PG&E says

By CHRIS COUNTS

A POWER outage Sunday morning in Carmel Valley 
left 3,760 customers without electricity for as long as 36 
hours, and lasted much longer than it would have before 
new wildfire safety protocols were put in place, PG&E 
told The Pine Cone.

“Due to the drought-intensified conditions, including 
extremely dry fuel conditions and the receptivity of those 
fuels to ignite and spread quickly, even without major 
winds, PG&E is taking additional steps to further mitigate 
the potential for equipment-sparked wildfires,” Mayra To-
stado said. 

One of those steps, she said, is to increase the sensitiv-
ity of circuit breakers and other fault-sensing devices in 
high fire-threat areas, which means the power will go off 
more readily.

And even after a fault has been corrected, “our crews 
need to fully patrol the entire line from the point where the 
fault-sensing device operated to the end of the line,” Tosta-
do explained. “When these patrols find damage or hazards, 
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Many of the people appointed to serve are OK with 
that, though at least one is expressing some concern.

“I think we all are excited to get back to in-person 
meetings,” said Erik Dyar, chair of the historic resources 
board. “I’m still in favor of it.”

“I can’t speak for my fellow commissioners, but I feel 
all elected and appointed officials should definitely appear 
in person,” commented Judy Refuerzo, chair of the com-
munity activities commission. “I personally feel an obliga-
tion to the residents. If I feel safe enough to go out to eat, 
shop, travel, etc., then I think I should be able to show up 
in person for the community.”

J.C. Myers, who serves on the forest and beach com-
mission, said he is “a big fan” of meeting in person, as-
suming all safety measures are in place.

“As long as we stay within the state guidelines, I be-
lieve in-person meetings will have a positive impact on our 
community dynamics,” he said.

But not everyone seems so comfortable with the idea, 
especially with the highly contagious delta variant ac-
counting for 100 percent of new coronavirus infections in 
the county, as Monterey County Health officials reported 
this week.

“I would like to go back to in-person meetings, but not 

CounCil wants everyone at in-person meetings 
By MARY SCHLEY

THE CITY council has decided all public employees 
and the council, boards, commissions and committees 
should resume in-person meetings next month, though 
members of the public will probably have the option of 
Zooming in rather than appearing in person.

See MEETINGS page 19A

Experts: Unvaccinated 
driving county’s surge

By KELLY NIX

WHILE THE extremely infectious delta variant is re-
sponsible for causing rising coronavirus cases in Monterey 
County, the number of vaccinated people who get the virus 
and have to be hospitalized is still very low, according to 
local hospitals.

There have been numerous instances of breakthrough 
cases — when a vaccinated person gets infected with the 
coronavirus — in Monterey County. 

Health officer Dr. Ed Moreno said his department is 
gathering information to determine how many such cases 
have occurred here.

“We are still trying to improve the quality of the data,” 
Moreno said.

Most unvaccinated
What is known is that the number of vaccinated peo-

ple who are infected with coronavirus and have serious 
symptoms that require hospitalization is small. The vast 
majority of those who have had to be hospitalized for the 

After the restaurant and kitchen at Lucia Lodge in Big Sur burned 
down last week, and other parts of it were damaged, the resort is 
still open for overnights stays, and a fundraiser is underway.
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Lucia Lodge stays 
open despite fire 

By CHRIS COUNTS

A WEEK after a fire destroyed the restaurant and 
kitchen at Lucia Lodge — and badly damaged parts of 
its store — James MacFarlane of the lodge told The Pine 
Cone the resort remains open, and a crowdfunding effort 
is underway to help its employees.

“We have been able to restore most guest amenities at 
this juncture — ice, wifi, continental breakfast,” MacFar-
lane said. “Guests are being given a voucher for breakfast 
at Treebones Resort, 12 miles to the south. Treebones has 

were up 35 percent over 2019, with a total of $345 million 
changing hands.

A $20.5 million McLaren
Gooding & Co, which is considered the official auction 

house of the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance, recorded 
the top two sales of the week — a 1995 McLaren F1 that 
sold for $20,465,000 and a 1959 Ferrari 250 GT LWB Cal-
ifornia Spider Competizione that went for $10,840,000. 
The prices set world records for those two models, and 
Gooding reported setting three other world records for the 
most money paid for a particular model or marque. Over 
the course of two days, the auction house had two dozen 
cars exceed $1 million apiece, with many going for more 
than $2 million. The 115 vehicles auctioned by Gooding & 
Co. averaged $930,829 each.

The top sale during the RM Sotheby’s auction was a 
1962 Aston Martin DB4GT Zagato from the Paul Andrews 
Estate Collection that gaveled at $9.52 million. Many oth-
ers, including at least a half-dozen Ferraris, fetched prices 
between $3 million and $8 million, with several additional 

Auto auctions report record-breaking sales
By MARY SCHLEY

DESPITE CONCERNS over the surging delta vari-
ant, Car Week auctions not only drew big crowds, but sev-
eral of the auction houses said they set sales records, with 
RM Sotheby’s leading the way with $148.5 million, and 
Gooding & Co. breaking $107 million at its Pebble Beach 
sale. 

Mecum, the daytime auction held in Monterey since 
2009, reported its most successful Car Week ever, with 
$57.4 million in sales, while Bonhams’ sale at Quail 
Lodge in Carmel Valley saw a total of nearly $37 million. 
The auction houses reported selling between 80 percent 
and 91 percent of the vehicles that crossed the block.

Those successes could be indicative of renewed fervor 
following the shutdowns in 2020. “After last year’s hiatus 
from live auctions, enthusiasm and anticipation for this 
year’s event was at an all-time high,” a Gooding & Co. 
spokesperson said.

But even in 2020, according to Knight Frank Research’s 
luxury investment index, the overall value of collector cars 
increased by 6 percent after a 7.5 percent drop in 2019. 
Meanwhile, CNBC reported last week’s auction sales See AUCTIONS page 17A
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