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Sexy cars, ugly cars and 
itty-bitty cars — and 
everything you need 
to know about this 
weekend’s events

Blue skies and big smiles greet the beauties

(Clockwise from above) During Tuesday’s Concours on 
the Avenue in downtown Carmel, a 1962 Porsche 356 
owned by Frank Altamura of Napa Valley prepares for the 
judges, a 1920 LaBestioni — built from a 1920 American 
LaFrance Fire Engine — wows the crowds, and a 1960 
Buick Electra 225 Convertible owned by Rick and Kit 
Franke of Pacific Grove gets ready to receive its Award 
of Distinction.
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Cases increase, but 
county holds off on 
new restrictions 
n 40 percent at sheriff ’s office unvaxxed

By KELLY NIX

WHILE THE delta variant has brought a surge in 
coronavirus cases in some parts of Monterey County, 
caused local campuses to cancel back-to-school nights and 
forced hospitals to impose fresh visitor restrictions, there 
is no talk of new lockdowns or indoor mask mandates. 
Government health officials, including Gov. Gavin New-
som, seem to be waiting to see how bad the surge will get.

During the week ending Thursday, there were 414 new 
cases in the county, along with 34 coronavirus-positive 
inpatients at the county’s four hospitals. Community Hos-
pital of the Monterey Peninsula’s Dr. Steven Cabrales said 
Wednesday afternoon there were 10 inpatients with coro-
navirus, including one who is in intensive care.

“We have had no deaths in the past two weeks,” Cabrales 
said at a news briefing.

But to contend with the highly contagious delta vari-

The kitchen, restaurant and store at one of Big Sur’s most historic 
inns were destroyed in a spectacular fire Tuesday night, but its 
cabins survived. See page 12A.
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The company that operates the Moss Landing Power Plant says 
battery storage can help California avoid rolling blackouts. See 
page 5A.
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Lucia Lodge burns
Moss Landing gets

biggest batteries

Ferlito, Baron worry city 
has too many tourists

By MARY SCHLEY

AT LAST Monday’s meeting, councilwoman Karen 
Ferlito questioned a proposal to sign a $160,007 contract 
with the Monterey County Convention & Visitors Bureau 
for destination marketing, saying she believes the city al-
ready has too many visitors.  

The destination marketing contract would run until the 
end of June 2022, with the city paying 3 percent of the 
$5.3 million in hotel taxes expected to come in this fiscal 
year.

According to budgets and contracts director Sharon 
Friedrichsen, the city has usually collaborated with the 
convention and visitors bureau to help get more tourists 
to stay overnight in town during midweek and off-season. 
The tourism group, she said, “has specialized expertise 
and experience in destination marketing of the Monterey 
Peninsula.”

The agreement was included on the council’s Aug. 2 
consent calendar for approval without discussion, but Fer-
lito wanted to talk about it.

“Could we ever request a pause in advertising?” Ferlito 

Patek said after “months of planning,” “unforeseen cir-
cumstances” led to the move from the Village. He blamed 
the Carmel Valley Association for stirring things up.

“New hurdles and barriers were being placed in front of 
us as late as this week,” he reported.

“Coincidentally, difficulties with the county began at 
or nearly the same time as the Carmel Valley Association 
launched a campaign to stop Legends from ‘destroying’ 
the rural character of the valley.” 

Patek insisted the gathering would have been good for 
Carmel Valley. He said the event had already obtained the 
blessings of the Monterey Regional Fire District and Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol.

Legends of Autobahn kicked out of Village 
By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST A week before showtime, the Legends of the 
Autobahn, which had been scheduled for Carmel Valley, 
was forced to relocate to the Monterey Fairgrounds after 
running into a buzzsaw of opposition from neighbors con-
cerned about crowds and traffic.

Set for Aug. 14 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., the gathering of 
German cars had been held at the Club at Pasadera since 
2014. 

This year, organizers had hoped to move it to Carmel 
Valley Village, with the anticipation it would bring hun-
dreds of cars, along with as many as 1,000 people.

Word went out Aug. 5 that the event was being moved 
to Monterey Fairgrounds, and a press release confirmed its 
details Aug. 9.

“It is with great surprise and regret that we announce 
the move of Legends from Carmel Valley to the Monterey 
County Fairgrounds,” said Frank Patek, the executive di-
rector of the BMW Car Club of America.

See LEGENDS page 20A

Cops organize to stop 
hot rod shenanigans

By MARY SCHLEY

MULTIPLE LAW enforcement agencies are teaming 
up in an effort to keep drivers from turning public streets 
into their own racetracks and exhibition areas during Car 
Week and prevent them from doing dangerous stunts in 
local downtowns, as happened in Carmel in 2019. 

Throughout the county, and especially during the eve-
nings after organized events have ended, they’ll be pa-
trolling for drivers trying to show off what they and their 
hopped-up supercars can do.

“We’ve been going to weekly meetings for the past 
month-and-a-half,” Carmel Police Chief Paul Tomasi said 
Friday, to prepare not just for the organized gatherings and 
shows that take place all week, but for the traffic and “the 
ruckus groups that come in afterward — the knuckleheads, 
the shenanigans, whatever you want to call it.”

In Carmel, from 7 p.m. until around 7 a.m. each night 
through Sunday, police are setting up vehicle barriers 
to prevent drivers from heading straight up and down 
Ocean Avenue, instead sending them on a circuitous route 
through downtown streets that will slow cars down and de-
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