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Concerts, festivals get 
share of free money, too

By MARY SCHLEY

THEATERS, DANCE companies and other per-
forming arts organizations on the Monterey Peninsula, 
including profit-making businesses as well as nonprofits, 
received nearly $19 million in taxpayer funds as part of 
federal pandemic relief efforts, including $10 million for 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium and nearly $912,000 for Sun-
set Center.

The Shuttered Venue Operators Grant program was ad-
ministered by the Small Business Administration as part 
of the American Rescue Plan Act and funneled $16 billion 
in taxpayer dollars to performing arts organizations that 
couldn’t operate due to pandemic shutdowns. They could 
qualify for gifts “equal to 45 percent of their 2019 gross 
earned revenue,” up to $10 million per venue.

According to data released last week by the SBA, a 
dozen local organizations received funds, and several of 
them also got money through the SBA’s Paycheck Protec-
tion Program.

Sunset and Bach Fest
The Carmel Bach Festival, a nonprofit, took in 

$515,308 in federal tax dollars — $164,429 through the 
shuttered-venue program and $350,879 in PPP money — 
while Pacific Repertory Theatre, also a nonprofit, received 
a total of $527,771, including $202,888 in shuttered-venue 
funds, with the rest coming from payroll grants.

Sunset Center, which also received $577,500 in tax-
payer-funded subsidies from the City of Carmel in 2020-
2021 and is getting $750,000 this year, received $911,794 

See $$$$$ page 45A

Wait a minute…that’s not a squirrel or a deer. Still, you might en-
counter this handsome fellow — his name is Tyr — hiking around in 
Big Sur’s state parks. See page 10A. 
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Shepherding folks
through local parks

Council members also decided to put off until next 
month any discussion about letting restaurants keep their 
parklets, and how much rent the business owners should 
pay to operate in the public right of way.

Much of the public comment about the tasting rooms 
came from winery owners pleading with the city to let 
them accommodate customers outside again after the city 
forced them to move inside last month.

“Covid is getting worse,” said Kim Stemler, executive 
director of the Monterey County Vintners & Growers As-
sociation. “The more you can allow people outdoors in 
public spaces, the better.” She suggested tasting rooms that 
have private outdoor areas, like Dawn’s Dream, Wrath and 
several others, be able to use those, while the half-doz-
en tasting rooms that don’t, including Caraccioli Cellars, 
Lepe Cellars and Windy Oaks, be allowed to set up in 
parking spaces again.

Customers ‘walking away’
Seven winery owners spoke at the meeting, while sev-

eral others sent letters. “We have customers who want to 
be outdoors,” said Mark Manzoni, whose tasting room is 
located at the southwest corner of San Carlos and Seventh. 
“They are walking away from our business because we are 
not allowing them to taste outdoors.”

Manzoni said he’s heard “we are the only city that’s not 

TasTing rooms oK’d To reTurn ouTdoors

n Parklets to be discussed next month

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CITY council on Tuesday decided to let tasting 
rooms serve wine outside — as long as they don’t use pub-
lic sidewalks or parking spaces — until Sept. 12, the date 
restaurants are supposed to remove their parklets.

See PARKLETS page 22A

Pandemic creates 
international void 
during concours

By MARY SCHLEY

TRAVEL BANS and numerous other uncertainties 
brought about by the coronavirus pandemic have cut into 
the number of overseas participants coming to Car Week, 
from Concours judges getting stuck in their home coun-
tries, to rare and vintage automobiles making the trip 
across the pond without their owners, and vice versa.

“It’s been a complex year, because we have a lot of 
overseas judges, and many of them have been unable to 
travel,” said Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance Chief 
Judge Chris Bock. “And some of them have gone to in-
credible lengths to be with us.”

Some have spent a few weeks in Mexico or the Carib-
bean just so they could get into the United States, he said, 
while Canadians must fly in instead of drive. “One of our 
judges who lives in Canada is American, but his wife is 
not,” he said. “So, he can drive in, but he has to go pick her 
up at Seattle airport.”

International judges’ efforts to make it to Pebble Beach 
this year have “been a tribute to their devotion to this 

Cleaning out fire pits when they’re full of stuff they’re not supposed 
to be full of is a lousy job. Illegal beach fires aren’t great, either. 
See page 5A.

See VOID page 20A

County health director Elsa Jimenez told the super-
visors that an estimated 40 percent of health department 
workers have not been vaccinated, while Janine Bouyea 
with Natividad Medical Center said the number of unvac-
cinated employees at the taxpayer-funded county hospital 
is 39 percent. The supervisors did not seem surprised by 
the low vaccination rates.

Expensive tests
In lieu of the vaccination mandate, the supervisors had 

the option of requiring unvaccinated workers to submit to 
weekly Covid-19 tests. But the cost of testing employees 
at the health department and Natividad would have been 
about $800,000 per month, just for those two departments.

The county’s staff proposed a 10-week deadline for 
workers to get vaccinated, but supervisors believed that 
was too long. They agreed six weeks was enough time.

“I feel 10 weeks is much longer than we need to hold 

Supes require county workers to get vaccinated
n Health dep’t. has low vax rate

By KELLY NIX 

WHILE MONTEREY County has spent vast re-
sources on getting the public at large vaccinated against 
Covid-19, a surprising 40 percent of its own health depart-
ment and hospital employees have not been immunized 
against the disease, according to officials.

Faced with the poor vaccination rates among coun-
ty employees, and other factors, including the rise of the 
more contagious delta variant and the possibility of sky-
high costs for mass testing, the Monterey County Board 
of Supervisors last week mandated that all workers, except 
those with religious or medical exemptions, get immu-
nized. 

The new policy will take effect Aug. 16, at which point 
workers will have 30 days to provide proof of vaccination 
or an authorized exemption. Workers will also be required 
to certify their vaccination status, either by using an app 
created just for county workers or on paper.  

“I don’t think we have any alternative” than to approve a 
vaccine mandate, District 2 Supervisor John Phillips said.

See COUNTY page 21A

Scenic property owner 
takes house to the bank

By MARY SCHLEY

A TEXAS man doubled his money on the Scenic 
Road house he bought in January 2008 for $7.5 million 
when he sold it last week for $15.5 million, according to 
Monterey County property records. 

Leonard M. Riggs Jr. sold the four-bed, four-and-a-
half-bath California/Mediterranean-style residence to 
Carla Morrison in a deal brokered by realtor Tim Allen. 
At 3,334 square feet, the sale price breaks down to an im-
pressive $4,649 per square foot, though the home sits on 
a rare triple lot that’s nearly 12,200 square feet. The home 
is on the north side of the Ninth Avenue footpath and was 
built in 1953.

Allen represented the seller and said he was bound by a 
non-disclosure agreement regarding what the asking price 

See SCENIC page 24A
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Hundreds of cars, 
thousands of spectators 
and millions of dollars 
for auctions and charities


