
T r u s T e d  b y  l o c a l s  a n d  l o v e d  b y  v i s i T o r s  s i n c e  1 9 1 5

The  Carmel  Pine  Cone
Volume 107  No. 30 www.carmelpinecone.com  July 23-29, 2021

Attention readers: Don’t forget that you can have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your tablet, laptop, PC or phone — with no banner ads, 
popups, click bait or paywalls. We also don’t harvest your data or make you create an account or password. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com.                                    

A rendering provided by Verizon shows how a new cell antenna will be 
disguised inside a grey smokestack on the roof of Sunset Center.

Workers install what looks like a red putting green on top of the pavement in the Sunset Center parking lot (left), but it’s actually a surface 
for performers at this weekend’s inaugural Carmel Dance Festival. Down the coast, Big Sur volunteer firefighters (right) will take a break 
from saving homes to play some games. See 10A for both stories.

from the historic character of the building, and no distinc-
tive features would be removed,” Waffle said. “Additional-
ly, the project would be located on a portion of the building 
that was altered in 2000 and will be installed on non-his-
toric roofing fabric.” 

She also noted it could be easily removed without hav-
ing an impact on the roof.

For the planning commission, Waffle determined the 

Verizon tower OK’d for Sunset Center roof
By MARY SCHLEY

AS ANTICIPATED, though after a little bit of kicking 
and screaming, the historic resources board and planning 
commission OK’d Verizon Wireless’ plans to install cel-
lular equipment on the roof of Sunset Center. The votes 
— 3-2 from the HRB and 3-1 from the planning com-
mission — came at a joint meeting Monday. Much of the 
equipment will be shielded from view, while the tower it-
self will be disguised as a grey smokestack that’s 4 feet tall 
and 14 inches in diameter.

Built in 1925 but renovated almost from the 
ground up nearly two decades ago, Sunset Center 
is on the National Register of Historic Places.

In her presentation on Verizon’s application, 
which was revised after the city rejected the com-
pany’s original bid to install five small cell sites in 
residential neighborhoods, senior planner Marnie 
Waffle recommended the historic resources board 
find the project consistent with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties, and that the planning commission ap-
prove it because it complies with the zoning code 
and general plan.

No damage to ‘historic character’
According to Waffle’s staff report, Verizon 

wants to add the tower to bolster the existing net-
work, which “is overloaded and no longer provides 
satisfactory service.”

Hired by the city, historical consultant Marga-
ret Clovis concluded the project would “not detract 

See ANTENNA page 13A

Weekend brings new dance fest, firefighters BBQ 

Restaurant fund brings 
huge amounts of cash 
to Peninsula businesses

By MARY SCHLEY

NEARLY 120 restaurants and other food-and-drink-
related businesses on the Monterey Peninsula received 
$53.4 million in taxpayers’ money through the Small Busi-
ness Administration’s Restaurant Revitalization Fund, ac-
cording to data released by the federal agency this month, 
and many of those had already gotten tax-free income via 
the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Program.

The fund earmarked nearly $29 billion for restaurants 
across the country through President Joe Biden’s Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act, and payouts were based on the dif-
ference between their 2019 gross receipts and their gross 
revenues in 2020, minus any PPP money. 

The biggest beneficiaries
Topping the local list of recipients of federal subsidies 

was Aqua Terra Culinary catering, which shuttered its 
Pacific Grove operations last year and is now apparently 
operating as TerraMar Catering. Aqua Terra Culinary Inc. 
was given $3,313,398 to make up for pandemic losses af-
ter receiving $446,183 in the first round of Paycheck Pro-
tection Program payouts and $308,917 in the second. No 

See CASH page 17A

Very few vaccinated 
people getting sick
n Still no surge, health officer says

By KELLY NIX

AMID WIDESPREAD publicity about a surge of 
coronavirus cases across the country, only a minuscule 
number of infections have occurred among Monterey 
County residents who are vaccinated, according to data 
provided to The Pine Cone. At Community Hospital, not a 
single vaccinated person has been hospitalized for Covid 
since the beginning of the year, a spokeswoman said.

On Monday, county health officer Dr. Ed Moreno rec-
ommended everyone — even those who are vaccinated — 
wear masks indoors at public places. 

Few hospitalizations
But while the highly contagious and heavily publicized 

Delta variant is believed to be generally causing more in-
fections, it hasn’t led to a big jump in the number of cases 
in Monterey County. Case and positivity rates are higher, 
and there has been a slight increase in hospitalizations, to 
a total of 13 countywide.

Moreno said this week that the bump in infections is 

See VACCINATED page 18A

distance learning as infections rise and fall and quaran-
tines come and go has been the most detrimental factor for 
students during the pandemic, and masks will help prevent 
that from happening again when school starts in a couple 
of weeks. Wearing masks also means there’s no need for 
physical distancing, and that allows students and teachers 
to be together in classrooms as they should be.

Get the shot, mask up
According to the state, the “surest path to safe and full 

in-person instruction” includes “vaccination for all eligi-
ble individuals,” “universal masking” and “access to a ro-
bust Covid-19 testing program.” 

The steps are also the best way to have a semblance of 
normalcy in schools this year, according to Knight.

“We are looking forward to what should look like a 
very traditional school year, except with masks,” he said. 
“And I think the average parent would rather have a tradi-
tional school year with masks, rather than be unmasked 
and have kids sent home, and classes and cohorts closed, 
and schools closed.”

His reasoning was backed by Natividad Medical Cen-
ter Chief of Family Medicine Dr. Melissa Nothnagle, who 
spoke during a Tuesday town hall organized by the hospital 

Masks will be the norM when schools reopen
By MARY SCHLEY

KIDS AND adults will have to wear masks when 
they’re indoors on Carmel Unified School District cam-
puses after classes resume Aug. 9, new superintendent Ted 
Knight announced this week, though they’ll be allowed 
to remove them when outside. The masking rules follow 
guidance released by the California Department of Public 
Health earlier this month.

“We’re following CDPH guidelines, and in my opinion, 
the best way to make sure that kids are going to stay in 
school and not be pulled out is to mask them,” he told The 
Pine Cone Wednesday. “That’s what the experts are telling 
us.”

Knight said the yo-yo between in-person school and 

See MASKS page 14A

Opposition rises 
to C.V. car event 

By CHRIS COUNTS

THREE CLUBS dedicated to German car enthusiasts 
are planning to bring the Legends of the Autobahn con-
cours event to Carmel Valley Village for the first time Aug. 
14. But some locals are pushing back against the size of 
the gathering, which would bring hundreds of cars to the 
village and could attract as many as 1,000 people.

Organizers received approval from the Carmel Valley 
Recreation and Park District to use Carmel Valley Com-
munity Park, pending approval of permits the county re-
quires, but the county told them they can’t use the airfield 
for parking because the land is zoned residential, which 
means a special permit would be required — a process that 
would take too long with the event just weeks away. 

Too big?
The event involves displaying 300 cars at two sites in 

the village — 175 would be presented in Carmel Valley 
Community Park, while the other 125 will be seen along 
Pilot Road and Del Fino Road.

Now in its 11th year, the all-German concours gath-
ering was previously held at Pasadera. It’s hosted by the 
BMW Car Club of America, the Mercedes-Benz Club of 

See CARS page 18A


