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In YourDreamsDreams
A celebration of the Carmel lifestyle … inside this week!

Heritage Society puts virus in history books

Coronavirus street art (left) at Camino Real and Ninth gives residents a none-too-subtle reminder to wear their face masks, while a 
96-year-old woman at Sunrise Assisted Living in Monterey makes sure she has hers on properly. Both images are part of an exhibit 
by the Carmel Heritage Society memorializing life during the pandemic on the Monterey Peninsula. See page 12A.
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County opens up, 
people toss masks
n Coming soon: Report card on 
officials’ handling of local epidemic 

By KELLY NIX

THE NEAR-PERFECT weather on the Monterey 
Peninsula this week coincided with the State of Califor-
nia’s removal of most coronavirus-related restrictions, 
which among other things allows fully vaccinated people 
to remove face coverings in most venues, such as shops, 
restaurants and at most events. Putting at least 6 feet be-
tween you and others is also no longer necessary.

The sense of freedom and favorable weather have been 
bringing droves of tourists to the Monterey Peninsula, 
which is good news for shops, restaurants and hotels and 
inns.

“We are almost at pre-pandemic levels in terms of 
occupancy and visitors to Pacific Grove,” Pacific Grove 
Chamber of Commerce President Moe Ammar told The 
Pine Cone Wednesday. 

While Ammar said restaurants are doing well, owners 
are struggling to find staff, which means they are limited 
in the number of people they can serve. Retail shops have 
been slower to recover than inns and restaurants, according 

Carmel Foundation planning July 1 reopening
By MARY SCHLEY

ONLINE TALKS and curbside lunches will soon 
make way for in-person classes and dining around tables 
at The Carmel Foundation, which shut down March 11, 
2020, a week before the county went into lockdown due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. CEO Holly Zoller said this 
week that the nonprofit hopes to reopen for its roughly 
3,000 members, all of whom are 55 or older, July 1.

More outdoors
“We have been doing a little ‘remodeling’ of our out-

door areas, and although they might not be fully completed 
by the time we are open, I think our members will be ex-
cited by all of the expanded outdoor seating areas we are 

Alfredo Campo delivers lunch to a Carmel Foundation member 
Thursday as the nonprofit prepares to resume indoor dining.
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CUSD employees get 
bonuses for Covid year

By MARY SCHLEY

TO ACKNOWLEDGE the extra work teachers, staff 
and administrators had to put in to keep kids learning 
during the pandemic, the Carmel Unified School District 
board unanimously voted last week to give most employ-
ees a $3,000 bonus and to pay principals and other admin-
istrators for 10 extra days of work. 

The payouts amount to more than $1.7 million. The dis-
trict’s total 2021-2022 budget, which is funded mostly by 
property taxes, totals more than $67.9 million.

‘Outstanding service’
The district’s human resources officer, Craig Chavez, 

recommended the bonuses “to acknowledge and hon-
or outstanding service by district employees during the 
Covid-19 global pandemic during the 2020-2021 school 
year.”

By issuing the onetime $3,000-per-person payments, 

See VIRUS page 19A

See CUSD page 21A

teenth organizers last year in spite of the pandemic, so I 
was a little surprised they didn’t contact us this year to 
tell us they were having an event,” city administrator Chip 
Rerig said Thursday.

No problem before
Last year, the community activities department wasn’t 

issuing event permits due to the epidemic, but officials 
gave the Juneteenth gathering their blessing and did not 
charge organizers the fees they would have normally had 
to pay.

Wednesday’s event in the park brought about 50 people 
and included amplified music, dancing and speeches. It 
marked the kickoff to a five-day celebration organized by 
a group called the Juneteenth Coalition. 

The lack of any notice caused parking problems down-

Juneteenth event at Devendorf had no permit
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER CITY officials worked closely with organiz-
ers to hold a Juneteenth celebration at Devendorf Park last 
year despite pandemic shutdowns and orders that forbade 
people from gathering, they were surprised when an event 
happened in the park Wednesday without any advance no-
tice — or the required permit.

“I thought we had a really good rapport with the June-

See EVENT page 20A

Palo Corona adding 
park dedicated to dogs 

By CHRIS COUNTS

A PORTION of the former Rancho Cañada Golf 
Club’s east course in Carmel Valley will be transformed 
into a dog park, the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park 
District confirmed this week. The land is part of Palo Co-
rona Regional Park.

Located along what was once the course’s 10th Fairway, 
the park will include two fenced areas — one for small 
dogs and another for larger ones.

Everybody wants one
In recent years, dog parks have gained popularity 

around the country because they offer people a chance to 
exercise their dogs without doing too much walking them-
selves. For owners who are older or disabled, such parks 
make it possible for their pooches to blow off some steam 
— and socialize with four-legged friends. 

“Everybody should be able to enjoy the outdoors,” said 
Norm Leve, one of four locals who have led the effort to 

See FOUNDATION page 17ASee DOG PARK page 20A


