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A priest, a newspaper tycoon and the Defense Department had some land
By ELAINE HESSER

MONTEREY COUNTY is 
big — at more than 3,000 square 
miles, it’s larger than Rhode Island 
and Delaware combined, and if 
you live in the Monterey Penin-
sula, there are undoubtedly parts 
of it you are barely aware of.

But about 25 miles inland from 
the south Big Sur coast — and 
accessible by Nacimiento-Fer-
gusson Road, when it’s open — 
is Fort Hunter Liggett, which 
celebrates its 80th birthday this 
year. Opened on Jan. 10, 1941, 
and named for Lt. Gen. Hunter 
Liggett, who served in the Span- See FORT page 16A

The Mission San Antonio de Padua (above) is on Fort Hunter Liggett, 
which celebrates its 80th birthday this year. Shortly after the base 
opened, soldiers are shown inside the mission.
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ish-American War and World War 
I, it sits at the southern end of the 
county, out of sight and, for most 
people, out of mind.

Nevertheless, the 165,000-
acre installation remains a hub of 
military activity, particularly from 
April through October. 

During those months, 
according to post commander 
Col. Charles Bell Jr., thousands 
of Army Reserve and California 
National Guard soldiers arrive for 
combat training.

He said that reservists come 
from all over the western United 

During the long pandemic hiatus, numerous gopher holes emerged on the baseball fields at 
Dampierre Park in Carmel Valley Village, where a youth league is preparing to resume play.

PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS

At dormant baseball fields, 
cutting the grass isn’t enough

See GOPHERS page 14A

n Youth league seeks safe ways to keep gophers out

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER A woman posted a 
message on a neighborhood app this 
week that her dog became very ill 
when it ate pellets to control gophers 
at Dampierre Park in Carmel Valley, 
Carmel Youth Baseball put out word 
that poisons will no longer be used to 
control the pesky rodents. 

“Carmel Youth Baseball is 
committed to environmentally friendly 
rodent control and has reiterated to 

our landscaping contractor to not use 
poison bait,” the league’s board told 
The Pine Cone. “The fields have seen 
generations of Monterey Peninsula 
kids, and we are proud to keep them 
safe and playable while making the 
smallest impression on the rest of the 
park.”

The Monterey Peninsula Regional 
Park District’s Caine Camarillo also 
responded to questions about the 

Booming $25.3M budget garners little scrutiny
By MARY SCHLEY

THE BUDGET hawks — and pretty 
much everyone else — stayed away from 
the Carmel City Council’s special meeting 
Tuesday on the proposed 2021-2022 
spending plan. Despite city administrator 
Chip Rerig’s pleas for “wire brushing,” no 
council members or constituents, few of 
whom spoke, took issue with any of the 
$25.3 million in expenses anticipated for 
the coming fiscal year or challenged the 
assumptions that taxes would bring in 
enough revenues to cover them.

“It’s a budget that’s based on innova-
tion, efficiency and customer service,” 
said Rerig, who characterized the plan, 

somewhat paradoxically, as “optimistic 
and cautious.”

The plan estimates total revenues of 
$25,319,177 in 2021-2022, and an equal 
amount in expenditures — far exceeding 
the 2020-2021 adopted budget of just 
$18,780,225 and coming in higher than 
any fiscal year before the pandemic. In 
2018-2019, revenues totaled just over $24 
million.

“We are producing a relatively conser-
vative budget here,” Rerig said.

Of the income forecast for the coming 
fiscal year, property taxes, lifted by the 
booming real estate market, represent 
about 30 percent, sales taxes are about 
27 percent, and hotel taxes are around 21 

percent, budgets and contracts director 
Sharon Friedrichsen said during her 
comprehensive presentation of the plan.

New jobs
Among the biggest changes is the 

addition of several new jobs, following a 
low in 2020-2021 due to layoffs because 
of the pandemic.

The plan calls for a new shared admin-
istrative coordinator who would spend 
half the time in city hall, a quarter time 
at public works and a quarter time at the 
police department, and also adds another 
part-time IT specialist, a part-time finance 

See BUDGET page 19A

DA pushes bAck on inmAte releAse 
By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY District 
Attorney Jeannine Pacioni wants the Cali-
fornia prison system to reverse new regu-
lations that would allow tens of thousands 
of violent criminals to be released early for 
good behavior.

Pacioni has joined 40 district attorneys 
in California in petitioning the secretary of 

See INMATES page 18A

the California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation to repeal temporary emer-
gency regulations that would permit about 
76,000 inmates — 63,000 of them convicted 
of violent crimes — to get out of prison early 
on good behavior credits. Among them are 
20,000 inmates serving life sentences with 
the possibility of parole.

“These regulations would result in the 
early release of some of California’s most 
violent criminals,” Pacioni said.

Designating prison overcrowding an 
“emergency” allowed the CDCR to make the 
sweeping changes without comment from the 
public, Pacioni said. Adopting the regula-
tions, according to CDCR secretary Kathleen 
Allison, was necessary to comply with the 
“direction outlined in the governor’s budget 
summary” presented in May 2020.

But Pacioni and the other DAs contend 
state law requires a description of why 
such emergency rulemaking procedures are 
required, yet “the CDCR secretary provided 
none.” 

“By invoking an emergency, the tradi-
tional regulatory scheme and transparent 
public comment period were bypassed,” 
according to a press release from her office.

The regulations, OK’d by the state Office 

Covid epidemic on the ropes
n Biden official says ‘we are 
winning the war,’ but county 
calls for masks until June 15

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY’S top doc this 
week said he “strongly supports” the State 
of California’s decision to extend for another 
month the requirement that people wear face 
coverings indoors and out — even though the 
case rate in the county is the lowest it’s been 
since very early in the pandemic and a White 
House advisor said this week the United States 
is “winning the war on the virus.”

Monterey County health officer Dr. Ed 
Moreno on Wednesday said he concurs with 
11 other San Francisco Bay area health 
officers in supporting the California Depart-
ment of Public Health’s move to continue with 
current mask guidance until June 15 — the 
date Gov. Gavin Newsom has set for the state 
to fully reopen its economy.  

Though Moreno didn’t explain in detail his 
reasoning behind backing mask-wearing until 
June 15, the idea seems to be that as more 
people are immunized in the weeks before 

See VIRUS page 17A

that date, masks won’t be as necessary as 
they are now in preventing the spread of the 
dangerous virus.

“This next month is our chance to further 
increase vaccination rates,” Moreno said.

Monterey County, which has about 
430,000 people, has had a mere 16 corona-

Appeals court OKs
Rancho Cañada

By CHRIS COUNTS

THREE YEARS after Monterey County 
Superior Court Judge Lydia Villarreal 
brought the Rancho Cañada Village housing 
project to a halt over concerns about envi-
ronmental impacts and low-income housing, 
and more than 17 years after the project was 
initially proposed, a three-judge panel with 
the California Sixth Appellate District this 
week reversed Villarreal’s decision, clearing 

See RANCHO page 12A


