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Summer camps for kids and grownups, and an
old running group reunites ... inside this week!
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Supes clash over ‘right to recall’
n Are workers being
left adrift, or are jobs
going begging?
By CHRIS COUNTS

A
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It’s almost normal. (Clockwise from top left) Carmel High School
girls show their enthusiasm for being back on campus, while their
classmates pay rapt attention in a now-unfamiliar setting: a classroom. Ecstatic River School kids wave at their principal, who’s behind the camera, and students at Tularcitos finally get to spend time
with their teacher.
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FTER A tense hearing that
saw workers and activists accuse the
hospitality industry of not rehiring
workers based on seniority now that
the pandemic is waning and business
is ramping up again — while others
contend the problem doesn’t exist and
there’s actually a shortage of workers
— the Monterey County Board of Supervisors agreed Tuesday to a “right
to recall” ordinance that would make
it easier for workers to sue employers
who don’t offer them their old jobs
back.
The ordinance only applies to enterprises in unincorporated areas like
Pebble Beach, Carmel Valley and Big
Sur, but many Monterey Peninsula business leaders were on hand to
speak out against it. It also only impacts hotels with 50 or more rooms
or 50 or more employees, along with

restaurants that are a part of such hotels.
The ordinance would protect employees who worked at least six out of
12 months prior to Jan. 31, 2020. It
requires workers to be rehired in order
of seniority.
An earlier draft of the ordinance
included requiring employers to retrain furloughed employees for other
jobs in case their original jobs were
no longer available, gave them the
right to sue for punitive damages, and
would have applied to free-standing
restaurants. But those provisions were
removed from the final version the supervisors agreed on.
The supervisors plan to finalize the
ordinance at their next meeting, which
is set for April 27.
The hearing came just four days
after Gov. Gavin Newsom signed SB
93, a new state “rehiring and retention” law, which requires employers
in certain industries to make written
job offers to employees who were let
go due to the pandemic.
See JOBS page 16A

Asian leaders, Panetta to
address rally to protest ‘hate’
By KELLY NIX

A

n Kids back in droves
By MARY SCHLEY

A

LL THE campuses in the Carmel Unified
School District welcomed students back full
time this week for the first time in more than
a year, and interim superintendent Trisha Dellis
said Wednesday night that most of the kids have
chosen to spend the last seven weeks of the academic year in their classrooms rather than at
home.
At Pacific Grove public schools, which implemented a hybrid format with alternating
groups learning in the classroom and at home a
couple of weeks ago, a little over two-thirds of
the students are back on campus, according to
administrators.
‘A long journey’
“We know it’s been a long journey,” Dellis
said during the April 21 CUSD board of education meeting. “We started out more than a year
ago with everything completely shuttered.”

Of the total 2,285 students enrolled in Carmel Unified schools, about 20 percent have chosen to continue learning from home. According
to statistics Dellis shared at the board meeting,
86 percent of the kids at Captain Cooper Elementary in Big Sur are in the classroom, while
87 percent of River School students are. At Tularcitos and Carmel Middle schools, 84 percent
of the kids have returned.
See SCHOOL page 11A

COALITION of leaders from
Monterey County’s Asian and Pacific
Islander communities have called for
a rally in front of Monterey’s Colton
Hall this weekend to protest hate
crimes against Asians — several of
which have occurred in the Monterey
Peninsula in the past year.
The 11 a.m. rally on April 24 in
Monterey will oppose “the rise in racism against and attacks on members
of the Asian-American and Pacific Islander communities,” organizers said.

Democratic Rep. Jimmy Panetta
and numerous Asian-American residents and community leaders are
planning to speak, including Larry
Oda, past national president of the
Japanese American Citizens League.
Oda told The Pine Cone he will focus
on contributions made by Japanese
Americans.
“We have been trying to show we
are good Americans and contributing
to the economy and to our community,
and we are still being targeted,” Oda
See HATE page 27A

No surge yet, but demand for vaccine starts to wane
By KELLY NIX

D

ESPITE MONTEREY County
residents being closer to friends, family and strangers than they have been in
more than a year thanks to easing of business and social restrictions, there still has
not been a post-winter surge of Covid-19
cases here. And with the coronavirus infection rate so low, the county is looking

toward moving into the least restrictive
reopening tier.
On Tuesday, the Monterey County
Health Department reported just 92 new
coronavirus cases during the past week,
with no new cases in Carmel, Carmel
Valley, Big Sur, Pebble Beach and Pacific
Grove. About 43,300 people in the county, which has about 440,000 residents,
have tested positive for the virus.

Asked why the county hasn’t had a
coronavirus surge yet, county health officer Dr. Ed Moreno didn’t have a clearcut answer. However, he noted the prevalence of what’s known as the West Coast
or California variant, a coronavirus strain
that is the dominant variant in the state
and county.
See VIRUS page 14A

Caltrans set to reopen Highway 1 at Rat Creek much sooner than expected
By CHRIS COUNTS

J

UST THREE months after a fierce
winter storm took a bite out of Highway 1
at Rat Creek — and way ahead of schedule
— the popular scenic route is set to reopen
between Carmel and Cambria Friday at
noon. A ribbon-cutting ceremony is set for
11:30 a.m.
“Reopening Highway 1 at Rat Creek
less than three months after a washout of
this magnitude is great news for residents,
recreationalists, business owners and those
who move goods through this region,” Caltrans Director Toks Omishakin said. “Cal-

trans has been focused on the emergency
work needed to increase the resiliency of
this highway section to extreme weather,
and the fixes made will allow for safe travel.”
Supervisor Mary Adams told The Pine
Cone that the reopening of the highway offers a big boost to “employers and employees up and down the coast,” and she plans
to be at the ceremony.
“I am so thankful for Caltrans being
able to complete it as early as they did,”
Adams said. “They showed great leadSee HIGHWAY page 27A
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Photos of Highway 1 at Rat Creek in Big Sur show the progress Caltrans made between late January
(left) and this week (right). The road was closed for nearly three months due to storm damage.
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