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Restaurants reopen to scores of happy but cautious customers
By MARY SCHLEY, CHRIS COUNTS and KELLY NIX

STEEP DECLINES in coronavirus infections and in-
creased vaccination rates moved Monterey County into the 
Red Tier this week, prompting restaurant owners through-
out the Peninsula and down the coast to fling open their 
doors and welcome diners inside for the first time since 
early last July.

Many reported immediate upticks in business and ex-
pressed cautious optimism, especially as they and more 
of their employees and customers receive vaccinations 
against coronavirus.

Busy town gets busier
Gabe Georis, owner of Pescadero restaurant and ad-

jacent Barmel, and who is now overseeing La Bicyclette 
following the recent passing of his father, Gaston Georis, 
reopened his two restaurants for indoor dining at 25 per-
cent capacity Wednesday and said he saw 30 percent more 
business than when people could only eat outside. La Bi-
cyclette will reopen to interior seating Friday.

Georis has already hired about a half-dozen more peo-
ple to work at Barmel and Pescadero, in light of the re-
opening, and brought three or four former workers back 
to La Bicyclette, which has managed to stay busier and 
therefore didn’t require as much ramping up.

See DINING page 14A
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(Clockwise from top left) Dametra, Mulligan and A.W. Shucks welcomed diners inside Wednesday for the first time in more than eight 
months, thanks to the county’s move from the highly restrictive Purple Tier to the less restrictive Red. Vaccinations, like the one city admin-
istrator Chip Rerig received Wednesday morning (see page 11A), are helping to curb infections.

State prisons may be 
at herd immunity

By KELLY NIX

THE COMBINATION of a widespread vaccination 
program and large numbers of coronavirus infections 
among inmates at one state prison in Monterey County has 
the facility near the threshold for herd immunity, accord-
ing to California Department of Corrections and Rehabil-
itation data.

The state prison system reported Wednesday that in the 
past two weeks there were only three dozen new coronavi-
rus cases among inmates at all of California’s 35 correc-
tional institutions — a stunning decline from the 10,617 
cases the CDCR reported over a 14-day period in late De-
cember.

At least 70 percent
Because so many California prisoners have been infect-

ed, and more recently, vaccinated, one-fifth of the state’s 
prisons have reached the herd immunity threshold, CDCR 
data indicates. Many experts say that at least 70 percent of 
a population needs to be immune to halt the spread of the 

to the introduction and passage of several critical pieces 
of legislation, we are unable to provide the thoughtful an-

Panetta silent as border situation worsens 
By KELLY NIX

CONGRESSMAN JIMMY Panetta this week de-
clined to answer questions about the immigration emer-
gency at the southwest border of the United States, which 
saw more than 100,000 migrants cross into the country in 
February, according to U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion.

Media reports say about 6,000 people are arriving at 
the southern border each day — many of them hoping to 
claim asylum, which could get them instant legal status 
in the United States and access to jobs and a panoply of 
taxpayer-funded benefits.

Overflowing
The Pine Cone sent numerous questions to Panetta — 

through communications director Sarah Cronin — about 
the current challenges at the southern border. But the 
Democratic representative, who was highly critical of for-
mer President Donald Trump’s immigration policies, did 
not answer them. Instead, Cronin emailed The Pine Cone 
late Thursday morning — five business days after the 
newspaper submitted the questions.

“Given a busy congressional schedule this week due 
Rep. Jimmy Panetta tours a migrant facility in Mexico in January 
2020, when President Donald Trump was in office. 
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Army Corps of Engineers allowed them to. She suggested 
the work could have been done with hand tools overnight.

Owen also said the county did not set up pumps along 
the edge of the lagoon before the storm arrived.

“They should have been in operation Wednesday eve-
ning when the rain started coming down heavily,” said 
Owen. “They didn’t set up the first pump until 4:44 a.m.”

She took issue with the county’s contention that it was 
monitoring the area for flooding all night. “Our security 
cameras don’t show them monitoring our sandbag wall 
until 3:33 a.m., after the street had already flooded,” said 
Owen, whose family has had a home along River Park 
Place since 1971.

Homeowner blasts county for flood response 
By CHRIS COUNTS

SEVEN WEEKS after at least a dozen homes were 
flooded along the edge of Carmel River Lagoon, resident 
Katie Owen blamed the county for more than $2 million in 
damage to homes and more than $20 million in lost prop-
erty values due to flooding Jan. 28. Her own home was hit 
with $150,000 in damages, she said.

“The county did so many things wrong,” said Owen, 
who made a lengthy presentation during an online public 
meeting March 11. She called the county’s response to the 
inundation “incredibly slow.”

Where were the pumps?
The flooding began around 2 a.m., with homes along 

Camino Real, River Park Place and Monte Verde Street 
sustaining the worst damage. Just days earlier, Monterey 
County Public Works had cut a channel in the Carmel Riv-
er Lagoon sandbar to help lower the water level in the la-
goon in anticipation of heavy rain.

But Owen contends that county workers didn’t create a 
deep enough channel even though the permit issued by the 

See FLOOD page 13A

Tourism group proposes 
name change for airport 
n ‘Carmel-Monterey Regional Airport’

By KELLY NIX

A CARMEL tourism group has proposed changing 
the name of the Monterey Regional Airport — as it’s cur-
rently known — to the Carmel-Monterey Regional Air-
port, according to a proposal to the airport district’s board 
of directors this week.

Representatives for the group, Visit Carmel, which is 
funded by hotel and restaurant customers, showed Mon-
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