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HEALTHYLifestylesLifestyles Fighting addiction, improving immunity, and 
avoiding drug interactions ... inside this week!

If all goes according to plan, the washout along Highway 1 in Big 
Sur could be repaired by early summer, and motorists will again 
be able to travel between the Monterey Peninsula and San Sime-
on. For now, work crews are still busy clearing and leveling the site.

PHOTO/CALTRANS

n Work could be completed 
‘by summer,’ agency says

By CHRIS COUNTS

A MONTH after a strong winter storm triggered a 
slide that wiped out a 150-foot section of Highway 1 about 
2 miles south of Esalen, Caltrans has a plan for fixing it, 
and the state roads agency said the world-famous route 
through Big Sur could reopen by early summer.

“After assessing the damage, removing debris and mak-
ing minor repairs, Caltrans will reconnect the roadway 
with an enhanced fill option,” the agency reported Thurs-
day. “We will fill the canyon with dirt in a large V-shape 
and construct a new road on top of the fill.”

Caltrans director Toks Omishakin said crews have been 
busy clearing debris and assessing damage at the site, and 
they will begin emergency construction on a new stretch 
of highway March 1. “Highway 1 is an iconic roadway that 
connects travelers with small businesses on the Central 
Coast, and we’re focused on restoring travel on this section 
by early summer,” Omishakin said.

With minimal level ground to navigate, five excavators 
on the scene removed rock, mud and debris. “It’s like a 
ballet of excavators,” Kevin Drabinski of Caltrans told The 
Pine Cone. “They’re working together to dig out at least 
40 feet of debris.”

Caltrans unveils $11.5M plan to reopen HigHway 1 

See HIGHWAY page 15A

Monterey County 
to get lots more 
vaccine, state says
n Desperate supervisors ask 
out-of-county hospitals to share doses

By KELLY NIX

A DAY after county supervisors said they would ask 
chain hospitals such as Kaiser and Sutter to give some of 
their vaccine doses to Monterey County, where the supply 
has been much lower, the state announced it was dramat-
ically upping the number for Monterey County and other 
parts of the state that have lots of agricultural workers.

On Wednesday, the state Department of Public Health 
said Monterey County is to receive 10,600 vaccine doses 
this week — more than double last week’s supply of 4,950. 

The vaccine increase will continue, 5th District Super-
visor Mary Adams told The Pine Cone.

“It’s going to keep going up,” Adams said of the coun-
ty’s vaccine supply.

Monterey County is one of 10 that state health officials 
said would receive extra vaccine for farmworkers. Those 
counties are receiving a combined 70,000 more this week 
than the previous week, with Monterey County getting the 
second highest number after Tulare County.

Other counties that don’t have prominent ag industries, 
such as Sacramento, are to receive fewer vaccines, accord-
ing to the state.

Begging for more
The sudden announcement of the increase came a 

day after Monterey County supervisors said they would 
send letters to Kaiser Permanente, Sutter Health, Dignity 
Health and other chain hospitals requesting vaccines, since 
they get more allocations from the state than the four non-
chain hospitals in Monterey County do.  

District 4 Supervisor Wendy Root Askew said the letter 
would ask the hospitals “if they would be willing to share 
some of their allocation with us locally, or even come 

After attending her last meeting as a city council member in April 
2004, Livingston was honored for her 12 years in office. But her 
service to the community didn’t stop there.
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Livingston dies at 92 after half-century of service
By MARY SCHLEY

A WOMAN who single-handedly impacted the char-
acter of Carmel-by-the-Sea through her strong voice, de-
votion to preservation, and political activism died at home 
early Tuesday morning. Barbara Livingston, a 12-year city 
council member and key figure in several community or-
ganizations, was 92.

“To talk about Barbara means talking about Carmel’s 
history,” said former Mayor Sue McCloud, who was often 

at odds with Livingston politically but also collaborated 
with her — including organizing the city’s centennial in 
2016 — and had known her since childhood.

“Her passion and dedication were unsurpassed,” said 
councilman Bobby Richards, who has frequently said he 
was proud to earn Livingston’s support since taking office 
more than four years ago. “I will miss her upbraiding as 
well as her praise.”

‘A loss for words’
“The loss is so close that I’m at a loss for words, for a 

change,” commented city administrator Chip Rerig, who 
knew Livingston for decades, beginning with when he first 
came to work for the city’s planning department more than 

See BARBARA page 16A

See VACCINE page 11A

Besides putting up fences and enclosures, state parks 
contracts with a company that uses depredation permits to 
kill ravens that are hungry for plovers.

Ravens aren’t the only danger plovers face. There’s been 
a dramatic uptick in the number of people encroaching on 
their breeding grounds. Researchers also worry about how 
they will fare if rising sea levels reduce the sandy habitat 
they favor.

The western snowy plover can be found between Wash-
ington and Baja California. Nearly 30 years ago, research-
ers set a goal of expanding the local population of breed-

Hungry ravens pose new threat to tiny plovers
By CHRIS COUNTS

A SMALL seashore bird that lays its eggs and rais-
es its chicks on the sandy beaches along Monterey Bay, 
the western snowy plover contends with many obstacles in 
its quest for survival, but none poses a greater immediate 
threat than a natural predator and recent arrival to their 
habitat, the common raven.

Crows have long been found in Monterey County, but 
they largely leave plovers alone. Ravens, though, turned 
up locally only about a dozen years ago, and researchers 
quickly recognized the danger they pose to plovers, which 
are listed as a threatened species by the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service and a species of special concern by 
the State of California.

Eating birds and their eggs
Larger than crows and often seen in pairs, ravens have 

frequently been caught snatching up plovers and raiding 
their nests for eggs with deadly efficiency. Researchers 
also find their footprints in the sand where nests have been 
attacked.

So what can researchers do to save plovers from ra-
vens? Amy Palkovic, an environmental scientist for Cal-
ifornia State Parks, told The Pine Cone that her agency 
uses an array of tools and strategies, including lethal and 
non-lethal means, to reduce the threat ravens pose.

See PLOVERS page 14A

A tiny seashore bird that is listed as threatened faces many chal-
lenges trying to survive, including a scary new one.
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Restaurant owner Gaston Georis dies after 
battling liver cancer. See page 9A.


