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Thoughts on tax returns, reverse mortgages and real estate 
from local pros ... inside this week!

Delicate surgery gives owl another chance at life after collision with car

By KELLY NIX

A SMALL owl that was blind-
ed in one eye after being struck by 
vehicle in Corral de Tierra late 
last year has been released back 
into the wild after undergoing sur-
gery for his injuries, the SPCA for 
Monterey County said. 

The driver of the vehicle was on 
Avenida Principal Nov. 30 when 
he said he heard something “loud 
and hard” hit the passenger side 
of his vehicle. Figuring a neigh-
borhood kid had hit his car with a 
rock, the man made a U-turn. He 
found no kids, but discovered a 
small injured Western screech owl See OWL page 20A

SPCA vet tech Marissa Jacky holds an owl (above) to get it ready for eye 
surgery after he was struck by a car in Corral de Tierra. The photo at right 
shows the bird and his injured eye, which has since healed.
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in the gutter, unable to move. He 
brought the bird to the SPCA the 
next morning.

“When the owl arrived at the 
SPCA Wildlife Center, he was 
squinting both eyes and his right 
pupil was misshapen,” SPCA 
spokeswoman Beth Brookhouser 
said, crediting the man who helped 
the owl. “The eye was also bloody 
and swollen, and he had blood in 
his mouth.”

There was major damage to the 
bird’s eye, including a detached 
retina and scarring, and he was 
blind in the eye as a result. The 

The last of the huge eucalyptus that grew on this San Antonio Avenue property have been 
removed to make way for new landscaping. At least 17 native trees will be planted to 
replace them. Meanwhile, the owners of a house at the other end of town were fined for 
cutting down two pittosporum because they didn’t get a permit.
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Eucalyptus out, pittosporum in 

See TREES page 10A

n Tree clearing opens up grand view but 
removal of large shrubs brings $4,700 fine

By MARY SCHLEY

THE WELCOME wagon was out 
at last week’s forest and beach com-
mission when the new owners of a 
home at Junipero and 13th were hit 
with stiff penalties for removing three 
pittosporum shrubs on their property 
without a permit.

Pittosporum may be non-native, 
invasive and little better than weeds, 
but they can grow up to 30 feet tall, 

and they fall under the city’s strict or-
dinances to protect trees — something 
Vivian Price and Susanne Davis said 
they didn’t know when they closed 
escrow last October and set about try-
ing to improve not only the rundown 
house but its dingy backyard, which 
had several oaks and a pine but also 
plastic grass and the pittosporum. 

Even if their mistake was innocent, 

P.G. caps food delivery fees to help restaurants
By KELLY NIX

COMPANIES SUCH as Uber Eats 
and DoorDash will be limited in the 
amount they can charge Pacific Grove 
restaurants for delivering food, according 
to an ordinance approved Wednesday by 
the seven-member city council.

The temporary ordinance — which the 
council passed at the behest of the P.G. 
Chamber of Commerce — makes it un-
lawful for food delivery services to charge 
restaurants fees that total more than 15 
percent, while the big delivery services 
now charge restaurants as much as 30 per-

cent per order.  
“Capping the delivery service charges 

on delivery or pick-up orders while restau-
rants are unable to provide unrestricted 
dine-in service will ease the economic 
hardship for these essential service pro-
viders and increase access to restaurant 
foods for the general public, all while not 
unduly burdening third-party, app-based 
delivery platforms,” according to a re-
portby Pacific Grove City Manager Ben 
Harvey.

Though food delivery apps can help 
sales, especially in areas such as Monte-
rey County where indoor and outdoor din-

ing are banned because of Covid-19 lock-
downs, delivery companies’ fees can have 
a big effect on restaurants’ bottom lines.

Chamber of commerce president Moe 
Ammar, who spearheaded the delivery fee 
cap, provided Harvey with similar exam-
ples of ordinances in San Francisco, Santa 
Clara and Gilroy.

“Restaurants are struggling,” Ammar 
told The Pine Cone this week. “Most are 
operating at 20 percent of normal busi-
ness. They need all the help they can get. 
It would be extremely helpful to cap the 

See FEES page 30A

Council may open parklets to picnics 
By MARY SCHLEY

WHILE TWO council members flatly 
oppose the idea of letting people picnic in 
the city’s numerous parklets, they were out-
numbered by their two counterparts and 
Mayor Dave Potter during a special meeting 
Wednesday night. The slim majority didn’t 
give restaurants the go-ahead to set up ta-
bles and chairs outside, though, instead put-

See PICNICS page 31A

ting off the decision until their Feb. 2 regular 
meeting.

In mid-December, when the county and 
state imposed the most recent shelter-in-
place order due to dwindling ICU capacity, 
restaurants were required to shut down all 
in-person dining and offer only takeout, as 
they did when the first stay-home order was 
imposed 10 months ago.

But many of the people ordering food to 
go from downtown restaurants are not tak-
ing it home or to their cars or hotel rooms. 
Instead, they’re setting up their disposable 
containers of food and drinks on curbs, rail-
ings, tree stumps, benches — even cars and 
the tops of garbage cans — to eat, and then 
leaving a lot of garbage behind.

To help remedy these problems, and to 
help businesses in the process, city admin-
istrator Chip Rerig and acting planning di-
rector Marnie Waffle presented the possibil-
ity Jan. 20 that restaurant owners might put 
tables and chairs in their parklets so people 
could “picnic.”

If the council liked the idea, they said, the 
restaurant owners would have to continue 
to have liability insurance on their outdoor 

County still has small amount of vaccine 
n Not getting parity with 
other parts of state

By KELLY NIX

THE AMOUNT of coronavirus vaccine 
continues to trickle in to Monterey County, 
but there’s still not enough to start immu-
nizing the general public, including those 65 
years and older who aren’t in assisted living 
facilities, according to information this week 
from the county health officer.

Dr. Ed Moreno told news reporters 
Wednesday that the county has been allocated 
a total of 31,525 doses — still a small portion 
of what’s needed to give two shots apiece to 
the county’s roughly 450,000 residents. 

Late last week, 24,150 doses had been re-
ceived, but less than half had been adminis-
tered, county officials said.

The county — which makes up 1.15 per-
cent of the state’s population — is getting 
fewer doses than other parts of the state, and 
has received only .74 percent of the state’s 
4,112,400 doses, according to data from the 
California Department of Public Health. 

What few doses are available are being giv-
en to people in Phase 1a, the first group, which 

See VACCINE page 20A

includes healthcare workers, and seniors in 
nursing homes and assisted-living and resi-
dential care facilities.

Offering a possible reason why Monte-
rey County is getting less vaccine than oth-
er areas of the state, Moreno said California 

Seniors enthusiastic 
about immunizations 

By KELLY NIX

WHILE MOST people in Monterey 
County eagerly wait to be vaccinated — but 
have no idea when that will be — there’s a 
vigorous effort underway on the Monterey 
Peninsula to immunize seniors in assist-
ed-living and residential care facilities.

Although California has prioritized those 
65 and older to be vaccinated, people in that 
group who live independently will still have 
to wait to be inoculated because of the inad-

See SENIORS page 11A


