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Thoughts on tax returns, reverse mortgages and real estate 
from local pros ... inside this week!

Delicate surgery gives owl another chance at life after collision with car

By KELLY NIX

A SMALL owl that was blind-
ed in one eye after being struck by 
vehicle in Corral de Tierra late 
last year has been released back 
into the wild after undergoing sur-
gery for his injuries, the SPCA for 
Monterey County said. 

The driver of the vehicle was on 
Avenida Principal Nov. 30 when 
he said he heard something “loud 
and hard” hit the passenger side 
of his vehicle. Figuring a neigh-
borhood kid had hit his car with a 
rock, the man made a U-turn. He 
found no kids, but discovered a 
small injured Western screech owl See OWL page 20A

SPCA vet tech Marissa Jacky holds an owl (above) to get it ready for eye 
surgery after he was struck by a car in Corral de Tierra. The photo at right 
shows the bird and his injured eye, which has since healed.

PHOTOS/MONTEREY COUNTY SPCA

in the gutter, unable to move. He 
brought the bird to the SPCA the 
next morning.

“When the owl arrived at the 
SPCA Wildlife Center, he was 
squinting both eyes and his right 
pupil was misshapen,” SPCA 
spokeswoman Beth Brookhouser 
said, crediting the man who helped 
the owl. “The eye was also bloody 
and swollen, and he had blood in 
his mouth.”

There was major damage to the 
bird’s eye, including a detached 
retina and scarring, and he was 
blind in the eye as a result. The 

The last of the huge eucalyptus that grew on this San Antonio Avenue property have been 
removed to make way for new landscaping. At least 17 native trees will be planted to 
replace them. Meanwhile, the owners of a house at the other end of town were fined for 
cutting down two pittosporum because they didn’t get a permit.

PHOTO/MICHAEL TROUTMAN, DMT IMAGING

Eucalyptus out, pittosporum in 

See TREES page 10A

n Tree clearing opens up grand view but 
removal of large shrubs brings $4,700 fine

By MARY SCHLEY

THE WELCOME wagon was out 
at last week’s forest and beach com-
mission when the new owners of a 
home at Junipero and 13th were hit 
with stiff penalties for removing three 
pittosporum shrubs on their property 
without a permit.

Pittosporum may be non-native, 
invasive and little better than weeds, 
but they can grow up to 30 feet tall, 

and they fall under the city’s strict or-
dinances to protect trees — something 
Vivian Price and Susanne Davis said 
they didn’t know when they closed 
escrow last October and set about try-
ing to improve not only the rundown 
house but its dingy backyard, which 
had several oaks and a pine but also 
plastic grass and the pittosporum. 

Even if their mistake was innocent, 

P.G. caps food delivery fees to help restaurants
By KELLY NIX

COMPANIES SUCH as Uber Eats 
and DoorDash will be limited in the 
amount they can charge Pacific Grove 
restaurants for delivering food, according 
to an ordinance approved Wednesday by 
the seven-member city council.

The temporary ordinance — which the 
council passed at the behest of the P.G. 
Chamber of Commerce — makes it un-
lawful for food delivery services to charge 
restaurants fees that total more than 15 
percent, while the big delivery services 
now charge restaurants as much as 30 per-

cent per order.  
“Capping the delivery service charges 

on delivery or pick-up orders while restau-
rants are unable to provide unrestricted 
dine-in service will ease the economic 
hardship for these essential service pro-
viders and increase access to restaurant 
foods for the general public, all while not 
unduly burdening third-party, app-based 
delivery platforms,” according to a re-
portby Pacific Grove City Manager Ben 
Harvey.

Though food delivery apps can help 
sales, especially in areas such as Monte-
rey County where indoor and outdoor din-

ing are banned because of Covid-19 lock-
downs, delivery companies’ fees can have 
a big effect on restaurants’ bottom lines.

Chamber of commerce president Moe 
Ammar, who spearheaded the delivery fee 
cap, provided Harvey with similar exam-
ples of ordinances in San Francisco, Santa 
Clara and Gilroy.

“Restaurants are struggling,” Ammar 
told The Pine Cone this week. “Most are 
operating at 20 percent of normal busi-
ness. They need all the help they can get. 
It would be extremely helpful to cap the 

See FEES page 30A

Council may open parklets to picnics 
By MARY SCHLEY

WHILE TWO council members flatly 
oppose the idea of letting people picnic in 
the city’s numerous parklets, they were out-
numbered by their two counterparts and 
Mayor Dave Potter during a special meeting 
Wednesday night. The slim majority didn’t 
give restaurants the go-ahead to set up ta-
bles and chairs outside, though, instead put-

See PICNICS page 31A

ting off the decision until their Feb. 2 regular 
meeting.

In mid-December, when the county and 
state imposed the most recent shelter-in-
place order due to dwindling ICU capacity, 
restaurants were required to shut down all 
in-person dining and offer only takeout, as 
they did when the first stay-home order was 
imposed 10 months ago.

But many of the people ordering food to 
go from downtown restaurants are not tak-
ing it home or to their cars or hotel rooms. 
Instead, they’re setting up their disposable 
containers of food and drinks on curbs, rail-
ings, tree stumps, benches — even cars and 
the tops of garbage cans — to eat, and then 
leaving a lot of garbage behind.

To help remedy these problems, and to 
help businesses in the process, city admin-
istrator Chip Rerig and acting planning di-
rector Marnie Waffle presented the possibil-
ity Jan. 20 that restaurant owners might put 
tables and chairs in their parklets so people 
could “picnic.”

If the council liked the idea, they said, the 
restaurant owners would have to continue 
to have liability insurance on their outdoor 

County still has small amount of vaccine 
n Not getting parity with 
other parts of state

By KELLY NIX

THE AMOUNT of coronavirus vaccine 
continues to trickle in to Monterey County, 
but there’s still not enough to start immu-
nizing the general public, including those 65 
years and older who aren’t in assisted living 
facilities, according to information this week 
from the county health officer.

Dr. Ed Moreno told news reporters 
Wednesday that the county has been allocated 
a total of 31,525 doses — still a small portion 
of what’s needed to give two shots apiece to 
the county’s roughly 450,000 residents. 

Late last week, 24,150 doses had been re-
ceived, but less than half had been adminis-
tered, county officials said.

The county — which makes up 1.15 per-
cent of the state’s population — is getting 
fewer doses than other parts of the state, and 
has received only .74 percent of the state’s 
4,112,400 doses, according to data from the 
California Department of Public Health. 

What few doses are available are being giv-
en to people in Phase 1a, the first group, which 

See VACCINE page 20A

includes healthcare workers, and seniors in 
nursing homes and assisted-living and resi-
dential care facilities.

Offering a possible reason why Monte-
rey County is getting less vaccine than oth-
er areas of the state, Moreno said California 

Seniors enthusiastic 
about immunizations 

By KELLY NIX

WHILE MOST people in Monterey 
County eagerly wait to be vaccinated — but 
have no idea when that will be — there’s a 
vigorous effort underway on the Monterey 
Peninsula to immunize seniors in assist-
ed-living and residential care facilities.

Although California has prioritized those 
65 and older to be vaccinated, people in that 
group who live independently will still have 
to wait to be inoculated because of the inad-

See SENIORS page 11A
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

HE DIDN’T really want a dog, but his fiancée re-
ally did. And she’d already picked out just the one 
— a tiny Brussels Griffon mini Australian shepherd 
mix who, despite being the runt of the litter, was 
the only one who had survived.

What’s a guy to do? His grandmother had ac-
quired the little dog from a tenant but had no plans 
to keep him. He was clearly outvoted by everyone 
but the cat, who was considerably larger than the 
puppy at the time.

Otis, an homage to his persons’ affinity for sing-
er Otis Redding, is a pandemic puppy. At 7 months 
old, he is finally bigger than Curtis, a Maine coon, 
whom the Australian shepherd in Otis tries to herd.

“Otis chases the cat and jumps over him like a 
sheep leaping over the moon,” his person said. “I 
worried that Curtis would scratch Otis, but he most-
ly tries to steer clear of him. I actually think they’re 
finding a way to become friends.”

Although Otis is growing up in Saratoga, his 
couple came here for a little coronavirus-careful 
getaway. 

“It was his first trip to Carmel, and basically his 
first visit to the beach,” his person said. “We took 
him to Carmel Beach every day. We love that he 
could run off leash with the other dogs, and he 
loved playing with the seaweed.”

Otis also cavorted in the ocean, his long, skinny 
legs enabling him to run through the surf without 
his little belly getting wet. 

“We picked up a copy of The Carmel Pine Cone 
in town, so now we’ll get it online,” his person said. 
“Every other person has a dog here. I love that it’s 
so welcoming to dogs.”

Just before the trio left town, they walked by the 
legendary dog-friendly Cypress Inn, admiring the 
architecture and wondering what it’s like inside. 
Next time, Otis, next time.

Next time, Otis

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

A New Year, A New You!

Gift Certificates are available! 
Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment; All 
treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your appointment 
by calling our offices today. All offers expire January 31, 2021.

Take the Opportunity to 
Pamper Yourself!                

Botox at $10.00 per unit, 
Juvederm®XC filler 1mL syringe at $700 each.

LIMELIGHT $300.00 per treatment, 
a $150 per treatment savings. 

Schedule a consultation about our new Micro-needling/RF 
(Radio Frequency) machine!  The results are amazing!

AFRP 
ADOPTION 
CENTERS

Dougie was born  
with some defor- 
mities in his spine  
and sternum, but  
he finds joy in  
each new day!  
His movement  
is hampered by  
his structural  
challenges, but  
he loves to play  
with other small  
dogs and be a  
part of your  
daily activities.  
For safety: no  
kids, no stairs,  
no large dogs. 

Open Your 
Heart to Dougie! 

Miniature Poodle • 11 Months
                     11 Pounds • Special-Needs

26200 Carmel Rancho Blvd    831-626-7555
Open 9-6 Daily   TheRawConnection.com

Primal Pronto 
Raw Frozen Diet for Dogs. Just Scoop & Serve.

$3 OFF 
any 4lb bag 
thru Jan 31st

Organic Produce
Sustainably Sourced

6 Protein Varieties
Complete & Balanced

299 Lighthouse, Monterey • 831 649 3083 • poppletonshome.com

VISIT OUR 16,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM

MARGE CARSON 
IRIS SOFA MARKED 

DOWN TO $3995

Winter 
Clearance

Y O U  A R E  H E R E

Andy Nygard  I  831-915-2863
hauteshelter.com

Haute Shelter Property Management Inc.
DRE # 02065719

Property 

Management

Vacation Rental 

Management

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally!

831•625•8106
CARMEL PLAZA • OCEAN AVE

KHAKISOFCARMEL.COM
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Monterey Showroom
8am to 4pm Monday through Friday  
and by appointment 831.375.7811 

S U M M I T  F U R N I T U R E ,  I N C .  |  8 3 1 . 3 7 5 . 7 8 1 1  |  S U M M I T F U R N I T U R E . C O M

M O N T E R E Y    L O S   A N G E L E S    S A N  F R A N C I S C O    L O N D O N    M O N AC O 

5  H A R R I S  CO U RT   BU I L D I N G  W   M ON T E R E Y  C A  9 3 9 4 0

C O M E  V I S I T  U S  A T  O U R

HIGHEST QUALITY TEAK OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
AND PERFORMANCE FABRICS

DINING  TABLES • DINING  CHAIRS • OCCASIONAL  TABLES • COFFEE  
TABLES • LOUNGE CHAIRS • OTTOMANS • SOFAS • BAR CHAIRS  

DAY BEDS • CONSOLES • OUTDOOR FABRICS

O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C

Pre-order. Pick up. Dine. Romance.
It’s that Simple!Valentine’s Day Pre Fixe Menu | $60 per person

Miners Salad 

Scallops

Pre-order. Pick up. Dine. Romance.

See RESORT page 30A

trees, pittosporum and others. An addition-
al four trees must be cut down because they 
are dying and have become a hazard.

Most of the trees Davis cleared for re-
moval are considered insignificant, while 
others are in advanced decline, dead, in 
conflict with utility lines or suffer from be-
ing topped in the past. One, she observed, 
is just a stump.

Noting that they are healthy and are 
“nice specimens,” Davis identified 10 trees 
the developers should be required to retain, 
including pines, Acacias, tea trees, a red-
wood and an oak. One of the tea trees, she 
noted, “has an interesting form.”

Goodbye, ‘urban forest’?
Davis said she also plans to impose the 

standard requirements for the single-fam-
ily-residential lots — three tall trees and 
one lower-growing tree — and selected a 
similar number for the resort side, for a 
total of 64 new trees. If approved as rec-
ommended, she noted, the property would 
contain 99 trees, with another 14 growing 
in the adjacent public right of way.

While Miller said he can make adjust-
ments to accommodate the trees Davis 
recommended keeping on the residential 
parcels, two others are smack dab in the 
middle of the proposed hotel and spa build-
ings at the south end of the property. Re-
quiring they be kept “might really be dam-
aging to the project,” he said. “So, we’re 
hoping we can find a way to take them out.”

While no one from the public com-
mented during the meeting, two nearby 
residents submitted letters objecting to the 
trees being removed. Jacqueline Frazier, 
who has lived across the street from the inn 
since 1975, said the request seemed “ex-
cessive,” and she asked the commission to 
“help to protect the environment by reduc-

Carpenter Street property planned 
for housing, high-end hotel and spa 

By MARY SCHLEY

A PROPOSAL to demolish an inn on 
Carpenter Street that spent years in aban-
doned neglect and entangled in lawsuits 
before the current owners freshened it up 
and reopened it in 2018 is finally making 
its way through the planning process, a 
year after architect Eric Miller revealed 
rough plans for the expansive project. 

The nearly block-sized 16-parcel prop-
erty between First and Second avenues 
would be divided in half, with eight new 
single-family homes on the Guadalupe 
Street side, and the other eight lots merged 
and developed with a 14-unit hotel and spa 
along Carpenter.

Last week, the forest and beach com-
mission was asked to consider an appli-
cation to remove 28 of the 54 trees on the 
property but decided to put off the vote 
for a month so commissioners could visit 
it together. They had toured the large site 
individually — a common practice these 
days due to the coronavirus pandemic — 
but decided they’d benefit from seeing it as 
a group and hearing each other’s questions, 
considering the complexity of the project.

City forester Sara Davis told commis-
sioners she and interim planning director 
Marnie Waffle, who also attended the Jan. 
14 meeting, received the preliminary plans 
last spring and told Miller they needed 
changes. “We had some concerns about 
where the structures would be placed 
around the trees,” she said. “Since then, we 
have asked them to rearrange them for a 
very significant redwood at the middle of 
the parcel.”

Dying and hazardous
Of the 28 trees owner Hitesh Desai of 

Santa Rosa Motel Co. wants to cut down, 
Davis recommended allowing him to re-
move 18, including Acacias, pines, tea 

R  M|

831.521.5024
RyanMelcher.com
Ryan@ryanmelcher.com

DRE: 01897036

#1 Sotheby’s International Realty 
Agent in Carmel

RYAN MELCHER PROPERTIES

Rankings based on MLSListings Inc 
data, 1/1/20-12/31/20.
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 8RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Dec. 18 —Javier Estrada, 44, a resident of 
Salinas, was sentenced to prison for evading 
police with willful and wanton disregard for 
public safety and for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol.

On Aug. 30, 2020, at 10 p.m., California 
Highway Patrol officers observed Estrada 
driving at a high rate of speed and failing to 
stop at a stop sign at the intersection of E. 
Alisal and Kern streets using their lights and 
sirens, however Estrada failed to yield and 
proceeded to speed up to 55 mph on Salinas 
city streets. 

As police pursued him, Estrada ran sev-
eral stop signs and caused multiple other 
drivers to sharply maneuver their vehicles to 
avoid a collision.

Eventually, Estrada began to pull over to 
the right shoulder of Market Street, causing 
his vehicle to travel over a raised sidewalk 
curb for approximately 20 yards. Estrada then 
attempted to re-enter his lane and accelerate, 
but he ended up being stopped by traffic. 

With traffic blocking Estrada’s exit, Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol officers were able to 
take him into custody.

When officers arrested Estrada, they no-
ticed that he smelled of alcohol and a DUI in-
vestigation revealed that he had been driving 
under the influence of alcohol with a blood 
alcohol level of .14 percent. In California, 
anyone who drives with a blood alcohol lev-

el in excess of .08 percent is presumed to be 
driving under the influence.

Judge Pamela L. Butler sentenced Estrada 
to serve two years and eight months in prison 
for his crimes. 

Dec. 18 — Jose Saul Flores Orellana, 23, 
a resident of Salinas, was sentenced to prison 
for gross vehicular manslaughter with intox-
ication.

On July 4, 2019, at 2:44 p.m., Orellana 
was driving his Honda Accord at a high rate 
of speed on Arroyo Seco Road around Clark 
Road, when he lost control of the car he was 
driving. The vehicle careened off the road, 
overturned, and landed in a drainage ditch by 
the road. Orellana’s passenger, Jose Antonio 
Escobar, died due to major blunt force trauma 
from the collision.

When California Highway Patrol offi-
cers contacted Orellana, they noticed that he 
smelled of alcohol. Upon inquiry, Orellana 
admitted to drinking a couple of beers earlier 
that day. A DUI investigation was conducted, 
and Orellana failed a series of tests that aid 
police officers in determining whether a per-
son is under the influence of alcohol. An evi-
dentiary breath test later revealed that Orella-
na had a blood alcohol content of .13 percent.

Judge Rafael Vasquez sentenced Orellana 
to serve six years in the California Depart-
ment of Corrections for causing Escobar’s 
death. 

How will they count their steps?

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Unwanted phone 
message reported by a resident on Lobos 
north of Fourth.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Person reported an 
unknown subject tampering with a parked ve-
hicle at Scenic and Santa Lucia Avenue. The 
unknown subject released the air of the right 
rear tire. There was no permanent damage to 
the tire, and the owner of the parked vehicle 
only requested the incident documented.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Currency found by 
the driver’s-side door of a parked car at Ju-
nipero and Fifth and brought in the station. 
Owner called back and will pick it up.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Ring lost, reported 
by a friend.

Pacific Grove: Subject reported a theft 
from her vehicle on David Avenue.

Pacific Grove: Burglary of skateboard 
items from a vehicle on Pacific Grove Lane.

Pacific Grove: Domestic abuse reported 
on Lighthouse.

Carmel area: Pharmacy reported a male 
wearing a bright orange shirt entered the store 
and stole shaving items and medications. He 
then fled in Silver Lexus four-door sedan.

Pacific Grove: Father on Bayview report-
ed that his wife left their residence with their 
4-month-old child and he believed they were 
going to Mexico, in violation of an existing 
court order. Mother and daughter were con-

tacted by deputies and returned to Monterey 
County.

Carmel area: Deputy sheriffs responded 
to a verbal dispute at a Handley Drive resi-
dence.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Property manager 
reported unauthorized person replacing fence 
posts at a property at Junipero and Eighth. 
This incident was determined to be civil in 
nature, and code enforcement was called to 
determine if the work order was permitted. 
Code enforcement placed a stop work or-
der because of no permits. It was found that 
the bank started the pre-foreclosure process 
on the property, and according to the bank, 
they had a legal right to do maintenance 
work on the property. The property manager 
and realtor said the house had a pending sale 
contract, and he did not want anyone on the 
property. The construction worker left with-
out incident.

Pacific Grove: Deceased person found at 
a residence on Bayview.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Traffic stop at Sev-
enth and Mission led to a 50-year-old male 
Soledad resident being arrested for metham-
phetamine and other Health and Safety Code 
violations.

Pacific Grove: Unlawful entry of a base-
ment in a building on Lighthouse Avenue.

Pacific Grove: Unlocked electric bike 
stolen from an open carport on Lighthouse.

HERE’S A look at some of the signifi-
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Police Department and the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Office last week. This week’s log 
was compiled by Mary Schley.

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      DRE: 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

Clark’s Carmel StoneClark’s Carmel Stone
(831) 385-4000

100 Airport Drive,
King City
Delivery Available

www.carmelstone.biz                  clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

SALE
25% off

SHOWROOM OPEN Friday & Saturday 11-4

 BIOT Handblown Glass - Dishtowels - Runners 
  Ceramics - Olivewood - ALZIARI Olive Oil & Soap

FRENCH TABLECLOTHS 
aiX

605a California Ave, Amazing SAND CITY 
Hwy 1 to exit 403 (Hwy 218-Seaside) follow to Del Monte Blvd. Turn left.  Continue to Contra Costa St. Turn 

left.  Follow until it dead-ends at California Ave. Turn right.  605 is just past City Hall.   831-392-7787

www.SPCAmc.org

Kitties of the Week

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information about adopting Valiente & Sammy.
Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

Sammy 7 years oldValiente 10 mos. old

“SPCA for Monterey County Veterinary clinic is taking appointments 
for spay/neuter!  Call 831-264-5400 for an appointment.”

Handsome 
Sammy is 
looking 
for a new 
forever 
home. 
Sammy 
arrived at 
the SPCA 
after his 
owner could no longer care for him. After 
lots of love and cuddles, he is now ready for 
a new start! To learn more about Sammy, 
head over to www.SPCAmc.org/adopt.

Valiente is one brave 
kitten! This sweet boy 
is recovering from a 

broken bone but that 
does not stop him from 
wanting lots of love and 

attention. Valiente would 
prefer to go to a home 
without children as he 
is a bit on the shy side, 

but with time and love he 
will quickly warm up. 

To learn more, please 
visit www.SPCAmc.
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EST. 1976

The Fall/Winter Sale You’ve Been Waiting For!!
Markdowns Up to 75% Off

Womens and Mens Clothing, Shoes and Accessories
Starts Friday, January 22nd

(831) 624-3477 
Mission Street, Carmel, California | Open Daily 11am - 4pm

c  831. 214 .19 9 0 
TimAllenProperties.com

CalBRE#00891159

#1 Agent on the Monterey Peninsula

#1 Agent Silicon Valley/Santa Cruz
#1 Agent Northern California
#2 Agent in the United States

COLDWELL BANKER’S 2019

For Tim’s featured listings, view the back cover of the Real Estate section 

$463M+
in total sales 2020

Top 0.1%
of agents globally

 37+ Years
of local experience

$4 Billion
in local sales

See ARCHIVE page 30A

done a will for Hathaway.
Travaille said the first task for the group 

is to get someone appointed as an admin-
istrator for the estate, which could make it 
possible to access the collection — which 
is impossible at the moment. As a result, 
the collection’s future hangs in the balance.

No Hollywood ending
Travaille said his worst fear is the col-

lection will end up in a giant warehouse 
somewhere — like the one where the Ark 
of The Covenant is placed at the end of the 
film, “Raiders of the Lost Ark.” 

“That would be a tragedy,” he said.
The group is interested in hearing from 

anyone who has information that might 
lead to Hathaway’s will. 

“There might be someone out there 
who has a sliver of information that we can 
use,” Travaille suggested.

Photo archive’s future in limbo as 
friends search for Hathaway’s will

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE MYSTERY of where the late 
Pat Hathaway’s massive collection of local 
historical photos will end up deepened this 
week after no will emerged. 

In response, several people who were 
close to the late photo archivist, including 
historians Kent Seavey and Michael Hemp 
and photo archivist Steve Travaille, have 
formed a group to try to find a way to keep 
the collection together — ideally, here on 
the Monterey Peninsula. 

“The objective is to save the collection,” 
Travaille told The Pine Cone. “I spent years 
helping to build the collection. I want this 
to be a resource and not disappear. It’s not 
just about the monetary value, it’s about the 
loss of history. We want Pat’s wishes to be 
fulfilled.”

The group has an attorney, Joe Ferry, 
working for them, and at the moment, 
they’re tracking down a lead that another 
attorney who died three years may have 

This photo, which 
comes from Pat Ha-
thaway’s collection, 
shows the view west 
down what would be-
come Ocean Avenue 
in the early 1900s.

PHOTO/ C.W.J. JOHNSON
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Christian Flickner, O.D.    |   Jennell Bockenstedt, O.D. 
Maureen Hong, O.D.    |   James Flickner, O.D.

700 Cass Street, Suite 101
Monterey, California 93940

831.641.7252 tel

48 West Romie Lane
Salinas, California 93901

831.424.0834 tel

271 Reservation Road, Suite 202
Marina, California 93933

831.384.6800 tel 

Our compassionate and experienced team is dedicated to providing high-quality personalized eye care 
for your whole family in a comfortable and professional environment. Our goal is to meet and exceed 

your expectations by providing friendly service, professional care, and quality products.
We conduct comprehensive exams which allow us to accurately detect eye disease or other abnormalities 

early, often before they present any symptoms. We carry a wide selection of designer frames and 

Accepting New Patients

See CUSD page 30A

cases per 100,000 people per day — which 
Monterey County repeatedly has — cannot 
reopen for in-person learning, even under 
a waiver, though schools that were already 
open can remain so.

After providing an update on the re-
opening situation, Dellis announced her 

decision to leave the job, 
which pays $245,000 per 
year, plus benefits.

“This is in no way a re-
flection on the incredible 
teachers, staff and admin-
istrators that I have had the 
pleasure to serve with,” she 
said. “The professionalism 
and commitment of these 
individuals are unparal-
leled.”

She said she felt “hon-
ored and blessed to be here, 
especially during this real-
ly challenging time.” She 
pledged to work with the 
board to ensure a smooth 
transition for the incoming 
superintendent, whoever 

that might be, and to continue to try to do 
what’s best for CUSD.

Her announcement effectively made a 
board decision hours later in the meeting 
to undertake a search for a new superinten-
dent much easier.

During that discussion, a few people 
weighed in on what a candidate should 
bring to the table, including teachers’ union 
head Bill Schrier, who has been in frequent 
conflict with some of the district parents 
over the shutdown issues.

“Her loyalty to the board is unques-
tioned,” he said of Dellis, before telling the 
board that the new superintendent should 
be someone who will “build a trusting re-

CUSD supe to retire, school
board to embark on search

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER MOVING here to run the hu-
man resources department for the Carmel 
Unified School District in the summer of 
2019 and then stepping in as acting super-
intendent in the middle of the pandemic 
after former superinten-
dent Barb Dill-Varga was 
dismissed in May 2020, 
Trisha Dellis announced 
at the board of education 
meeting Wednesday night 
that she will retire when her 
contract expires at the end 
of June.

Dellis has been in the un-
enviable position of trying 
to figure out the best way to 
run a geographically large 
district with a half-dozen 
campuses amid pandem-
ic-induced shutdowns that 
forced students and teach-
ers into remote learning. 
Since taking over the job, 
she’s been hearing from a 
small but extremely vocal and highly crit-
ical group of parents who have repeatedly 
demanded that schools reopen and accused 
district faculty, staff and board members of 
being unwilling to take the necessary steps 
to get children back in the classroom.

‘Honored and blessed’
Last fall, the district applied for a waiv-

er, which was approved by the state and 
county health departments in November 
2020, but Dellis and the board opted not 
to reopen during the middle of the latest 
shelter-in-place order imposed in early De-
cember due to low ICU availability. New 
guidance released by the California De-
partment of Public Health Jan. 14 states 
schools in counties that exceed 25 new 

Trisha Dellis
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Since the inception of the Scholar’s Cup in 2009, the Men’s Golf Association (MGA) at Quail Lodge has raised 
over $250,000 while awarding 30 scholarships to deserving young men and women throughout the Monterey 
Peninsula.  The Scholarship Fund recognizes the qualities of academic excellence, community service, 
financial need and an interest in golf. Also, the Scholarship Funds go directly to the college or university the 
student plans to attend and may be used for tuition, books and other basic student expenses.

 We want to thank the local community – both residents and merchants - for your generous donations, which 
have helped the MGA Scholarship Fund be a continued success and make a real difference in these graduates’ 
lives. 

If you would like to learn more about the MGA Scholarship Fund, scholarship recipients or how to contribute, 
please contact Nic Canning ( nic@canningproperties.com; Cell: 831.241.4458)

1212th annualth annual

(S) = Sponsors

Patron Platinum
Mike and Nancy Canning Anonymous

Thanks for your support!

Aquamatic Cover Systems (S)
Carmel  Insurance Agency (S)
Ken and Janice Rudisill (SS)
Win Home Inspection (S)
Dave and Mary Barrett
Greg Northcraft
Ramsin and Denise Ganji (S)

Tim Allen Properties (S)
Bill & Sherry Young
Mix Produce Sales (S)
Chicago Title Company (S)
Peter  McKee (S)
Chris & Cathy Gatley
Paul Hoffman  (S)

Robin Dickson
Mark & Nancy Mammel (S)
Giancola Family Foundation
Anonymous 
Canning Properties Group (SS)
Rick & Joyce Thau

Gold

Carmel Capital Group (S)
John McSorley Jr. 
Harry Woodworth
John McWilliams
Bill Yakobovich 
Sotheby’s International Realty (S)
Wayne  & Judith Richey 

Jewish Community Federation 
Thomas & Carolyn McGurn
Alvarado Street Brewery & Grill (S)
Noel Carr & Andrea Colker
Dave Mosley 
Wayne & Shirley Moon
Kent & Jain Farnsworth (S)

Eric Handler 
Michael Blas
Wendell & D.M. Breithaupt
Peter & Jackie Henning
Marty Wolf 

Silver

Scott  & Patricia Gebhardt 
Niels & Janet Reimers 
Ron & Marlene Read
Fiorentino Insurance Agency Inc.
Dennis & Marie Riley 
Mark Sconyers
Richard Mohr 
Robert & Judy Colloton
Barry Phillips 
Martin Johnson & Leslie King
T.J. Protsman 

Susan De Nicolo 
Leadership Resources, LLC
Donn & Jennifer Wilkerson
Lawrence & Jennifer Holden
David Hall
Ronald Whitcanack 
Steven & Yang Mitchell 
Alton McEwen 
David Buckingham 
Peter Gombrich 
David & Ceil Cummings

Stephen McClellan
Clark & Toshia Struve
Fred & Lynn Salazar
Martin & Sheila Dietz
Michael & Bertie McElroy 
Daniel & Linda Cooperman 
Richard Jackson
J.R. Hunter
Jerry & Linda Floyd 
Edward & Susie Delacy 
Steven & Susie Murphy

Bronze

Denis Peavy 
Ronald Villemaire
Richard Chew 
Jonathan Radin
Jim Holmquist

Robert Cole
James Pierce
Richard Kehoe 
Donn & Jennifer Wilkerson
Paul & Mary McGrath 

Jim Holmquist
Miller Charitable Donor Advised Fund
Tony Muller 
Rich Briscoe 
Peter & Charolette Boyle

Participant/Donor
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Many thanks for
generous support from:
Carmel Valley Community Youth Center
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church
Carmel Valley Recreation and Parks District
Tularcitos School Parent Group
Carmel Valley Art Association
Carmelo School
Sumano Bakery
All American Marketing
Nifty Knitters of Carmel
Carmel Valley Association

  -- The Carmel Valley Angel Project Board

450 Turkey Dinners distributed | 64 Families (163 Kids/Teens) given gifts
80 Rippling River gifts distributed | 280 food bags given out from Meals on Wheels

It takes a Village - and the Village came through!
For all who helped make the Thanksgiving Dinner

& Angel Store successful, THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

To donors of special grants and large donations, THANK YOU!
ifts
 Whheels

Extraordinary thanks to: 
Michael Jones, Chef, from

A Moveable Feast 

Jerome Viel, of
Jerome’s Catering 

Oliver Whittaker and Family
for Volunteer Coordination

Robyn Rauh and Tiffany Buraglio
for Stocking/Gift Distribution

We live in a most remarkable commmunity!
www.cvangelproject.org

Join Expert Marine Biologist Guides 
On 4 hour or All Day Trips!

WINTER IS GRAY WHALE 
& DOLPHIN SEASON!

831-375-4658 | gowhales.com
Located on Fisherman’s Wharf, Monterey

Monterey Bay Whale Watch Guarantee: See a Whale or Orca or Come Again Free!

MONTEREY BAY 
WHALE WATCH

PG&E cutting half-dozen trees 
because they grow too quickly

SYCAMORES ALONG Fourth Av-
enue keep interfering with power lines, 
so rather than continuing to prune 
them, the power company started cut-
ting seven of the trees down Wednes-
day.

“PG&E asked the city if we would 
be OK with the sycamores being re-
moved instead of being pruned over 
and over,” city forester Sara Davis ex-
plained.

The trees were marked with tape 
and signs indicating they were slated 
for removal and that anyone with ques-
tions should call the utility company.

While the sycamores were grow-
ing on the other side of the fence 
along the south side of Fourth in resi-
dents’ yards, they were in fact on pub-
lic property, according to public works 
director Bob Harary.

“When we go to replace the trees 
eventually, we will put up a notification 
for the adjacent residents to have in-
put on the type of trees we replant,” 
he said, and Davis added that PG&E 
would “support the planting of new 
vegetation that is appropriate to grow 
under the power lines.”

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

that be? Are you co-ordinating with CVS 
and Walgreens? Are you setting up mass 
vaccination sites? Are you working on a 
web site where residents can register? 

Bay Area counties seem to be further 
ahead in the process than we are. If the 
goal is to keep hospitals from being over-
whelmed, the residents of the county need 
to be vaccinated to keep them out of the 
hospitals. And to keep the elderly, who 

LETTERS
From page 26A

have sheltered in place for nearly a year, 
from dying of loneliness while they stay 
home, away from family, friends, com-
munity, waiting for a vaccine. And to get 
kids back to school. And restaurants, bars, 
salons, shops open again. Please, someone 
step up and do your job. Get our lives back 
and our economy thriving again. 

This snail’s pace is unacceptable and 
should be unacceptable to everyone, in-
cluding the health officials. Sincere thanks 
The Pine Cone for keeping the community 
informed

Carol Dellecker, 
Carmel
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24436 Portola Avenue, Carmel  ■  www.PortolaContemporary.com

6 Beds, 3 Baths  ■  2,932 sq. ft .  ■  6,400 sq. ft . lot  ■  $1,997,000

Ocean View in Peaceful Carmel Woods

Judie Profeta
831.601.3207
Managing Director  |  Broker Associate
Judie@Th eProfetaTeam.com  DRE#00703550

A mental health evaluation was filed, 
but Butler has not yet ruled on whether or 
not he is competent to stand trial. 

Ensor tried to get Jefferson, his taxpay-
er-funded attorney, fired from his case at 
the Dec. 4 hearing. Butler denied the re-
quest.

Denies racist remarks
Pacific Grove police said Ensor directed 

the tirade against Black and Asian people, 
and also threatened people with a shovel. 
In an interview with The Pine Cone last 
year about the incident, Ensor claimed he 
did not use racial slurs and was trying to 
get away from people who had followed 
him from Salinas. 

After evading those he said were after 
him, Ensor said he parked on Lighthouse 
Avenue “out of fear for my life, hoping I 
would be around enough people.” 

Following up on several 911 calls, po-
lice caught up with Ensor and arrested him 
with guns drawn as scores of onlookers 
watched. Police said Ensor was under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol when they 
took him into custody, something he also 
denied.

Police have refused to disclose what En-
sor said to people. 

Ensor said he was in Pacific Grove to 
put flowers on his relatives’ gravesites in El 
Carmelo Cemetery. He’s pleaded not guilty 
to the charges.

Competency questioned in man 
charged with hate crime

By KELLY NIX

A MONTEREY County judge has 
raised doubts about the mental competen-
cy of the Avila Beach man who prosecutors 
say committed assault and yelled racist re-
marks while driving through Pacific Grove 
last summer.

John Charles Ensor, 48, was arrested at 
gunpoint by Pacific Grove Police officers 
on Aug. 12, 2020 after they say he made 
threats, yelled racial slurs and threw an alu-
minum baseball bat at a vehicle and a beer 
can at another. The Monterey County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office charged Ensor with 
a litany of crimes, including a hate crime, 
assault by means to produce great bodily 
injury, criminal threats and exhibiting a 
deadly weapon. 

But during a court hearing in Salinas on 
Dec. 4, 2020, Ensor’s attorney, Monterey 
County deputy public defender Jared Jef-
ferson, expressed doubt as to Ensor’s men-
tal competency. Monterey County Superior 
Court Judge Pamela Butler agreed, finding 
that “a doubt has arisen as to the current 
mental competency” of Ensor, and she or-
dered him to get professional help.

“The court refers defendant to a psy-
chiatrist, licensed psychologist, or other 
expert for a [mental competency] exam-
ination, and to return a report to the court,” 
Butler said, per a minute order filed in the 
case.

The Pine Cone’s email edition: Complete local news without 
pop-ups, click bait, pay walls or banner ads — 

and we don’t even harvest your data.

Subscribe at www.carmelpinecone.com
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C O S M E T O L O G Y
A C A D E M Y

CALL US TO SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY

4pm - until sold out 
Curbside Available

Try our famous PRIME RIB carving station

831-624-3821

Dinner Specials✴ ✴

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Herb-Crusted Prime Rib
served with sautéed veggies, scalloped potatoes, 

garlic bread and sauce choice.
(Ask about other entrees available)

$19.99
Limited Time Special for

expires 1/30/21

Winter ClearanceWinter Clearance
THIS IS A SALE YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS!

Also Save on Desks, 
Dining Tables, and 
Bedroom Furniture

MUM’S PLACE

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

NEW ITEMS ADDED
HUGE 

SAVINGS ON 
SECTIONALS

SOFAS
RECLINERS

*Sales cannot be combined. * See sales associate for details

246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove  |  831-372-6250
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm  |  www.mumsfurniture.com

Molly Koontz Sand is your local attorney offering Estate 
Planning services including the drafting of Wills, Trusts, 
Powers of Attorney, Advance Healthcare Directives and 
much more. Molly was born and raised in Carmel and is a 
fourth generation Carmelite and fifth generation California 
attorney. She is passionate about helping people set up 
an estate plan so they feel empowered and in control of 
their future and family legacy. Let her guide you through 
the process so that you gain peace of mind knowing you 
have a plan in place. She offers reasonable, competitive 
rates as well as free initial consultations.

M O L L Y  K O O N T Z  S A N D
A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W 

SAND LAW
(831) 375-7000

183 Forest Ave., Suite 3  |  Pacific Grove, CA 93950
www.sandattorneyatlaw.com

Molly Koontz Sand, Esq.

Vivian Price and Susanne Davis now have 
to pay the city $4,700 to cover the “ap-
praised value” of two of the three pittospo-
rum, plus $1,100 for the arborist’s apprais-
al of the plants. They also have to develop a 
tree management plan, submit a landscap-
ing plan, and plant three replacement trees. 

The city’s building official saw the tree 
work while doing a routine inspection of 
interior renovations last November, accord-
ing to city forester Sara Davis. “During the 
inspection, it was discovered that three 
trees had been cut down,” she said, and two 
workers were in the process of digging the 
stumps out by hand. The inspector issued a 
stop-work order, which remained in place 
until the forest and beach commission’s 
Jan. 14 meeting.

“It is required to have a permit for the 
removal of any tree that is over 10 inches 
in diameter,” Davis told commissioners. 
“It is my recommendation that since there 
was not a permit associated with these re-
movals, that we charge payment for the ap-

TREES
From page 1A

praised value of the three pittosporum trees 
that were removed, in addition to reimburs-
ing the city for the cost of the appraisal.”

She also recommended requiring prepa-
ration of a tree maintenance plan and a 
landscape plan with mostly drought-tol-
erant and native plants, and replacing the 
trees that were cut down.

One is too small
Commissioner JC Myers noted that one 

of the three trees measured under 10 inch-
es, so it wouldn’t have required a permit 
but was included in the appraisal and cost, 
anyway. Davis acknowledged it was “right 
up to the cusp,” at 9.75 inches.

The women, who are married and for-
merly lived in Pacific Palisades, said they 
decided to buy a house in Carmel because 
they both have immune issues, and Price, 
who has also had heart surgery and a form 
of leukemia, could work remotely as a col-
lege professor and researcher. In addition 
to updating their new house, Price and her 
wife wanted to transform the backyard, 
which had large sheets of plastic grass, sev-
eral oaks, a pine — and three pittosporum, 
which they hired gardeners to remove.

After being visited by the building in-

spector and learning they had to have a 
permit for the tree work, Price said in a 
letter to the commission, “we spoke to our 
neighbors, and they explained how import-
ant it was for Carmel to review requests for 
landscaping to preserve the beauty of the 
town.”

“I wish we had known about the per-
mit,” she said during the meeting. “We 
would have gone in and applied and paid 
for it.”

They are now working with a licensed 
landscaper and have selected a variety of 
trees and plants for the backyard. “We’re 
hoping to be part of the Carmel commu-
nity and make this an attractive house,” 
she said. “We’ve been told it has been run 
down for many years.”

While she was OK with paying for 
the appraisal, since it was an actual cost 
incurred by the city, Price balked at the 
$6,300 appraised value of three non-native 
trees, calling it “counterintuitive.”

Commissioner Sarah Berling sympa-
thized and said she believes they made 
innocent mistake, considering many cities 
do not require permits for cutting trees, es-
pecially ones with little significance. She 
agreed with Davis’ recommendations.

Myers suggested removing the smallest 
tree from the cost, bringing the total down 
to $4,700, but was unwilling to cut them a 
break beyond that.

“If everybody came to town and bought 
a house and cut a tree down and said, 
‘Sorry,’ we would be a town with no more 
trees,” he said.

Chair Michael Caddell mentioned that 
the commission has dealt with “egregious 

situations where contractors or homeown-
ers have taken out trees and done so in a 
very injurious fashion — and people who 
should have known better” — and has of-
ten levied heavy fines on them.

Everyone agreed Price and Davis did 
not fit in that category. Commissioner Dar-
lene Mosley noted they are working hard 
to make their house more attractive and did 
not simply chop down trees so they could 
make it larger.

“I would guess that what they’re going 
to put in in place of those pittosporum is 
going to be far more expensive and end up 
looking far more beautiful,” she said. “So 
it’s kind of hard for me to be punitive when 
their idea was not to tear out a tree so they 
could get 50 extra square feet of housing.”

Public works director Bob Harary ad-
vised the commission charging the ap-
praised value of the trees wasn’t meant as 
punishment. “Please don’t use the word, 
‘punitive,’ because that takes on a different 
meaning, obviously,” he said.

The commission voted 4-1, with new 
board member Brian Sours dissenting, to 
require the homeowners to pay the $4,700 
cost of the two larger pittosporum, plant 
three new trees, cover the cost of the ap-
praisal, and submit tree management and 
landscape plans to the forestry department. 

Meanwhile, San Antonio Avenue resi-
dent Laura Overett, who got a permit from 
the commission last year for the removal of 
the 17 remaining giant eucalyptus on her 
property, had the work done and is now in 
the process of planting at least 17 native 
trees  — no pittosporum — and dozens of 
plants and shrubs.
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831.595.4999  ■  www.MaryBellProperties.com DRE#00649274

Impeccable Property on Carmel Point
Carmel-by-the-Sea  ■  5 Beds, 4.5 Baths  ■  $7,500,000  ■  26285ValleyView.com

Mary Bell
Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs

Shown by Appointment

Get effective, early outpatient treatment (and prevention) at home with inexpensive oral medications. 
GO TO: COVIDRX4US.COM.

A free public service of BayCare Medical Group  

Got COVID-19? Don’t wait until this is you.

equate vaccine supply. But seniors who 
live in long-term care facilities are already 
getting immunized, and most of them are 
thankful.

Canterbury Woods executive director 
Elvyra Abare said 168 residents and staff 
at the Pacific Grove facility were inoculat-
ed in the auditorium Jan. 14. Pharmacists 
and techs from Walgreens arrived at 7 a.m., 
administered the first dose at 7:45 and gave 
the last dose just after 4 p.m. 

“Residents are so excited about vac-
cines,” Abare told The Pine Cone. “And for 

SENIORS
From page 1A

us. It was a real celebration at Canterbury 
Woods. For residents, it means the light at 
the end of the tunnel.”

Canterbury Woods has a second immu-
nization clinic scheduled for Feb. 4, when 
it will give some residents and staff their 
second doses, and 120 other people their 
first. A third vaccination clinic is set for 
Feb. 25 for the second dose for the second 
group. 

Employees at Canterbury Woods, she 
said, were equally enthusiastic about get-
ting immunized.

“They were there before 7 a.m. waiting 
in line to get the vaccine,” according to Ab-
are, who credited the Walgreens staff for 
being “so patient and accommodating. We 
had a great experience.”

As part of a federal and state program, 
pharmacy staff from Walgreens and CVS 
began vaccinating employees and resi-
dents of residential and assisted-living and 
skilled-nursing facilities — and some oth-
er types of long-term care facilities — on 
Dec. 29. Besides a few side effects, such 
as minor headaches and tiredness, nobody 
at Canterbury Woods had adverse reactions 
to the vaccine, Abare said. One resident re-
fused the shot due to allergy concerns.

Zero Covid cases
Just down the street at Forest Hill, sales 

director Mary Lou Kelpe said the retirement 
community, which offers independent, and 
assisted-living and skilled-nursing ser-
vices, has two upcoming immunization 
dates. Staff from CVS will administer the 
vaccine. 

“We have approximately 190 staff and 
residents receiving the vaccine” Kelpe 
said. “Roughly 95 to 97 percent” have said 
they will get vaccinated, and “only a few 
are opting out. Also notable, we have zero 
cases of residents with Covid, and feel so 
thankful.”

The first clinic is set for Feb. 2, the sec-
ond for Feb. 23, and the third on March 16, 
Kelpe said.

A vaccination clinic at Carmel Valley 
Manor last weekend resulted in more than 
400 people being immunized, including 
resident Bob Lindsey. 

“I hardly felt the needle and had no after 
effects,” Lindsey told The Pine Cone, add-
ing the clinic was well organized. “I hav-
en’t heard anyone else complaining.”

Manor president and CEO Jay Zimmer 
said last week that the facility had planned 
to vaccinate 458.

“In all, I think between 400 and 500 
residents and staff got the vaccine over a 
two-day period,” Lindsey said. “Now we’re 
looking forward to our second Pfizer shot.”

A spokeswoman for Cottages of Carm-
el told The Pine Cone Tuesday that it’s still 
waiting for a vaccine schedule. 

Beau Ayers, executive director of The 
Park Lane in Monterey, said CVS staff will 
administer the first shot to its 230 residents 
and 115 employees on the first two days in 
February, and said most residents are ea-
ger to get inoculated. It will be getting the 
Pfizer version.

“Overall, the resident population is very 
excited about getting it,” he said. “We are 
actually going through the process with 
CVS right now to collect all the consent 
forms and insurance information.”

For a few employees and residents who 
are reluctant to get the shot, Ayers said The 
Park Lane is continuing to answer ques-
tions and offer literature about the vac-
cine’s safety to help calm nerves.

“I think everyone feels if this is another 
tool to get back to normalcy to life, then we 
are up for it,” he said.

A Carmel Valley Manor resident gets vaccinated by a pharmacy worker. He was one of nearly 500 
people immunized at the facility last weekend.

PHOTO/CARMEL VALLEY MANOR

GraystoneAuctions.com

Submit your questions to Larry@GraystoneAuctions.com

Graystone Realty & Auction, Inc. 
Estate, Downsizing & Inventory Specialist

831-277-1882 • GraystoneAuctions.comDRE#02103680

Dear Larry,
? - Elizabeth in Carmel

Dear Elizabeth,

����������
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���

Dear Larry
 BY LARRY MESLER

P L A T I N U M G R O U P R E . C O M

WOODSIDE, CA. ESTATE

310 KINGS MOUNTAIN ROAD, WOODSIDE, CA 
5 BED | 5.5 BATH | 5,893 SQ FT | $11,700,000

SALE PENDING

919 RIPPLE AVENUE | PACIFIC GROVE
3 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,581 SQ FT

RYAN RANCH OFFICE BUILDING

5 HARRIS COURT, BUILDING A | MONTEREY 
2,550  SQ FT | $875,000

SALE PENDING

1118 RIPPLE AVENUE | PACIFIC GROVE 
2 BED | 2 BATH |  1,400 SQ FT

831.915.9710
BECK@PLATINUMGROUPRE.COM

BROKER DRE 01747647
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TOM KRISTIAN JENSEN was born in Copenhagen, Denmark on June 30, 
1930, and passed away peacefully, with his beloved wife by his side, on 
December 20, 2020. 

He loved the country of his birth and 
was proud to be a Dane, serving in 
the Danish Army as a young man. But 
Tom, even as a young boy, dreamed 
of one day going to America. 

His dream came true and in 1970, via 
Canada and then New York, he landed 
in his forever home of Carmel. 

Tom became a popular bartender at 
Suvacino’s, The Briar House and The 
Red Lion. He was co-owner of Toots 
Lagoon.

It was at The Red Lion in Carmel that Tom met the love of his life and 
future wife. Bobby and Tom became inseparable and together, they 
beautifully blended their two families. 

Tom loved to read and was especially interested in world history and 

he would go was the local library. He was an avid reader, intelligent yet 
approachable. He was proud to have been a contestant on the original 
Jeopardy. 

Bobby and Tom owned and operated 5 video stores in Carmel Valley, 

last for 20 years!” And it did!

During those years, Tom could be seen driving up and down Carmel 
Valley Road in his prized red Miata. 

In October 1998, Tom and Bobby moved to Hacienda Carmel which 
would become not only his forever home, but his forever community. 

of the casual group that met each afternoon in the lobby at Hacienda 

chair and join in on the laughter, the nonsense, the sharing of personal 
stories and the light-hearted conversations there. All led by Tom. His 
circle of friends and family loved him dearly and he will be greatly 
missed. 

Tom Kristian Jensen is survived by his wife, Bobby; son Peter of 
Denmark; daughter Kristine of New York; daughters of his heart Toni 
(Rick) and Denise (Ed). Grandchildren Michael, Marie, Ashley and A.J. 
Great-grandchildren Isabella and Valentin. And many other family 
members and friends. 

County Food Bank or St. Jude’s. 

A Celebration of Tom’s Life will be planned for family and friends at a 
later date when it is safe to gather together. 

Condolences may be written 
to the family at

www.bermudezfamilyfunerals.com
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Felicia Noto Colton
June 21, 1947-November 26, 2020

the number of full-time residents in the 
city, Rerig mentioned other vacation des-
tinations have imposed an “excise tax” on 
part-time residents. But since the pandem-
ic has made living in cities uncomfortable, 
and even untenable, many people have 
fled their metropolises in Northern and 
Southern California to purchase full-time 
homes here, as any realtor and the asses-
sor’s office can attest. The year saw record 
property sales on the Monterey Peninsula, 
peaking the week of Sept. 27-Oct. 3, with 
76 properties changing hands for a total of 
$139,065,500.

At the January 2020 breakfast, guests 
had a chance to ask Rerig and Potter ques-
tions. They focused on water and why the 
city hasn’t built a parking lot at Sunset 
Center or under Devendorf Park. (Answer 
a year ago: It would be too expensive. An-
swer now: With the city’s budget gutted 
due to a huge drop in sales tax revenues, 
it’s beyond too expensive.)

They also discussed the new partnership 
between the Carmel Residents Association, 
city hall and the business community. But 
since no one can actually get together these 
days, who knows where that all stands?

To possibly find the answer — and 
whatever else is new in the city and coun-
ty, perhaps even including subjects beyond 
viruses and vaccines — sign up for the vir-
tual event at carmelchamber.org. Also un-
like last year’s breakfast, it’s free, and you 
won’t have to wear a name tag or shake 
anyone’s hand.

Not just the state of the city anymore
By MARY SCHLEY

THE CHAMBER of Commerce’s 
annual Business Beat Breakfast won’t in-
clude breakfast, but it will include not just 
the traditional State of the City speech, but 
a State of the County talk, too.

On Friday, Feb. 5, from 8:30 to 10 a.m., 
during the Carmel Chamber of Commerce’s 
“2021 Virtual State of the City & County,” 
Mayor Dave Potter and city administrator 
Chip Rerig will present an update on all the 
goings-on in town during the past year and 
what lies ahead, and this year, 5th District 
Monterey County Supervisor Mary Adams 
will give a talk, too, about the county.

Where are they now?
At last year’s annual breakfast, when 

more than a hundred people gathered at 
large round tables at the Hyatt Carmel 
Highlands, Rerig talked about the city’s 
budget and made a pitch for the sales-tax 
increase that voters later approved just as 
the county entered its first coronavirus-re-
lated shutdown in mid-March.

He also said he was working on ways 
to convince commercial property owners 
not to lease to businesses that might be bad 
for the city, like foot-massage parlors (and 
shyster skincare shops). Now, of course, 
vacant storefronts can be found on almost 
every downtown block, due to the econom-
ic impacts of nearly a year of shutdowns — 
but the skincare stores are still here.

On the upside, when asked how to boost 

See NONPROFIT page 29A

with illness and disabilities.” 
“It’s such a critical service that we offer, 

and there’s so much demand for it,” Kel-
li Brown of Coastal Kids Home Care told 
The Pine Cone.

There are few providers in the market-
place offering what Coastal Kids Home 
Care does, Brown suggested. 

“We’re the only nonprofit in California 
who is doing this,” she said.

The nonprofit is committed to the idea 
that it’s better to keep kids at home. “Kids 

Nonprofit helps parents care 
for seriously ill 3-year-old

By CHRIS COUNTS

A NONPROFIT that recently received 
a grant of $1.2 million from federal taxpay-
ers to help care for severely ill or disabled 
youngsters, Salinas-based Coastal Kids 
Home Care is caring for a youngster who 
lives at the mouth of Carmel Valley and is 
suffering from a rare type of cancer.

Founded 15 years ago as a pediatric 
home health agency and serving Monterey, 
Santa Cruz, San Benito and Santa Clara 
counties, the Salinas nonprofit cares for 
“650 medically fragile infants and children 
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Just when you thought you were done with 2020, it’s tax season

SHOULDN’T EVERYONE get a refund for 2020? It 
seems right. We bought tickets for a normal year, the seats 
were good, the overture went OK, then kerblooey! The plot 
began to stink around March and only got worse. And you 
couldn’t even stomp out in protest.

While nobody could be blamed for wanting to respond 
by setting their tax forms on fire, that’s not recommended. 
Instead, The Pine Cone turned to some local tax profes-

sionals for their thoughts.
Rob Lee, partner-in-charge 

at Hayashi and Wayland’s Car-
mel office, said that his firm is 
still trying to help some clients 
track down their first stimulus 
checks from April. Although 
not strictly a tax issue — and 
the checks are not taxable in-
come — when it comes to the 
government and money, Lee 
said people naturally call their 
tax accountants, and they’re 
happy to help when they can.

People who filed taxes elec-
tronically in 2020 and had their 

banking information on file with the IRS automatically got 
their stimulus payments deposited into those accounts. Ev-
eryone else’s checks were mailed, and that’s when things 
got more challenging. Anyone who moved after they filed, 
for example, had to wait until the check went to their old 
address, came back to the Treasury Department and was 
duly recorded there before they could request a new one.

By ELAINE HESSER

TAX cont. on page 17A

F I N A N C I A L S E RV I C E S
O N  T H E  P E N I N S U L A

Rob Lee
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F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

MAYBE THEY should be called 
something else, or maybe it’s just a part of 
some people’s brains that shuts down when 
it comes to numbers and finance, but re-
verse mortgages can be a little confusing.

They’ve also been suspect because 
they’re intended for seniors, a group noto-
riously taken advantage of by all sorts of 
hucksters — and indeed, some people have 
suffered losses, thanks to unscrupulous 
lenders.

However, a reverse mortgage is just 
a financial tool — a way for seniors take 
out the equity they have in their houses, 
said Maggie Castillo, a local reverse mort-
gage educator with the American Advisors 
Group.

“It’s good for older homeowners who 
have no income or a fixed income and can’t 
qualify for a refi because the income’s not 
there to support a monthly payment,” Cas-
tillo explained. The amount available to 
the homeowner is calculated by taking the 
value of the home less any mortgage that 
is owed.

The two eligibility requirements for a re-
verse mortgage are that the borrower must 
be at least 62 years old and, of course, have 

some equity 
in their home. 
Someone with 
a spouse who 
is younger than 
that should en-
sure things are 
set up so if the 
older spouse 
dies first, the 
survivor can 
remain in the 
home. That’s 
the sort of 
thing that a 
professional — like Castillo, with 26 years 
in the business — can help address.

She explained that a reverse mort-
gage can provide a lump-sum payment, a 
monthly source of income, a line of credit 
or monthly payments for a specific term, 
depending on the borrower’s needs — or 
wants. One gentleman, for example, took 
the lump sum and bought the high-end 
sports car he’d always coveted, which Cas-
tillo described as the “it’s my money and 

Reverse mortgage tips from a pro
By ELAINE HESSER

MORTGAGE cont. on page 17A
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F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

THE INSANITY of 2020 — with a pandemic, wild-
fires, violent protests and a hotly contested presidential 
election — had some equally bizarre business conse-
quences. Even as local retailers and restaurateurs lost un-
told amounts of money, realtors watched their market heat 
up as remarkable sales records were set and total sales sur-
passed $2 billion for the first time.

In the midst of it all, Mike Canning, who runs his 
namesake team at Sotheby’s, took a long view, knowing 
that he can’t rest on his considerable laurels. “In 32 years, 
I’ve seen a number of cycles,” he said philosophically — 
and he can describe them from memory in detail, includ-
ing the dot-com bust of 2000-2001 and the recession of 
2008-2009.

Canning, whose name is synonymous with Pebble 
Beach real estate, has been in the business since 1988, 
when he joined a San Francisco Bay area firm and devel-
oped its first outreach to Carmel and Pacific Grove.

He said he’s always been fascinated by real estate, al-
though he said he “grew up in the newspaper business,” 
which was his father’s line of work in their home in Col-
orado. Nevertheless, Canning said, “there was just some-
thing about terra firma” that intrigued him.

Every inch of the market
When he was an undergrad majoring in political sci-

ence and government at the University of Denver, he took 
several courses on the subject, and went on to study real 
estate law there, earning his J.D. in 1980.

Once he got to California, however, he said, “I decided 
to try my hand at brokerage, and develop an expertise. I 
always said, ‘Be the king of the hill, but pick a hill that’s 
manageable.’” He didn’t say anything about starting out on 
the cheap end of the market, though.

He set his sights on Pebble Beach and worked especial-
ly hard to learn every inch of the coastline, with its 29 lots, 
and the 45 properties that front on the Pebble Beach Golf 
Links. His first big listing was Bing Crosby’s house on the 
13th Fairway. Canning said he noticed that it had been list-
ed for sale, but the listing had expired, so he called up the 
owner and took it over, selling it for $4 million in 1989.

Canning’s efforts to learn about the neighborhoods 
there were considerable, as were his goals. “I wanted to 
know every person’s name and know that whole sub-mar-
ket right down to the marrow,” he said. He even took the 
time to mail personal postcards to potential out-of-town 
buyers.

He attributes recent, sharp increases in sales to people 
fleeing the cities during the pandemic and the simultane-
ous movement for people to work from home, although he 
conceded that a lot of folks in his market weren’t restricted 
to an office even before Covid-19. Instead, he said, “it’s the 
natural beauty, the outdoor recreation and the scale of the 
community” that attracts people.

Canning went on to say that the current boom “turned 
the market on its head,” in a way. “The trend was simpler, 
less fuss, but now everyone wants larger homes and lots 
with big yards.” He said that there was a similar rush on 
property in Marin County and Tahoe, among other areas.

Beverly Hills panache
Although real estate is an investment, Canning said it’s 

a subjective one — even at the multi-million-dollar lev-
el. “Clients see it as an investment they can enjoy living 
in.” He believes that Pebble Beach has “the same panache 
as Beverly Hills, but the lifestyle is lower key. There’s so 
much to do here with the golf scene, cultural activities and 
restaurants, but the scale is different from a metropolitan 

In real estate, Mike Canning says knowing your goals is key to success
By ELAINE HESSER

area,” he said.
In Canning’s operation, the personal touch is still im-

portant. He continues to send out those personal, snail-
mail postcards in addition to using digital and print me-
dia for sales. “We’re not trying to be second-best. We’re 
always trying to be the best and ask, ‘What can we do to 
elevate our business?’”

He’s absolutely adamant about sharing his success with 
team members, including his wife, Nancy, daughter Jess 
and son Nic. Brian Keck, who specializes in properties in 
Rancho San Carlos (the Preserve) and Dave Reese, who 
works in the Carmel Highlands, came aboard in the last 

couple years, as well.
Becky Jones, managing broker at Sotheby’s, cited Can-

ning’s “record-breaking year,” in which his group “repre-
sented over $400 million in volume sales, dealt with some 
of the most complicated transactions during unprecedent-
ed pandemic times, and never missed a beat.” She went on 
to say that they were the No. 1 team “in Monterey County 
and beyond.”

“This was not just a lucky year. We did a lot of hard 
work, consistently, with a very small market,” Canning af-
firmed. “It’s been enormously fun growing this team and 
mentoring these young, bright, entrepreneurial people.”

Investment and insurance products: • Not insured by the FDIC or any other federal government 
agency • Not a deposit of, or guaranteed by, the bank or an affiliate of the bank • May lose value 
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may be for the state. Lee noted that many of the employ-
ers he works with knew that those federal deductions went 
away with the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, so they cov-
ered those expenses for their employees, and some even 
provided stipends for high-speed internet connections.

Payroll
Other news concerns the Small Business Administra-

tion’s Paycheck Protection Program. The money was given 
as a tax-free, low-interest loan, with the promise that if it 
was used to pay employees’ salaries (and a few other ex-
penses), it would not need to be paid back.

In the original version of the program, although the in-
come was untaxed, the payroll payments for which it was 
used were not tax deductible for federal purposes. Normal-
ly, payroll is a large part of a business owner’s deductible 
expenses, so that prohibition was unwelcome.

In fact, the SBA wrote on Dec. 28, “Without a legisla-
tive fix, small businesses with forgiven PPP loans or those 
with a reasonable expectation of forgiveness were facing 
likely tax increases of up to 37 percent for 2020.” (For the 
full article, see bit.ly/3sfGDFt.)

As the year drew to a close, Congress changed the 
policy so that payroll and certain other business expenses 
paid with PPP loans were, in fact, deductible for federal 
tax purposes. And throughout the land, business owners 
heaved sighs of relief.

That is, until the ones here looked at California law, 
which, for state tax purposes, still does not allow them to 
deduct payroll and other expenses paid by the PPP. Lee, 
at least, was hopeful that California would change its po-
sition and follow the feds. “I’d be really surprised if Cali-
fornia kept its position,” he said, of course cautioning that 
was only a guess.

Lunch happy
On a happy note for restaurants, for 2021 and 2022, 

business meals will be 100 percent deductible under fed-
eral law. This doubles the previous 50-percent deduction 
and has jokingly been referred to as “the return of the 
three-martini lunch” in some quarters.

What does all this mean for you? The most common 
suggestions The Pine Cone received from accountants 
were to keep track of every scrap of paper if you received 
a PPP loan, pay attention to what’s going on in the legisla-
ture, employ a tax professional if you’re uncertain of how 
or what to file, and bring your patience. Taxes are still a 
certainty. They may just take a little longer.

www.compasstaxpros.com

 Taking New Clients

We service Individuals  
 & Business Taxpayers

 Over 35 years of 
 experience in Taxes

Debbie Hill, EA
2511 Garden Road, Ste B150
Monterey CA 93940 
admin@compasstaxpros.com
Ofc: 831-324-4114

Year round service

Margy Dunn, EA Debbie Hill, EA Maggie Manship, CRTP

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
TAX cont. from page 14A

Problems and questions 
from 2019 returns filed last 
year are still being resolved, 
Lee said. “Getting through 
to the IRS has always been 
tough,” he observed, specu-
lating that agents may be out 
sick, compounding typically 
slow response times. 

He noted that accountants 
don’t have a secret phone hot 
line to the IRS, and go through 
the same lengthy phone trees 
as everyone else — often only 

to hear a message that call volume is too high, followed 
by an abrupt disconnection. “You really need to have pa-
tience,” Lee said.

Differing rules
David Wilsey, a CPA in Carmel Rancho, agreed that 

patience was needed — especially when parsing the dif-
ferences between state and federal rules. For instance, Cal-
ifornians who lost work in 2020 and received unemploy-
ment benefits, will find that those benefits are taxable for 
federal purposes, but not for the state.

Wilsey also noted that some unreimbursed employment 
expenses are handled differently at state and federal levels. 
If you began working from home because of Covid-19, and 
you bought office supplies or a computer to do so, those 
expenses are not deductible for federal purposes, but they 

*Lender credit: up to $1,500 credit toward third-party closing costs and waiver or our usual $350 origination fee. 
All loans subject to credit approval. Owner-occupied 1-4 unit California residential property only. Maximum loan-

Rates and programs terms subject to change without notice. MCU 
employees, volunteers and immediate family members are not eligible. MCU complies with applicable state and 

GET A MORTGAGE WITH MCU
REFINANCE ANOTHER LENDERS LOAN

UP TO $1500 LENDER CREDIT*

Its Easy! 
Apply Today!

831-647-1000Downtown Monterey

Monterey, CA 93940 

Harden Ranch 1760 Airline Highway

NMLS# 486797
YOUR SAVINGS INSURED TO $500,000 PER ACCOUNT

This institution is not federally insured, 
or insured by any state government.

People who bought equipment and supplies to work at home may 
be able to deduct them for state, but not federal, taxes.

David Wilsey

MORTGAGE cont. from page 15A

I’m going to do what I want to do,” approach.
More pragmatically, Castillo suggested that a 67-year-

old who wanted to delay receiving Social Security benefits 
until he was 70 to maximize benefits, might retire from his 
job and take a three-year term of monthly payments.

Some people just want to have cash on-hand — for 
example, in case of a medical emergency — so a line of 
credit makes sense. Others elect to receive monthly pay-
ments that allow them to maintain their lifestyles, includ-
ing travel and the like, while remaining in their homes. 
The income is not usually taxable, but unlike a traditional 
mortgage, the interest is not deductible. Castillo recom-
mends checking with a tax professional to be certain.

She added that, “Just like a traditional mortgage, the 
owner remains on title — so long as they continue to pay 
property taxes, homeowner’s insurance, and comply with 
loan terms.”

She continued, “The mortgage comes due when the 

MORTGAGE cont. on page 18A

On a happy note for restaurants, 
for 2021 and 2022, business meals 

will be 100 percent deductible
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F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

house is no longer the primary residence — whether it’s 
due to selling, change of title ownership, or the owner 
dies or is out of the house for more than 12 consecutive 
months.” That can include time away from home for med-
ical care, as in a nursing home.

“The heirs will never owe more than the value of the 
home of the time of sale. If the home value is less than 
the mortgage balance, FHA insurance pays the difference 
upon loan maturity,” she said.

Approach with care
The Home Equity Conversion Mortgage is a reverse 

mortgage program administered by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, and insured by the 
FHA. These loans require meeting with an independent, 
government-approved counselor, who must address alter-
natives to the Home Equity Conversion Mortgage and help 
people compare things like costs and payment options to 
find the best fit.

Generally, with that mortgage, you can only take out 
60 percent of the amount you’re eligible for in the first 
year. Castillo said that was to stop borrowers from blowing 
through their equity too quickly.

And, if you don’t have much equity in your home, if 
you’re not planning to stay there very long or if you want 
to leave a large chunk of property to your heirs, for exam-
ple, a reverse mortgage might not be right for you.

MORTGAGE cont. from page 17A The Federal Trade Commission’s website cautions 
that some salespeople may pressure borrowers to use the 
money “to buy other financial products, like an annuity or 
long-term care insurance,” and recommends resisting that 
pressure. Another warning sign is if someone tries to rush 
you through the process.

The agency said, “The bottom line: If you don’t un-
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Made Right. Made Right Here.Made Right. Made Right Here.

If you don’t understand the cost 
or features of a reverse mortgage, 

walk away

derstand the cost or features of a reverse mortgage, walk 
away. If you feel pressure or urgency to complete the deal 
— walk away.”

However, Castillo said that for many seniors, a reverse 
mortgage is just right. If you’re curious, you can contact a 
professional — or read the basics by going to hud.gov and 
entering reverse mortgage in the search window.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally
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Pacific Grove, CA.
Est. 1960
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Phone 831-373-5050
Fax 831-373-0363

Open 8am-5pm • Monday-Friday
234 Grand Avenue, Pacific Grove

Corner of Grand Ave. and Laurel Ave. 

Complimentary 
Pick up & Delivery 

for folks 65 and Older.* 

We will also fill your
 gas tank on your 

request.** * Within a 5 mile radius  
**Price of fuel will be 
    added to your invoice

Due to the recent COVID-19 outbreak, 
we have taken measures to protect your health 

as well as ours.
 

We have implemented a mandatory new gloves 
per car policy, as well as: a wipe down of door 
handles, steering wheel, transmission shifter, 
brake lever, and key using disinfecting wipes 

specifically for bacteria and virus. 

This will happen at the beginning of the service 
and at the end when the vehicle is parked. 

Along with good hygiene, we are doing our 
best to serve our customers and protect them 

from getting sick. It is mandatory for our 
employees to stay home if they are sick. In 
addition, we have installed hand sanitizer 
dispensers in the shop and in the lobby for 

both customers and employees to use.

We care about you and our employees and 
want to assure you that we are doing our best 

to serve your needs and best interests.

Matteson’s 
AUTO REPAIR

Know that your car and health are always cared for at

Thank you for your continued 
support and loyalty,

From all of us at 
Matteson’s Auto 

Repair.

NO  
HEARING LOSS

TREATED  
HEARING LOSS

UNTREATED  
HEARING LOSS

It’s
Your

 NOT YOUR EARS.

that 
hears.BRAIN

BrainHearing™ technology supports 
the work done by your own unique 

hearing brain.

Your ears and brain work together as a system.  
Your brain performs 4 key tasks when you listen...

Orient

Recognize

Focus

Separate

The brain constantly uses both ears 
to orient itself and know what’s 
happening in the environment.

The brain depends on its ability to 
recognize a sound in order to make 
sense of it.

The brain uses both ears to focus on 
what’s important, especially in noisy 
sound environments.

The brain separates relevant sounds 
from competing noise.

Give Your Brain Exactly What 
it Needs to Hear...

...instruments with BrainHearing™ technology.

BrainHearing™ technology:

Helps 
both ears 

work 
together

Recognizes  
and preserves 

natural  
speech

Separates 
speech from 
background  

noise

Coordinates 
how sound is best  

understood by 
your brain

B

H l

trum

e
e

Give
it N

...inst

LONG-TERM STUDY IS A WAKE-UP CALL TO ADDRESS 

THE RISKS OF UNTREATED HEARING LOSS.

Actively Using Hearing Aids helps reduce the Risk of Cognitive Decline. *

HEARING LOSS SOCIAL ISOLATION COGNITIVE DECLINE

Hearing Affects Everything 
Between Your Ears.

Please call today for your free hearing exam
Valley Hearing Center 

831.373.4427  |  880 Cass St., Ste. 101  |  Monterey, Ca 93940

parks. We cite and eject people from state 
parks if they disturb wildlife.”

Marshall said many drone operators 
act responsibly and do research to confirm 
they are flying legally. But he said some 
don’t. “If they would just follow the exist-
ing rules, we won’t have to create a bunch 
of new rules for them,” he added. “The 
guys paying attention are not the problem.”

The state parks official noted that 
drones have many practical applications 
beyond recreation. Villasenor, for instance, 
uses a drone to help solve crimes, while 
researchers in Big Sur have used them for 
many purposes.

Man loses control of drone over 
El Sur Ranch, gets busted

By CHRIS COUNTS

A MAN was cited for trespassing af-
ter his drone crashed Jan. 17 on the El Sur 
Ranch in Big Sur.

According to Jesse Villasenor of the 
Monterey County Sheriff’s Office, Adrian 
Cisneros was ticketed after he “lost con-
trol” of his drone, which hit a telephone 
pole and crashed on ranch land. Villasenor 
reported that the drone had been flying 
over cattle. The incident happened around 
3 p.m.

Monterey County Sheriff’s Office 
spokesman Derrel Simpson told The Pine 
Cone that the man may face another charge 
for illegally operating a drone. 

Recreational use of drones is heavily 
regulated in Big Sur, and according to the 
California State Parks website, the auton-
omous flying craft are prohibited in re-
serves, which include Monterey County’s 
most popular day-use site, Point Lobos 
State Reserve.

Disturb wildlife, pay fine
As for local state parks, like nearby 

Andrew Molera and Pfeiffer-Big Sur, dis-
trict ranger Brent Marshall said drones are 
off-limits for all practical purposes be-
cause they disturb wildlife, which violates 
state law.

“Drones are so disruptive they’re kind 
of self-regulating,” Marshall explained. 
“In that sense, they are prohibited in state 

CRA seeking
COY nominations

THE CARMEL Residents Association 
is asking locals to nominate candidates for 
the Citizen of the Year award, and submis-
sions are due Feb. 15.

Candidates must live, have a business or 
work in Carmel-by-the-Sea or its “sphere 
of influence,” and have “enhanced the 
lives” of people living in town, such as by 
contributing to the parks or volunteering 
with a community organization. Nomina-
tions can be mailed to CRA Citizen of the 
Year, PO Box 13, Carmel, CA 93921 or 
emailed to info@carmelresidents.org.
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THE BEST OF AUTO, HOME & GARDEN

 To advertise in this section please call Jessica Caird (831) 274-8590 (Monterey, Pacifi c Grove, Seaside, Sand City) or Meena Lewellen (831) 274-8655 (Carmel, Carmel Valley, Pebble Beach)

CATE ELECTRICAL
License No. 218160

Family owned and in Carmel since 1961

(831) 624-5361
Dolores & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

2020 BEST 
ELECTRICIAN

12 Years!

SERVICE • LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

REMODELS • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGERS

DESIGN & INSTALLATION

• Awnings - Stationary/Retractable
• Recovers • Exterior Solar Screens
• Residential/Commercial

831-372-3539
210 North Main St., Salinas            www.acmeawnings.com

Acme Awning Co.
Lic. #8431548

(831) 375-8158 
•

blind in the eye as a result. The bird was in significant pain, the 
SPCA said, and needed surgery to stop it. SPCA veterinarian Dr. 
Kate Riley performed the intricate procedure.

“We removed the front part of the eye and the insides — the 
lens and retina,” Riley told The Pine Cone. “Leaving the out-
er shell of the eye in place means that the muscles, nerves, and 
blood vessels aren’t disrupted, which makes healing faster and 
helps preserve their sense of balance and their hearing. We then 
remove the eyelid edges and suture them together, so there was 
nothing open to get irritated or infected.” 

After the bird recovered, employees at the SPCA Wildlife 
Center put the owl into a “flight cage” to strengthen his flying 
and hunting abilities. Center manager Ciera Duits-Cavanaugh 
explained how that works.

“We offer live food for all head- and eye-injury patients, as 
well as juvenile patients, to ensure they can successfully hunt,” 
she said. “For screech owls, we often give a combination of mice 
and insects, such as crickets and mealworms.”

The owl progressed from a smaller cage to a larger one as 
he improved. A motion sensor camera in the enclosure helped 
wildlife center workers monitor the owl without making direct 
human contact.

Once the bird was healthy and ready to be released, Brook-
houser said they contacted the driver who had the run-in with the 
owl so he could be present when the animal was let go near where 
he was found. A New Year’s Day video shows an SPCA employee 
open a small pet carrier. After 20 seconds, the owl perches on the 
end of the carrier. 

“I remember you,” said the driver, just before the little owl 
flew off into the night sky. 

OWL
From page 1A

health officials “continue to take into account, partly, 
issues of equity in deciding how much vaccine goes out 
to each county.” State officials, he added, are also now 
factoring in the number of people in each county who 
are 65 and older as a way of determining how much 
vaccine counties get. 

It wasn’t clear, however, how the county’s demo-
graphics would support a decision to allocate fewer 
doses here than elsewhere.

Regarding the state’s recommendation that those 65 
and older who don’t live in senior facilities get vacci-
nated in the next group, Moreno said county officials 
are reviewing “additional guidance” from the state 
about immunizing that group. He did not offer details 
about what that entails.

“We continue to review that guidance in anticipation 
of moving into Phase 1b, tier 1, hopefully, hopefully 
soon,” he said.

The Pine Cone asked Moreno if his office is actively 
petitioning the state to get more vaccine for Monterey 
County.

“Good question,” he said. “I’ll have to go back and 
check with our planning team to see if we have done 
that.”

Lots of waiting
Dr. Caroline Kennedy, medical director for the 

Monterey County Health Department Clinic Services, 
which operates 10 clinics in Salinas and Seaside for 
those who can’t pay, said the clinics’ electronic medical 
record program allows employees to track exactly who 
needs to be immunized when. However, the clinics are 
on standby until the county gets enough vaccine to im-
munize people in subsequent tiers.  

“It takes about 30 seconds to run” a report on the 
program “to find out who and what age needs the vac-
cine and who has received the first dose and who hasn’t 
received the second dose,” Kennedy said. “We do have 
about 20,000 patients 16 and older who would qualify 
for the vaccine. We have about 850 over the age of 75.”

Kennedy said it would not take her staff long to start 
administering the vaccine at “high volume,” once a 
greater supply of vaccine arrives.

“Just like the rest of the public, we are really waiting 
for more vaccine,” she said.

Prashant Shinde, bureau chief for clinic services, 

said the agency is still awaiting three ultra-low tem-
perature freezers to store the Pfizer vaccine. The freez-
ers — which have been delayed — are expected to ar-
rive the first week of February.

“We do have an alternate plan of using dry ice, if 
needed, in case the vaccine is allocated to us” before the 
freezers arrive, Shinde told reporters Wednesday.

Like Kennedy, Shinde said the clinics would be pre-
pared to administer vaccine to a large group of people 
“swiftly.” He spoke of a “mass vaccination module,” 
which would allow easy registration and scheduling 
and allow many people per day to be vaccinated. 

“I think at this moment it all depends upon the sup-
ply and demand,” he said. “With a huge supply, we can 
(use) as many doses as we can get our hands on.”

Moderna vax held
Meanwhile, the county’s four hospitals had shelved 

a total of nearly 5,000 doses of the Moderna version. 
The doses were part of a much larger batch that is being 
blamed on allergic reactions in fewer than 10 people 
in one Southern California clinic. The people received 
medical attention and have since recovered.

The vaccine lot — numbered 041L20A — includ-
ed 330,000 doses that were shipped to 287 healthcare 
providers in California Jan. 5-12. Monterey County’s 
four hospitals received a total of 6,100 doses from the 
suspect batch. 

“The hospitals have been asked not to administer 
those vaccines for the first or second dose,” Moreno 
said.

While 4,700 doses have been shelved, 1,400 hospi-
tal employees have already been immunized with doses 
from that lot.

Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula 
spokeswoman Monica Sciuto said the hospital received 
2,800 doses from the batch. Of that, 1,070 were admin-
istered to people at a clinic last week. None of those 
who received the vaccine — which included people in 
the first three tiers of the Phase 1a, most of whom were 
not hospital employees — had severe reactions.

“There were no significant side effects for anyone 
receiving that lot number at Community Hospital,” 
Sciuto told The Pine Cone.

On Thursday morning, Sciuto said officials had 
cleared the vaccine lot for use. 

“The Western States Scientific Safety Review Work-
group found no cases of anaphylaxis or other serious 
reaction to the vaccine in any of the fewer than 10 cases 
that were reported as concerns and led to the temporary 
suspension,” Sciuto reported.

VACCINE
From page 1A

This SPCA em-
ployee releases 
a small screech 
owl rescued by 
a man whose 
vehicle struck the 
bird in Novem-
ber. The SPCA 
performed 
surgery to repair 
the owl’s eye 
before he was 
released on 
Jan. 1.
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Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS

LINE-UP
SMOKED BABY BACK RIBS

18 PIECES, BBQ & MUSTARD SAUCE

BRAISED GREENS 
WITH BACON & ONIONS

SOUTHERN STYLE RANCH BEANS
WITH BACON & ONIONS

CABBAGE & BRUSSELS SPROUTS
SWANK FARMS

APPLE CIDER SLAW DRESSING
CORNBREAD & HONEY BUTTER

HOUSE-MADE

LINE-UP
CAB SLIDER BEEF PATTIES

8 EA. WITH BUNS, LETTUCE & TOMATO

1.5 LBS. SMOKED PULLED PORK
BBQ SAUCE

LOADED POTATO SKINS
BACON, CHEESE, SCALLIONS

POTATO CHIPS
HOUSE-MADE WITH ONION DIP

QUAIL BAKED MAC & CHEESE
PICKLE CHIPS

HOUSE-MADE

WHAT’S YOUR GAME PLAN?
PRE-ORDER FOR PICK-UP BY THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4

CALL 831.620.8875.

LIVE FROM YOUR HOME!
FOR THE BIG GAME  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7

VS

B
A

B
Y

 B

ACK RIBS Beef Sliders

BABY BACK RIB 
PLATTER  $95

Beef Sliders
Platter $75

EACH PLATTER SERVES UP TO 4 PEOPLE!

DAILY HOURS
11AM - 7PM
Call or order at
FishHopper.com
831 372-8543
700 Cannery Row

- Seafood
- Steaks 
- Lobster and Crab
-  Award Winning

Clam Chowder
-  Locals Menu - $19.95

featuring 2 Course Meal*

15% OFF ALL ORDERS
*EXCLUDES SPECIAL PROMOTIONS

FULL MENU AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP, 
CURBSIDE SERVICE & DELIVERY

FOOD

The program includes Janácek’s String Quartet  No. 1, 
Korngold’s String Quartet No. 3 in D Major, Op. 34, and 
Dvorák’s String Quartet No.12 in F Major, Op. 96.

The piece by Janácek was inspired by Leo Tolstoy’s 
novella “The Kreutzer Sonata,” a tale of an unhappy mar-

riage that doesn’t end well.
Although Korngold was Austrian, he was also Jewish, 

and in 1934, he fled the Nazis and settled in Hollywood, 
where he found success by writing the scores to several 
Oscar Award-winning films — a first among classical 
composers. It was in California where he wrote the piece 
the quartet will play, which was also his last chamber work.

Like Korngold’s composition, Dvorák’s piece was also 
written in the United States. The famous Czech composer 
wrote it in a small town in Iowa in 1893.

The quartet released its third album, “Babel,” in Oc-

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED WITH STREAMED CONCERT
CELEBRATING its 10th anniversary this year with 

the release of its third album, the Calidore String Quar-
tet streams a concert Saturday, Jan. 23, at 7 p.m.

Presented by Chamber Music Monterey Bay, the per-
formances marks the quartet’s “local” debut.

The quartet was founded at the Colburn School in Los 
Angeles in 2010 and soon won grand prizes in the Fis-
choff, Coleman, Chesapeake, and Yellow Springs com-
petitions, as well as others. The lineup includes violinists 
Jeffrey Myers and Ryan Meehan, violist Jeremey Berry 
and cellist Estelle Choi. They are the string quartet-in-res-
idence for the prestigious Chamber Music Society of Lin-
coln Center.

“They are mature beyond their years,” Amy Anderson, 
the artist director of Chamber Music Monterey Bay, told 
The Pine Cone. “They’re known for their technique and 
subtlety.”

Despite their relative youth, the members of the quartet 
have mastered a vast repertoire that focuses on contempo-
rary works. 

“It was hard to pick the program because we had a lot 
to choose from,” Anderson explained.

The concert pays tribute to three composers from the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries, Leos Janácek, Erich 
Wolfgang Korngold and Antonín Dvorák. See MUSIC page 23A

See ART page 29A

Chamber Music Monterey Bay streams a concert Saturday by the Calidore String Quartet (left). Violinist Mads Tolling (right) is one of  
nine live acts performing at this year’s Whalefest Monterey, which kicks off this week and will be streamed on the internet.

Museum unveils 
‘long overdue’ show on 
pioneering modernist

CONSIDERED ONE of “art history’s greatest lost 
treasures,” the late painter Francis McComas is getting 
a retrospective exhibit of his work for the first time since 
1939. A virtual show, “Rediscovering California’s First 
Modernist,” opens this week. Presented by the Monterey 
Museum of Art, the exhibit can be viewed at montereyart.
org.

“Although most people today don’t know who he was, 

he was one of the most important artists in the Western 
United States in the early 20th century,” guest curator Rob 
Pierce told The Pine Cone. “He was extremely important 
in bringing modernism to the forefront in California, espe-
cially in San Francisco, which was the cultural hub of the 
West. He was a very vocal, visible and active proponent of 

The Monterey Museum of Art is giving the late Francis McComas 
his first retrospective show since 1939. 

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS
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Soup to Nuts
By MARY SCHLEY

with apple cider slaw dressing, and cornbread and honey 
butter. The Beef Sliders Platter, meanwhile, costs $75 and 
features eight Angus beef slider patties with buns, lettuce 
and tomato, 1.5 lbs. of smoked pulled pork with barbecue 
sauce, potato skins loaded with bacon and cheese, potato 
chips with house-made onion dip, baked mac ’n’ cheese, 
and house-made pickles.

Fans should order by Feb. 4 by calling (831) 620-8875. 
Quail Lodge is located at 8205 Valley Greens Drive off 
Carmel Valley Road. See quaillodge.com/edgars for more 
information.

Drive-through drinks

Enjoying them while behind the wheel may not be an 
option, but a lineup of new cocktails is on offer every Sat-
urday from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Lucia Restaurant + Bar at 
Bernardus Lodge in Carmel Valley, and you can even pick 
them up without leaving your car.

The “Saturday ‘Night’ Cap — Drive Through Cocktail 
Experience” includes to-go hot adult beverages paired 
with freshly baked cookies still warm from the oven. 

Choose from spiked hot chocolate with Sailor Jerry 
spiced rum and orange bitters, Sonoma-Style Cider with 
Redwood Empire bourbon and Amaretto, a Citrus Tree 
Hot Toddy with Italian Malfy gin and Bernardus honey, 
and Caramel Scotch Coffee with Dewars and butterscotch 
schnapps. The cost is $15 per cocktail, which includes two 
cookies.

Kids can choose Sleepytime hot tea, hot chocolate or 
apple cider for $7.50 — and they get cookies, too.

Monday through Thursday, Lucia has a Curbside Cock-
tail Hour from 4 to 6 p.m., including the signature Bernar-
dus Margarita kit ($20 for a pint or $40 for a quart with a 
bag of ice, salt and lime), Bernardus wines by the glass 
for $15, and a few draft beers for $6.50 per pint or $12.50 
per quart.

State regulations require that customers getting alco-
holic beverages to go also order food, so plan on picking 
up something to eat. Since it’s only offering takeout, Lu-
cia’s menu is a bit limited but still has plenty to choose 
from, including several salads, a burger, salmon, chicken, 
scallops, two steaks, and five pizzas.

Go to bernarduslodge.com for more information and to 
order. The lodge is located at 415 W. Carmel Valley Road 
at Laureles Grade in Carmel Valley.

Savor the Local at Other Brother

Carmel resident Colleen Logan’s farm-to-restaurant 
business, Savor the Local, will have a pop-up farm stand 
at Other Brother Beer’s mini-mart — which carries all 
sorts of goodies, including PigWizard PorkCorn in various 
flavors — Saturday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Representing 
small local organic farms, Savor the Local offers various 
produce items in season, farm-fresh eggs and other locally 
produced goods.

Football feasting, drive-through cocktails, and beer brought to your door
THIS WEEKEND is a big one for the NFL playoffs, 

with Green Bay, Tampa Bay, Buffalo and Kansas City 
competing Sunday for a chance to play in the Super Bowl 
Feb. 7. While the pandemic means you can’t have a house 
full of friends over to watch the double header, you can 
still grab some excellent grub to share with those allowed 
to be in front of the big screen with you.

The Crossroads BBQ — which also gets a shout-out 
this week for giving a good discount and free delivery to 
some locals who bought dinner for three dozen night-shift 

workers in the emergency department at Community Hos-
pital — is offering MVP Rib Bundles of 18 ribs for $38 
and 42 ribs for $88, and the Sideline Sandwich Spread for 
a minimum of five people at $14.50 per person, with meat, 
grilled bread and two sides. The BBQ Blitz costs $95 and 
feeds four to six, with a five-pack of hot links, a rack of 
ribs and a pound of tri-tip, as well as a pint each of potato 
salad, coleslaw and beans, and a loaf of garlic bread. The 
Kick Off, offered at the same price, includes half a chick-
en, 2 lbs. pulled pork, a rack of ribs, and a pint each of the 
same sides, plus bread.

Order online at thecrossroadsbbq.com or call (831) 
250-7616. Curbside pickup is available.

For the Super Bowl, Edgar’s at Quail Lodge is putting 
together platters with enough to feed four football fans. 
The Baby Back Rib Platter ($95) includes smoked baby 
back ribs with barbecue and mustard sauces, braised greens 
with bacon and onions, Southern-style ranch beans (also 
with bacon and onions), cabbage and Brussels sprouts 

Ad Astra Bread Co., which operates a bakery inside the 
building on Broadway, sells fresh bread, pastries and other 
goodies, and various Other Brother beers in cans are avail-
able for purchase.

Other Brother is located at 877 Broadway Ave. in Sea-
side.

Rosé case sale

Winemaker Ian Brand usually sells out of his rosé each 
year, but thanks to the coronavirus pandemic and all the 
shutdowns that have resulted, he’s still got some left.

“In response to the unique circumstances and challeng-
es of 2020, for the first time in 10-plus years, rather than 
running out of stock as we approach vintage crossover, 
we have a limited supply of 2019 rosé available,” he an-
nounced this week. “This is a most unusual situation.”

To move the 2019 out and make way for the 2020 vin-
tage, the winery’s Le P’tit Paysan rosé is selling for $144 
per case — $12 per bottle for anyone who doesn’t feel like 
doing the math — until 11:59 p.m. Jan. 28.

See FOOD next page

Estate Winery
1972 Hobson Ave., Greenfield
831.386.0316

Carmel-by-the-Sea
San Carlos & 7th
831.626.WINE (9463)www.scheidvineyards.com

Home Delivery & Curbside Pick-Up Available

SCHEID WINES ARE JUST AS DELICIOUS AT HOME!

LOCALLOCAL
DELIVERYDELIVERY

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com 
$0.50 per word ($25 min. charge) 

• Add a photo for your event for only $25 •

CALENDAR
Jan. 26-29 — Don’t miss the award-winning 11th 

Annual Whalefest Monterey, a free virtual video event, 
Tuesday through Friday from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. for all ages. 
Details at MontereyWharf.com. 

Jan. 28 — Please Join Carmel Residents Association 
at 5 p.m. Thursday live online for “History of Live 
Theater in Carmel with Stephen Moorer.” Everyone is 

producers, writers, performers and stages about town and 
over the years. Go to www.carmelresidents.org page for 
Zoom login details.”   

Jan. 28 — Aspire Health Plan Presents: SMART Goals 
for Weight Loss, a Virtual Community Connections 
Class. SMART Goals are easy to use tools that help focus 
and motivate us. Start the New Year off right, with a SMART 
goal! Offered 10 to 11 a.m., event is free. Please register 
so we can know how many to expect. RSVP to (877) 663-
7651, or www.aspirehealthplan.org/connections2021

Feb. 6 — “Gung Hay Fat Choy!” Celebrate Chinese 
New Year with Dinner-to-Go from Baum & Blume! 
Delectable dim sum sampler plus entrees w/sides, 
handmade almond cookies, tea & fun surprises! Call for 
info or view menu at www.baumandblume.com; Baum 
& Blume and The Carriage House, 4 El Caminito Road, 
Carmel Valley (831) 659-0400.

 

rosinesmonterey.com
375-1400 • 434 Alvarado St., Monterey

Hours: Mon-Fri 11-8; Sat & Sun 9-8

We’re open for take-out & delivery! 
Thank you for your support! 

Call us for take-out orders, for delivery use the
‘Online Ordering’ tab on our website.

You won’t get to watch someone make it, and you can’t take the 
glass, but Bernardus Lodge now offers drive-through nightcaps.

PHOTO/COURTESY BERNARDUS
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WWW.PLAZADIAZ.COM

PLAZA DIAZ
RECEIVE 10% OFF

Use code PLAZADIAZ10
at our website & select curbside pickup

Since 2009 we have been operating at The
Presidio “DLI” serving those that serve.

- Dean, Jossie , Rob & Rene

DELIVERY 
THROUGH

Dinners - Family Meals - Prepared Meals
Opening 

January 27th

4pm - until sold out 
Curbside Available

Try our famous PRIME RIB carving station

831-624-3821

Dinner Specials✴ ✴

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Herb-Crusted Prime Rib
served with sautéed veggies, scalloped potatoes, 

garlic bread and sauce choice.
(Ask about other entrees available)

$19.99
Limited Time Special for

expires 1/30/21

“Guaranteed to add a little sunshine to your day,” he 
promised. “Get yourself a little something to enjoy during 
these unusually sunny California January days or to re-
mind you of those rosier days ahead of us.”

To order, call (831) 298-7227, go to ibrandwinery.com, 
email hello@ibrandwinery.com, or stop by the tasting 
room in the Village at 19 E. Carmel Valley Road anytime 
Thursday through Sunday between 1 and 5 p.m.

Fieldwork delivers

Fieldwork Brewing Company in downtown Monterey 
is now offering daily home delivery to Monterey, Seaside, 
Carmel, Pacific Grove and Pebble Beach for just $2.50, as 
long as orders are placed by 7 p.m. for same-day delivery 
and include at least three items chosen from a wide selec-
tion of 32-ounce cans and four-packs of 16-ounce cans.

Go to fieldworkbrewing.com/order and choose the 
Monterey location, and select the delivery option, then en-
ter your address. Fieldwork team members make the deliv-
eries with all the usual Covid precautions and will arrive 
within three hours after ordering. Customers are advised to 
wear a mask or face covering when receiving their orders.

Curbside pickup is also available at Field Work’s beer 
garden at 560 Munras Ave. Call (831) 324-0658 for more 
information.

V-Day right around the corner

Like almost everything these days, Valentine’s Day re-
quires a bit more creativity when it comes to celebrating 

FOOD
From previous page

this year, since the usual romantic dinner at a restaurant is 
impossible.

How about decorating cookies and pairing them with 
an effervescent rosé? Pacific Repertory Theatre will hold 
a Virtual Sweet and Sparkling Build-a-Cookie Social Sat-
urday, Feb. 13, at 4:30 p.m. via Zoom, with a cookie dec-
orating demonstration by Paris Bakery and wine pairing 
advice from Albatross Ridge winemaker Garrett Bowlus, 
who will be sharing the winery’s 2019 pétillant naturel rosé 
of pinot noir. Since it’s PacRep, the theater company’s All-
Stars and SoDA Kids will offer Valentine-themed enter-
tainment, too. Sign up to participate and pre-order cookie 
decorating kits and sparkling rosé by Feb. 7 at pacrep.org 
or by calling (831) 622-0100. 

Edgar’s at Quail Lodge has announced its lineup for a 
romantic Valentine’s Day dinner at home, with a prix fixe 
menu for $60 per person available for pickup on Sunday, 
Feb. 14, if ordered by Thursday, Feb. 11.

First-course choices include smoked trout tartine or 
wild lettuce salad, with entrée selections of scallops, rack 
of lamb or Tomahawk ribeye for two (with an additional 
charge of $25 per person). Dessert options are crème bru-
lee or chocolate tart.

To order, call (831) 620-8875. Edgar’s is located in 
Quail Lodge on Valley Greens Drive in Carmel Valley. See 
quaillodge.com/edgars for more.

P.G. coupon a rousing success

Restaurant customers used an impressive 4,357 $10-off 
coupons at the 34 establishments that participated in the 
Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce’s promotional cam-
paign, which started during the holiday season and ended 
Jan. 11. P.G. Chamber President Moe Ammar launched the 
effort to encourage locals and visitors to patronize local 
eateries during the holidays and then extended the promo-

tion to Jan. 11 after the county entered the latest shutdown 
early last month.

The program offered participating restaurants full re-
imbursement for each coupon turned in to the chamber af-
ter the promotion ended, and in the first four days, Ammar 
said, 4,357 coupons were returned, resulting in $43,570 in 
reimbursements. 

While he did not require proof the coupons had actually 
been used by customers, some restaurants provided sales 
reports or receipts. Either way, Ammar wasn’t worried. 
“They are all trustworthy people,” he said. “And they will 
never mess with the chamber.”

After nearly 30 years running the business organiza-
tion, Ammar also knows all of the restaurateurs, so he’s 
confident the results are as they seem.

“This was the best campaign, ever, due to its success 
and timing,” he said.

Three is the magic number

Montrio, Rio Grill and Tarpy’s are offering specials 
inspired by the number 3, and the deals are available for 
three weeks. Customers can get $3 select wines by the 
glass, draft beers and well drinks when they purchase at 
least one entrée or two appetizers, with a maximum of two 
drinks per main dish.

Or they can buy three entrées and get the fourth of 
equal or lesser value free.

Or they can order any three entrées and purchase a bot-
tle of wine from a limited list for a mere $3.

The promotions can’t be combined and are good 
through Jan. 31 at the Rio and Tarpy’s (both open daily 
from 11:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.) and Montrio, open Wednes-
day through Sunday from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Visit riogrill.com, tarpys.com and montrio.com for 
menus and other information.

tober. Musicologist Kai Christiansen will 
give a brief talk before each piece. 

Tickets are $30 for individuals and $45 
for households. For streaming details, visit 
chambermusicmontereybay.org.

A whale of a lineup

Starting Tuesday, the 11th annual 
Whalefest Monterey will be streamed live 
on the internet, along with nine live musi-
cal acts from far and near.

The lineup includes local reggae band 
Jonah & the Whale Watchers, a jazz 
trio featuring guitarist Brian Fitzgerald, 
bassist Robert Wider and drummer Keith 

Wieland, pianists Richard Carr, Nicho-
las Fettis, Michael Martinez and Louis 
Colaiannia, violinist Mads Tolling, man-
dolinist Dave Holodiloff, and Monterey 
International, a local trio led by accordi-
onist and keyboardist Mike Marotta Jr. 
that performs pretty much every style of 
music. 

“It’s a cool array of musicians,” publi-
cist Wendy Brickman suggested.

Besides live music, the four-day virtual 
gathering includes talks and presentations 
about Minke whales, dolphins and por-
poises, leatherback turtles, intertidal gas-
tropods, and other topics related to marine 
life.

The Whalefest continues Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. To stream the event, visit monterey-
wharf.com. For more details, visit whale-
fest.org.

MUSIC
From page 21A

Accordionist Mike Marotta Jr. (left) of Monterey International and mandolinist Dave Holidiloff (right) 
are among nine live acts scheduled to play at this year’s Whalefest Monterey, which starts Tuesday.
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ta Catalina’s campus,” said Kelsey Hightower (’09). “I’d 
spend my free periods bothering him in his office, and, to 
his credit, he never got annoyed with me — no matter how 
hard I tried.”

 “Mort was the best coach I ever had. He taught me 
discipline, sportsmanship, playing with the heart, and 
to have fun,” said Rae Gregory (’11). “I swam, laughed, 
worked hard and had fun throughout my four years be-
cause of Mort.”

 “I can still picture his huge smile and miss his con-
gratulatory hugs,” said Jessica Hightower (’05).

 “He took a shy, skinny kid and gave me confidence 
to feel like I could do anything on the softball field, and in 
life,” said Beth Luttrell Brookhouser (’92).

 “Mort truly valued sports in the lives of young wom-
en, and how they contributed to success in academics, and 
in life,” said Abbi Smith (’89).

 “He was steady, reliable, and easygoing – always 
there when you needed him, no matter what, no questions 
asked,” said Ashley Hightower (’03). 

 “I loved swimming for Jim, especially his love for 
classic rock,” said Sarah Clark Woolf (Class of ’89). “He 
had Pink Floyd blaring during every practice.”

“Mort” is a fourth-generation 
Carmelite — a house built by 
his great grandfather still stands 
on Camino Del Monte. He’s the 
son of Don (deceased) and Ada 
(about to turn 95), and younger 
brother of Mary Ellen Morton, 
who passed away in 2015 after 
a lifelong struggle with spinal 
meningitis. 

He says he was “a shy, but 
energetic kid” who loved sports, 
especially baseball, but decided 
as a Carmel High freshman that 
he wasn’t too fond of football. 

“It wasn’t a great experience 
— I wasn’t going to play the 
next year — so my cousin talked 
me into trying water polo,” Mor-
ton said.

‘I can do this’
When he discovered he could 

stand on the bottom of Carmel’s 
shallow pool, he opted to try 

In the pool and on the field, Coach Morton makes a big impression
FORTY YEARS after he was hired to teach and coach 

at Santa Catalina School, Jim Morton recalled that Donna 
Bua, the athletic director at the time, had been a student 
to Carmel High with his aunt, and also that some of the 
sisters at Catalina knew his uncle, whose daughters were 
enrolled there.

“So, I had a few connections before I ever walked 
through the door,” said the school’s longtime aquatics di-
rector, who has coached six varsity sports at Catalina over 
the decades.

Another selling point during the interview may have 
been that Morton was self-assured enough to be en-
gaged to a woman who could dolphin-kick his butt in any 
pool — a humbling admission for an aspiring swimming 
coach. Else Gunsten, who became his wife the follow-
ing year (1981) was Sweden’s national champion in the 
800-meter freestyle in 1972, 1973, and 1975 (the year she 
also won the 400) and placed fifth at the world champion-
ships one year.

“I’ve never raced her — I’m not that stupid,” Morton 
said.

No wonder those who vetted Morton surmised that he 
had the proper temperament to coach at an all-girls high 
school.

875 victories, 19 championships
Evidently, they were correct. Since 1980, Morton 

coached teams that have won 875 times, collecting eight 
league championships in field hockey, seven in swimming, 
three in water polo, and one in softball. He has multiple 
“Coach of the Year” awards, and in 2004-05 he was feted 
as a Central Coast Section Honor Coach.

Former student-athletes also have fond memories.
 “He always let me call him ‘Jim’ when I was in 

middle school, and he was my coach with the Monterey 
Bay Swim Club, but I had to call him ‘Coach Morton’ all 
through high school,” remembered Elizabeth Kirk Son-
dern (Class of ’84). “On graduation day, he walked up and 
said, ‘You can now call me Jim again.’”

 “Mort was not only my favorite coach, but also one 
of the most caring and influential teachers to grace San-

goalkeeping. And when a senior teammate, Ward Gillette 
(“Moose,” to his friends), fired a lightning bolt into his 
chest, Morton decided he’d found his niche. “The ball 
knocked me backwards, into the goal, and I thought, ‘OK, 
I can do this,’” laughed Morton, who taught himself to 
tread water in the pool’s diving well.

He played three seasons for Coach Jim Aggen, grad-
uated in 1973, then became Ted Trent’s starting goalie at 
Monterey Peninsula College, where he earned All-Coast 
Conference honors as a sophomore.

Morton was coaching at Monterey Bay Swim Club one 
day, wearing a cast on his leg, when he began chatting up 
a blonde on the deck of the pool. Then he called her for a 
date.

“Hi Else, this is Jim!” he chirped to the fifth-fastest 
800-meter swimmer on the planet, who had retired from 
world-class competition and enrolled at MPC.

“Who?” she answered.
“Uh … Jim Morton?”
“Who?”
“The coach with the cast on his leg!”
“Ohhh … OK!”

See SPORTS next page

Peninsula Sports 
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Santa Catalina swimming coach Jim Morton chats with Harvard-bound Devin Kennifer in 2007. 

PHOTO/SANTA CATALINA SCHOOL
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And, yada yada yada, they have two adult kids. Kristina 
works in the development office at Stevenson School; Eric 
is in retail in Seaside. Both are Carmel High alumni.

After earning his associate’s degree from MPC, Mor-
ton aspired to major in forestry at a four-year school, but 
discovered that only UC Berkeley and Humboldt State of-
fered that program and water polo. 

Cal was a national powerhouse, coached by Morton’s 
friend, Monterey native Pete Cutino.

“But I knew I wasn’t good enough to sniff the water at 
Cal, so I chose Humboldt,” mused Morton, who recalled 
getting no love from Humboldt’s head coach during pre-
season workouts.

A piece of the equipment
“I was basically a piece of the equipment for the first 

few weeks. Then came the alumni game,” he said.
The alumni needed a goalie. Mort was donated by his 

coach to be the sacrificial lamb for the varsity snipers.
“We ended up crushing the varsity and I had a great 

game,” he said. “From that day on, I was the starting goalie 
there. I was a co-captain as a senior.”

In 1980, Santa Catalina hired him to teach physical ed-
ucation to the boys at its coed middle school, and coach 
swimming and softball at the all-girls high school. Each 
sport had its challenge. 

The swim team practiced in a pool that was 20 yards 
long and four lanes wide, which, says the coach, had one 
upside. 

“We had to swim five lengths, instead of four, in the 
100, so our kids got to practice an extra flip-turn every 
time we swam it. We got pretty good at them,” he chuckled.

‘Hit the ball, run to first, turn left’
And softball? “Hit the ball, run to first, and turn left. 

What’s to know?” shrugged Mort, who wound up play-
ing in Pacific Grove’s city fast-pitch league to learn what 
he didn’t know, including pitching (he often pitched). He 
coached the sport at Catalina for 25 years.

He also assisted with lacrosse, coaching goalies and the 
offense for 16 seasons — usually battling Monterey for 
the league crown —  as well as field hockey, basketball 
and volleyball.

In the mid-’90s, parents Thad Sigourney and Rick Ken-
nifer (with aquatic daughters bound for Catalina) spear-
headed a movement to create a water polo program at the 
high school. Morton’s reaction when Sister Carlotta asked 
him to coach? “Absolutely! But not in this pool…”

Successful fundraisers ensued, and Catalina christened 
its new pool in time for the 1997 season. Morton is still 
the head coach. 

Some former students have grandchildren at Santa 
Catalina today, and Morton can only wonder how many 
he’s impacted during his four decades as an educator. But 
accolades from alumnae just keep coming.

“He was solid, honest, tough on the outside, kind on the 
inside,” remembered Carol Browning Tennent (’89). “He 
didn’t let us get away with lame excuses. He pushed us to 
excel, to do more, to be better than we were the week be-
fore. Sometimes he believed in us more than we believed 
in ourselves.”

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County. 
Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

 

SPORTS
From page 8A

Jim Morton with wife, Else, in the mid-1980s. At the 1972 World 
Swim Championships, she placed fifth in the 800-meter freestyle.

PHOTO/SANTA CATALINA SCHOOL
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BEST of BATESEditorial

The epidemic of silence
WHERE’D OUR fearless leaders go?

California is in the throes of its greatest public health crisis, and during 

Phase One of the battle against the virus that caused the crisis, you certain-

ly couldn’t say anybody was ignoring it. Not only was our entire economy 

disrupted and our healthcare system reoriented to fight the coronavirus, 

the public was inundated with advice about what they could do to protect 

themselves, along with an ever-evolving list of mandates they had to follow. 

Call it the Shutdown Phase. For months, there was no telling what our 

political leaders and the public health establishment would do next, but 

one thing was for sure: they were doing something — and they never 

stopped admonishing us about the importance of complying. Wash your 

hands. Don’t touch your eyes or mouth. Stay 6 feet away from other people. 

Close the schools. No indoor dining in restaurants. No concerts or sporting 

events. Wear a mask at all times. Don’t try to get a haircut or a manicure. No 

leaving your home except for a good reason. No travel. Outdoor dining has 

to close. Etc., etc. Oftentimes, it wasn’t clear that any of this would actually 

work, but for a large segment of the population, that didn’t matter. At least 

Gov. Gavin Newsom and our own Dr. Ed Moreno were doing something. 

Nobody felt the epidemic was being ignored — especially because the news 

media reported emerging developments in breathless detail.

Meanwhile, the public also felt confident that an epic battle was being 

fought to develop vaccines. For most of last year, whether the effort would 

succeed and when the vaccines might become available were open ques-

tions, but the aggressiveness of the worldwide push — and the money being 

spent on it — was no mystery. Any time a criticism was heard, it was usually 

that the vaccines were being rushed, not that they were being neglected.

And then, in mid-December, the Vaccination Phase began, and how ex-

cited we all felt. News conferences were held, heavily guarded factories 

served as backdrops for television live shots, planes were seen being loaded 

with mysterious-looking containers, and nothing was overlooked as media 

reports described the ultra-cold freezers and shipping boxes that would pro-

tect the doses of the precious liquids until they were ready to be injected. 

But the euphoria, and the urgency, lasted only as long as it took for the 

initial batches to be delivered into the arms of healthcare workers. Since 

then, with the economy still shut down and millions of ordinary Califor-

nians anxiously waiting to be told when they can expect to get their shots, 

what they’ve gotten instead has been … silence. 

Sure, there has been a string of holidays, and a new administration 

was on its way into office in Washington. But is that the reason Newsom 

and Moreno and everybody else have basically had nothing to say? Was a 

Christmas hangover to blame for the uselessness of the “town hall” meeting 

put on by the county last week? Was Martin Luther King’s birthday the 

cause of Moreno answering, “I’ll have to check,” when he was asked what 

his office was doing to make sure Monterey County received its fair share 

of vaccine? Is “waiting for Biden” the reason nobody’s keeping their web 

pages up to date?

It almost feels like something secret is going on, but we have no idea 

what it could be, and all we can do is urge the public to keep asking ques-

tions. 

 

“I bet they could tell us where the Hog’s Breath is.”

weeks.
 Distribution plans will be in place 

and ready to go before the doses are avail-
able.

 Monterey County officials will lobby 
the state government to get the largest pos-
sible allocation of doses.

 If additional planning and logis-
tics resources are needed to achieve these 
goals, the county administrator will move 
resources from other departments immedi-
ately.

 If anyone is not meeting their objec-
tives in the immunization program, they 
will be reassigned to something less crit-
ical.

The sad fact is that the distribution of 
future doses as they become available is 
going to favor counties that have their acts 
together. Is there someone in Monterey 
County government who can rise to the 
occasion?

Kenneth Hess, Carmel

‘Are you calling every day?’
Dear Editor,

Like most of us in this country, I’m 
anxious to receive the Covid vaccine and 
equally eager to get back to life. It’s beyond 
disappointing to know that there is no real 
plan in place to vaccinate Monterey Coun-
ty residents. What’s worse is the feeling 
that those in charge aren’t doing all they 
can to facilitate the process. We seem to 
get a lot of “I don’t know” and “Be patient, 
wait your turn,” as well as “Vaccines are in 
short supply.” 

My question to Dr, Moreno is, are you 
trying to get these answers? Are you call-
ing every day? Twice a day to the powers 

Proposed objectives
Dear Editor,

Based on the Monterey Health Depart-
ment’s Jan. 14 public town hall, they seem 
to be using what they cannot control (the 
number of immunization doses available) 
as an excuse for not doing better with what 
they can control (quickly administering the 
doses they have).

The aimlessness of their effort results in 
situations like that of my 92-year-old moth-
er, a resident of Sunrise Senior Living in 
Monterey. As of Jan. 19, she had not even 
had her Covid immunization scheduled, in 
spite of weeks of effort by the director of 
the facility. In Dr. Moreno’s webinar pre-
sentation, four weeks after receiving vac-
cines intended for this tier, assisted living 
facilities were identified as “in planning.” I 
don’t see how any reasonable person could 
consider this to be an acceptable perfor-
mance.  

A sense of urgency would be welcome, 
but what the health department really 
needs are some aggressive immunization 
objectives that are consistent with the hav-
oc being caused to our community.  What 
might those objectives look like?  Let me 
propose some:

 Because delay causes lost lives and 
unsustainable economic distress, the Mon-
terey County Health Department will do 
everything humanly possible to make sure 
that every dose allocated to the county 
will be utilized within a maximum of two See LETTERS page 8A
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SAND PRODUCES MIGHTY FANCY GLASS

on the Forest Theater stage. Kuster, on his 
violincello, provided the music, along with 
Ann Thompson on piano. The performance 
was a great success, and Denishawn seri-
ously considered moving its studio here.

In early August, Kuster played his cello 
in a concert at the Arts & Crafts Hall on 
Casanova Street, and in mid-August, the 
community, warming to what this new-
comer could offer, enjoyed his score for 
“Countess Cathleen.” 

Self-designed home
Also in that summer of 1921, Kuster 

was elected president of the Carmel Coun-
try Club with plans for building a golf 
course and tennis courts “in the pine for-
est near the east end of Ocean Avenue,” 
where the high school is today. While that 

never came to be, many of 
the era’s leading citizens 
signed up, including Fred 
Bechdolt, Argyll Campbell, 
Perry Newberry, Heron, and 
Pine Cone founder, William 
Overstreet. 

In September, both Kusters were elect-
ed to the board of the Forest Theater. 

Before the end of the year, L. E. Gottfried 
began construction of the Kusters’ self-de-
signed home on Carmel Point. Gottfried, 
the young son-in-law of Fred Bechdolt, 
was a civil engineer who had also recently 
moved to the area. 

The style of the house was Norman 
French. Taking a lesson from Jeffers, rocks 
pulled from the ocean floor were used for 
the exterior (something that would prob-
ably get you thrown in jail today). Kuster 
designed the home to incorporate the large 
rock formation on the site and blasted out 
a portion of the rock “to make room for a 
large garage,” large enough to also accom-
modate his personal electrical plant. Many 
Carmelites, including the Jeffers, were still 
living without electricity. 

Kuster’s continuing quest for
theatrical excellence in the forest

WHEN ATTORNEY Edward Kuster 
moved to Carmel in late 1920 with his 
newlywed third wife, Ruth, he was not a 
stranger. While he had lived in Los Angeles 
for most of his 42 years, his first wife, Una, 
visited the Monterey Peninsula in 1907 on 
an automobile trip, and later moved here 
with her second husband, poet Robinson 
Jeffers. Kuster and Una remained friends 
after they divorced, and Kuster and his 
second wife, Edith, visited the Jeffers in 
Carmel the late 1910s.

So it was not out of character when 
Una, knowing Kuster was going through 
a difficult transition with a second divorce 
and a quick remarriage, encouraged him to 
start a new life here. The Kusters thought it 
over, determined they were financially se-
cure enough that they could move to town 

and pursue his real passion, the stage. He 
acknowledged that, even as an attorney, he 
enjoyed the theatrical aspects of the court- 
room.

Exotic dance
The Kusters wasted no time jumping 

into theatrical productions in their new 
hometown. Ruth appeared that first winter 
in a one-act play at the Forest Theater, and 
Kuster introduced new lighting techniques 
he had learned in Los Angeles to “paint 
with light.” He also began composing a 
score of Celtic-style music for a produc-
tion of W. B. Yeats’ “Countess Cathleen” to 
be directed by Herb Heron in August 1921.

As discussed last week, in 1914, Kuster 
helped establish Denishawn, the Los Ange-
les-based dance school of Ruth St. Denis 
and Ted Shawn. He invited them to Carmel 
and arranged a July 9, 1921, performance 
of “Internationally Famous Exotic Dance” 

Monterey, earned a master’s degree from 
UC Berkeley, was hired by the CIA and as-
signed to Washington, D.C., and moved the 
family to Bethesda, Md.

“Dad wanted to spread his wings and 
see the world — didn’t want to spend his 
life in small-town America,” Toland said. 
“So he was excited in 1955 to get reas-
signed to Taiwan, which was a very unusu-
al time for my brothers and me.

“I don’t remember ever 
asking Mom’s permission, 
but one of the things Eric 
and I loved to do was ride 
our bicycles a couple of 
miles into Taipei and visit a 
stamp store there. We loved 

looking at stamps,” he said. “We’d also go 
on hikes by ourselves through the rice pad-
dies, and get home whenever we got home. 
Our parents never seemed to worry.”

Ruins, meh
After two years in Taiwan, and another 

stopover in Bethesda, the Sands were de-
ployed to Athens, Greece, where they spent 
five years.

The teenage brothers rode motorbikes 
around the country, spent weekends at a 
youth center, legally drank the occasional 
beer, and were only peripherally intrigued 
by the 2,400-year-old ruins around them.

“Teenagers are hormonally aimed at the 
opposite sex,” said Sand, who graduated 
with his brothers from the American Acad-
emy in Athens. “I was in Athens four years 
before I ever went up on the Acropolis.”

Toland Sand earned a degree in philos-
ophy at Colorado College, and explored 
the occult, the paranormal, the metaphysi-
cal, Indian philosophy and spirituality, and 
mysticism. The latter led him to a spiritual 
master, Sant Kirpal Singh, who taught him 
meditation techniques that he still uses.

THE GREAT-great-grandfather of 
Carmel Valley glassworks artist Toland 
Sand was fabled American explorer Joel 
Walker, head of the very first family to mi-
grate west on the Oregon Trail. 

Walker subsequently sailed from Ore-
gon to California, finding work at Sutter’s 
Mill, where the Gold Rush began, then 
came to Monterey to sign the state consti-
tution. He also played an integral role in 

the opening of the Santa Fe Trail.
His older brother, Joseph, a trapper/

wanderer, is recognized by historians as the 
first white man to discover Yosemite Valley 
(Walker Lake and Walker Pass are named 
after him).

The explorer gene
Fast-forward to 1955, when 6-year-old 

Toland and big brother Eric (16 months 
older) called their parents to ask for a ride 
home from the airport they’d stumbled into 
after emerging from a hike through a rice 
paddy in Taipei, Taiwan.

“I don’t claim to be anything like Joel 
Walker, but I think of myself as somewhat 
of an explorer. Somehow, I got the gene,” 
Toland said with a laugh. “I like to go into 
a city, walk until I’m lost, then figure out 
how to get unlost. My brothers and I would 
wander along the Carmel River as kids, or 
through the hills, or we’d dig a hole 6 feet 
deep in the middle of some field and try to 
build a fort. When you were a kid in Carm-
el Valley, that’s just what you did.”

Those explorer instincts might also help 
explain why Toland Sand has emerged as a 
seminal glass artist — entirely self-taught 
through 43 years of trial and error — pi-
oneering innovative tech-
niques to create spectacu-
larly colorful and original 
art that is in collections 
worldwide.

“My three brothers and 
I ended up doing different 
things with our lives, but 
none of us lost that sense 
of adventure, and the idea 
that there’s nothing wrong 
with going over the hori-
zon,” he said. “I think that 
has carried over to my art in 
some ways. I’ve never been 
afraid to challenge myself 
with something new and try 
to grow.”

The Sand brothers are 
fifth-generation Califor-
nians. Their mom, Carm-
el-born Nancy Hale-Sand 
(now 96, residing at Del 
Mesa Carmel) majored in 
English and art at Domini-
can College, and was asked 
to become a professor im-
mediately after graduating. 
She married and had four 
sons instead. John Sand, 
their father, was born in 

See GLASS page 29A

Toland Sand’s sense of adventure and openness to new experi-
ences have served him well as an artist. 

PHOTO/TOLAND SAND

Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase 
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

See HISTORY next page

History Beat
By NEAL HOTELLING

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

The 1924 Golden Bough school staff, (from back row, left): Maurice Browne, Carol Aronivici, Edward 
Kuster, Paul Stevenson, Hedwiga Reicher, Ellen Van Volkenburg, Ruth Kuster and Betty Merle Horst. 

PHOTO/EDWARD KUSTER COLLECTION, HARRISON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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Build the Home of Your Dreams 
with Test of Tyme

Featured in Home Builders Digest, Test of Tyme is honored to be on the list of the Best Custom 
Home Builders in Monterey County, California! Expertise in full service general contracting 
has propelled Test of Tyme into the top circle of custom home contractors of the Monterey 

County region and beyond. The firm’s well-known artisans have a strong reputation for building 
luxury estates. Test of Tyme has a furniture, cabinetry, and custom millwork shop in Pacific 

Grove. Test of Tyme Co-founder Don Whitaker has earned local, state-wide and international 
awards for his carpentry work and has over 40 years of experience, primarily on the largest 
homes in the Carmel and Pebble Beach area. Whitaker’s talented roster of craftspeople is 

more than capable of building and furnishing homes fit for a magazine spread. The company’s 
collaboration with industry experts, subcontractors, and specialists continue to fortify its 

standing as a premier builder in the region.  

www.TestofTyme.com
2074 Sunset Drive | Pacific Grove, CA 93950 | 831-655-2008   
Serving Carmel, Carmel Valley, Pebble Beach, Monterey & Beyond

Test of  Tyme, LLC #1022805

408-591-6342

AVAIL ABLE
INTERIOR
SELF-STORAGE 
123 units - Ranging in size from 13 sq ft to 172 sq ft
7am - 7pm • Clean and Secure

Mid Valley Shopping Center on Carmel Valley Road
info@stanprop.com • www.stanprop.com

First monthFREE!

On Dec. 2, 1921, Kuster was elected 
president of the newly revived Carmel Civ-
ic League. The Civic League, an auxiliary 
of the Arts & Crafts Club, had served as the 
town government and disbanded shortly af-
ter the city’s incorporation in 1916. Its new 
purpose would be working with the city to 
clean up and maintain the beauty of Car-
mel and “prevent needless encroachments 
on the natural beauty.” The city did not yet 
have a planning commission, and creating 
one was a desire of the Civic League.    

In The Pine Cone of Dec. 15, 1921, 
Overstreet declared of the Kusters, “Car-
mel is fortunate in numbering such people 
among its residents, people who are mak-
ing the most of the natural beauties of the 
place and people who have time and the in-
clination to devote themselves to the many 
civic activities which are so necessary to 
the growth and development of our city.”

Carmel was fortunate, but Kuster was 
soon to experience the challenges of lead-
ership in a town which he later described 

HISTORY
From previous page

as a place of “civic dissension and contro-
versy.” The Forest Theater had been in the 
midst of a power struggle since Newberry 
had asserted control over Heron a decade 
earlier. Three local directors vied to direct 
the 1922 production of G.B. Shaw’s “Cae-
sar and Cleopatra.”  

Golden Bough
Rather than choosing from the local 

opponents, the board invited professional 
stage director Maurice Browne, known as 
the father of the Little Theatre Movement. 
He was then working in Seattle. His fee 
was too high, so the board put Kuster in 
charge of the production. It was a big step, 
and he wasn’t sure he was up to it. Wanting 
the production to be great, Kuster agreed to 
buy, out of his own pocket, materials that 
he would own afterward, including theatri-
cal lights and extra muslin he used to raise 
the backdrop above the trees. He engaged 
Gottfried to make improvements to the the-
ater, especially in wiring for the lighting.  

The split among the old guard led to a 
lack of cooperation and problems attract-
ing a strong cast. It was May before Kuster 
decided on his wife Ruth and Fred Bech-
dolt for the leads for the July 1 opening. 

After viewing one of the final rehearsals, 
a critic for the Peninsula Daily Herald said 
the production “has a potency of aesthet-
ic appeal that has never been surpassed in 
any production in the Forest Theater.” The 
writer had used words like “slipshod” and 
“inadequate” to describe past productions.

Kuster referred to the adventure as “my 
sudden rise and equally sudden fall.” With 
minor exception, the acting was not good, 
and the old guard decried that his set blot-
ted out the trees. He was re-elected to the 
board that fall, but not as president.    

Kuster put Gottfried back to work, 
building an Old English-style cottage at 
the corner of Ocean and Dolores. Ruth had 
taken classes in weaving and textiles at UC 
Berkeley, and in October 1922 she opened 
the California Weavers in the cottage. Six 
trained weavers worked on three looms. It 
earned a full-page feature in the Oakland 
Tribune of Nov. 19, 1922.

When Browne moved to San Francis-
co and opened a drama school, Kuster 
signed up and studied theory and prac-
tice and spent his spare time delving into 

theater design. In May 1923, he formed 
the Carmel Theater and Studio Corp. and 
acquired the vacant site on the southeast 
corner of Ocean and Monte Verde. Kuster 
again hired Gottfried as the contractor to 
construct a 500-seat Theater of the Gold-
en Bough on the southern edge of the site, 
and smaller shops forming the Court of the 
Golden Bough along Ocean. In Virgil’s Ae-
neid, the “golden bough” was the cost of 
entry for a living mortal into the Elysian 
Fields, the heaven of Greek mythology.   

Kuster continued his studies and ar-
ranged for Browne to direct the opening 
play and bring his school to the theater 
when it opened in June 1924. He also 
contracted with UC Berkeley to make 
Browne’s summer school a college exten-
sion course, and with Denishawn to retain 
Betty Merle Horst as the school’s only au-
thorized instructor in central and northern 
California.  

Kuster was bringing Carmel into a new 
era of theater, though the reception was 
mixed. More on Kuster and the Golden 
Bough next week.

This circa 1926 aerial photo shows some of first homes built on what had been an untouched and 
treeless Carmel Point. Edward Kuster’s home (green arrow) was just across a windswept field from the 
one built by Robinson Jeffers (red arrow).

PHOTO/JULIAN P. GRAHAM PHOTO, PEBBLE BEACH C. LAGORIO ARCHIVE
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SCTS WANTED
S I N G L E  I T E M  O R  E N T I R E  E S T A T E

R O B E R T  S L A W I N S K I  A U C T I O N E E R S
8 3 1 - 3 3 5 - 9 0 0 0

C A R M E L 
S C O T T S  V A L L E Y

Concerts include talks by popular 
musicologist Kai Christiansen.

Tickets $30-$44 

For tickets and more information,
ChamberMusicMontereyBay.org

info@chambermusicmontereybay.org

(831) 625-2212 

Streamed  
to you  

from our  
website!

Presenting works by Leos 
Janáček, E. Korngold, A. Dvořák  

Calidore String Quartet
Saturday, January 23, 2021 
7:00 P.M.  

“… one of the most prestigious chamber 
ensembles in the US.” –BBC Magazine

SPONSORED BY

HEALTHYLifestylesLifestyles
THE CARMEL PINE CONE

Next issue: January 29

Contact your rep today 
to reserve space

Meena Lewellen 
(831) 274-8655

meena@carmelpinecone.com

Art was nowhere on his radar until 1977, when Sand, 
then 28, asked a friend if he needed any help with his 
stained-glass business.

“My friend said, ‘No, but you can have the business — 
I don’t want to do it anymore.’ And he taught me how to do 
it,” said Sand, who built a glassworks studio on the 4-acre 
property he owned in New Hampshire at the time.

He later discovered glass blowing, building a new stu-
dio for that medium in 1984. He created sandblasted archi-
tectural images, which he attached to larger stained-glass 
pieces. Eventually, Sand began creating three-dimensional 
sculptural work, becoming one of the first glassworks art-
ists to affix dichroic glass to plate glass, then optical crys-
tal, using optical epoxy.

‘Still discovering what’s possible’
“Off I went, and to this day I’m still discovering what’s 

possible, and where I want to take it, according to my own 
artistic sensibilities,” he said.

His pieces are compositions of virtually every conceiv-
able geometric shape, with multiple colors inside transpar-
ent exteriors, allowing natural light to pass through prisms 
that create spectacularly colorful reflections.

“The colors and the optics will surprise me,” Sand said. 
“When I’m working on a piece in the beginning, the sur-
face is generally rough and you can’t see inside. If I cut it 
apart, then polish those two faces, I can see inside those 
faces as I’m loading color in there. 

“I generally know what a piece is going to look like, 
but as I polish it, the colors and refractions come out, and 
as I turn it, the color explodes and is reflected outside the 
sculpture,” he said. “There’s no way I can predict what 
that’s going to look like — I can’t plan on that stuff, so 
each piece has its own personality. It’s an exploration.”

Sand has three adult sons, Luke, Austin, and Jamie, all 
by his first wife, Bobbie, who died of breast cancer. He 
also has a stepdaughter, Mary, and a stepson, Ben, whose 
mother, Debbe Palmer, has been Sand’s wife since 1991.

Sand lived for 43 years on his New Hampshire prop-
erty, during which he typically spent several months each 
year in Carmel Valley, but he’s a full-time resident in the 
valley today. His studio/workshop at 28 Carmel Valley 
Road is in a building built by his grandfather in 1946. He 
shares the space with Eric, a real estate agent.

Sand’s art can be viewed at Westbrook Modern gallery 
on Dolores Street or at his Carmel Valley studio. Informa-
tion and images of his work can be found online at sand-
glas.com.

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County. 
Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

GLASS
From page 27A

modernism.”
Wealthy, successful and famous, McComas married an 

heiress and befriended creative giants Charlie Chaplin and 
Jack London. He boxed, danced and charmed his way into 
many hearts. But when he died in 1938, his star had faded, 
and his passing attracted few headlines.

His departure from the public eye came just as mod-
ernism was taking off. Art critics, though, were slow to 
recognize his importance. 

“He felt the art critics were too conservative,” Pierce 
said. “At the time, they were more focused on impression-
ism.”

The artist was simply way ahead of his time. It wasn’t 

ART
From page 21A

until the ’30s, ’40s and ’50s that critics embraced modern-
ism, Pierce said, and by then, he was no longer considered 
an important voice in the genre. 

Besides being an important artist, the Australian-born 
McComas lived in Monterey for much of his life. He also 
built a house on Cypress Point and co-designed Colton 
Hall’s Berthold Monument.

“He was one of the founding members of the Del Mon-
te Hotel Gallery, and he curated shows there,” Pierce ex-
plained. “The hotel was really the focal point of the Mon-
terey art scene.”

Art = development
Through the landscapes they painted, Monterey’s ear-

ly artists played a key role in bringing people here. “The 
development of the Peninsula goes hand in hand with its 
emergence as an art destination,” Pierce said.

The museum’s interim executive director, Corey Mad-
den, said she’s thrilled to see the exhibit go up in the mu-
seum.

“Francis was an artist who was internationally famous, 
but has been overlooked,” Madden added. “Rob’s curatori-
al work will help revive his story and his legacy.”

Pierce, meanwhile, is hopeful the show will call atten-
tion to McComas’ work, which he said “is long overdue.”

San Francisco’s Legion of Honor hosted the last ret-
rospective show of McComas’ work in 1939 — one year 
after he died at his home in Pebble Beach. The new show 
continues through April 4.

Another year, another call for entries
Entries are sought for the Center for Photographic Art’s 

2021 Members’ Juried Exhibition, which opens in April, 
and the deadline for submissions is Feb. 26.

Open to all current and new members, the contest will 
be juried by photographer, writer and educator Susan 
Burnstine, who will narrow the field of entries to 45 imag-
es. Last year, the group received more than 1,500 entries.

“She’s a really well known photographer who has three 
books, and is a really sought-after teacher with a big fol-
lowing,” executive director Ann Jastrab said. “She did a 
talk for us in the fall, and it sold out immediately.”

The exhibit will showcase the talents of the nonprofit’s 
many members, some of whom live as far away as New 
Zealand, China, Venezuela and Israel.

The cost to center is $35 for three images, and $5 for 
each additional submission up to 20. The winners will take 
home cash prizes as high as $1,000. 

The nonprofit also plans to hand out two scholarship 
grants for $5,000 — one to an “emerging” photographer, 
and the other to a professional photographer.

“The money come from our end-of-the-year fundrais-
ing, and the winners will also get a two-person show in our 
gallery,” Jastrab added. 

For more details, visit photography.org.

NONPROFIT
From page 12A

that it’s better to keep kids at home. “Kids thrive when they 
can sleep in their own beds, eat their favorite foods and 
spend time with their friends,” the group’s mission state-
ment reads.

Caring for a severely ill or disabled child is not an easy 
job under normal circumstances, and particularly chal-
lenging during a pandemic.

“Someone has to stay for eight hours with a child who 
has significant medical problems and a compromised im-
mune system,” Brown explained. “It’s super-complicated.”

Nonprofit aids local child
One of the children who benefits from the services the 

nonprofit offers is Anthony Biletsky, a 3-year-old who 
lives at the mouth of the valley and is suffering from a rare 
type of childhood cancer, neuroblastoma. Because of his 
condition, the youngster needs frequent blood tests done at 
Stanford Medical Center. Initially, his family had to drive 
him there every time, but now, a Coastal Kids Home Care 
nurse comes by his family’s home to take the blood sam-
ples. 

“This allows the family to stay home with their child,” 
explained Kim Hell, the nurse that visits Anthony and 
takes his blood. “It’s a real blessing for the family.”

Anthony’s mother, Natalia Biletsky, said the service the 
nonprofit offers has made a big difference in her family’s 
lives.

“Stanford is two hours from my home,” Biletsky said. 
“If I needed a blood test, I needed to drive two hours each 
way.”

The long trips were particularly hard on her son. “He 
feels very bad and very weak after chemo, and driving was 
a terrible experience for him,” she explained.

Peace of mind
Not only do Hell’s visits to the Biletsky’s home save 

the family time and money, but they give Anthony more 
rest, which he needs, which in turn gives his parents some 
peace of mind.

According to its website, Coastal Kids Home Care has 
provided more than 70,000 in-home visits to more than 
9,000 children.

The nonprofit’s leaders say they will never turn a pa-
tient away, which is important because “the majority of the 
agency’s patients are from families living at or below the 
poverty line.”

Coastal Kids Home Care recently used the $1.2 million 
grant to buy an 8,000 square-foot building at 427 Pajaro 
St. in Salinas. Besides offering space for counseling ses-
sions, the new site makes it easier for the nonprofit to serve 
its growing clientele offsite.
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Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH

to advertise in 
the Carmel Pine Cone worship section
email anne@carmelpinecone.com 

or call (831) 274-8654 

www.carmelmission.orgwww.carmelmission.org
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Online Go to: 
    churchofthewayfarer.com/worship.
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STRONG
FRESH STARTS TO FINISH 

Church in the Forest

at Stevenson School, Pebble Beach

a multi-denominational church

The Rev. Joanne Swenson, Th.D. 
Senior Minister

www.churchintheforest.org

Indoor Worship Suspended

Find Video-Recorded 
Sermons and Music at

‘Dropping the Nets’
Pastor Luke Ham
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Lincoln & 7th, Carmel by the Sea
831.624.3550 | www.churchofthewayfarer.com

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church)

Worship With Us This Sunday 
Third Sunday After Epiphany

January 24, 2021 at 10 a.m. 

    ch

Janua

Worship Service Message from

  

Please join us by phone Sundays @ 10am 
for music, prayer, and readings from 
the Bible and the Christian Science 

textbook, Science and Health with Key to 
the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, and 
on Wednesdays @ 7 pm for experiences, 

testimonies, and remarks, as well.

Phone 1-346-248-7799.
when prompted, add meeting ID

502 841 2746#
ChristianScienceCarmel.org

“TRUTH BRINGS THE ELEMENTS OF LIBERTY.” 
— Science and Health

“Let none of you imagine evil in your 
hearts against his neighbor.” 

— The Bible

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, Carmel

fee because it will allow them to offer delivery at reason-
able rates. It will also open up a new market for restaurants 
that offer takeout but no delivery.”

The ordinance contains a provision that delivery com-
panies “shall not reduce compensation” to workers, “in-
cluding the reduction of any amount of tips provided to 
delivery workers that results from the restrictions on deliv-
ery fees as set forth in this ordinance.” 

“Given that restrictive Monterey County orders are 
likely to persist for several months, the city must provide 
some relief to restaurants operating on thin margins to pro-
vide essential services,” Harvey’s report said. 

He also said the city must “carefully balance the reality 
that fee caps set too low” could cause some companies to 
stop offering food delivery services in the city.

The city council OK’d the ordinance 7-0.
Delivery services that violate the rule will be subject to 

administrative fines and penalties, which would not exceed 
$1,000 per violation, the ordinance says. It will sunset 90 
days after the prohibition on dining at restaurants in Mon-
terey County has been lifted.

FEES
From page 1A

lationship with the association.”
Parents Sebastian Miller and Krista Ostoich, both out-

spoken critics of the administration and the union, de-
manded the board “start a nationwide search tomorrow,” 
and involve parents, including letting them nominate and 
interview candidates for the job.

Miller said the new superintendent shouldn’t denounce 
dissenting voices, and Ostoich said the new leader should 
be willing to form and work with a parent committee. The 
new superintendent should also be “experienced in regula-
tory issues,” said Ostoich, a lawyer.

A woman who only identified herself on Zoom as “Not 
My Superintendent” said she wants a leader who will focus 
on getting kids “back in school, where it’s best for them.”

Parent Erica Daniels thanked Dellis for her service 
as superintendent during the pandemic and said she was 
speaking for “most parents” when she encouraged dis-
trict leadership to focus on protecting people’s safety and 
health, which means keeping schools closed for now.

Board members Karl Pallastrini and others acknowl-
edged that with Dellis’ announcement, they have no choice 
but to embark on a search for a replacement, but they de-
cided to work out the details of scope, method, job descrip-
tion and other issues at a special meeting to be scheduled 
in a couple of weeks.

Newly elected board member Anne-Marie Rosen said 
she’d prefer to hire from within, if possible. “It requires 
a special somebody, and that special somebody needs to 
know what’s going on here,” she said. “And that’s people 
who have already been here.”

CUSD
From page 6A

ing the number of trees removed and carefully monitoring 
the work near them.”

And Mark Maykranz, who recently planted 17 new 
trees on his 4,000-square-foot lot across the street while 
remodeling his residence, sent a lengthy letter imploring 
the commission to be “bold, creative, constructive and 
inspirational” by requiring that all the trees be kept and 
demanding that more be planted. He described Davis’ 
analysis and recommendations as “perfunctory and bu-
reaucratic” and said her report needed “creative inspira-
tion” and “meaningful and constructive input and ideas.”

“If this is the best we can do,” he wrote, “goodbye ur-
ban forest.”

Another hearing ahead
Commissioners didn’t discuss the merits of any of the 

requested tree removals or objections, though, instead put-
ting that off until their meeting next month and scheduling 
a group tour for the morning of Jan. 26.

After the commission renders its decision and Miller 
makes any necessary changes to the plans, the project will 
go to the planning commission for what will likely be sev-
eral hearings.
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Hathaway, 72, died in Pacific Grove on Jan. 6 or a few 
days earlier. Last week, The Pine Cone confirmed he nev-
er made a formal arrangement to leave his photos to UC 
Berkeley’s Bancroft Library, which Travaille’s group con-
tends was his intention. A library official, meanwhile, said 
they are still interested in the collection.

According to Hathaway’s website, where more than 
2,400 photos are displayed, his archive has nearly 82,000 
images. 

While it includes photos from other parts of California, 
there are a large number of local images — many one-of-
a-kind — dating back to the 1850s. Travaille and others 
describe the collection as “very important.” 

Wherever it ends up, they say it’s essential that it be 
kept together and displayed on the internet.

Historian Neal Hotelling said it’s important the collec-
tion stays local.

“My fear is that if it gets absorbed into a larger col-
lection, it may not even be accessible,” Hotelling said. “It 
needs to have a data base created by someone who un-
derstands the collection, and that person should be a lo-
cal — local institutional knowledge is needed to save the 
collection.”
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P U B L I C  N O T I C E S
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20202217

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING 
The following person(s) is(are) doing 
business as: NIELSEN BROTHERS 
MARKET, Northeast Corner 7th & 
San Carlos, Carmel, CA 93921. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box H, 
Carmel, CA 93921.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
Monterey County. 
Name of Corporation of as shown in 
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: VINZA 
CORPORATION, 24472 San Juan Rd., 
Carmel, CA 93923.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA 
This business is conducted by a 
corporation. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on July 28, 2009.
S/ Azniv Amirkhanian, Vice President, 
Secretary
Date: Nov. 28, 2020
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT 
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant 
who declares as true information, which 
he or she knows to be false, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to 

exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) 
(B&P Code 17913). I am also aware 
that all Information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing 
pursuant to the California Public Records 
Act (Government Code Sections 6250-
6277).
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 2, 
2020
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to Section 17913 
other than a change in the residence 
address of a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
Publication dates:  Dec. 18, 25, 2020; 
Jan 1, 8, 2021. (PC1216)

LEGALS  DEADLINE  — TUESDAY 4:30 PM | Call Irma (831) 274-8645  |  rma@carmelpinecone.com

200 Glenwood Cir | Monterey, CA 93940 | PacificaParkLane.comRCFE: 275294322

Call today to book your tour
& take advantage of our

move-in specials!

spaces, while table service would be strictly prohibited, 
and so would drinking alcoholic beverages. 

Seating should also be open to everyone — not just 
customers of the specific restaurant — so it would be more 
like a public park and less like a restaurant’s dining area. 
But the owners would still be responsible for sanitizing, 
providing trashcans and emptying them. Umbrellas could 
be used but would have to be put away at the end of the 
day, and no heaters would be allowed.

“This picnicking potential solution is our attempt to 
disassociate from the outright prohibition on outdoor din-
ing,” Rerig explained. “We believe the way we’re trying to 
do it won’t violate the shelter order,” because the parklets 
would essentially be little public parks insured and main-
tained by business owners.

“Our solution is to use the outdoor seating as a park,” 
he said. “It’s no longer dedicated to the establishment.” 

Restaurants could choose to open up their parklets or 
opt to keep them closed to avoid the hassles of maintaining 
them.

Councilman Bobby Richards said he is “proud to be 
part of a council that’s willing to step out of a box, that’s 
concerned about the health of the citizens, the financial 
health of the city and the health of these businesses.”

Will the state OK it?
But the fact restaurant owners would be in charge of 

furnishing the parklets and keeping them clean worried 
city attorney Brian Pierik, because it might run afoul of 
state guidelines.

Some residents and others argued strenuously against 
putting tables and chairs in any of the parklets, while sup-
porters encouraged the city to push not just for the ability 
to picnic outside, but to reopen outdoor dining, consid-
ering the apparently low rate of spread of coronavirus in 
those settings.

“I’m all for whatever we can do to get the restaurants 
more business,” said downtown art gallery owner Richard 
Kreitman, while Vagabond’s House Inn owner Amanda 
LeVett said everyone should be focused on trying to stop 
the spread of the virus.

“I think we need to follow the law to the T so we can 
open safely,” she said.

A.W. Shucks owner Michael Sapon said he is grateful 
for everything the city has done to support restaurants 
during the pandemic but pointed to the difficulties of al-
lowing picnicking in parklets, including having to clean 
up after groups that haven’t ordered food from his estab-
lishment, paying to dispose of their garbage and policing 
large groups.

Gabe Georis, owner of Pescadero and Barmel, asked 
the council to consider letting restaurants that don’t have 
parklets accommodate picnickers on their private property.

“Picnicking should not be allowed,” resident Maria 
Sutherland said in an email to the council, because “during 
a pandemic, allowing visitors to take off their masks and 

PICNICS
From page 1A

exhale aerosol breath that may contain Covid-19 particles 
is assault upon others in their vicinity.”

“I support allowing outdoor seating in all approved 
seating areas, both public and private,” commented resi-
dent Deanna Dickman. “I feel strongly that this is neces-
sary to support our restaurant establishments and to offer a 
better takeout experience for visitors and locals.”

Unintended consequences
“Once again, we’re in a tough position,” comment-

ed councilwoman Carrie Theis. “When we said, ‘No,’ to 
having any picnicking in parklets, we’re finding some un-
intended consequences,” including people gathering and 
eating in places like sidewalks and park benches.

“Trash is overflowing everywhere,” she added. “People 
are dining outside anyway, and actually, outside is the bet-
ter place to be, with social distancing in mind.”

Theis made a motion to move ahead with allowing out-
door picnicking in public parklets, depending on the insur-
ance issues and what the state says about it.

Councilwoman Karen Ferlito objected. “I cannot sup-
port anything that goes against the state stay-at-home or-
der,” she said. “I cannot do an end-run around the health 
and safety issues regarding Covid.”

Allowing people to picnic in parklets would “put our 
community at more risk and create an enforcement night-
mare and a nightmare that could set up fights between 
restaurants with each other,” she said. Instead, the city and 
community have to “hunker down and get Covid solved.”

As the seconder of the motion, Mayor Dave Potter 
pointed out there is very little evidence of the virus spread-
ing among people dining outdoors, while parties and holi-
day travel are more to blame. The “serious litter issue” has 
to be addressed, too.

“I think we are actually more scared of this virus than 
we should be in this community,” he said. “Because if you 
practice the safe distancing rules, you wear a mask — 
that’s where we should be putting our efforts.”

He called forbidding all dining “fear tactics.”
But Pierik was also uncomfortable with Theis’ motion, 

given the legal questions that remain unanswered, so Theis 
withdrew her motion and posed a new one that he and city 
staff research the issues of insurance coverage with the 
restaurant owners and compliance with the state orders, 
and check with the state Alcoholic Beverage Control board 
on rules regarding the sales and consumption of alcohol. 
They will return with a report and recommendations at the 
council’s next regular meeting Feb. 2.
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Robert Hunter’s Fairview
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