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Council tosses plan to close Scenic Road
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FATHER’S proposal to shut down Scenic Road
several days a week so children, including his daughter,
could play there without having to worry about cars failed
to get much love from the city council, which voted 4-1
Tuesday to drop the idea.
Public notices and last week’s Pine Cone story about
the proposed closure generated dozens of calls and emails
to city hall, city administrator Chip Rerig said at the Jan.
5 council meeting. “I think we’re close to 70 comment letters, which, upon reflection, I can’t remember a topic that’s

generated quite as many comments,” he said. “But this is
really democracy in action.”
Some of those letters, none of which were available to
the public at the time of the meeting, must have been quite
critical, because they moved Rerig to remind people of
their manners.
“Benjamin Franklin said, ‘Passion governs, but rarely
does she govern wisely,’” he said. “I would encourage the
public to be gentile and civil.”
Public works director Bob Harary asked for direction
from the council on whether to invest any additional time
and money in the proposal, which would be considered by
the planning commission, community
activities commission and forest and
beach commission if it had any legs.
It would also have to be OK’s by the
California Coastal Commission before the road could actually be closed
to automobiles.
“We are not asking council to authorize the closures tonight — that
would be at a later date, if it would
ever happen,” Harary said.
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A pedestrian and a bicyclist enjoy a very quiet Scenic Road Thursday. A proposal to close
the road to cars several days a week was voted down at a council meeting this week.

Informal survey
Resident Josh Madfis asked councilman Jeff Baron — a proponent of
intermittent closures of Scenic — to
bring the proposal to the council for
discussion. Madfis informally surveyed fellow parents last October,
asking for feedback on the idea of
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Vaccines are
coming, but
when and where
is a mystery
By KELLY NIX

A

S THE coronavirus rages in Monterey County, hospitals are packed to the gills with patients and the body
count continues to climb, the question most residents have
is, “When will I get the vaccine?” Unfortunately, Monterey County health officials don’t have the answer.
The vaccine rollout in Monterey County has been slow
going, a process paralleling the lackluster pace of the
state’s vaccination program. The county health department, the four hospitals and other entities, including medical clinics, have received just 17,075 doses of the Pfizer
and Moderna vaccines so far — for a county of 440,000
people. As of Thursday, 2,007,600 doses had been shipped
to California’s counties, but only 488,515 people had been
vaccinated, according to the California Department of
Public Health.
Extreme urgency
As of Thursday, there were 30,706 cumulative coronavirus cases in Monterey County, 207 people hospitalized
with the virus, and nine new fatalities, for a total of 229
deaths. The county is under a stay-home order because the

See SCENIC page 29A

Pat Hathaway dies, leaves 80,000 historical photos
By CHRIS COUNTS

T

HE MAN whose archive of local historical photos
has been an invaluable resource for historians and journalists and many others who love the Monterey Peninsula, Pat
Hathaway of Pacific Grove, 72, has died. The news broke
on social media Wednesday night.
Meanwhile, it’s unclear what will become of his photographs — or if he even has any living relatives.
Hathaway was the owner of California Views, a business that licensed historical photos. According to Hathaway’s website, where more than 2,400 photos are displayed, his archive contains nearly 82,000 images, which
he accumulated over a lifetime of collecting. While the
archive includes photos from other parts of California, it
includes an astonishing number of local images — many
one of a kind — dating back to the 1850s.
According to the Monterey County Historical Society,

Hathaway’s archive got its start in 1970 when he acquired a
collection of photos from the widow of the late local photographer Lewis Josselyn. He later added the collections of
four more prominent local photographers, C.W.J. Johnson,
George Robinson, E.A. Cohen and L.S. Slevin.
Mysterious past
Hathaway was also a talented photographer in his own
right. He captured many local sites and personalities with
his camera, and was particularly fascinated with the bridges of Big Sur. In recent years, he documented efforts to
fortify Bixby Bridge.
The historical society called Hathaway’s archive “a
valuable resource for historians, scholars, writers, journalists, reporters, teachers and students,” and “a unique and
unequaled collection.”
See HATHAWAY page 17A

Panetta cleared office as rioters stormed Capitol
By KELLY NIX

D

EMOCRATIC CONGRESSMAN Jimmy Panetta
was in Washington D.C. on a Zoom call with Monterey
County constituents Wednesday afternoon when he heard
a loud banging on the main door of his Cannon Building
congressional office.
“I have to admit, I thought it was a practical joke played
by one of my colleagues,” Panetta told The Pine Cone.
“But the next thing I know, the main office door was being
banged on. Then we heard police loudly and sternly say,
‘Everybody has to leave the office. It’s time to go.’
‘I had work to do’
The Capitol Police officers were warning Panetta and
his four staff members, including communications director Sarah Cronin, that a crowd of supporters of President
Donald Trump had stormed the U.S. Capitol, which is
across the street from the Cannon House Office Building
and can be reached through an underground passage.
“I immediately asked my staff to leave, because I felt it
was important that they abide by the orders for their safety,” Panetta said. “But I had work to do, so I chose to stay
in the office, finished the Zoom calls, and answered the
phones of people calling into the office.”
He locked the doors to the office once his staff left.
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An employee of Salinas Valley Memorial hospital receives a dose
of the Moderna vaccine.

region’s ICU bed capacity is below 15 percent.
Recognizing the extreme urgency in protecting people
from Covid-19, Monterey County Supervisor John Phillips Tuesday asked county health officer Dr. Ed Moreno if
he had a glimpse of when residents would be vaccinated.
“I can’t provide timelines at this point, which I can
understand can be concerning for people who have been
waiting for such a long time to get vaccinated, and have
been doing all the right things to stay at home and avoid
getting exposed,” he said. “But I would be very hesitant to
create timelines which could lead to disappointment for
people who are counting on getting a vaccine by a certain
date.”

Panetta, who, by this time was watching the rioting
unfold via live TV news, said he wasn’t fearful but was
angered, disappointed and disheartened by the behavior of
the rioters, many of whom were objecting to the results of
the 2020 presidential election, and the pending certification of election, in which Joe Biden was victorious.
“It was depressing to watch such a horrible event take
place,” he said.
The riots resulted in four deaths, including one woman
who was fatally shot by police as she climbed through
a Capitol window.
After the violence was
over, Panetta said “the
most important thing we
had to do is get right back
onto that House floor that
those rioters tried to storm
Doses received in county to date:
and continue to do our job.
Doses administered in county to date:
And that’s what we did last
night, with the certification
Doses expected in next seven days:
of the Electoral College
count.”
CDC tiers currently eligible:
Panetta blamed the com-

See VACCINES page 14A

Monterey County
vaccination watch

Public clinics scheduled:

17,075
unknown
unknown
1a1 and 1a2
none

See PANETTA page 23A
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