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council and was appointed mayor twice. Laiolo was later 
elected in the city’s first mayoral election in 1980, mak-
ing him the only mayor in the city’s history to serve three 
non-consecutive terms. 

Often referred to as “the father of Carmel,” Laiolo was 
credited for kicking the hippies out of Devendorf Park by 
enacting a stay-off-the-grass law, and he also fought along-

Home of former mayor sells for $8 million
By MARY SCHLEY

CASA LAIOLO on San Antonio Avenue, just opposite 
the intersection of Ninth, sold in October for $8,050,000, 
according to Monterey County records. 

Longtime resident Elinor Laiolo, who married the late 
former Mayor Barney Lai-
olo in 1978 and died in Feb-
ruary, nearly two decades 
after his passing, lived in 
the home during her entire 
life here. The home was 
sold by her niece.

The large house was 
purchased by Barney and 
his first wife, Frances, in 
1953, when new homes in 
town were advertised for 
less than $20,000. 

At the time of its sale, 
the home’s assessed value 
was just $214,888, which 
means it had annual prop-
erty taxes of a little more 
than $2,000. The new own-
er’s taxes will be almost 

$90,000 per year.
The sale represents quite a windfall for the heirs of the 

colorful man who, after serving a few years on the plan-
ning commission in the mid-1960s, was elected to the city 

See LAIOLO page 16A

Barney Laiolo

Most residents know Casa Laiolo, which remained in the same 
family for more than 65 years. It sold last month for more than $8 
milllion.

This historic meeting hall in Big Sur needs repairs and upgrades but 
can’t generate revenue because of the shutdown. The nonprofit that 
owns it is asking for help keeping it afloat. See page 9A.
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Grange Hall needs help

Virus: Hospitals 
worry about 
hitting capacity
n County prepares for vaccine

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH CORONAVIRUS infections rising sharply 
throughout Monterey County during the past week — in-
cluding 132 new cases on the Monterey Peninsula and 807 
in Salinas and the Salinas Valley — doctors on Wednes-
day morning warned that the county’s hospitals are near-
ing capacity and pleaded with people to resist the urge to 
celebrate the holidays with those outside their immediate 
families.

“There’s a marked increase in the percentage in zip 
codes from the Peninsula that are positive,” Dr. Allen Rad-
ner, chief medical officer at Salinas Valley Memorial, said 
during a media conference this week. 

“I’m being told very strongly by the county that the de-
mographics are shifting and they’re seeing more people 
from the Peninsula,” Radner said.

He didn’t offer any reasons why, other than to say that 
most people claim to have caught the virus from other 

at 10 p.m., and customers waiting to pick up takeout after 
that hour have to stay apart. People riding in cars must also 
be from the same household, and Monterey-Salinas Transit 
isn’t running after 10 p.m., either.

No ‘tepid response’
Following Newsom’s announcement, city administrator 

Chip Rerig issued a stern warning.
“I hate to be hardcore about this, but Carmel P.D. will 

be enforcing this, and ours will not and cannot be a tepid 
response,” he said Friday. “We have been preaching since 
March about the safety of our communities.” Rerig not-
ed that Carmel-by-the-Sea is one of the few areas that the 
county health department claims has had fewer than five 
Covid-19 cases.

Police see little Pushback against gov’s curfew
By MARY SCHLEY

CITY STREETS were practically silent as soon as 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s curfew kicked in Saturday at 10 
p.m. Newsom imposed the stay-at-home order, which is in 
effect from 10 p.m. until 5 a.m. every day until the morn-
ing of Dec. 21, in an effort to curb the state’s rising coro-
navirus infection rates. Police were ready to enforce it if 
necessary but reported this week they didn’t really have to.

The order issued Nov. 19 demands that “all gatherings 
with members of other households and all activities con-
ducted outside the residence, lodging, or temporary ac-
commodation with members of other households cease 
between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m., except for those activities 
associated with the operation, maintenance, or usage of 
critical infrastructure or required by law.”

The curfew doesn’t apply to the homeless, essential 
workers, or people leaving their home to take care 
of necessary business — like getting takeout at a 
restaurant — or commuting to or from work.

In town, that means all sit-down dining ends 

See CURFEW page 18A

Prisoners scam state out of as much as $1B
n Monterey County prisons involved

By CHRIS COUNTS

DISTRICT ATTORNEYS from counties 
throughout California expressed outrage this week 
at the recent discovery that tens of thousands of pris-
oners signed up for — and received — coronavirus 
unemployment benefits, bilking taxpayers out of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.

The scam involved prisoners partnering with oth-
ers who weren’t in jail to apply for funds from the fed-
eral Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program. In 
one version of the scheme, applicants asked for their 
benefits to be paid by debit card, which they were able 
to have mailed to addresses outside of jail. The pris-
oners, in turn, received a cut from those who assisted 
from the outside.

“This could be the biggest fraud of taxpayers’ dol-
lars in California history,” Sacramento County Dis- See SCAM page 17A

trict Attorney Anne Marie Schubert suggested at a 
press conference in Sacramento Tuesday, where she 
was joined by district attorneys from throughout the 
state. “Tens of thousands of local, state and federal 
inmates are involved,” she said.

Schubert said more than 35,000 claims were filed 
by inmates in her county between March and August. 
She reported that about 20,000 of them “have been 
paid.”

Monterey County has two state prisons, as well as 
the county jail. District attorney Jeannine Pacioni con-
firmed that the scam has been done here, and she said 
local officials are investigating.

‘Massive scale’
Kern County District Attorney Cynthia Zimmer 

said she became aware of the scam when an “abnor-
mal” number of money orders — presumably, prison-
ers getting their cut — began arriving at prisons in her 

School board set to 
discuss reopening 

By MARY SCHLEY

THE STATE and county health departments have 
OK’d Carmel Unified School District’s request for a waiver 
to reopen its elementary schools to in-room teaching, even 
as the county’s coronavirus infection rate is skyrocketing, 
and the board of education — including two newly elected 
members who will be sworn in that same night — is set 
to vote on the plan Dec. 16, interim superintendent Trisha 
Dellis said Wednesday.

Many critical details in the timeline for getting the 
teachers and kids back in their classrooms will have to be 
worked out, she said, including ensuring the right technol-
ogy is available and in place, getting everyone trained on 
the new safety protocols and other requirements, and de-
termining where the students and faculty will be at each 
campus.

See SCHOOLS page 18A

See VIRUS page 25A
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If you’re looking for holiday events If you’re looking for holiday events 
or the perfect gift, we’ve got or the perfect gift, we’ve got 
suggestions ... suggestions ... inside this week!inside this week!


