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wastewater agency alleges.
Carmel Area Wastewater District crews on Oct. 26, 

2016, were doing routine maintenance on one of the 
agency’s pipelines when “sewage was forced under high 
pressure to spread throughout” the property of the home 
known as the Pied Piper on Lincoln Street near Eighth 

Avenue, according to a lawsuit filed by Lau-
ren Cesare, the trustee of the Ruth G. Watson 
Trust, which owns the M.J. Murphy cottage.

“This caused the property to be complete-
ly uninhabitable and the contamination was 
deemed a Level III Biohazard,” requiring a 
certificate of “air quality clearance” for any-
one to enter the property, according to the 
complaint filed for Cesare by San Jose attor-
neys Ronald Cook and Charles Hellstrom.

The wastewater district, “by acting or fail-
ing to act, created a condition that was harm-
ful to health, was indecent or offensive to the 
senses, and was an obstruction to the free use 
of the property, so as to interfere with plain-
tiff ’s comfortable enjoyment of life or proper-
ty,” the suit says.

The complaint, filed in Monterey County 

What time is it when sewage fills your cottage?
By KELLY NIX

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE caused sewage to 
back up into an iconic Carmel-by-the-Sea cottage, forc-
ing the home to be designated a biohazard and unin-
habitable for nearly four years, a complaint against a 

See COTTAGE page 17A
This quaint cottage, built by M.J. Murphy in the 1920s, was essentially 
destroyed by a sewage spill in 2016. (Construction debris is shown right.)
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Supervisor, health 
officer urge everyone 
to get tested

By KELLY NIX 

MONTEREY COUNTY’S health officer this week 
encouraged everyone on the Monterey Peninsula and other 
areas in the county to be tested for coronavirus — even 
people who haven’t been exposed and don’t have any 
symptoms. 

At the board of supervisors meeting Tuesday, 5th Dis-
trict supervisor Mary Adams noted that if more people 
who are tested for the virus get a result of “negative,” it 
will help the county’s metrics and make it possible to ad-
vance to the more favorable reopening tiers set by the state. 

Considering that, Adams asked health officer Dr. Ed 
Moreno if state rules permit anyone to get tested — even if 
they don’t have any symptoms and haven’t been in contact 
with someone who does.

“Yes, I’m comfortable with saying that,” Moreno re-
sponded, adding that state officials are “looking at” the 
fact that Monterey County isn’t maximizing capacity at its 
coronavirus testing sites, which he said run about around 
85 to 100 percent of capacity.

“In order to maximize capacity and show the state that 
there is still a need here, I encourage people — even if you 

While this might look like an ordinary guardrail — or even a prettier one than you 
would normally see on a California highway — to some people in Big Sur, it’s an 
eyesore. See page 11A.
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Too unsightly for Big Sur?

Restaurant, bagel shop 
cited for mask violations

By MARY SCHLEY

THE OWNERS of Plaza Linda restaurant in Carmel 
Valley, the manager of the Bagel Bakery at the mouth of 
the valley, and people at several other businesses received 
citations this month for failing to wear masks, Monterey 
County Environmental Health director John Ramirez said 
at a media briefing Wednesday. The tickets, which start at 
$100 and climb for repeat offenses, came after a month-
long effort to ensure nearly 2,000 businesses in the unin-
corporated areas of the county were complying with the 
state’s mandatory mask order.

Covering up at work
Health officers spent the month of September doing 

outreach and education to enforce the requirement that op-
erators, employees and others wear face coverings while in 
public, including at work, under most circumstances. 

“There were 1,416 sites that were compliant on our 
very first visit,” Ramirez said. And “195 sites required two started breathing on his own,” and moving, Moulton said 

— both good signs he would pull through. After CHOMP 
emergency staff got him stabilized, they sent him in for 
emergency heart surgery.

The patient walked out of the hospital a 
few days later. 

Every time someone fully recovers after 
a “field save,” Moulton observed, it’s a spe-
cial victory for everyone.

Second case
Shortly before 8:30 a.m. Oct. 19, a call 

came in “for a person in cardiac arrest on 
the 16th Tee” at Poppy Hills, according to 
Pangburn, and again, bystanders dialed 
911 and started CPR, which they contin-
ued until the Cal Fire engines and an am-
bulance arrived.

He, too, was unconscious and not 
breathing, and “fire department paramed-
ics and EMTs took immediate action,” 
opening his airway, continuing CPR, ad-
ministering an IV and drugs, and undertak-
ing other advanced life support interven-
tions, all of which resulted in the patient 
regaining a pulse.

Two rescued afTer hearT aTTacks on golf course
By MARY SCHLEY

A GOLFER who suffered a heart attack on the 14th 
Hole at the Pebble Beach Golf Links two weeks ago and 
another who went into cardiac arrest while playing on the 
16th Hole at Poppy Hills three days later both survived 
their ordeals, thanks to people quickly stepping up to per-
form CPR until rescuers arrived, according to Cal Fire PIO 
Jonathan Pangburn.

In the first incident, at around 5:45 p.m. Oct. 16, a man 
was playing golf at the Pebble Beach Golf Links with his 
son to celebrate his 21st birthday when the man collapsed 
on the 14th Tee. Even though he had no history of heart 
trouble, according to Pangburn, he suffered cardiac arrest.

The people with him jumped into action, dialing 911 
and starting CPR. When Cal Fire’s engines from the Peb-
ble Beach station and Carmel Fire Ambulance arrived at 
around the same time, a Pebble Beach Security officer, 
Hillary Drinovsky, was doing CPR on the man, who was 
unconscious and not breathing.

Pulse returns
The ambulance crew, firefighter paramedic John Moul-

ton and EMT Tyler Young, took over as soon as they got 
there. “We started doing CPR and ended up defibrillating 
him three times on scene,” Moulton said.

Once they got his pulse back, they rushed him to Com-
munity Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula, “where he See RESCUES page 20A

home. Many city employees who would normally be in 
their offices in city hall helping constituents find answers 
to questions, file building applications or pay fees and tax-
es are doing their jobs from somewhere else, and all public 
meetings are run remotely through online platforms. In 
March, Gov. Gavin Newsom suspended certain provisions 
of the Brown Act to allow meetings to be held electroni-
cally, as long as members of the public have a way to par-
ticipate.

‘When it’s safe’
City administrator Chip Rerig said how and when city 

hall will reopen is unknown.
“The reopening plans are dependent on my ability to 

ensure the safety of my employees and the public,” he said. 
Assistant city administrator Maxine Gullo “is working 

with our insurance carrier on safety protocols and prac-
tices.”

Plans uncertain for reopening city halls
By MARY SCHLEY

WHILE THE state department of public health offers 
extensive guidelines for safely operating in three dozen 
different business sectors, from agriculture and auto deal-
erships, to schools and shopping center, local governments 
are considered “essential services,” which means the state 
says very little about how and when they should reopen 
their offices and city halls, many of which have been 
closed to the public since mid-March.

The two candidates for mayor in Carmel’s Nov. 3 elec-
tion — incumbent Dave Potter and challenger Judy Re-
fuerzo — said during a recent voter forum that they want 
city hall reopened as soon as possible, mostly so property 
owners who want to build can meet directly with a planner.

Even though shutdown rules don’t address municipal 
governments, the state has rules for “office workspaces,” 
and in counties in the most restrictive (purple) tier — such 
as Monterey County — people are supposed to work from See UNCERTAIN page 21A

See VIOLATIONS page 18A

See VIRUS page 19A
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You picked them! Now, read all about the winners ... inside!


