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Trees make news — including one cuT by misTake State: Gather 
with friends and 
relatives for holidays, 
but don’t have fun

By KELLY NIX

GOOD NEWS. State health officials are now allow-
ing gatherings with friends — as long as they are “small,” 
don’t last long and are held outdoors. Oh, and you must 
keep your face covered and stay 6 feet from others. And 
don’t share anything. And if you feel moved to sing, shout 
or chant while gathering, please don’t. But if you absolute-
ly must sing, then do so “quietly” while wearing a mask. 

Those are some of the quirky new rules — intended 
to ease previous restrictions on private gatherings — is-
sued by the California Department of Public Health Oct. 
9. Monterey County health officer Dr. Ed Moreno sum-
marized some of the myriad and confusing directives in a 
briefing with news reporters Wednesday.

“The first issue is the size of the gatherings,” Moreno 
explained. “The state has limited them to three house-
holds. The point they want to make is that the fewer the 
people, the better.” 

The state permits organizers to have umbrellas, cano-
pies or other “shade structures” at gatherings, as long as 
three sides of the space — or 75 percent — are exposed to 
the outdoors. 

And don’t dare sidestep the rules by organizing mul-

First phase of toxic waste removal halfway done
n EPA combing through fire wreckage

By MARY SCHLEY

TEAMS WORKING for the EPA have removed haz-
ardous waste from nearly half of the homes and other 
buildings damaged or destroyed in the Carmel and River 
fires, with workers visiting the sites, marking potentially 
dangerous items and hauling the waste out.

As of Thursday, of the 117 sites to be cleaned, 53 were 

complete, 54 were pending, and seven had issues that 
couldn’t be immediately resolved — such as a dangerously 
leaning tree — so they will have to return.

“We have really just been on the ground for about five 
days doing our Phase I cleanup work, which is the house-
hold hazardous waste cleanup in burned or damaged struc-
tures,” Rusty Harris-Bishop, who works for the EPA, said 
during a county media briefing Wednesday.

‘A physical effort’
Most of the work is done manually, with workers clad 

in Tyvek suits and other protective gear sifting through the 
burned wreckage in search of propane tanks, pesticides, 
paint, batteries, unexploded ammunition and other items 
that pose a health or safety hazard, and then carefully re-
moving them. The EPA established its staging area for the 
work on Sept. 28, teams began assessing the Cachagua 
burn area Oct. 7, and they started removing waste from 
burned properties in the Sky Ranch area, near the origin 
of the fire, Oct. 9.

“The work is done by hand,” he said. “It’s a very phys-
ical effort.”

Regarding the properties requiring some kind of fol-
low-up, Harris-Bishop explained, there’s “either some-
thing else that has to be removed or a precarious tree that 
poses a threat, so we’ve made note of that on the map.” The 
online map he referred to indicates which properties have 
been assessed, what time the team was on site, and wheth-
er return is needed, but it doesn’t show what the specific 
issues are.

“That means there’s either a structure we weren’t able 
to get into because it’s too dangerous or there are other 
reasons why we couldn’t access it to do it ourselves, such 

By CHRIS COUNTS

A STANFORD University scholar, author 
and filmmaker is running into not-so-surprising 
obstacles when it comes to releasing his new doc-
umentary, “What Killed Michael Brown?”

Shelby Steele’s film, which debuts this week, 
offers a different perspective on the death of Mi-
chael Brown, whose shooting by a policeman in 
Ferguson, Mo., in 2014 triggered protests, riots, 
the Black Lives Matter movement and a nation-
al conversation on race. But you won’t be able to 
stream the film on Amazon Prime.

“Unfortunately, we have found that your title 
did not meet Prime Video’s content quality ex-
pectations and is not eligible for publishing on 
the service at time,” an email from Amazon told 
Steele. “We will not be accepting resubmission of 
this title and this decision may not be appealed.”

While the online retail and streaming giant 
didn’t say why it decided to ban the film, Steele, 
who lives in Pebble Beach, told The Pine Cone he 
knows the answer.

Challenging the narrative
“The film challenges the prevailing view that 

it was police racism that killed Michael Brown,” 
explained Steele, who wrote and narrated the 
film. “It pretty much documents the untruth of 
that. Not in any way was Michael Brown killed 
out of racial animus — the film makes the point 
racism has been in a radical decline. At least two 
Justice Department investigations found not one 
whit of evidence that Michael Brown was killed 
by racism.”

Steele co-produced the documentary with his 

Did racism kill Michael Brown? Filmmaker says no and gets canceled

See FILM page 31A

Ten schools get 
waivers to reopen

By MARY SCHLEY

FOLLOWING LAST week’s announcement that All 
Saints Day School and two other private schools received 
county and state permission to bring younger kids back 
into their classrooms, Monterey County health officer Dr. 
Ed Moreno said Wednesday that seven more have gotten 
the go-ahead.

The waivers allow the reopening of preschool-through-
sixth-grade education for in-classroom teaching, as long 
as the faculty, parents and community are OK with it, and 
as long as all the required health and safety protocols, like 
handwashing stations, social distancing, personal protec-
tive equipment and other measures, are in place.

The county and state granted waivers to the tiny Pacific 
Valley School on Big Sur’s South Coast, San Carlos and 
Santa Catalina schools in Monterey, Madonna del Sasso 
and Sacred Heart in Salinas, and San Ardo Union Ele-
mentary and San Antonio Elementary in South Monterey 
County.

See WAIVERS page 25ASee REMOVAL page 17A

Fallen trees were being reduced to pieces Wednesday in Toro Park, which remains 
closed due to extensive damage sustained during the River Fire, while another tree 
(right) that wasn’t supposed to be cut down got chopped in error Oct. 2 in Carmel. 
See story page 9A.
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Shelby Steele and, at left, cover art for 
the DVD of his new film.

CHOMP opening 
clinic at Carmel Rancho
n Will offer online appointments

By KELLY NIX

MONTAGE HEALTH next week will open its 
long-awaited urgent care clinic at the mouth of the valley, 
offering what officials say will be a convenient place for 
residents and visitors on this side of the Monterey Penin-
sula to go for minor burns, poison oak, suspected broken 
bones and an array of other ailments. 

On Oct. 20, Montage, the parent company of Commu-
nity Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula, will open the 
doors to its MoGo Urgent Care clinic in Carmel Rancho 
next to Prim’s. Spokeswoman Monica Sciuto said Penin-

See CLINIC page 16A


