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Art and artists make us smile, laugh
 — and think ... inside this week!
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Another epidemic that has no vaccine Live music: 
Banned, or not?
n Restaurants, other venues shut down, 
Sunset Center gets OK to carry on

By KELLY NIX

AS IF the Covid-19 pandemic couldn’t get any bleak-
er, Monterey County health officials this week said that 
live music — even the seemingly innocuous sounds of a 
classical guitarist or uplifting swing from a jazz trio — is 
not allowed at restaurants or other “public gatherings.” But 
county health officials conceded they were confused over 
the rules and inexplicably OK’d a concert in Carmel while 
at the same time warning such events are banned.

Many caught unaware
While a prohibition on live music was issued by the 

California Department of Public Health in July, most 
restaurant owners were not aware of the rule, and music 
has continued to expand on the Monterey Peninsula and 
other areas of the county as people have adapted to the 
various levels of shutdown. 

In the latest of a long 
string of cars being driv-
en into local buildings, 
this Subaru crashed 
into a music store in 
downtown Pacific Grove 
Thursday morning. 
Police didn’t say what 
they believe caused 
the crash or identify the 
driver, but the wreckage 
offered some possible 
clues: A handicapped 
placard is visible near 
the steering wheel and 
there’s a walker on the 
back seat.
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Dolan Fire winDs Down but heat brings worries

By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE FIREFIGHTERS are confident they have 
the Dolan Fire under control, it isn’t out yet and they are 
keeping a close eye on the weather as a heat wave sends 
temperatures rising.

“We’re getting into a stretch of critical weather, and it’s 
really going to test all the work that’s been done by fire-
fighters in the last 40 days,” meteorologist Kurt Van Spey-
broeck reported Thursday. “Temperatures in the Big Sur 
mountains are already up to 102 or 103.”

Temperatures to spike
A National Weather Service warning has been issued 

because of the heat and will continue into late Friday. 
Speybroeck said the high temperatures, along with north-
erly winds as strong as 30 mph on ridge tops, create a dan-
gerous combination. “Maybe by Friday night, we’ll see 
some relief,” he added. 

Because of the increased wind and temperatures, fire 

behavior analyst Nic Elmquist said firefighters are focus-
ing their efforts on the south end of the blaze, which has 
burned 125,000 acres and destroyed 14 structures, includ-
ing a fire station.

“We’re feeling pretty good about everything staying 
within the perimeter of the fire,” Elmquist said. “We really 
want to keep hold of things for the next couple days.”

A large plume of smoke seen in recent days caused 
some alarm, but Elmquist assured people it was simply 
the fire reaching an unburned “island” of vegetation, and 
he said it’s no threat to containment lines that are keeping 
the wildfire in check.

“You could probably see a little bit of it poking over 
the ridgeline,” he suggested. “You can rest assured that it’s 
well inside the interior of the fire.”

Fighting fire often requires trees to be removed, and this 
week, firefighters had to use explosives to take out a 125-
foot redwood “snag.”

Dave Potter Judy Refuerzo Karen Ferlito Mo Massoudi Bobby Richards Graeme Robertson

Incumbent Mayor Dave Potter described his “extensive 
amount of experience in local government,” including two 
decades as a county supervisor, a dozen years on the pow-
erful California Coastal Commission, terms on the Monte-
rey Planning Commission and city council, and, of course, 
his two years as mayor here.

“I’ve also got the ability to communicate with other 
elected officials throughout the county, throughout the 
state and actually at the federal level, and that gives Carm-
el the opportunity to really talk about what really matters 
to us, to give us a pulpit that we wouldn’t normally have 

First of two voter forums has candidates say what they would do for business
By MARY SCHLEY

FIELDING QUESTIONS primarily focused on busi-
ness, candidates for mayor and the city council tried to 
convince voters during a Carmel Chamber of Commerce 
forum Thursday night they deserve to be elected Nov. 3.

The opening question — the first of nine selected by 
members of the chamber’s government affairs committee 
beforehand but not shared with the candidates in advance 
— focused on the leadership skills candidates feel give 
them a leg up on the competition.

and access that most people can’t bring,” he said.
Challenging him for mayor, Judy Refuerzo said she 

managed offshore operations and subcontractors in the Far 
East for a Silicon Valley company, which required “build-
ing consensus and getting the job done.” She also serves 
as chair of the city’s community activities commission and 
has led other boards in their collaborative efforts.

Incumbent councilman Bobby Richards said having 
empathy is important in leadership, because it allows 

See FORUM page 16A

District to apply 
for waiver to open 
elementary schools

By MARY SCHLEY

ASSUMING THE county is still under a strict shut-
down order at the end of the month, Carmel Unified 
School District interim superintendent Trisha Dellis told 
the school board Wednesday night she’s planning to apply 
for a waiver that would let kids in the district’s elementary 
schools and other young children return to the classroom.

She expects to present a plan to the board at its Oct. 
21 meeting and field questions from parents, teachers and 
others at a town hall meeting the following night.
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