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HEALTHYHEALTHYLifestylesLifestyles Tips for staying sane in a pandemic and during
everything else that’s going on ... inside this week!

Physical therapist Sudha Shorian and patient Michael Rawl-
ings work with a new medical device that can help disabled 
and paralyzed patients walk. See page 8A. 
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Residents pick up pieces from two fires as third one tries to escape
n Carmel, River fires contained, 
but more than 100 buildings destroyed

By MARY SCHLEY

THE WILDFIRES that raged out of control last week, 
sparking in hot, dry, windy conditions and driving tens of 
thousands of people from their homes and destroying at 
least 103 buildings, significantly calmed this week, as the 
weather cooperated and hundreds of firefighters worked to 
confine them. 

On Thursday, Cal Fire lifted the last of the evacuation 
orders in the Carmel Fire in upper Carmel Valley, and the 
River Fire, which destroyed a long swath of land above the 
Salinas Valley.

By the morning of Aug. 27, the Carmel Fire had grown 
to 6,757 acres, an increase of just 62 acres from the day 
before. Damage assessment put the number of houses de-
stroyed at 50, with another six damaged, and another 23 
“minor structures” destroyed, with one damaged. The fire 
is contained, and the cause is unknown.

The River Fire, meanwhile, grew by 308 acres between 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings to 48,732 acres, with 
13 homes burned to the ground and 11 damaged, and 17 
other buildings destroyed and two damaged. The River 
Fire, which was started by lightning early Aug. 16, is al-
most completely contained, according to Cal Fire Opera-
tions Chief Mike Wink.

Lots of liquid
At what officials said was Cal Fire’s final live briefing 

on the two fires Wednesday night, incident commander 
Nick Truax said firefighting efforts at both blazes included 
730,000 gallons of water and 339,000 gallons of retardant 
dropped from aircraft.

After tens of thousands of people evacuated from Car-
mel Valley Village and other areas over the weekend with 
fairly little chaos, and many more were put on notice, 
all mostly due to a predicted dry lightning storm and high 
winds, many returned home Monday after the anticipated 
weather never materialized and crews continued to get a 
handle on the blazes.

More evacuation orders were lifted throughout the 

A chance to walk again

Firefighters battle to control Big Sur blaze
By CHRIS COUNTS

TEN DAYS after a wildfire broke out near Esalen In-
stitute in Big Sur and a suspected arsonist was arrested for 
starting it, the fire had spread to nearly 22,000 acres — and 
while some parts were well under control, by Wednesday 
afternoon, the fire was getting dangerously close to more 
than 30 households on Partington Ridge. 

Resident Magnus Toren watched from his home on 
Partington Ridge as the fire moved north toward McWay 
Ridge, where firefighters were building a line to keep it 
out of Partington Canyon. The two ridges are separated by 
steep topography and dense vegetation. 

Toren described the fire as “ominous and aggressive,” 
and looked on helplessly as a finger of it crept over the 
ridge into Partington Canyon at about 2 p.m.

“Our hearts dropped,” Toren told The Pine Cone. “Now 
it’s coming down the watershed.”

Help on the way
Yet moments later, Toren said a massive air attack de-

scended on the advancing fire. He watched a DC-10 lay re-
tardant, quickly followed by water drops from helicopters 
that used nearby McWay Cove — Big Sur’s second most 
famous photo op — to refill their buckets. 

The plane and helicopters made their drops with “surgi-
cal precision,” and ended the immediate threat. 

resources and habitat, and involves the most “significant 
environmental justice concerns the commission has con-
sidered” — although the agency only adopted a policy on 
environmental justice one year ago.

While acknowledging that Cal Am faces a December 
2021 deadline to find a new water source for its customers, 
the staff said commissioners should consider whether the 
Pure Water Monterey Project, a wastewater reclamation 
project, could be expanded to provide a “feasible and en-
vironmentally preferable alternative to the Cal Am project, 
and whether this alternative can provide sufficient water to 
this region for current and future uses while allowing Cal 

Coastal Commission asked to rejeCt desal plant
By KELLY NIX

THE STAFF of the California Coastal Commission 
has recommended for the second time that commissioners 
deny California American Water a permit to build a desal 
plant, which Cal Am maintains is needed to provide the 
Monterey Peninsula with a drought-free water supply.

The staff’s recommendation comes in advance of the 
coastal commission’s Sept. 17 meeting about whether to 
approve a permit to build the desal plant near Marina. The 
report calls the desal proposal “extraordinarily controver-
sial,” and notes that it has “spawned” at least 10 lawsuits 
over its more than eight-year history. 

In addition, the plant raises concerns about coastal See DESAL page 17A

See GROWING page 18A

Burned paws, but two 
cats are otherwise OK

By KELLY NIX

A CAT and a kitten that got scared and ran away as 
their owners fled their Carmel Valley home during the 
fire were rescued by the SPCA for Monterey County this 
week after a firefighter spotted them inside a vehicle on the 
property. The pets, one of which has burns to all four paws, 
are almost ready to be reunited with their owners.

On Tuesday, the firefighter saw the cats at a property on 
Via Cielo near Cachagua Road and contacted the SPCA, 
who already had staff in the area performing animal wel-
fare checks. The agency rescued the cats from inside a van 

See CATS page 19A

Giant U.S. Forest Service helicopters carry water to dump on the Dolan Fire Wednesday, while burned hulks of cars at Sky Ranch (upper 
right) show the aftermath of the raging Carmel Fire. A kitten managed to get out with only burned paws. He was found hiding in a van, 
was rescued and treated, and is almost ready to go back to his family.
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“In two hours they had it licked,” reported Toren, who 
said most of his neighbors had evacuated.

The forest service, meanwhile, offered its assessment 
of the ongoing threat.

“The deep marine layer lifted around noon and fuels 

See CONTAINED page 14A


