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Reclaimed water coming to taps Sept. 1
By KELLY NIX

September, the general manager of the water district
said this week.
“It’s a very good thing,” Stoldt told The Pine
HE LONG-awaited $125 million reclamation project
designed to provide a backup water supply for the Monte- Cone. “The important thing for us is no more derey Peninsula will be up and running by the beginning of lays.” The project was originally supposed to have
started producing water on July 1, 2019,
but faced construction delays, Stoldt
said. Instead, water didn’t begin flowing
until the middle of March of this year.
For now, the plant’s output is being
used to create a 1,000 acre-foot (about
326 million gallons) reserve supply, but
soon it will be ready to be delivered to
customers.
“Had we hoped to be ahead of schedule?” Stoldt said. “Absolutely.”
Pure Water Monterey is expected to
produce at least 3,500 acre-feet of water
per year and be a backup water supply
for Cal Am’s proposed desal plant. The
water district is also partnering with the
sewer district, Monterey One Water, on
the project.
Source water for the purification
process is coming mostly from sewage
PHOTO/COURTESY MONTEREY PENINSULA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
and agricultural runoff.
Cal Am spokesman Kevin Tilden
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This well off of Gen. Jim Moore Boulevard in Seaside will serve Pure Water
Monterey, the wastewater treatment project that will provide water to Cal Am
customers starting in September.

See WATER page 6A

Feds crack down on invasion of illegal campers
n Popular dirt roads to be closed
By CHRIS COUNTS

A

S CAMPERS continue to pour into Big Sur — and
persist in making illegal campfires — the United States
Forest Service plans to temporarily close three roads in
Big Sur where much of the activity is happening.
The roads that will be closed — Plaskett Ridge Road,
South Coast Ridge Road and Los Burros Road — have
been inundated by campers during the coronavirus shutdown.
Not only have they defied rules that ban campfires, but
their cars have badly damaged the unpaved roads, which
were not designed to accommodate heavy traffic.
“There’s been extensive road damage,” forest service
spokesman Andrew Madsen told The Pine Cone. “This
has led to stranded motorists and created traffic gridlock
which impedes emergency responses. It has also exacerbated concerns related to Covid-19 due to group gatherings and concentrated public use as well as rising instances
of illegal campfires.”
Madsen said the roads will likely be closed in the coming days.
“This will restrict public access, which is something we

don’t want to do,” he said. “But the extent of the problem
requires that we address it.”
Residents have long contended that allowing primitive
camping areas along the three roads creates an unaccept-
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Moreno says no
waivers for
grammar schools
n County closes door governor opened
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FTER GOV. Gavin Newsom announced last month
that elementary schools might be able to open this fall —
even in counties on the state’s “watch list” — some parents
in Monterey County hoped their younger children might
be able to return to their classrooms. But on Tuesday,
county health officer Dr. Ed Moreno said no campuses in
the county would be permitted to reopen because the rate
of positive cases remains too high.
Newsom announced July 23 that elementary schools
might be permitted to reopen, even in counties with high
rates of new infections, but in a letter this week to local school superintendents and heads of private schools,
Moreno said that’s not going to happen.
“Schools in Monterey County will not be considered
for a waiver to reopen in-person instruction,” Moreno said
in the letter.
While Carmel Unified School District interim superintendent Trisha Dellis told parents last month she has no
intention of applying for waivers for any of CUSD’s elementary schools, some other school administrators said
they were considering it — and tiny Big Sur Unified anSee SCHOOLS page 18A

Officials explain why
Peninsula has few cases
By KELLY NIX

See CAMPING page 13A

Armed men ‘threaten’
motorist, then disappear

s i n c e

A

WOMAN who works for Davey Tree Service said
she was confronted by a group of armed men while driving along the Old Coast Road in Big Sur Wednesday. Yet
24 hours later — after a report by the woman triggered a
response by the Monterey County Sheriff’s SWAT team —
nobody seems to know who the gunmen were, what their
purpose was, or where they are now.
The story made headlines all over the Monterey Peninsula, where accounts said several “gunmen threatened”

S THE number of coronavirus cases continues to
surge in Monterey County — surpassing the 5,000 mark
this week — the epidemic has unfolded differently on the
Monterey Peninsula, which has been somewhat of a bastion against the virus, with a very small number of cases
here.
Of the county’s 5,120 cases, 83 percent of them have
been in Salinas and the Salinas Valley, compared to 8.6
percent on the Peninsula. While Monterey County Health
Department officials previously offered little explanation
for the puzzling disparity, county health officer Dr. Ed
Moreno and an infectious disease specialist at Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula pointed to several
factors this week.
“Some of those reasons are geographic, demographic
and socioeconomic,” Montage Medical Group Dr. Martha

See GUNMEN page 15A

See CASES page 11A

By CHRIS COUNTS
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Hospital has many questions, some answers
By DENNIS TAYLOR

N

EARLY EIGHT months have passed since the first
case of Covid-19 was diagnosed on U.S. soil, but the medical director of infection prevention at Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula said that timespan feels
much longer.
“I just heard somebody say that Covid days are a bit
like dog years,” said Dr. Martha Blum of Montage Health.
“It feels like we’ve already been dealing with this for a
really long time now.”
The physician and her top lieutenant, infection prevention coordinator Heather Bowers, said their workdays at
CHOMP have changed dramatically since the epidemic
arrived in Monterey County, even though this area has endured fewer infections and deaths than most.

The county has diagnosed more than 5,000 cases of
the coronavirus, but only about 300 of those have required
hospitalization, and county hospitals have reported 34
deaths. Just over 400 cases have turned up in the Monterey
Peninsula and Big Sur.
“Infection prevention is pretty colossal at its base, but
when you add a pandemic, it becomes a whole other story.
Professionally, this is the most challenging thing I’ve ever
dealt with,” Bowers said. “Nursing school — all of my
microbiology classes, etc. — certainly helped, but when
there’s a new pathogen in the world, we’re all basically
learning how that bug is going to act. Then we have to try
to respond accordingly. We take whatever we’ve learned
and apply it to whatever situation we’re facing.”
See INFECTIOUS page 30A
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CHOMP infection prevention coordinator Heather Bowers says
medical professionals share what they’ve learned about the coronavirus to help everyone combat the pandemic.
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