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All you need to know about having fun in the sun while 
being kind to your skin ... inside this week!

from Mee Memorial Healthcare System, did not single out 
Salinas and the Salinas Valley, where more than 83 percent 
of the county’s 4,457 cases have occurred. Instead, they 
spoke broadly about the importance of distancing, wear-
ing masks, washing hands, using sanitizer and other basic 

Hospital execs warn of virus ‘complacency’
By KELLY NIX

WORRIED ABOUT the ongoing surge of coronavi-
rus cases and the serious threat the virus poses to Monterey 
County’s elderly, the CEOs of the county’s four hospitals 
this week implored everyone not to let their guard down 
against a virus that’s killed more than two dozen county 
residents. The CEO of CHOMP even said there 
needs to be a “redoubling” of efforts.

District 3 Monterey County supervisor 
Chris Lopez — who stood in front of a group of 
empty chairs symbolizing the number of peo-
ple in the county who have died from the virus 
— started off an in-person press conference in 
Salinas with a moment of silence for them. The 
four hospital CEOs then addressed reporters.

“We need the public’s help to fight this nasty, 
sneaky virus,” Salinas Valley Memorial Health-
care System CEO Pete Delgado told reporters 
during the Wednesday event. “Without that kind 
of help, we will see more hospitalizations, and 
unfortunately, more death.”

‘Numbers keep climbing’
The hospital heads, which also included 

Steven Packer, CEO of CHOMP, Gary Gray of 
Natividad Medical Center and Rena Salamacha 

Quarter of county jail 
inmates test positive

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CORONAVIRUS outbreak in Monterey Coun-
ty Jail that was discovered July 6 when an inmate with 
no symptoms underwent routine testing in preparation for 
surgery and came back positive has spread to more than 
a quarter of the population, Monterey County Sheriff’s 
Cmdr. Derrel Simpson said Thursday.

Out of 785 inmates tested, 232 have come back posi-
tive, putting the infection rate just shy of 30 percent. Four 
people received treatment at the hospital but have since 
been released, and there have been no fatalities.

Retesting
With the entire jail population tested, Chief Deputy Jim 

Bass said during a press briefing Monday that some in-
mates are now having samples taken again.

“We are going around and strategically retesting ar-
eas where we had a low number of positives,” he added, 
because even though those inmates were separated from 
those who tested negative, others had obviously come in 
contact with them.

Supervisor Chris Lopez (left), CHOMP CEO Steven Packer (second from left) 
and other local hospital CEOs at a news conference in Salinas Wednesday. 
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See CEOs page 14A

By CHRIS COUNTS

LIKE MANY people across
the country, Michael Lykken of 
Carmel Valley recently received a 
mysterious package of seeds in the 
mail, presumably from China.

“So who’s received Chinese 
seeds in the mail?,” Lykken posted 
on social media. “I just got them 
today. The package says ‘wire con-
nectors,’ and that is what it feels 
like from the outside, but inside is 
a pack of black seeds.”

Lykken said he’s suspicious of 
the shipper’s intent. “I can’t help 
but think there is an insidious plan 
with these since they are being 
mailed all over the country,” he 
suggested.

The Carmel Valley man isn’t the 
only one casting a wary eye at the 

seeds. This week, the State of Cali-
fornia warned residents to not open 
the packages or plant the seeds, 
and to contact the county agricul-
tural commissioner’s office.

Warning issued
“Seed packets should not be 

opened, shipped or disposed of 
by residents in order to prevent 
the potential dispersal of invasive 
species or quarantine pests,” the 
statement says. “Unopened seed 
packets should be held by the resi-
dent or county official until further 
instructions are provided.”

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, meanwhile, suggested 
the seeds may be part of scam 
to boost product ratings for 

Mystery seeds from China delivered in C.V.

A Carmel Valley man received this unsolicited 
package of seeds from China in the mail.
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See SEEDS page 17A

generate would be transmitted in cables back to shore — 
and ultimately, into the power grid.

But a number of hurdles stand in the way of the project, 
including the fact that nobody has ever installed turbines 
offshore in water so deep.

And it could be years before the facility begins generat-
ing wind power — if it is even built.

“Nothing is happening yet,” Lindsay Buckley of the 
California Energy Commission told The Pine Cone. 
“We’re at a point where the U.S. Navy has agreed to a cou-
ple areas where wind power development could possibly 

Big Sur could Be home to offShore wind farm 
By CHRIS COUNTS

FEDERAL AND state agencies are exploring the
idea of installing an array of wind power turbines — also 
known as a wind farm — somewhere off the coast between 
Limekiln State Park in Big Sur and Hearst Castle, and like-
ly no closer than 20 miles from the shore. 

The wind turbines would float on the surface of the 
ocean and be anchored to the ocean floor. The energy they 

See FALL page 19A

rus are applicable and enforceable in the city, where po-
lice, the code enforcement officer and others could write 
tickets to people who violate them, and the second will do 
the same for “the enforcement of provisions and condi-
tions of encroachment permits for outdoor dining.”

In order to set up tables in parking spaces and on the 
sidewalks so customers can eat outside, restaurant and 
coffee shop owners must get permits from the city that re-
quire them to sanitize frequently, take in all umbrellas and 
propane heaters at the end of the night, never use plastic 
tables or chairs, carry a lot of insurance and be current on 
their taxes.

Council to OK two new laws to enforce distancing, outdoor dining rules
By MARY SCHLEY

IF YOU walk through downtown or on the beach
during one of the busier times of day, you’ll see proof that 
just asking — or even telling — people to follow the rules 
of social distancing and mask wearing isn’t enough to get 
them to do it. Next Tuesday, the city council will consider 
giving police and other public officials the ability to write 
tickets to people who don’t obey.

The Monterey County Board of Supervisors enacted 
a similar law for all the unincorporated areas earlier this 
week, and the City of Monterey started issuing citations 
several weeks ago. Unlike the $1,000 misdemeanor ci-
tations that police can write for failing to follow public 
health orders, the “administrative citations” would carry 
fines starting at $100 and then rise to $200, $500 and even-
tually $1,000 for repeat offenses. Like traffic tickets, they 
also wouldn’t require prosecution by the district attorney’s 
office or lengthy police reports.

Rules have teeth
At their Aug. 4 meeting, council members will be asked 

to approve two separate ordinances on four-fifths votes so 
they can take effect immediately. The first one will affirm 
the state and county health orders pertaining to coronavi-

See RULES page 23A

Teen injured in fall 
through skylight at CHS

By MARY SCHLEY

WHEN MORE than a half-dozen kids, the youngest
a 12-year-old girl, decided it would be fun to trespass on 
the closed Carmel High School campus Monday, their de-
cision turned nearly fatal when one of them, a teenage boy, 
fell through a skylight after climbing onto the roof of the 
cafeteria and was seriously injured, according to the Mon-
terey County Sheriff’s Office.

Five boys ages 14 to 16 and two girls, 12 and 14, were 
hanging out at the school, which is closed, late in the after-
noon of July 27 and “decided to climb on the roof,” Cmdr. 
Derrel Simpson explained. “They gained access by stack-
ing up some trashcans.”

See WIND page 13A

Dining areas in parking spaces must be bordered by 
barriers that are between 3 and 4 feet high and weigh at 
least 50 pounds. Non-solar lighting and music are not al-
lowed, and most parklets can only seat up to 16 people and 
take up two spaces.

Walking downtown
City officials and community members have spent 

weeks working with restaurant owners to get their parklets 
to look nice, and over the weekend, police officers walked 

See JAIL page 14A


