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The Monterey County Jail has seen a sharp increase in coronavirus cases among inmates 
since the first was detected during a routine medical test two weeks ago, but the sheriff’s 
office says the complex has space to isolate inmates who are infected. 
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Coronavirus surges among inmates at county jail

start of the lockdown, when inmates who were in jail for 
comparatively minor offenses and who were at risk were 
let out.

“Last week, we approached the courts about releasing 
people,” he said. The courts allowed the sheriff ’s office 
to release 16 prisoners, and Sheriff Steve Bernal used his 
authority under the Government Code to let another 18 
go over the weekend. The jail population as of Thursday 
was 710. At its height before the shutdown, the number 
exceeded 800, and it briefly dropped to as low as the high 
500s in the spring. Thornburg said the jail compound has 
enough space for up to 72 inmates to isolate themselves if 
necessary.

By MARY SCHLEY

OF THE 287 Monterey County 
Jail inmates tested for coronavirus 
since the first case there was de-
tected during a routine pre-surgery 
exam almost two weeks ago, 108 
have come back positive for coro-
navirus, Monterey County Sheriff’s 
Capt. John Thornburg told The Pine 
Cone Thursday morning. And out of 
41 staffers tested, one has contracted 
the virus.

“We have had two inmates who 
needed to go to the hospital, and 
both have been released,” he added. 
“The vast majority of those positive 
cases are either asymptomatic or 
have mild symptoms.”

Patient zero
The first inmate to test positive 

was also asymptomatic, Thornburg 
said during a press briefing Mon-
day. “The next day, five people in the 
same housing unit had symptoms, and they tested positive 
for Covid.”

Last week, the sheriff’s office tested 89 people thought 
to have been exposed and got 61 positive results, after 
which officials ramped up testing. Most of the inmates 
were in the same housing unit and are still being kept to-
gether but isolated from the rest of the jail population.

“We are going to test all inmates and all staff,” he said, 
a total of around 900 people, though he didn’t know how 
long it would take to get the testing done.

“We don’t know who patient zero is,” he added. “We’re 
trying to figure out how it got in.”

The outbreak also has the sheriff ’s office again look-
ing at early releases, similar to what occurred toward the See JAIL page 17A

New shutdown 
orders ‘devastating’ 
to small businesses

By KELLY NIX

IN A one-two punch to Monterey County’s economy, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom Monday ordered gyms, churches, 
barbershops and hair salons, indoor malls and other busi-
nesses to close again, as the surge of new coronavirus 
cases in Salinas and the Salinas Valley shows no sign of 
slowing anytime soon. 

In addition, “non-essential” offices, nail salons, tattoo 
parlors and churches were also ordered to shut — many of 
them just a few weeks after they reopened. And for the first 
time, the list of banned activities includes public protests, 
where distancing is seldom practiced. However, the ban 
only applies to “indoor protests,” according to Monterey 
County health officer Dr. Ed Moreno.

Rising rates
The new statewide order followed one last week that 

all Monterey County bars, pubs and winetasting rooms be 
closed, as well as indoor restaurants and movie theaters. 
The new closures were ordered because coronavirus cases 
and hospitalizations in Monterey County continue to rise 

Nurse Cristina Bodek enters CHOMP’s Respiratory Triage Tent, which isolates 
Covid-19 patients from others who come to the hospital’s ER. 
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Navigating hospital’s emotional waves and sometimes rocky shores
By DENNIS TAYLOR

A GREAT day, said Cristina Borek, is punching 
out at the end of her 12-hour shift as a frontline nurse 
at Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula 
knowing that she’s helped a patient feel better.

There’s also the other kind of day, said Borek, 
who works with CHOMP’s Critical Decisions Unit, 
the team that determines which emergency room pa-
tients should be admitted to the hospital, and who 
should be sent home.

“There are some you worry about when they’re 
discharged, because you’re not really sure how 
they’re going to be,” said the Big Sur native, a 2008 
graduate of Carmel High. “As a nurse, you only want 
to see the best outcome for everybody. Sometimes 
you have that gut feeling when they go out the door: 
‘I don’t really know how this is going to go for them.’ 
That’s when the job is really frustrating, really hard.”

When she’s needed, Borek also works in the hos-

pital’s respiratory triage tent, treating patients with 
symptoms of Covid-19, which has infected more 
than 3 million Americans and caused more than 
130,000 U.S. deaths.

Calming people down
Protective masks, frequent hand washing, and so-

cial distancing are the first line of defense against the 
most formidable pandemic in a century. The emer-
gency room is where people come when they’re wor-
ried, frightened or even terrified that the virus has 
invaded their bodies. Borek and her colleagues see 
that fear and feel the weight of their responsibilities 
every day.

“When I’m working in the respiratory triage tent, 
I feel like calming people down is a big part of what 
we do,” the nurse said. “These aren’t just patients, 
these are our community members, and it’s our re-

See SHUTDOWN page 16A

Scenic and 13th was cited for having a chair on the beach, 
and about 15 minutes later, a 44-year-old man at Scenic 
and 11th received a citation for the same violation. Shortly 
before 5:45 p.m., a 50-year-old man was also ticketed at 
Scenic and 10th for having a chair on the sand.

Misdemeanors
Those citations for violating the county health officer’s 

order are misdemeanors and will be prosecuted by the 
Monterey County District Attorney’s Office, assuming the 
DA chooses to pursue the charges.

“We were doing constant patrols, had adequate signage, 
and many people chose to ignore the signs,” Police Chief 
Paul Tomasi said. “These are misdemeanor violations 
which require a full police report and filing with the DA’s 
office. Each one, if filed by the DA, could require a jury 
trial.”

Beach patrols try to keep the crowds moving

n Tickets written for illegal chairs

By MARY SCHLEY

SIGNS POSTED at Carmel Beach clearly state those 
who venture onto the sand need to keep moving. Intend-
ed to slow the spread of coronavirus, the rules include no 
coolers, chairs or tents on the sand, and no fires. The beach 
is “open for exercise only,” the signs say.

But every day, especially when it’s sunny, police offi-
cers have to ask people to keep moving and have even had 
to cite people who refused to follow the rules.

“We had officers on the beach for most of the weekend. 
Warnings were given to over 60 people on Sunday alone 
who were in violation of the posted order,” Sgt. Jeff Wat-
kins said. “Most beachgoers complied, but several were 
watching to see if we would enforce the order.”

On July 12, just before 5 p.m, a 31-year-old woman at See PATROLS page 13A See BRIGHT page 15A

Real estate providing 
badly needed bright spot

By MARY SCHLEY

DURING THE week of April 12 — when business-
es were closed and the coronavirus pandemic had every-
one sheltering in place — a paltry 13 home sales totaling 
$11,929,000 closed escrow in the Monterey Peninsula. 
Last week, 48 houses across the Peninsula sold for an im-
pressive $78,775,000 — with 31 of them going for well 
over $1 million.

The numbers bear witness to local realtors’ experiences 
as of late, especially those who handle properties in Carm-
el, Pebble Beach, Carmel Valley and down the coast.

In more than 45 years in the business, Carmel Realty 
managing director Bill Mitchell said, he’s never encoun-
tered a more challenging and complex period than during 
the last three months. 

 “The pandemic literally shut down our business in 
April and May — those were the worst months in the his-
tory of our business, by far,” he said. “However, the mar-
ket rebounded in June,” when volume was more than two 
times higher than it was a year ago.

“In the middle of June, something happened — it’s 
almost like someone turned a light switch on,” realtor 

See FRONT page 24A


