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Realtors: Hot market driven by urban refugees

n Busy streets not what they used to be

By MARY SCHLEY

THE NATIONAL economic picture may be grim be-
cause of the coronavirus shutdown, but there’s a real estate 
boom underway on the Monterey Peninsula with local re-
altors saying they are as busy as ever and prices staying 
high.

“My phone’s been ringing more, and I’ve been getting 
more emails from buyers from out of the area due to the 
pandemic,” said realtor Tim Allen. “People are wanting to 
get away from more densely populated areas.”

Carmel, Pebble Beach, Carmel Valley and other highly 
valued Peninsula locations are “ideal” for their low density 
and outdoor space and activities.

“We’re getting inquiries from buyers across the board 
— not just vacation homes, but permanent, and from peo-
ple who were planning to buy anyway,” he said. The inter-

Tale of lost dog in Big Sur has happy ending in Pasadena
By CHRIS COUNTS

FIVE DAYS after losing their beloved Aussie, Canela, along 
Highway 1, a Big Sur couple reported Thursday afternoon that 
the dog had been found safe in Pasadena more than 300 miles 
away, and they were on their way to pick her up.

The ordeal started Saturday around noon when Libby Barnes 
drove into Carmel from their home near Garrapata Beach, and 
Canela — unknown to Barnes — tried to follow her down the 
private road they live on. 

“She didn’t have her collar on because we had just brushed 
her,” she told The Pine Cone.

Later, after Barnes and her wife, Daniela De Sola, discovered 
the dog missing, they put out word of the disappearance on social 
media. They also caught a break when a neighbor’s security cam-
era captured footage of Canela walking down the private road and 

arriving at Highway 1. 
A truck and trailer can be seen in the video stopped at the 

same site before slowly backing up and turning up the private 
road. But just minutes later, the truck and trailer can be seen 
coming back down, and when the truck reached Highway 1, it 
turned right and continued its northbound journey. 

More video
To learn more about Canela’s whereabouts, Barnes and De 

Sola searched for more surveillance footage. “We contacted Car-
mel Highlands Gas Station, and they have video of the truck and 
trailer passing at 12:28 p.m.,” Barnes reported.

The couple speculated the dog was picked up by the driver of 
the truck, who first tried to return her, but realized the dirt road Canela, who got lost Saturday in Big Sur but was 

found five days later in Pasadena, is pictured here with 
her owners’ child Olivia, who passed away last year.
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A big crowd gathered — though mostly safely — on world-famous Carmel Beach Monday. Realtors say these days it’s the city’s isolation 
and unhurried, small-town lifestyle that are also attracting hordes of people interested in living here. 
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est is “across all price points,” too.
After sheltering in place for more than two months, 

many people have realized they can work effectively from 
home and are now looking for houses with space for an 
office, for instance. Same goes for fitness: Those who 
worked out at gyms now want to set up their own, instead.

Becoming full-time residents
Realtor Debby Beck, who recently launched her own 

business, Platinum One, agreed.
“I think now demand is stronger from people who are 

in the San Francisco Bay area,” she said. “Zoom has really 
changed the way people will now be doing business. A lot 
of those folks who have part-time homes here are transi-
tioning to full time here.”

Becky Jones, managing broker at Sotheby’s, said peo-
ple are definitely fleeing urban areas throughout the state, 

Shops, restaurants 
poised to reopen
n Elaborate preparations and waiting

By KELLY NIX and MARY SCHLEY
 
AFTER ALMOST 11 painful weeks of Monterey 

County being shut down, the board of supervisors OK’d 
a document Tuesday to allow — with some restrictions 
— many businesses to reopen, including retail stores and 
restaurants. 

State consent is still needed, but supervisors agreed 
unanimously that the county should get back to business 
as soon as possible and approved health officer Dr. Ed 
Moreno’s roadmap for reopening, officially dubbed the 
“attestation and variance request.” The state could grant 
the county’s request at any time and has quickly approved 
other reopening plans, county officials have said. But two 
days later, the California Department of Public Health has 
not OK’d it.

Vague timeline
Asked Thursday morning how long it would take the 

state health agency to process and post the county’s attes-
tation form, a health department representative would not 
provide a timeline, only telling The Pine Cone that “forms 
are continually being reviewed as they are received.”

County health department spokeswoman Karen Smith 
also said Thursday that while the department has not heard 
how long the state’s approval process will take, “we have 
heard that things have been moving along.”

CounCil wants more 
say in outdoor dining

By MARY SCHLEY

FOLLOWING THE rush of restaurants serving cus-
tomers on sidewalks and in nearby parking spots over the 
busy holiday weekend, the city council wants to weigh in 
on the success and failures of that aspect of the city’s effort 
to get its economy going again. A special meeting of the 
city council has been scheduled on the topic May 29 at 
10:30 a.m.

City administrator Chip Rerig announced last week he 
and acting planning director Marnie Waffle would be ap-
proving temporary permits for outdoor restaurant seating 
to encourage takeout, and to help establishments serve 
more customers once they are allowed to have people dine 
in. Within a few days, they OK’d 15 applications, with 
another 11 in the pipeline. But with the rush came some 
problems, according to Rerig and some council members 
who want assurance restaurants that have taken advantage 
of the opportunity are following the rules.

“I think it’s worked, but a couple of guys out there don’t 
know what 6 feet looks like,” said Mayor Dave Potter, 
who requested the meeting. “I called for it because I was 
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few sales paid for two months’ rent at the gallery, which 
is located just steps away from Jerome’s Market in Carmel 
Valley Village, Aliotti said.

While art galleries are not deemed to be essential 
businesses — and therefore couldn’t open earlier — Al-
iotti noted that galleries like hers do offer the community 
something essential. “We feed the souls of our clients,” 
she added.

Michele MacDonald Jayson of Dawson Cole Fine Art, 
which carries sculptor Richard MacDonald’s work, said 
the downtown gallery opened for curbside deliveries two 
weeks ago. “We had a client pick up some things that he 
had purchased before all this broke loose,” Jayson ex-
plained.

Jayson said she’s wondered why art galleries haven’t 
already been allowed to open. She noted that the gallery 
is large, and the number of visitors at any one time is min-

Many art galleries ready for Monday reopening
By CHRIS COUNTS

AS SOON as what’s being called Stage 2.5 of Mon-
terey County’s plan to reopen some parts of the economy 
goes into effect, the Carmel Valley Art Association will be 
among those who are ready to welcome back customers, 
as long as too many aren’t in the gallery at the same time, 
and everybody is wearing a mask.

“We have 40 artists who have been at home making 
amazing work,” owner Shelley Aliotti told The Pine Cone. 
“It’s like flowers are blooming everywhere, and you can’t 
pick them.”

One at a time
In recent weeks, Aliotti started welcoming back her cli-

ents, but only one at a time, and by appointment only.
Despite the limitations, the move succeeded beyond her 

expectations. One woman bought eight paintings by Peg-
gy Hutton, while others spent almost as generously. The See GALLERIES page 15A

See HAPPY page 13A


