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Tuck Box owner 
defies shelter order, 
is ready to fight

By MARY SCHLEY

NO MATTER what anybody says, Jeff LeTowt is go-
ing to continue serving customers inside and on the patio 
of his Tuck Box restaurant on Dolores Street.

The presence of seated diners eating off real dishes and 
sipping from glasses in the small breakfast-and-lunch spot 
has not gone unnoticed by residents — some of whom sup-
port him, while others are incredulous or enraged — and 
police, who have repeatedly responded to complaints and 
asked him to stop.

Regardless, LeTowt has expressed no doubts about his 
decision to violate the county-wide shelter-in-place order 
that has forced most businesses to close and crippled the 
economy. 

He received a warning letter from Monterey County 
deputy district attorney Emily Hickok last week and was 
subsequently cited for three violations — misdemeanors 
that can carry fines of $1,000 and jail time.

“Compliance with the Monterey County shelter-
in-place orders is critical to mitigate the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on critical healthcare services in 
Monterey County and to protect public health,” Hickok 
wrote in the letter. “Because people without symptoms can 
transmit the infection, and because the infection is easily 
spread, interpersonal interactions, like the close contact 

Drive-by shoes, F-15s, anD a DeFiant tea room

Few shops that ‘reopen’ 
aren’t exactly thriving

By MARY SCHLEY and KELLY NIX

SALES ARE obviously nothing like they were before 
the coronavirus shutdown, but Monterey Peninsula busi-
nesses that were allowed to partially reopen after the coun-
ty health officer suddenly relaxed the shutdown order last 
week are trying to make the best of it. 

Last week, county health officer Dr. Ed Moreno revised 
his May 1 shelter-in-place order to allow more Monterey 
County retail businesses to offer curbside pickup, includ-
ing book and clothing shops, sporting goods stores, florists 
and other over-the-counter retailers. Manufacturing and 
supply chain workplaces supporting those types of busi-
nesses can also reopen. 

A handful of stores in downtown Carmel took advan-
tage of the loosened restrictions on retail this week. Stores 
are only allowed to fill orders placed online or by phone, 
which is impractical for many, but they are trying to make 
it work.

that would allow, for instance, in-restaurant dining.
Moreno also minimized the importance of modeling, 

which his office used to help project the number of coro-
navirus cases here — a figure which many people have 
criticized and which Malais and other county officials now 
concede will not happen.

“Again, modeling is just a tool. The outcome is based 
on our local data and a formula that we didn’t create,” he 
said. “It’s just one of many that we can use. I think over 

surge to occur months later, oFFicial claims

n Emergency hospital at Marina 
airport may not be used 

By KELLY NIX

AFTER THE surprising announcement this week by 
a county official that a surge of Covid-19 cases is expected 
to occur in late summer and fall, there are even more ques-
tions — but few answers — about when the countywide 
lockdown might be lifted and how a possible flood of new 
cases could affect the Monterey Peninsula during what’s 
supposed to be the height of the tourist season.

In a report to the county board of supervisors Tuesday, 
Office of Emergency Services manager Gerry Malais said 
that a surge of Covid-19 infections is now not expected un-
til “late summer or even into the fall.” The statement was 
unexpected, since health officer Dr. Ed Moreno has said a 
surge would occur at the end of this month and amount to 
33,000 sick people with 950 hospitalized. 

County assessor Steve Vagnini, who was caught off 
guard by the new projection, told The Pine Cone, “If they 
are anticipating a later surge, does that mean we get to 
open our office [and then] have to close again?” 

Malais said Thursday that the later surge projection is 
based on information he’s received from Moreno’s office 
and officials. Emergency planning, he said, isn’t an “exact 
science.”

“You can say that is just a guess, but it’s a guess based 
on experience and information,” he said. “We are constant-
ly adjusting those guesstimates, if you will.”

Malais credited Moreno, saying it’s his opinion that the 
restrictive measures Moreno imposed are the reason “peo-
ple have not been getting exposed and infected to the level 
we anticipated they would.”

‘Just a tool’
There are many other questions raised by the possibil-

ity of a later surge, including whether Monterey County 
should still expect to see tens of thousands of Covid-19 
patients, and when the county might consider moving into 
the next phase of reopening so more people can return to 
work.

Moreno did not respond to those questions from The 
Pine Cone. He told reporters this week that the county 
does not meet the state’s requirements to relax restrictions 

See SURGE page 15A

coronavirus Fatal to 
Junipero serra school

By MARY SCHLEY

YEARS OF declining enrollment, coupled with the 
coronavirus-induced shutdown, forced the closure of Juni-
pero Serra School at the Carmel Mission after more than 
75 years, Bishop Daniel Garcia of the Diocese of Mon-
terey announced Friday. The pre-K-through-eighth-grade 
school is the most significant business-related casualty of 
the pandemic that has brought almost everything, includ-
ing church services, to a standstill for the past two months.

“While this decision is difficult and may be hard to ac-
cept, it is final and comes after much analysis and deliber-
ation,” Garcia said. “Financial sustainability is always crit-
ical, and the devastating financial impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic being experienced throughout our diocese could 
never have been imagined. This economic and financial 
toll has resulted in a current and projected budget deficit 
that is not recoverable.”

Half of what it was
Nearly 20 years ago, when the school was preparing to 

build the gym next to Larson Field, 214 students attended 
classes there. Now, just over 100 do, and according to Kim-
berly Cheng, superintendent of schools for the diocese, 
enrollment needed to hit more than 150 for the school to 
break even. The annual tuition is $8,000 per child.

See TUCK page 20A

See SHOPS page 14A

See SCHOOL page 14A

(Clockwise from top left) Alyssa Bundy helps during a 
good first day of business Thursday at Lloyd’s, even if 
people aren’t accustomed to curbside delivery of their 
shoes, while on Wednesday, four F-15C Eagle fight-
er jets from the California Air National Guard’s 144th 
Fighter Wing flew over facilities throughout the state 
to salute healthcare workers and first responders. That 
same day, the owner of the Tuck Box was cited for 
violating the shelter-in-place order by serving customers 
in his restaurant.

PHOTOS/MICHAEL TROUTMAN, DMT IMAGING, AMY SIBIGA (TOP RIGHT)

Council: Outdoor dining 
could help restaurants 
stay in business

By MARY SCHLEY

CLOSING OFF a couple of blocks on Dolores Street 
to put out tables and chairs so restaurant customers can 
dine on takeout al fresco while the coronavirus shutdown 
order is in effect — and then be able to eat while practicing 
social distancing once the shutdown is lifted — is either a 
great idea or a terrible one, depending on who’s speaking. 
It’s innovative or inappropriate. It’s worth a try or totally 
unfair.

The council discussed the idea Tuesday as a way to 
support businesses and take a creative approach in efforts 
to recover from what has become an unprecedented and 
ongoing fiscal disaster, and turning streets into spread-out 

See DINING page 17A
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

ONCE THE shelter-in-place order went into ef-
fect, she took stock of her situation. She was about 
to be quarantined with her 90-year-old father and 
her 24-year-old daughter, and she was going to 
need a distraction, a diversion — maybe a good 
book or a new show to binge-watch. 

She decided she needed a cat. Maybe a kitten, 
someone young enough to need her. 

The very next day, a friend reached out, saying 
she’d adopted two Bengal kittens, twin sisters, from 
the Salinas animal shelter. Did she want one?

She’d had Bengals before. She loves their intelli-
gence and their wild, leopard-like appearance. She 
loves how active and playful they are, and they are 
affectionate, with a gentle temperament. Kind of 

like a loyal dog. Except not. 
A day later, the friend changed her mind and de-

cided to keep both kittens.
“I wasn’t disappointed, because I knew my friend 

would change her mind again,” she said. “Bengals 
are pretty fearless and will roughhouse with each 
other. My friend called a day later and asked me to 
take a kitten. ‘They’re terrorizing the dog,’ she said.”

She left her home just north of Ocean Avenue, 
wearing her shelter-in-place mask and gloves. Her 
masked friend opened her front door, slipped little 
Lily into the carrier, and shut the door. 

“It has been the best thing to have Lily while 
we’re on shutdown,” her person said. “My father is 
not interested in pets, but he finds Lily extremely 
entertaining. My daughter seems equally enchant-
ed. Lily has really lifted our spirits.”

The kitten, now 18 weeks old, hasn’t been to the 
beach, but she did adapt quickly to her tiny har-
ness and leash, which she wears while exploring 
the garden.

“Lily offers us a break from the monotony of 
cooking, cleaning and clock-watching,” her person 
said. “She’s charming.”

Kitten in captivity

2511 Garden Rd., Suite A230 Monterey

(831) 646-5424 | sgsenger@att.net 

Law Office of 
Sara Senger

30 years of experience 
in Medi-Cal Estate Planning

Elder Law

Wills and Trusts

Special Needs 

I will make home and hospital visits

www.gocatrescue.org

All Golden Oldies cats are spayed/neutered and current on medical.

If you would like to 
sponsor our next ad 

give us a call!

Call Golden Oldies at 831-200-9700 if you would like to 
meet Scout or go to www.gocatrescue.org and fill 

out an adoption application.

Scout is a 6 ½-year-old, 
13-pound tuxedo. Shy at 
first, she blossoms in a 
quiet environment. She 
loves people and would 
enjoy nothing more than 
cuddling with you all day; 
she wants to be held and 
tightly hugged, petted 
and even kissed!

SCOUT

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone

contact jessica@carmelpinecone.com

(831) 274-8590

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday 

night by email — free subscriptions at

www.carmelpinecone.com

26200 Carmel Rancho Blvd, Carmel By The Sea

Open 10am-6pm Daily for Curbside Pickup. 

at TheRawConnection.com

We’re Here For You & Your Pets.
Thanks For Shopping Local!

SHOP ONLINE

Thanks for your patience & support !
or Call (831) 626-7555

soft jackets
activewear
sweaters
leather
shirts
polos
pants
shoes

the best in 
men’s clothing

stay safe 
& healthy
831-625-8106

check us out online
khakisofcarmel.com
or on instagram

Welcoming 
New Customers

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

• Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery • Accepts Tricare 

*In-stock inventory 

Over 100 Years of Service
Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel

831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStore.com     

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

Love,

Dad, Mom, Adeline, 

Hallie & Mackay

C�gratulati�s 
E�a!

We LOVE You!

20202020

WHAT A UNIQUE TIME TO 
GRADUATE, LET’S HELP 

THEM CELEBRATE.
Do you have a loved one, a friend, a classmate 

or group that is graduating this year? 

We have a great opportunity to celebrate our 
graduates and let them know how proud we are 

of their accomplishments in 
The Carmel Pine Cone’s June 5, 2020 edition. 

Class ofClass of

GIVE YOUR GRADUATE THE SHOUT OUT THEY DESERVE!

Feature a graduate’s picture with 
a personal message. 

To place your ad or get more information contact:

Meena Lewellen | (831) 274-8655
meena@carmelpinecone.com

Jessica Caird | (831) 274-8590
jessica@carmelpinecone.com
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New Construction in Pebble Beach in Carmel School District, 

with Perfect Floor Plan... Separate Wings for Working 

and Schooling from Home. 

4 beds, 4+ baths  ■  www.SilverCourtStunner.com  ■  $4,995,000

Available This Sat 5/16 To Preview
By Private Appointment Only

Contact Judie for your time and protocols.

Judie Profeta
831.601.3207
Managing Director | Broker Associate

Judie@Th eProfetaTeam.com  DRE#00703550

feel the most practical thing to do is to 
reduce the hours of access to our PO box 
lobbies,” he said. “We feel our customers 
will still have adequate hours to get their 
mail without inconveniencing them more 
than necessary.”

House numbers on the way?
He couldn’t say how long the restricted 

hours will be in effect but said the postal 
service will “reevaluate the PO box lobby 
hours once we feel we can properly provide 
the level of security our customers expect 
for their mail.”

The reduced hours will mean more 
people going to the post office to pick up 
their mail simultaneously, making social 
distancing more difficult. Some members 
of the public and the city council recently 
raised the idea that the longstanding tradi-
tion of not having house numbers should be 
put to rest for the sake of safety — homes 
with numbered addresses are easier for po-
lice and firefighters to find — and conve-
nience, since many cell phone carriers and 
other companies won’t deal with customers 
who don’t have street addresses.

Having house numbers would also re-
lieve the city of having to pay a private 
courier service to deliver mail to home-
bound residents and others who don’t want 
to go to the post office. When the council 
last discussed the service, and plans to re-
duce it, in April, the annual cost was esti-
mated at around $90,000.

USPS limits post office hours 
By MARY SCHLEY

SINCE MOST of them have to go to 
the post office to retrieve their mail be-
cause the postal service doesn’t deliver to 
their homes, residents have long been ac-
customed to being able to do so any time 
of day or night. But this week, postmaster 
Sandra Tamiano announced the box lob-
by will only be open for limited hours six 
days a week and closed all day on Sundays, 
starting May 16.

“To secure and preserve the sanctity 
of the mail, the postal service has elected 
to temporarily reduce the PO box access 
hours,” she wrote in the notice. “It is the 
best solution for our postal patrons.”

The new hours are 6 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and 7:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Saturday. On Sundays, the lobby 
will remain closed.

Tamiano did not say what the problem 
was that needed solving, nor did she indi-
cate how long “temporary” is. Six months 
ago, someone broke into 75 post office 
boxes late on a Sunday night or early the 
following morning. Postal officials did not 
report the break-ins to police and said the 
U.S. Postal Service was investigating.

USPS spokesman Augie Ruiz said post-
al thefts are, in fact, the reason for the new 
hours, with crime rates increasing not just 
in Monterey County, but in neighboring 
counties and the City of San Jose.

“Until we can abate the problem, we 

We pay for news photos!
The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of 

newsworthy events around the Monterey Peninsula. 
Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com. 

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  
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Police, Fire &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 6RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

March 6 — The Monterey County dis-
trict attorney’s environmental protection unit 
entered into a stipulated judgment with Pin-
nacle Application, Inc., to settle a pesticide 
drift incident that occurred on June 30, 2017, 
that sickened 10 agricultural workers trans-
planting crops in a neighboring field. The 
judgment requires Pinnacle Application, Inc. 
to pay $155,985.78 in civil penalties and in-
vestigative costs. 

On the day of the incident, agricultural 
workers began transplanting broccoli at a 
farm at approximately 4 a.m. Approximate-
ly 15 minutes later, Pinnacle Application, a 
licensed pesticide applicator, began applying 
a mixture of six pesticides and two adjuvants 
to a farm nearby the workers. Shortly there-
after, the agricultural workers began noticing 
a burning plastic-type odor. They then devel-
oped symptoms of pesticide exposure, in-
cluding headache, nausea, eye irritation and 
shortness of breath.  

Later that morning, Natividad Hospital 
notified the Monterey County Agricultur-
al Commissioner that a number of workers 
had been taken there for treatment related 
to pesticide exposure. The agricultural com-
missioner’s staff of inspectors and biologists 
thoroughly investigated the incident and re-
ferred it to the district attorney’s office as a 
“priority investigation” as is required when 
five or more persons become ill. Agricul-
tural commissioner Henry Gonzales said, 
“Pesticide applicators must be aware of their 
surroundings and stop an application when 
farmworkers are likely to be harmed. Appli-
cators must evaluate their equipment, wind 
speed and direction, and should error on the 
side of safety.” 

Pinnacle Application cooperated with the 
district attorney’s office in settling this matter 
and has agreed to be bound by an injunction 
as part of the settlement. 

March 12 — Aaron O’Hare, 29, entered 
guilty pleas to cruelty to an animal and do-
mestic violence and will be sentenced to 
three years, the maximum punishment al-
lowed by law.

On Aug. 7, 2018, the SPCA’s humane in-
vestigations division received an anonymous 
tip that a white Pomeranian dog was being 
abused by the owner’s boyfriend. The SPCA 
investigator tracked down information that 
the dog was seen at the Monterey Peninsula 
Veterinary Emergency and Specialty Center 
on July 30, 2018, and diagnosed with signif-
icant bruises and swelling to the left leg, and 
abdomen with hemorrhaging in the left eye. 
At that time, O’Hare stated he fell on the dog 
when he got tangled up in the leash during a 
walk. The dog was treated and released with 
recommendation that the owner return with 
the dog for an MRI to determine the source 
of the bleeding. 

The records further indicated that on Aug. 
6, 2018, the dog was again taken to the emer-
gency veterinarian and was unable to walk 
and had swelling of the nose and shoulders. 
At this time, O’Hare admitted he smacked 
the dog on the nose when it urinated on the 
floor.

SPCA Investigators located the residence 
and the owner on Aug. 11, 2018, but the dog 
had died earlier that morning. A post-mor-
tem necropsy was performed which revealed 
six broken ribs in varying stages of healing, 
two dislocated hips, bleeding in the brain, a 
hemorrhaged liver and the dog’s spine was 
dislocated from the skull. Said findings were 
a result of multiple episodes of blunt force 
trauma as well as possible shaking over a 
course of two weeks. The cause of death was 
determined to be shock secondary to trau-
matic injury resulting in bleeding around the 
brain and in the abdomen.

After receiving the necropsy results, the 
owner of the dog terminated her relationship 
with O’Hare. The SPCA requested an arrest 
warrant but not before the defendant returned 
to his mother’s home in Texas. O’Hare was 
extradited on July 15, 2019, and arraigned 
on a felony charge of cruelty to an animal. 
Once the owner of the dog was informed that 
O’Hare was in-custody, she reported being 
abused as well by O’Hare and domestic vio-
lence charges were added. 

A dog with its own remote control

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29

Carmel area: Report of a window being 
smashed on Highway 1.

Pebble Beach: Vandalism was reported 
on Sonado Road.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Items reported tak-
en from a residential construction site in the 
area of Lopez and Fourth.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Subject at Junipero 
and Fifth reported food was taken from in 
front of a restaurant.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Subject at Carpen-
ter and Second was placed on a mental health 
hold for evaluation by mental health staff.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Citizen reported a 
lost dog remote device at Carmel Beach.

Pacific Grove: A 22-year-old male was 
arrested after a domestic violence incident on 
Forest Avenue.

Pacific Grove: Trespass admonishment 
on Forest.

Pacific Grove: Battery reported on Forest 
Avenue.

Big Sur: Subject on Highway 1 was 
placed on hold for psychiatric evaluation. 
Subject’s husband was arrested for obstruct-
ing a peace officer in the discharge of his 
duties. The initial subject then battered two 
peace officers after headbutting one and bit-
ing the other. The 41-year-old female and 
42-year-old male were arrested.

Carmel area: Child Protective Services 

referral on Torres Street.
Carmel Valley: Deputies responded to a 

verbal dispute on El Caminito. This report is 
for informational purposes only.

Pebble Beach: Victim on S.F.B. Morse 
Drive reported a physical altercation with his 
ex-girlfriend. Case continues with the district 
attorney’s office. Suspect is a 25-year-old fe-
male.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Report of lost or 
stolen front license California license plate 
on Forest south of Ocean.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: A citizen on Monte 
Verde north of Eighth lost a hearing aide.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Dog vs. dog attack 
at Scenic and 13th.

Pacific Grove: Vehicle burglary on Juni-
pero at 0047 hours.

Pacific Grove: Male was issued a trespass 
admonishment for a local business on Light-
house Avenue.

Pacific Grove: Vehicle burglary on 
Seaview.

Pacific Grove: Tampering with a vehicle 
on Ninth Street.

Pacific Grove: A male reported that a 
caregiver misused funds for an elderly fe-
male.

Pacific Grove: Two reports of vehicle 
tampering on Ninth Street.

Pacific Grove: Two adults on Ocean View 
Boulevard were cited for violating the shel-
ter-in-place order at 1240 hours.

HERE’S A look at some of the signifi-
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Police Department and the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Office last week. This week’s log 
was compiled by Mary Schley.Clark’s Carmel Stone

(831) 385-4000
100 Airport Drive,

King City
Delivery Available

clarkscarmelstone.com               clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      DRE: 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

GRAND PIANO
(WANTED)

Requirements: Black or Brown, 6’2” or more
Helpful information:

make, approx age, photo, price
Contact info: westhompsonlaw@yahoo.com

aiX / French Products

BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL TABLECLOTHS 

SHOWROOM OPEN FOR CURBSIDE 
SHOPPING  FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11-4 

605a California Ave. SAND CITY        831-392-7787

Since 1953

M A R K E T  &  D E L I

Our Expert Butchers Are Serving Up 
Prime & USDA Choice Cuts.

Visit our Prime Rib Carving Station Thur, Fri, & Sat 4:30 on
Local Seafood & Poultry • Farm Fresh Produce

Gourmet Service Deli • Baked Goods • Wine & Cold Beer

6th & Junipero Street, Carmel 
next to Surf n Sand, Ample Free Parking

831-624-3821
Open 365 Days - Local Home Delivery

Best Butcher
Best Deli

Best Neighborhood Market
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887 Vía Mirada
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 4,399 Sq. Ft | $2,395,000
887viamirada.com

In the Heart of Monterey’s Prestigious 
Alta Mesa Neighborhood

Stacey Schrader, JD

Realtor®

831.917.6081
DRE 01929589 
staceyschraderproperties.com
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speed limit changes relied on engineering 
studies and traffic surveys, and supervisor 
Mary Adams, who backed the new speed 
limits but asked if more could be done in 
the future to improve bicycle safety along 
the road. “Thanks for listening to the com-
munity and responding in such a terrific 
way,” the supervisor told Alinio before 
making a motion to approve the changes.

At the hearing, nobody spoke out against 
changing the speed limits, although the re-
cent vandalism of a flashing solar-powered 
speed warning sign in the village could be 
taken as a sign of opposition.

Supes agree to lower speed limits 
along parts of Carmel Valley Road

By CHRIS COUNTS

RESPONDING TO concerns from 
some residents about unsafe driving along 
Carmel Valley Road, the Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors voted unanimously 
Tuesday to lower the speed limit along sev-
eral sections.

But they also increased them elsewhere. 
The changes will be in effect for a year.

According to longtime Carmel Valley 
resident Eric Sand, who is on the Carmel 
Valley Road Advisory Committee, which 
endorsed the new speed limits, the changes 
will make the road safer.

“I think this will really help,” Sand told 
The Pine Cone.

He said one of the most important 
changes is to limit all travel between Coun-
try Club Drive and Esquiline Road to 25 
mph. “There’s a school crossing at Ford 
Road,” he explained. “Lowering the speed 
limit there is a very good thing.”

When Sand first began driving on Car-
mel Valley Road in 1966, there were only 
two speed limits.

“The entire speed limit was 55 mph, ex-
cept in the village, where it was 25 mph,” 
he recalled.

Get used to it
With the changes, the speed limit will be 

45 mph from Highway 1 to Carmel Rancho 
Boulevard, 55 mph from Carmel Rancho 
Boulevard to Via Petra Road (where the 
four-lane road ends), 50 mph from Via Pe-
tra Road to Laureles Grade, 35 mph from 
Laureles Grade to Country Club Drive, 25 
mph from Country Club Drive to Esquiline 
Road, 35 mph from Esquiline Road to Val-
le Vista Drive, and 55 mph from Valle Vista 
Drive to Arroyo Seco Road.

Also speaking out in favor of the motion 
to approve the speed limit changes were 
county official Chad Alinio, who said the 

P.G. pharmacy
burglarized

By KELLY NIX

LESS THAN four months after rob-
bers demanded cash from a Pacific Grove 
pharmacy, burglars smashed a door in to 
get into the same business, according to the 
Pacific Grove Police Department. 

On April 25 at about 3 a.m., the thieves 
forced their way into Central Avenue Phar-
macy at 133 15th St. 

“It appears one of the glass doors was 
smashed and the store was rummaged 
through,” police department spokeswoman 
Shayla Hoffman told The Pine Cone. “This 
case is still under investigation, and this is 
all the information we have at this time.”

Police would not say what the burglars 
took.

Criminals have targeted the business 
before. On Jan. 14, men wearing masks 
and hoods stormed the pharmacy at about 
5 p.m. and yelled at those inside. They 
made off with a small amount of cash but 
no drugs, police said. 
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PRESIDENTS CLUB ELITE

DEBBY BECK

D E B B Y B E C K P R O P E R T I E S . C O M

106 7TH STREET, PACIFIC GROVE 2916 RANSFORD AVENUE, PACIFIC GROVE 

JUST SOLD

NICOLLETTE EASON TROTTIER
DRE 02074629 | 831.595.0009

KIM SMITH 
DRE 02066615 | 831.917.1433 

THANK YOU
TO ALL OUR FIRST RESPONDERS 

AND HEALTHCARE WORKERS
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES

831.915.9710
BROKER ASSOCIATE | CRS®, GRI® — DRE 01747647

211 Grand Ave, Pacific Grove | debbybeckrealtor@gmail.com

Q1 Sales: 
875 SINEX AVENUE, PACIFIC GROVE
1239 SURF AVENUE, PACIFIC GROVE
1256 SURF AVENUE, PACIFIC GROVE

14 CIELO VISTA TERRACE, MONTEREY 
855 BAYVIEW AVENUE, PACIFIC GROVE 

114 HACIENDA CARMEL, CARMEL
1108 MONTECITO AVENUE, PACIFIC

4 BED | 2 BATH | 2,356 SQ FT  | $2,149,000 3 BED | 2.5 BATH | 2,062 SQ FT  | $879,000

REPRESENTED BUYER  | 1249 LUZERN STREET, SEASIDE 

Newman arrived in Guinea on July 4, 2018, and imme-
diately began learning French, which is the country’s offi-
cial language, along with teaching skills and knowledge of 
local culture and customs.

He moved into a small house, which he had all to him-
self, with a cooking shack that had a gas stove and a latrine 
— basically a sheltered hole in the ground — out back. He 
said he felt lucky. “Some of my friends ended up in mud 
huts,” which they shared with whole families.

Living like a local
A $200 monthly stipend (which he said was close to 

what native teachers made) provided Newman enough 
money to travel and buy food, although he said his neigh-
bors were great cooks and he was a frequent guest at their 
table.

Nevertheless, a steady diet of rice, eggs and onions 
led to wishful thoughts of home. “I spent an astonishing 
amount of time longing for American food,” he said, al-

Peace Corps volunteer evacuated from West Africa because of virus
By ELAINE HESSER

NICK NEWMAN of Pacific Grove was on a great ad-
venture. After graduating from York School in 2014 and 
finishing his degree in electric engineering at Dartmouth 
College in New Hampshire in 2018, he wasn’t ready for 
graduate school. Instead, he said the Peace Corps offered 
“a unique opportunity to spend some time abroad and 
learn a new language.”

He was just six months from finishing his 27-month 
assignment in Guinea (on the west coast of Africa) when 
the Peace Corps decided to evacuate all 7,000 or so of its 
volunteers around the world in the face of Covid-19.

As Newman pointed out, many of those places do not 
have the quality of medical care that people here take for 
granted. The evacuation was intended not only to prevent 
the spread of the disease to the volunteers, but to keep any-
one from needing medical evacuation during a potential 
worldwide travel shutdown.

though by that he meant sushi at Crystal Fish in Monterey.
Newman taught ninth-grade physics and 11th- and 

12th-grade math classes in a public school in the village 
of Ditinn. Some of his fellow volunteers in more popu-
lated areas reported exceptionally large class sizes — a 
friend who taught English had three sections of 200 stu-
dents each. Newman said his never exceeded 40 students, 
and that in high schools, classes were smaller because “the 
men drop out to go to work driving taxis or in ag, and the 
women get married and have children.”

Since Guinea was home to some of the worst of the 
Ebola epidemic, the people were already familiar with 
ways to prevent the spread of infection. When word of the 
coronavirus arrived there, Newman led some classes in 
keeping clean and disinfecting things, but he said it was 
nothing new for the people in his village.

An email from the Peace Corps arrived, instructing 

See AFRICA page 20A
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Hours subject to change, please contact individual business for more infoHours subject to change, please contact individual business for more info

ACE HARDWAREACE HARDWARE
Daily, 8Daily, 8AMAM-6-6PMPM, (831) 293-8050, (831) 293-8050

ANIMAL HOSPITAL AT THE  ANIMAL HOSPITAL AT THE  
CROSSROADSCROSSROADS
Mon-Fri 8Mon-Fri 8AMAM-6-6PMPM, Sat 8, Sat 8AMAM-4-4PMPM, , 
Sun 10Sun 10AMAM-4-4PMPM, (831) 624-0131, (831) 624-0131

THE ANNEX BY INDUSTRY OUTLAWTHE ANNEX BY INDUSTRY OUTLAW
Curbside Thurs-Sat 1Curbside Thurs-Sat 1PMPM-5-5PMPM,  ,  
Deliveries & Special Orders Daily, Deliveries & Special Orders Daily, 
(831) 250-7471(831) 250-7471

THE BIG SQUEEZYTHE BIG SQUEEZY
Take Out Daily, 9Take Out Daily, 9AMAM-5-5PM,PM,  
(831) 574-3320(831) 574-3320

CARMEL MEDICAL SUPPLIESCARMEL MEDICAL SUPPLIES
Mon-Fri 10Mon-Fri 10AMAM-6-6PMPM, Sat 12, Sat 12PMPM-4-4PM,PM, 
(831) 574-3339(831) 574-3339

CARMEL VALLEY COFFEE ROASTING CO.CARMEL VALLEY COFFEE ROASTING CO.
Daily 8Daily 8AMAM-4-4PMPM (831) 626-8784 (831) 626-8784

CHINA DELIGHTCHINA DELIGHT
Take Out Daily, 11Take Out Daily, 11AMAM-8-8PM,PM,  
(831) 625-3367(831) 625-3367

CONSIGNMENT BY THE SEACONSIGNMENT BY THE SEA
Curbside Carry-Out, Tues & Curbside Carry-Out, Tues & 
Thurs 11Thurs 11AMAM-3-3PMPM, (510) 410-4419, (510) 410-4419

THE CROSSROADS BBQ, THE CROSSROADS BBQ, 
Take Out & Delivery Daily,  Take Out & Delivery Daily,  
1111AMAM-9-9PMPM, (831) 250-7616, (831) 250-7616

CROSSROADS CLEANERSCROSSROADS CLEANERS
Mon-Fri 8Mon-Fri 8AMAM-6-6PMPM, Sat 9, Sat 9AMAM-3-3PM,PM, 
(831) 624-5121(831) 624-5121

CVS PHARMACYCVS PHARMACY
Daily, 8Daily, 8AMAM-10-10PMPM, (831) 624-0195, (831) 624-0195

DEBRA C,DEBRA C,
Curbside, (831) 624-9400Curbside, (831) 624-9400

EUROPEAN JEWELERSEUROPEAN JEWELERS
Curbside, Tues-Sat, 11Curbside, Tues-Sat, 11AMAM-4-4PM,PM, 
(831) 624-3555(831) 624-3555

THE HEARTH SHOP & HOMETHE HEARTH SHOP & HOME
Curbside by appointment,  Curbside by appointment,  
(831) 601-6096(831) 601-6096

HESSELBEIN’S JEWELERSHESSELBEIN’S JEWELERS
Curbside by appointment,  Curbside by appointment,  
(831) 625-2522(831) 625-2522

ISLAND TACOISLAND TACO
Take Out Daily, 11Take Out Daily, 11AM-AM-7PMPM  
(831) 624-8454(831) 624-8454

LULA’S CHOCOLATESLULA’S CHOCOLATES
Curbside, (831) 626-3327Curbside, (831) 626-3327

MONTAGE HEALTH LABMONTAGE HEALTH LAB
Mon-Fri, 6Mon-Fri, 6AMAM-12:30-12:30PMPM, Senior , Senior 
Hour 6Hour 6AMAM-7-7AMAM, (831) 625-4811, (831) 625-4811

MONTAGE MEDICAL GROUPMONTAGE MEDICAL GROUP
Mon-Fri, 8Mon-Fri, 8AMAM-5-5PMPM, (831) 718-9701, (831) 718-9701

PET FOOD EXPRESSPET FOOD EXPRESS
Daily, 9Daily, 9AMAM-6-6PM,  PM,  
(831) 622-9999(831) 622-9999

RG BURGERSRG BURGERS
Take Out Daily, 11Take Out Daily, 11AMAM-8-8PMPM,  ,  
(831) 626-8054(831) 626-8054

RIVER HOUSE BOOKSRIVER HOUSE BOOKS
Curbside, (831) 626-2665Curbside, (831) 626-2665

RPM PHYSICAL THERAPYRPM PHYSICAL THERAPY
By appointment only,  By appointment only,  
(831) 574-8386(831) 574-8386

SAFEWAYSAFEWAY
Daily, 6Daily, 6AMAM-10-10PMPM, (831) 625-8820, (831) 625-8820

SEA HARVEST FISH MARKETSEA HARVEST FISH MARKET
Take Out Daily, 8Take Out Daily, 8AMAM-8-8PM,PM,  
(831) 626-3626(831) 626-3626

SHESHE
Curbside Daily, 10Curbside Daily, 10AMAM-2-2PM,PM,  
(831) 915-7626(831) 915-7626

SPENCER’S STATIONERYSPENCER’S STATIONERY
Mon-Sat, 11Mon-Sat, 11AMAM-4-4PMPM, 
(831) 624-2001(831) 624-2001

STEPHAN CORISTEPHAN CORI
Curbside, (831) 917-7999Curbside, (831) 917-7999

SWEET REBA’SSWEET REBA’S
Take Out Daily 11Take Out Daily 11AMAM-4-4PM,PM,  
(831) 601-4818(831) 601-4818

TASTE MORGANTASTE MORGAN
Curbside, Fri & Sat, Curbside, Fri & Sat, 12PM12PM-3PM,3PM, 
(831) 236-9294 (831) 236-9294 

THE TREADMILLTHE TREADMILL
Curbside or home delivery, Curbside or home delivery, 
(831) 624-4112(831) 624-4112

TOPS N TRAVELTOPS N TRAVEL
Curbside, (707) 758-9120Curbside, (707) 758-9120

THE UPS STORETHE UPS STORE
Mon-Fri Mon-Fri 9AM9AM-5PM5PM,  ,  
Sat 10Sat 10AMAM-4-4PMPM, (831) 625-2800, (831) 625-2800

ZEARLY & METRONOMEZEARLY & METRONOME
Curbside, Mon-Fri, 10Curbside, Mon-Fri, 10AMAM-4-4PM,PM, 
(831) 250-7933 (831) 250-7933 

F O R  YO U R  SA F E T Y  
We are taking extra precautions to 
keep our center safe and clean!

A PLACE WHERE everyone IS ESSENTIAL 
More of Our Amazing Local Businesses Are Now Offering Curbside Retail for you
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very still for an entire evening while he was being given 
high-flow oxygen therapy. If the effort failed, a tracheoto-
my might have been the only option. But using a trick he 
discovered in the military, Weis was able to keep still and 
awake all night long by focusing on an appropriate song, 
Lionel Richie’s “All Night Long.”

Water never tasted better
After a month in CHOMP, Weis might have been ex-

cused for craving any number of tasty treats not available 
at the hospital. But it was an ice cold glass of water that the 
drummer missed most.

“While I was in the hospital, I couldn’t drink water 
for over two weeks, because everything I drank had to be 
thick,” he explained. “When they let me have water again, 
I had 10 glasses that day.”

Home after virus fight, Weis looks forward to playing Spanish Bay again
By CHRIS COUNTS

TWO WEEKS after his release from CHOMP — and 
six weeks after he was rushed to the hospital’s emergency 
room with a serious case of Covid-19 — Pebble Beach 
drummer Andy Weis shared details of his medical ordeal 
with The Pine Cone.

“I’m doing good, but I’m facing a whole lot of rehabil-
itation,” said Weis, who was playing jazz Thursdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays at Spanish Bay before the coronavirus 
shutdown began. “I’m weaning myself off oxygen, and 
I’m on the lowest setting right now. One of my shoulders is 
messed up from lying on my side for 10 days while I was 
on a ventilator. I had to learn to stand, but my walking is 
coming along good.”

Weis has also started playing drums again. His friend 
and fellow drummer, Dr. David Morwood, visits regularly, 
and has been working with him on drumming exercises.

“My hands are coming back,” he said. “When I first 
tried to play something, I sounded like a beginner.”

Understandably, Weis is looking forward to perform-
ing.

“I can’t wait to get back to Spanish Bay when it’s safe 
again,” he continued. “I sure do miss that.”

Suddenly ill
Weis has come along way since April 2, when he sud-

denly fell ill with the virus. To this day, he has no idea 
where he caught it — he was sheltering in place and fol-
lowing safety guidelines when he started feeling sick.

“All I knew was that I had to get to the emergency 
room,” he recalled. “I didn’t know why. I had to crawl up 
the stairs.”

During the month he spent at CHOMP, Weis said he 
drifted in and out of consciousness. In a curious twist, he 
seemed to be less worried about what was happening to 
him than those around him.

“I didn’t realize how bad it was,” he said. “Later, I 
asked the doctors and nurses tending to me, and they all 
thought I wasn’t going to make it. They were calling me, 
‘The Miracle Boy.’”

At one point during his hospital stay, Weis had to lie 

Weis conceded he’s not particularly religious, but he 
now counts himself as a believer in the power of prayer. 
“Countless people told me they were praying for me,” he 
said.

Now that he has his future back, Weis is feeling very 
appreciative for all the help and support he received during 
his battle against the virus. In particular, he thanked his 
daughter, Audrey Weis, for keeping in touch with his many 
friends and fans while he was in the hospital, and han-
dling media requests. The drummer received more than 
2,500 messages from well-wishers, and the thought of that 
brings him “joyful tears.”

“I’m grateful beyond words for all the friends I have, 
and for everyone being concerned,” he added. “When 
something like this happens, you can’t help but be more 
appreciative for what you take for granted.”

Estate Planning  |  Probate  |  Conservatorships  |  Business Law  |  Human Resources  |  Contracts  |  Leases  |  Commercial Litigation

490 Calle Principal, Monterey  |  831.375.3151  |  hudsonmartin.com

Serving our community of 
local businesses and families since 1908  

ADVERTISEMENT

Hudson Martin PC

Carmel Reads The Pine Cone
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26245 Carmel Rancho Blvd. • Carmel, CA 93923
831-620-1800 • watermarkcommunities.com

RCFE LICENSE #275202707

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU
We’re thinking of you and your loved ones as we navigate 
these unpredictable times together. Rest assured, our 
commitment to helping you thrive remains unwavering, 
and no question is too big or too small.

You can always reach us, and we look forward to providing 
guidance and support via phone, text, email, and virtual 
chats – whatever platform works best for you. We’re 
here to help, ready and equipped with a list of several 
additional resources for seniors. Whether you or a family 
member are in urgent need or just need to talk, we’re 
here for you.

If it matters to you – it matters to us. We’re a people 
company, and YOU are our people.

Please do not hesitate to reach out anytime. 
Call 831-620-1800 today.

ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

TIP OF THE WEEK!
The 2020 Census is happening now. 

You can now respond by phone, 
online, or by mail.

Have you received a call from someone telling 
you that you have to pay to be counted? Don’t 
believe them! Call (844) 330-2020, log on to 

respond by US Postal Mail to be counted at no 

counted has been extended until the fall, but 
do it today! 

Call us if you need help. 
831-899-0492

Legal Services for Seniors
Kellie D. Morgantini, Executive Director/Attorney

Legal Services for Seniors is a 501(c)(3) organization

at $24.2 million a year ago, actual income is expected to 
be closer to $20.4 million by the time the fiscal year ends 
June 30 — and next year, revenues are forecast to come 
in at $18,483,794, according to budgets and contracts di-
rector Sharon Friedrichsen, a decrease of more than $5.7 
million.

“It’s a real rough budget to talk about,” Rerig said. “We 
have no idea how long this horrific virus will be with us. 
We have no idea how long this economic horror will be 
with us.”

‘Ultra-conservative approach’
Because of the unknowns, Rerig said he would not 

recommend using any of the city’s reserves to shore up 
next year’s budget and avoid layoffs. “If we knew that we 
would come out of this economically in October or Au-
gust or even Jan. 1, 2021, my recommendation might be 
different.”

To save around $2 million, Rerig recommended freez-
ing 10 vacant positions and firing as many as 17 employ-

Council gets glimpse of ‘heartbreaking’ budget
By MARY SCHLEY

LAYOFFS AND major cuts in spending on supplies 
and services are required to balance the 2020-2021 budget 
amidst a steep economic decline, the city council learned 
Tuesday night. Last week, council members voted to gut 
their capital improvement budget in order to shave a few 
million dollars off spending this year and next, but they 
received more detail May 12 regarding the other cutbacks 
they’ll have to implement.

To illustrate just how terrible the situation is, thanks 
to the coronavirus-induced shutdown imposed two months 
ago that brought almost all commerce to a standstill, city 
administrator Chip Rerig noted that, in January, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom was predicting a $20 billion surplus in the 
state budget, but now, four months later, is anticipating a 
$54 billion deficit.

Carmel’s numbers aren’t quite as large, but the financial 
decline in a city that heavily relies on tourist dollars is just 
as precipitous. While 2019-2020 revenues were budgeted 

ees. “That breaks my heart, because I know those people 
— those are the people who have been dedicated to me and 
this enterprise and this village, in some cases for a very 
long period of time,” he said.

The cuts will mean a 30 percent reduction in staff, and 
therefore a decline in service, because the people who re-
main can only handle so much. “I fear that our way of do-
ing business and our responsiveness are going to have to 
change,” he said.

Friedrichsen said that without any concrete idea of 
when restrictions will be lifted and visitors will return, the 
proposed 2020-2021 budget “takes an ultra-conservative 
approach” in estimating revenues. Property values haven’t 
declined, so the budget anticipates a 3 percent increase in 
property taxes over this year, to $6.8 million. But sales tax-
es are estimated to come in around $4.9 million — includ-
ing $3,050,000 from the local sales tax voters approved 
two weeks before the county shut down.

And while hotel taxes, typically the city’s biggest sin-
gle revenue source, were estimated at $6.8 million for the 
2019-2020 budget and are now expected to total $4.5 mil-
lion, Friedrichsen predicted they will account for just $2.5 
million in 2020-2021, a 64 percent overall decrease.

“The city received approximately $3 million in hotel 
tax revenue last year from July to October, and thus a 
forecast that assumes little to no revenue during this time-
frame, assumes no Car Week, and incremental revenue for 
November to June, is bleak,” she said.

Cuts made
Department heads were asked to cut at least 20 percent 

from their anticipated spending on services and supplies. 
The resulting $1 million in savings came in reduced fund-
ing for Sunset Center and marketing efforts, training and 
recruitment, printing, membership dues, tree work, legal 
fees, sidewalk cleaning, street painting and beach patrols, 
among other areas. Reducing the frequency of cleaning 
public restrooms, or closing them altogether, is also not 
out of the question.

Some departments could not make cuts. Retirement, 
insurance, utilities and other fees are expected to grow, as 
are the costs of fire and ambulance services. Spending on 
services and supplies is expected to total $7.2 million.

Salaries and benefits account for the biggest chunk of 
expenses and were originally forecast to come in just un-
der $11.6 million in 2020-2021. Friedrichsen said the pro-
posed hiring freezes and layoffs will reduce the number to 
$9.5 million.

Even after all that, she said, assuming the estimates are 
accurate, the year will finish just over $1 million in the red, 
and that money will have to come from the city’s general 
fund cash balance, more cuts, or both. (Nearly $1.4 million 
in money from the fund balance — which is savings from 
prior years — will be used to shore up the current year’s 
budget, too.)

Rerig said he will encourage cross-training and other 
efforts to have employees do work in house that would 
otherwise be handled by an outside contractor. And, he 
said, longer-term efforts to increase revenues and cut costs 
will include “chewing up our fire contract with the City 
of Monterey” and seeking proposals from agencies that 

See BUDGET page 20A
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May 2020

Dr. Hudgens and Cindy,

On behalf of your grateful patients we thank you and Cindy 

for your care, professionalism, compassion and service to 

our community for many, many years.  Thank you seems 

so inadequate since you both have done so much for our 

health and well-being for such a long period of time.

We are reminded of the following quote…..

“Life is not a path of coincidence, happenstance, and luck, but 

rather an unexplainable, meticulous charted course for one to 

touch the lives of others and make a difference in the world.”

You’ve both made a difference in our lives, in our community 

and our world.

With gratitude,
Your Loyal Patients

Thank You!
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Single level living, built in 2018, next to greenbelt on an oversized fully landscaped lot.

3 Beds, 2.5 Baths  ■  2,757 Sq. Ft.  ■  $1,250,000  ■  3017BluffsDr.com

Connie Snowdon
Broker Associate  |  JD - MBA   

831.920.7023  

connie@carmelrealtycompany.com   
DRE#00542946

Serenity in Sea Haven

831.595.4999  ■  www.MaryBellProperties.com 
DRE#00649274

Mary Bell
Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs

I know the market.

I listen to YOU.

I negotiate for YOU.

My results prove it.

Glenn E. Hudgens, M.D.
General Practice

26415 Carmel Rancho Boulevard
Carmel, California 93923

(831) 624-1597

April 10, 2020

Glenn E. Hudgens, M.D.

INTRODUCING: 

Fastrack Music 
Immersion Programs

A unique, creative and easy piano/vocal method.
Learn to create music & accompany yourself singing. 

Make the most while in quarantine.

You 
and your
 inherited 

piano have 
something in 

common: 

RETIRED. 
ISOLATED. 

BORED.

First 
Lesson 
FREE

CREATIVITY IS KEY!

Johnson’s Creative Services
831-383-6053  • JennaroseJohnson.com 

CALL TO GET STARTED!

help set the stage for eventually reopening 
Nepenthe’s dining room and outside deck 
to diners. “We’re using it as a lab to ensure 
that our staff has all the proper safety train-
ing, and we can ensure a safe environment 
for our guests,” he explained. “We’re learn-
ing as we go. The whole point is to be pre-
pared for the possibility of in-room dining 
— we’re confident it can be done safely.”

Making do
When the restaurant does reopen, it will 

likely be with fewer customers. “One of the 
great mysteries is what will the guidelines 
be,” Gafill said. “It’s pretty hard to imagine 
how a restaurant could operate with a sig-
nificant reduction in volume, but we’re for-
tunate because we have significant indoor 
and outdoor space.”

In mid-March, Nepenthe furloughed 
about 80 percent of its staff. A month later, 
it received a loan from the Small Business 
Administration. “In mid-April we started 
paying all our employees again,” he ex-
plained.

Gafill is also planning for possibility 
that some staff, at least at first, won’t feel 
safe working. “For some employees, it 
might be premature,” he added. “We rec-
ognize that some staff may not be able to 
come back at the earliest opportunity — 
even if they want to.”

Nepenthe opens for takeout
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR THE first time in two months, 
Nepenthe Restaurant in Big Sur is serving 
its famous Ambrosia Burgers, but because 
of social distancing, you can’t eat on the 
restaurant’s deck, which offers sweeping 
views of the coastline to the south.

Nepenthe general manager Kirk Gafill 
told The Pine Cone the landmark restau-
rant reopened Monday and served about 20 
people. “Our first two guests were locals,” 
she reported. “Of the rest, probably about 
half were from the Monterey Peninsula and 
elsewhere. Most were very respectful of 
the face-covering requirement, and main-
tained safe distancing.”

For now, the restaurant is open dai-
ly from noon to 5 p.m. Besides “Amby” 
Burgers, the menu includes a vegetarian 
burger, a chicken wrap, a turkey sandwich, 
a BLT, a cheese plate, chili con carne, fries, 
chocolate fudge cake, and an assortment of 
non-alcoholic beverages.

While you can have the burger, you’ll 
have to wait for the view, because in-house 
dining is still off-limits. Gafill said every-
thing on the takeout menu was chosen for 
its ability to travel well. “The intent is to 
take your food off the premises,” he ex-
plained.

Gafill said the takeout business will See HACIENDA page 27A

private boat. “We’re going as soon as it’s 
safe,” he said.

Linda Mullally, 63 and her husband, Da-
vid, 72, miss their adventures. They’re in 
their ninth year at Hacienda Carmel. Be-
fore that, they lived in Carmel Valley. The 
couple write hiking guides published by 
Falcon Press, as well as travel articles.

Stuck at home
“It usually takes a year to put a book 

together. David does all the photography. 
We wrote the first guidebook when Pin-
nacles became a national park,” Mullally 
said. They’ve covered coastal trails all up 
and down the state, but now they’re stuck 
at home.

“I get antsy all the time. I’m used to 
hiking every day, and we have a Siberian 
husky that gets restless, too,” Mullally said. 
“We’re very fortunate we’re fit and healthy. 
When we go to the farmers market, we buy 
three times what we need and share with 
the neighbors,” she said.

As far as reopening, Mullally is hope-
ful. She said she thinks of the past two 
months as a “training period,” in which 
everyone has learned habits — like hand-
washing and social distancing — that will 

Zooming through life at Hacienda Carmel
By  ELAINE HESSER

AS THE shelter-in-place order drags 
on, some of the most vulnerable folks 
— senior citizens — continue to share their 
thoughts about how they’re dealing with 
the shutdown and the fear of getting sick. 
For residents of Hacienda Carmel, just off 
Carmel Valley Road near Congregation 
Beth Israel, not being able to get outdoors 
as much is one of the biggest challenges.

Art Sutton, who moved to the commu-
nity more than two years ago with his wife 
after living in Pebble Beach and Monterey, 
said his life was “not a whole lot different.”

“I’m used to more interaction personal-
ly, but now I’m doing it on the computer,” 
he said. “My whole life is on Zoom. If it’s 
not on Zoom, it’s not happening.” Sutton 
and his wife have family locally, as well 
as in England and Oregon. They keep in 
touch, sharing pictures every day.

At 75, Sutton said, “I’m too young to 
have gone through the Depression,” but 
he’s concerned about the stress on the 
economy from mass shutdowns.

“If the country doesn’t get back to work 
soon, the effects of this will be felt for 
generations,” he said, adding, “I hope I’m 
wrong.”

The light at the end of the Suttons’ tun-
nel is a sailing trip with friends, aboard a 
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LUXURY
GARAGE
CONDOS

JOSH JONES
BRE# 01352818

831-233-2196

RYAN CLARK
BRE# 02012077

605-228-6402
DENNIS CHAMBERS

BRE# 00475577

408-605-6760

units ready for

immediate occupancy!

LOOKING FOR 
PRIVATE RENTAL

Quiet, Responsible 60+ Researcher
from Sonoma County seeking 

Private bedroom, Private Bathroom
to rent for 6-8 months while on research 

assignment. I don’t interfere; 
spend most days at the libraries; 

do not use kitchen; no bad habits; 
I enjoy good health. 

415-654-9061

We customize your message, deliver, 
install & remove your yard greeting.

Call, text or email us now 
to reserve your date!

yardpartyco.com  |  831.298.0058

Carmel’s newest 
business is here to 
help you spread joy 

& celebrate your 
special Grad!  
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Weathers Gannaway Group
theweathersgroup@compass.com 
831.297.2388
DRE 01295292 

weathersrealestate.us

Are you sheltering in place and 
want view? At Compass, in times 
like these we come together. 
We  created a suite of tools and resources 
to sell your house virtually, as well as secure 
your new home, all from your armchair. 
Contact us for more information!

er species at risk are the California red-legged frog and 
western pond turtle, she said.

“For all of these reasons, the state water board urges 
the coastal commission to consider whether it actually re-
quires additional information or investigation” of the desal 
plant and urges the agency to “promptly complete any ad-
ditional work so it can issue a final decision on Cal Am’s 
application and appeal no later” than the August meeting.

‘Protecting public health’
In response to Sobeck’s letter, coastal commission 

spokeswoman Noaki Schwartz told The Pine Cone 
Wednesday that the commission is planning on weighing 
the desal proposal at its August meeting.

“We are holding our first virtual meeting today and 
tomorrow, and are expecting to continue to have virtual 
meetings through August in the interest of protecting pub-
lic health,” she said.

This week, the City of Marina filed suit against Cal Am 

State agencies at loggerheads over desal plant 
By KELLY NIX

THE STATE Water Resources Control Board — the 
agency requiring Cal Am to stop pumping most of its wa-
ter from the Carmel River by the end of 2021 — is ques-
tioning the California Coastal Commission’s claim that it 
needs to do further studies on Cal Am’s desalination plant 
proposal, and warns of “dire consequences” to Carmel 
River habitat if a sustainable water project for the Monte-
rey Peninsula isn’t built soon.

Though the coastal commission was set to make a de-
cision on Cal Am’s desal plant in March, after an initial 
November 2019 hearing, the decision was postponed to al-
low the commission to “complete an extended review and 
investigation of various issues,” including the desal plant’s 
impacts on groundwater and projected Monterey Peninsu-
la supply and demand, the water board noted.

But in a May 8 letter by water board executive di-
rector Eileen Sobeck to coastal commission chief John 
Ainsworth, Sobeck questioned the need for additional 
studies on the project and said the issues have long been 
settled.

“The coastal commission states that the delay is due 
to a need to resolve these remaining technical questions,” 
Sobeck said. “But these issues have already been resolved 
by the Public Utilities Commission, after extensive envi-
ronmental review and consideration of evidence and testi-
mony over a multi-year adjudicative proceeding.”

Further delays, including more studies, “will almost 
certainly prevent Cal Am from meeting the 2020 and 2021 
milestones for construction and completion” of its desal 
plant under the state order, Sobeck said. She was referring 
to her agency’s order requiring Cal Am to cease most of its 
pumping from the Carmel River by Dec. 31, 2021, or face 
fines and mandatory water supply cutbacks. 

Sobeck also warned of “dire consequences for the 
steelhead and other public trust resources if a reliable and 
sustainable water supply allowing Cal Am to terminate its 
unlawful diversions is not promptly developed.” Other riv-

and the companies doing business as Cemex, the cement 
company which owns sand dune property in Marina where 
the desal plant wells and other components of the water 
project would be located. 

Marina contends Cal Am “intentionally and wrongful-
ly induced” Cemex to grant an easement of the property 
in violation of an agreement that restricts extraction of 
groundwater at the property “to no more than 500 acre-
feet per year,” and bans exporting the water from the Sali-
nas Valley groundwater basin.

“This project would extract a total of over 17,300” acre-
feet of groundwater per year “from slant wells located on 
the Cemex property, transport this groundwater to a desali-
nation plant, and then export almost all of this groundwa-
ter to users who do not overlie the basin,” Marina’s com-
plaint said. 

In response, Cal Am spokeswoman Catherine Stedman 
pointed to about 10 lawsuits targeting the project that have 
been dismissed or lost. She noted that the desal plant’s 
environmental review studied groundwater in great depth 
and found no significant impact, a point upheld by the Cal-
ifornia Supreme Court.
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490 Calle Principal
Monterey, California 93940

831.264.7802 

125 South Market Street, Suite 1200
San Jose, California 95113

408.288.8100 

 Financial Elder Abuse | Fraud | Business disputes
Real Estate disputes | Partnership & LLC dissolutions

Rebecca Wolf Arnold
831.241.2600
www.SellingCoastalCalifornia.com
DRE#01706104

Community helping Community

If you can, buy local, stay local, 
and support our wonderful communities.

Ben Zoller 

Trained to Produce Remarkable Results.

PRICE REDUCED

WHEN YOUR FAMILY IS 
CONFRONTED WITH THE 
LOSS OF A LOVED ONE… 
Turn to our family for 

the caring guidance. 

Nick Bermudez 
CA Funeral Director license #1639 

The only family-owned & locally 
owned Funeral Director on the 

Monterey Peninsula. 
Available 24/7 

(831)324-0404

tures for sale.
Now you can have one on your mandatory anti-Covid 

mask. Full-color monarch butterflies, the links at Pebble 
Beach and pictures of John Steinbeck — if Hathaway has 
a photo of it, you can wear it while running errands.

Hathaway said he’s been working with a company 

Putting your most historic face forward
By ELAINE HESSER

OVER THE years, photos from Pat Hathaway’s exten-
sive historical collection have found their ways into news-
papers (including The Pine Cone) and onto people’s walls. 
His California Views website offers more than 2,400 pic-

called Fine Art America for about seven years. It takes 
digital images from his collection and puts them on pret-
ty much anything you can imagine, including yoga mats, 
shower curtains and iPhone cases, to name a few.

About a month ago, Fine Art America let Hathaway 
know it was making the pictures available on face masks. 
Since then, he’s sold more than 20 at $13.50 apiece. “One 
person wanted a picture of his grandfather’s fishing boat, 
the New Roma,” said Hathaway, who was happy to oblige.

To browse the collection, visit caviews.com. 

Jazz Fest canceled
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR THE first time in its 62-year history, the Monte-
rey Jazz Festival has been postponed. One of the country’s 
most enduring music festivals, the festival won’t happen 
again until Sept. 24-26, 2021.

The decision to postpone the festival to next year was 
made due to existing federal, state and local restrictions 
on travel and large event gatherings — and the uncertainly 
surrounding when they will be lifted. 

Originally set for Sept. 25-27, the festival was set to 
feature a lineup including Herbie Hancock, Pat Metheny, 
George Benson, Buddy Guy and many others.

“I am extremely proud of the artistic programming that 
was planned for this year,” said festival director Tim Jack-
son. “It is my hope to present the majority of our 2020 
artists next year. Meanwhile, we will be working diligently 
to bring you exciting new programs and virtual content 
over the following months while we build for next year’s 
festival.”
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National Hospital Week —  
we’re here for you now and always

Sharing some scenes from Community Hospital,  
before and during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Robert Arthur Updike passed away peacefully of natural causes in Lakeport, 
California. 

Robert was born to Benjamin Arthur Updike and Florence Webster Goddard 
in Lusk, Wyoming on August 19th, 1933. The family relocated to Carmel, 
California in 1944.

Robert attended Carmel Mission School then attended Carmel High School. 
He was a very talented athlete. He excelled in basketball, football and baseball. 
Upon graduation, he attended 
the University of Notre Dame 
for a year then returned to the 
peninsula where he studied 
physical education at Monterey 
Peninsula College and once 
again impressed many with his 
football and baseball talent. 
Afterwards, Robert enlisted with 
the Marines. He was stationed 
at Camp Pendleton, where he 
served as radio operator and 
supply officer. Following his 
service, Robert returned to 
Carmel where he worked at his 
father’s meat market, Kips, on 
the corner of San Carlos and 
Ocean Avenue in downtown 
Carmel. He also worked with his 
brother-in-law, William Conlan at 
Conlan Electric. 

It was at that time that he became interested in firefighting. He spent countless 
hours at the fire station. Robert began training within the fire department 
and studied fire science at MPC. He joined the Carmel Fire Department as 
a volunteer in 1961 and in 1965 was hired as a paid fireman. He moved up 
the ranks rapidly. A year later he was appointed captain. In 1967 he became 
assistant chief and in 1970 he was named Chief. 

In addition to his 27 years of dedication to the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea and 
the Carmel Fire Department, he was also an active volunteer with the Carmel 
Youth Center, participating in numerous fund raising events. 

Robert was a very soft spoken and modest man, rarely mentioning his 
accomplishments. He led by example. 

Upon retirement, Robert and his wife, Ginny, whom he married in September of 
1971, moved to Kelseyville where they settled at their home on Clear Lake. He 
enjoyed gardening, fishing and their many cats. Robert was a devout Catholic 
with a very strong faith. He was an active member of St. Peters Church. He was 
a very kind and compassionate man, offering his assistance whereever the 
need. He will be dearly missed. 

Robert was predeceased by his parents Ben and Florence Updike; wife, 
Ginny Updike; mother-in-law, Wilma; sisters, Benita Updike and June Feeney; 
nephew, Ben Feeney and niece, Marguerite Feeney. He is survived by his 
companion and dearest friend, Shirley Crawford; and his nieces and nephews, 
Bill, Jim and Bob Conlan, Florence Plinck, Mike Feeney, Therese Yee, Colleen 
Feeney, Tim and Sean Feeney and Bobby Olivio. 

A small family burial was held on May 8th at Kelseyville Cemetery. Memorial 
Mass will be celebrated at a later date in Kelseyville and Carmel pending the 
shelter in place order.

Donations on behalf of Robert can be made to the The SPCA for Monterey 
County or Sponsoring Survivorship in Kelseyville, California. 

Arrangements by Chapel of the Lakes Mortuary 707-263-0357 or 994-5611 
or visit chapelofthelakes.com.

Robert Arthur Updike
August 19, 1933 - April 30, 2020

Kelseyville California

“I see more and more each day begin-
ning to dip their toe in the water,” com-
mented Carmel Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Jenny MacMurdo. “But, until they’re 
all allowed to have people back in their 
stores safely, it’s a bit of a nonstarter with 
this curbside service for retailers.”

Sharon Flannagan at Diggidy Dog on 
Mission Street said Tuesday she had so 
far had one customer call in an order and 
pick it up, but she’s willing to try to make 
it work. Without foot traffic, she said, “it’s 
difficult,” but she has been updating all of 
the store’s window displays to attract peo-
ple’s attention and show off some of the 
new inventory she obtained from another 
store, The Dog House, which was located 
in Carmel Plaza but is now closed for good.

Flannagan also created a new website 
to encourage customers to order online 
and then pick up at the shop. Despite being 
hamstrung by the fact customers are not al-

SHOPS
From page 1A

lowed to come in and browse, Flannagan 
remains optimistic.

“It’s going to work,” she said.
Kelly Schulz, owner of ElizabethW on 

Ocean Avenue between Lincoln and Monte 
Verde, has been selling essential items like 
hand sanitizers and masks, and has seen a 
little upsurge in her business since Moreno 
eased restrictions, but nothing near what 
she needs.

“We’re here and we have such great 
stuff. We want to keep our business open, 
but it’s just not sustainable,” she said. But 
if customers at least window shop and then 
order by phone or online, that could help. 
“I am hoping that if other places open up 
more, that will create a little more buzz in 
town.”

Schulz has many repeat customers who 
are shopping often to support the store, 
and others order in response to advertising. 
While Schulz has an ElizabethW store in 
San Francisco and a website, she and her 
team are building a site for the Carmel 
store, since much of its stock is unique.

Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce 
president Moe Ammar said that while most 

businesses that have reopened are barely 
making it, some have managed to retain 
employees. 

“I’m hearing that sales are probably 25 
to 30 percent of where they should be,” 
Ammar said. “But some of them have man-
aged to reduce their expenses and are de-
ferring their rent and additional operating 
expenses.”

Moreno previously exempted other 
businesses, such as fabric stores and golf 
courses, from the county-wide shutdown 
order. They were allowed to open May 4. 

Back Porch Fabrics owner Gail Abeloe, 

who reopened May 4, said business has 
been good, and customers have respected 
the mask-wearing and social-distancing 
etiquette. The store limits the number of 
people inside. 

“We are quite pleased,” she told The 
Pine Cone. “We were closed for 47 days. 
Business has been good. It was very peppy 
last week and it continues this week.”

Not surprisingly, many customers are 
purchasing fabric, thread and tools to make 
face coverings. Elastic, which custom-
ers are using mostly to craft ear loops for 
masks, is sold out, Abeloe said.

Cheng told The Pine Cone the deci-
sion to close followed multiple efforts to 
increase enrollment. “The school added 
a transitional kindergarten program, in-
creased outreach to the parish and the 
greater Monterey Peninsula community, 
hosted open houses and tours, connected 
with local preschools and daycare pro-
grams, enhanced its presence on social 
media, and many more activities,” she said.

School administrators and board mem-
bers, parish pastor Father Paul Murphy, 
officials with the diocese, and a Catholic 
schools consultant all analyzed data and 
brainstormed ways to fix the school’s fi-
nancial problems and come up with mod-
els that would be viable, but none penciled 
out, according to Cheng. 

Murphy said a multi-year plan to in-
crease enrollment that was developed by 
the parish finance council based on recom-
mendations from the consultant was under-
way when Covid-19 hit. With the Mission 
closed and services offered only online, 
collections have dropped. “The economic 
toll of the Covid-19 pandemic has had a 
devastating impact on school, parish and 
diocesan finances,” he said.

Surprised by the news, parents, kids 
and staff defied the county-wide stay-home 
order to stage a rally in the parking lot of 

SCHOOL
From page 1A

the Mission Saturday, and some asked why 
they weren’t called on to help before the 
decision was made. But considering the 
school’s budget is short several hundred 
thousand dollars annually, it’s unlikely they 
would have been able to scrape those kinds 
of funds together.

This week, Cheng and others were busy 
hosting online “family forums” to answer 
parents’ questions and help with the transi-
tion to new schools in the fall.

“The diocese will provide a $500 schol-
arship to each Junipero Serra School stu-
dent who will continue their Catholic ed-
ucation at another Catholic school in our 
diocese,” Cheng said. And the HR depart-
ment is working with teachers and staff 
who now find themselves out of work.

As for the school buildings and grounds 
themselves, Cheng said Catholic education 
remains a priority for Garcia, and there-
fore, the diocese and those at the Mission 
will continue discussing how the campus 
“can play an important future role within 
a vision for Catholic education in the Dio-
cese of Monterey.”

The Mission school joins a growing list 
of businesses that have closed their doors 
for good due to the shutdown that crippled 
their financial viability. In Carmel alone, at 
least a dozen have already called it quits, 
including at least six art galleries, the yoga 
center, a liquor store, a shoe store, a couple 
of clothing shops, a florist, a restaurant and 
a store offering accessories and other items 
for dogs.
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NOW OPEN FOR TAKEOUTNOW OPEN FOR TAKEOUT
Tue thru Sun 4pm-8pm  |  831-250-7188

Orders taken after 2pm for later deliveries. 
Curbside - Walk-in - Delivery (thru Doorbell Dining)

See our exciting Takeout Cocktails & Wine menu at Surcarmel.com
DELIVERY:  Go to Doorbelldining.com for ordering.

We have missed you!
Open for carry out sales

Big bargains & new treasures 
Wear your mask – we provide gloves

Come see us 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 11am - 2pm

At 230 Crossroads Blvd

www.consignmentbythesea.com
consignbythesea@gmail.com

Consignment by the Sea
time, as we put in new data in the future, the outcome 
would be different, and that’s what we would expect.”

Moreno did reply to a separate message from The Pine 
Cone about a later surge.   

“It is not possible to predict the future, but we have to 
plan for it,” he said. “Models give hospitals an idea of what 
a surge might look like during a pandemic. Hospitals can 
use the model outputs as part of their surge planning ef-
forts. The number of cases and hospitalizations that will 
occur moving forward will depend on what happens as we 
begin to open up more businesses.”

Though 45 of 308 county residents infected with 
Covid-19 have had to be hospitalized, Moreno said the 
county “can expect more cases as restrictions are lifted,” 
and that more cases would be identified through increased 
testing at the new test sites in Salinas and Greenfield. 

A summer surge would also coincide with the arrival of 
thousands of farmworkers and others who work in the ag-
ricultural industry in Monterey County. Farmworkers have 
been disproportionately infected with coronavirus. 

Marina site ‘interrupted’ 
The earlier projection of a massive peak in early June 

provided the impetus for the county to spend hundreds of 
thousands of dollars on opening quarantine sites, including 
one at the Monterey County Fairgrounds. The fairgrounds 
site has yet to host a single person.

The large number of sick people Moreno predicted 
also led the county to contract with Joby Aviation to build 
a 55,000-square-foot airplane hangar at the Marina Air-
port to treat up to 350 Covid-19 patients who could not 
be cared for at hospitals because of the large number of 
infected individuals expected at end of this month.

But the status of the Marina has been “interrupted,” 
Malais said, because of the delayed surge. Asked whether 

SURGE
From page 1A

Continues next page

Dog owners told: BYOMM

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

MUTT MITTS, the little baggies available from dis-
pensers all over town that dog walkers use to clean up after 
their pets, cost taxpayers more than $20,000 annually, city 
administrator Chip Rerig said this week. So, like many 
other niceties, they are getting cut out of the budget.

The city goes through “about 650,000 mutt mitts an-
nually,” he said. “And that costs us in excess of $20,000, 
which is a lot of money. That’s actually 73 Mutt Mitts per 
hour every hour of every day in a year.”

So, he noted, obviously people are grabbing fistfuls of 
them to take home for yard cleaning and dog walks in oth-
er areas.

Not at the beach or along the Scenic pathway, Rerig 
said, but elsewhere in the city, including parks and down-
town, “we will be removing Mutt Mitt dispensers,” he said. 
“We’re going to be asking people to buy their own Mutt 
Mitts.”

Orders taken over the phone
Prepared Foods • Choice Meats
Fresh Seafood • Local Produce

Baked Goods • Fine Wines • Liquor
*Delivery available to most Peninsula cities, call for details.

831-624-3821

GROCERY DELIVERY 
MONDAY - FRIDAY* 

- CARMEL’S FAVORITE -

FUN FABRIC MASKS
MADE IN CARMEL

Ruffle me to Sleep
Dolores St. btwn 5th and 6th

CALL TO ORDER
831-293-8636

www.rufflemetosleep.com
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Richard Alan Fetherstonhaugh was born on February 14, 1927, and died on 

May 10, 2020. 

He was raised in Alameda, California. He 

graduated from Alameda High in 1945 and 

then joined the U.S. Navy, spending 18 months 

in the Pacific Theater aboard the aircraft carrier 

Antietam CV 36. 

He graduated from the City College of San 

Francisco in 1948 where he met and married 

his wife of 71 years, Maria, in 1949. He was 

employed by the Pennzoil Company in 1950 

and spent the next 40 years residing in San 

Francisco, Salinas, Chico, Dallas, Houston and 

Atlanta. 

He retired in 1990 as Senior VP and National 

Sale Mgr. of the Pennzoil Motor Oil Division. 

He and Maria retired to Carmel in 1991. He 

was a charter member of Corral de Tierra County Club, Past President of 

the Salinas Junior Chamber of Commerce, served on the Board of Friends of 

Hospice of the Central Coast. 

He is survived by his wife, Maria; daughter, Christine (Lester) of Chico; 

granddaughters, Andrea Hanstein of Daly City, Molly Varanini (Zach) of Gold 

River, Lindsay Kuhn (Trevor) of Chico and great-grandchildren, Eleanor, 

Emilia and Flynn of Gold River. 

He was predeceased by his son, Kevin, of Washington D.C. 

At his request, no funeral or memorial services will be held. Donations may be 

made to the Hospice Giving Foundation of the Central Coast, P.O. Box 1798, 

Monterey, CA 93942.

Funeral Arrangements by Struve and Laporte Funeral Home.
Online condolences to www.struveandlaporte.com

Richard Alan Fetherstonhaugh
February 14, 1927 • May 10, 2020
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Condolences may be written 
to the family at

www.bermudezfamilyfunerals.com

Carla Cecelia Lepori Pacini Coniglio
1926  2020

Carla Cecelia Lepori Pacini Coniglio was born to Marianna Cutino and the 
late Carlo Lepori July 4, 1926, at home in downtown Pittsburgh, California. 
She moved to Carmel at age 14 with her mother and her new stepfather, Jack 
Pacini. She attended Carmel High School, was senior class president and was 
the last surviving member of the graduating class of 1944.

Carla attended the College of Notre Dame in Belmont, the Dominican college 
in San Rafael and received her 
BA from UC Berkeley. She 
attended a finishing school in 
Freiburg, Switzerland in 1947 
starting her lifelong relationship 
with the holy sisters. In 1950 
she married Philip Coniglio, her 
childhood sweetheart. Together 
they owned and operated 
the Mediterranean Market 
in downtown Carmel which 
became a beloved institution and 
destination spot. Mediterranean 
Market was the first Italian 
delicatessen in Carmel.

They raised their three children 
here in Carmel. She loved art 
and music, especially Italian 
opera, but her large extended 
family gave her particular joy. 
She was an active member of 
the Carmel Mission Basilica 
Parish, the Carmel Mission PTA, 

the Altar Society and the Mothers’ Club at Stevenson and the Santa Catalina 
School Service League. She was also an active member of the Carmelite 
Monastery congregation and enjoyed friendships with Mother Superior and 
all of the Carmelite sisters until her passing.

She traveled extensively with her late husband Phil, going on many trips to 
Europe, culminating in a round the world tour on the Concorde, an experience 
of a lifetime. Her favorite place to visit was the big Island of Hawaii where she 
enjoyed many happy trips swimming in the warm ocean. Everyone basked in 
her welcoming smile and the aura of happiness that surrounded her. Strongly 
committed to her family, she had an indomitable spirit and touched everyone 
she came into contact with. As her mother used to say, “she lived until she 
died.”

She is survived by her three children: son Phillip (Star) Coniglio; daughters, 
Cara Mia Coniglio and Lisa (Mark) Kaufmann). She has four grandchildren 
Tiana Lagemann, Michael (Crysta) Kaufmann, Patrick Kaufmann and Margaux 
Coniglio. She lived a long and wonderful life.

Ciao Bella!
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Carmelite Monastery. 

All patients will be tested for Covid-19 
and all staff will be screened or tested prior 
to the procedure, she said. The hospital is 
continuing to increase the types of elective 
surgeries, with the exception of cosmetic 
procedures.

“The resumption started in our outpa-
tient surgery center and is moving to our 
main operating rooms on May 18,” Sciuto 
explained. “Some examples of surgeries 
that will start back up include joint re-
placement, spine or neurology, urology and 
gynecology procedures. More than 300 
surgeries were canceled or delayed, and we 
are in the process of prioritizing those.”  

Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital 
spokeswoman Karina Rusk said the hos-
pital is ready to slowly resume elective 
surgeries, and some were scheduled this 
week. Natividad Medical Center said it’s 
planning on resuming elective procedures 
Friday.  

Meanwhile, during a Monday press 
briefing, a local blogger asked whether 
“CHOMP is sending people to Salinas Val-
ley, Natividad or Alisal to be tested, thereby 
keeping Peninsula [Covid-19 cases] low.” 

Sciuto, in a message to The Pine Cone, 
called the accusation “completely false.”

Joby would still be able to accommodate 
the county for use of the hangar several 
months from now, company spokeswom-
an Mojgan Khalili told The Pine Cone it 
would “continue to work closely” with the 
county on an agreement.

The Pine Cone has asked repeated-
ly for the contract for the Marina site, 
which would reveal the details of the ar-
rangement, including how much taxpayers 
would spend on the site, but Malais has 
said the talks aren’t final and the informa-
tion can’t be released to the public. 

Elective procedures resume
Monterey County hospitals have begun 

to resume elective surgeries and proce-
dures, which had been halted because of 
the coronavirus threat. 

 “We have been proceeding with a mea-
sured slow introduction of surgical ser-
vices, starting with those patients who have 
been waiting a long time with debilitating 
pain, such as knee and hip issues,” Com-
munity Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula 
spokeswoman Monica Sciuto.

From previous page

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
Free subscriptions at www. carmelpinecone.com



May 15, 2020 The Carmel Pine Cone                         17A

Thomas Edward McCullough, Sr., passed on April 23, 2020.
Tom and Sherrie McCullough celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary last month on March 15th. They enjoyed 

many wonderful adventures together with great friends. They shared a loving committed relationship with much 
adoration. Tom’s family brought him much joy in life having two children. A devoted daughter, Kathryn Myers (David) 
of Redmond, Oregon who has two children, James Myers (San Francisco) and Christine Cox (Todd) of Bend, Oregon 
who gave him four great grandchildren, Lily (14) Daisy (12) Weston (5) and Paxton (2). Tom also has a son, Thomas 
Edward McCullough II, who has two children, Kaitlyn McCullough (D.C.) and Thomas Edward McCullough III (San 
Francisco).

Tom was a voracious reader which made him an incredibly interesting man, a wonderful conversationalist with a 
great sense of humor. He enjoyed sailing, tennis, hiking and gardening, providing beautiful roses each year.

Tom was the son of Eugene Welcome McCullough and Marie Smith McCullough. He was born on December 3, 1930 
in Terre Haute, Indiana, the eldest of 4 children. He was predeceased by his two sisters, Martha Kennedy and Mary 
Frances Smith. He is survived by a brother Walter McCullough (Mary) of Palo Alto and numerous nieces and nephews.

His parents were committed to providing a good strong family life. Tom went to Catholic grade school then one 
year in seminary school, St Meinrad, a lovely Benedictine monastery in southern Indiana. Tom decided that wasn’t the 
life for him as he slowly became aware of the wonderful females and their many attractions around him.

Tom graduated from Honey Creek High 
School and enrolled at Indiana State Teachers 
College. The Korean War was underway and the draft was looming so Tom 
chose to enlist in the United States Air Force. Tom became a navigator 
bombardier while serving 5 years in USAF. After the war he had the opportunity 
to teach celestial navigation outside of Sacramento, California. He realized 
he preferred California to Indiana and out of the Air Force he was accepted 
to Stanford and graduated with a BA in Economics. Following graduation 

While in San Jose Tom became active in the Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
Under his leadership as President they developed a children’s park called 
Happy Hollow. After a few years with Dean Witter he suggested starting an 

Coast Regional Manager and then promoted to Western Divisional Manager. 
He celebrated a career of over 50 years in the investment industry and 
enjoyed every minute of it.

Tom became active in many community affairs on the Monterey Peninsula 
and found that one of the great pleasures in his life was being involved and 
gave him a sense of belonging to a lovely and historic place he cared deeply 
for and made many great friends. Tom was on the Monterey Institute of 

International Studies board for a number of years and was the Chairman twice. He also served on the board of Robert Louis Stevenson School and 
the History and Art Association. He was the President of The Old Capital Club, Chairman of The Chapman Foundation and a member of the Rotary 
Club of Monterey of which he was President in 1989 and awarded the Alton Walker Community Service Award in 2008. His term as Old Capital Club 
President was one of the most fun and rewarding activities in his life as he was instrumental in renovating the OCC garden. The Old Capital Club is 
a unique historic institution that was very special to Tom.

Tom’s life was remarkable in many ways and he has been referred to as a mentor, a friend, and advisor. He will be immensely missed as the family 
navigates through life with this enormous loss.

With Tom’s love of animals those wishing to make a contribution in memory of Tom please send your donation to SPCA for Monterey County, P.O. 
Box 3058, Monterey, CA 93942.

A Celebration of Life will take place at a later time.

Condolences may be written 
to the family at

www.bermudezfamilyfunerals.com

Thomas Edward McCullough, Sr.
1930 2020

12/3/1930 - 4/23/2020

dining rooms is an idea that is being discussed in several 
cities.

“We need to do whatever we can to help businesses get 
up and running,” Mayor Dave Potter said at the May 12 
meeting, which generated numerous emails and drew a 
crowd of speakers who weighed in by phone.

‘May struggle to survive’
With restaurants restricted to takeout — and facing the 

problem of drawing customers even after they’re allowed 
to fully reopen — community activities director Ashlee 
Wright noted, they “may struggle to survive.”

“To this end, many cities and communities, including 
Carmel, are beginning to explore the options of allow-
ing restaurants to use public spaces where possible to 
offer outdoor seating, while complying with public health 
guidelines for social distancing,” she said.

Rerig specifically proposed closing Dolores between 
Ocean and Seventh and between Ocean and Sixth for out-
door seating. Wright asked the council to consider wheth-
er other streets should be used, as well, and which days 
and hours, who would provide the tables and chairs, who 
would clean them, what the rules for their use would be, 
and how the closures would impact nearby businesses as 
well as restaurants elsewhere in town.

“Another option that the council may wish to consid-
er is encouraging businesses who are interested in using 
public space for open-air operations, such as sidewalks or 
parking stalls, to work with the community planning and 
building department to discuss potential options,” Wright 
said.

Not surprisingly, those involved in restaurants in the 

DINING
From page 1A

area of Dolores and Seventh supported the idea, while oth-
ers were less enthusiastic.

Chef Todd Fisher, who works for the company that 
owns Seventh & Dolores Steakhouse, described it as “a 
great idea and a wonderful plan to help local restaurants 
and our employees get back to work,” while Casanova 
owner Walter Georis said it would be unfair and would 
create friction between restaurateurs.

“We should do something that gives all the restaurants 
and wine bars equal opportunity to see if it works for 
them,” realtor Judie Profeta said. Having tables set up on 
two blocks of Dolores would “destroy every other restau-
rant that’s not within a block of that street.”

Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association 
executive director Kim Stemler said conducting business 
under the current circumstances “requires agility and 
flexibility and willingness to experiment — and you can 
change the experiment.” She said downtown tasting rooms 
would “do whatever we can to help.”

Architect Adam Jeselnick agreed experimentation will 
be necessary, to see how the public and the restaurant com-
munity respond, and that there are “certainly a lot of de-
tails to work out.”

A longer process
Many speakers praised city officials for being “collab-

orative” and “flexible.”
Some suggested Devendorf Park and Piccadilly Park 

could accommodate dining tables and chairs, as could 
other blocks downtown. Others recommended reducing 
Ocean Avenue to one lane in each direction and using the 
extra space for al fresco dining.

“Thank you for your efforts and willingness to work 
with our local business community on some collaborative 
solutions,” chamber of commerce CEO Jenny MacMurdo 
said. “This would allow restaurants to reclaim some of 
those tables that they’re losing inside by putting them out-

side.”
Restaurants should be responsible for providing and 

cleaning the tables and chairs, she said.
Several restaurant owners said they’d prefer to use the 

sidewalk or parking spaces in front of their businesses for 
outdoor dining. Monterey and Pacific Grove have added 
outdoor seating, including areas that replaced downtown 
parking spaces, during recent years.

Rerig said that would require going through the plan-
ning process and public works, and that he was simply 
suggesting trying out Dolores to get a green light on a 
broader experiment.

“I think we’re better off if we can get something going 
right away,” Potter commented.

“Whatever street it’s going to be, it doesn’t really mat-
ter,” councilman Bobby Richards said. “I think we picked 
Dolores because of the ease of it. We could pick a street 
with no restaurants at all.”

Councilman Jeff Baron wanted assurance the council 
wasn’t condoning anything that would violate the county 
health officer’s stay-home order. 

“I’m in favor of moving forward but have serious con-
cerns about doing something before the shelter-in-place 
order is lifted,” Baron said.

“We’re not trying to get around anything or find a loop-
hole,” Richards said. “We just want to do this in a safe, 
healthy way.”

Get your complete Pine Cone 
every Thursday night by email —

Free subscriptions at www. carmelpinecone.com
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fund at the Community Foundation for Monterey County.
And that’s not all — to supplement the loan and the 

grant, the symphony has created a Musicians’ Relief Fund, 
and is encouraging people to donate.

“We are working with donors to take care of our mu-
sicians in a substantial way,” Reilly explained. “We’re all 
looking at an unknown future. We want to make sure we 
take care of those who are the heart and soul of our organi-

zation — they’ve experienced an immense amount of lost 
work.”

Back where it all began

Seventy-four years after it was founded over tea in the 
Carmel Woods home of singer Grace Howden, the sym-
phony is returning to the town.

As soon as coronavirus restrictions are relaxed — and 
things like hauling office furniture can be done again — 
the symphony will move its office to Hampton Court at the 
corner of Seventh and San Carlos. Symphony officials had 
been searching for a new office for more than a year, and 
now, everything is all packed up.

“I’m sitting in an empty room right now,” Reilly told 
The Pine Cone. “We found out about a year ago that we 
would need new an office because our building is being 
converted to low-income housing.”

Reilly said the new location is ideal, in part because it’s 
just two blocks from Sunset Center, where the symphony 
performs. The symphony once had its office in a Sunset 
Center cottage.

“We looked at a lot of different places, but we wanted 
to be close to Sunset Center,” she added. “We’re really ex-
cited to find the space — it’s perfect.”

As for its uncertain future, the symphony is planning to 
address next season’s schedule in the coming weeks.

The organization is set to make a decision about next 
season sometime around June 1, pending more informa-
tion from county and state representatives.

Symphony gets help from feds to pay musicians
AFTER THE last three concerts of Monterey Sym-

phony’s 2019-2020 season were canceled due to the spread 
of coronavirus — and the revenue lost as a result put the 
symphony in a financial bind — the nonprofit music group 
last week received help from the federal government and 
local donors to pay its musicians for lost wages.

The symphony also announced plans to move its head-
quarters from Ryan Ranch to downtown Carmel — a short 
stroll from where it started nearly three-quarters of a cen-
tury ago.

The symphony received a paycheck protection loan for 
just over $200,000 from the Small Business Administra-
tion to compensate its musicians for lost wages after con-
certs in April and May were canceled, executive director 
Nicola Reilly reported. The May 16-17 concert at Sunset 
Center was set to be the grand finale of the season. “We’re 
so happy to be able to compensate our musicians during 
a time when all their work is being canceled,” Reilly told 
The Pine Cone.

The money will also help compensate the symphony’s 
administrative staff. 

Besides receiving a loan from the feds, the sympho-
ny was awarded a $25,000 grant from the Covid-19 relief 

IT’S ALWAYS tough for artists, musicians and theatri-
cal performers to live in expensive places like the Monte-
rey Peninsula and Big Sur, so it comes as no surprise that 

many are having an even more difficult time making ends 
meet during the coronavirus shutdown. 

To help out, the Arts Council for Monterey County is 
offering working artists grants of up to $1,000 to cover 
living expenses, medical bills, art supplies and studio rent.

Lots of need
The group anticipates having enough funds to help 15 

to 17 artists. Arts council executive director Jacquie Atchi-
son told The Pine Cone her group only started accepting 
applications for grants Monday and received a lot of in-
terest. The money is available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. “We’ve gone through about 75 percent of the funds,” 
she said. 

The grants are made possible by the Community Foun-
dation for Monterey County’s Covid-19 Relief Fund and 
are available to all professional artists who live in the 
county and have not received a grant in the past year. 

Applicants must be making a living from their art — or 
were at least doing so before the coronavirus shutdown.

“We are thrilled the Community Foundation provided 
us with this opportunity to support local artists in the re-
gion,” Atchison said. “The creative sector is devastated by 
this crisis, and we are thankful to be able to provide sup-
port where it is needed.”

The arts council also awarded $135,000 to 37 local 
nonprofit groups. Each received up to $5,000, and the re-
cipients included the Weston Collective, the Pacific Grove 
Art Center, Monterey County Pops and many others. See 
arts4mc.org.w

Council gives virus relief 
grants to artists and the 
groups that support them

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS

Free Meals for Essential Workers*
ORDER ONLINE NOW!

www.juliasofpacificgrove.com

1180 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove CA 93950
We are at the top of Forest Hill between Safeway and Trader Joe’s 

in the far back right of Forest Hill Shopping Center 

831-656-9533

Open Daily for Pickup 12:00pm - 8:30pm

We’re proud to announce we’ve teamed up with One Fair Wage
and High Road Kitchens to offer meals on a sliding scale or for
free for essential workers and community members in need*

Visit our website to order or donate a meal!
www.juliasofpacificgrove.com

*While supplies last

Please Call in your order 

831-372-3450
All orders must be placed and paid in advance. 

We are also offering all wines from our extensive 
list at 25% OFF plus cocktails are 25% OFF.

223 17th

We’ve 
Missed You!

NOW OPEN FOR TAKE OUT
from 4pm to 7pm.

FandangoRestaurant.com

Monterey Symphony executive director Nicola Reilly moves a box 
of files into the symphony’s new administrative office at Seventh 
and San Carlos in Carmel.
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Soup to Nuts
By MARY SCHLEY

ers and appetizers, and has beer, wine and cocktails to go. 
Find the menu at oldmonterey.org. Call (831) 656-9543 
to order.

And Ocean Sushi Deli at 165 Webster St. is serving 
takeout daily from noon to 6 p.m. While walk-ins are wel-
come, phone orders are preferred and can be called in to 
(831) 645-9876. It’s recommended customers call one to 
two hours before they want to pick up their food. Go to 
oceansushi.com for the menu.

Bruno’s prime rib

Bruno’s Market & Deli at Junipero and Sixth is offer-
ing two dinner specials nightly Thursday through Saturday. 
Each night includes prime rib for $19, alongside boneless 
pork loin for $16 on Thursday, baked salmon for $17 on 
Friday, and leg of lamb for $19 on Saturday. All dinners 
come with sautéed vegetables, scalloped potatoes and gar-
lic bread. Orders should be placed by noon if possible at 
(831) 624-3821.

Rosé sale at Grasing’s

Springtime on the Monterey Peninsula is undeniably 
beautiful, and while the numerous events that celebrate the 
season were forced to cancel, there’s no reason not to enjoy 
a bottle of really nice rosé in the sunshine of your own yard 
or garden.

Grasing’s at Mission and Sixth is offering special bot-
tles for sale at reasonable prices, with a handful from dif-
ferent regions in France, and therefore made with different 
types of grapes, for $18 to $24, and four California wines 
for $19 to $21. Mixed cases get an extra 10 percent off.

In addition, while a person might not typically tip on 
a wine purchase, Grasing’s is pooling and distributing all 
tips to employees who have not been able to work since the 

More eateries open for takeout, Bruno’s offers dinners, markets open, too
AS THE coronavirus-induced shutdown continues, 

more restaurants that were closed for weeks are now serv-
ing food to go.

Last week, Gaston Georis reopened La Bicyclette at 
Dolores and Seventh, with chef Obdiel Luna preparing an 
abbreviated version of the restaurant’s regular menu.

Specials offered May 13-17 include soup, a green salad 
with strawberries and grapes, a charcuterie plate, spinach 
gnocchi, and a side of seasonal vegetables, with main dish-
es of coq au vin, cannelloni with spring vegetables in a 

tomato-vodka sauce, and couscous Marrakesh. The wood-
fired oven was roaring, as well, with three pizzas available: 
mushroom, Margherita, and classic pepperoni. Desserts 
were chocolate mousse for two and Tarte Grande-Mere, a 
rustic tart with caramelized rhubarb and strawberry. Bot-
tles of wine, beer and other beverages were also available 
to go.

This week, Bicyclette is open from 2 to 7 p.m. Wednes-
day through Sunday, and orders are taken by phone at 
(831) 622-9899 or on site. Check labicycletterestaurant.
com for the latest to-go menu and hours.

Baja Cantina
Pat Phinny’s popular Baja Cantina at 7166 Carmel Val-

ley Road takes to-go orders daily from noon to 7 p.m. As 
with many restaurants, Baja is offering a shortened menu, 
but there are still plenty of starters and main courses to 
choose from, like nachos, quesadillas, salads, tostadas, 
burritos (including the Cattleman’s, chili verde, and rose-
mary chicken), Baja’s Flamin’ Fajitas, Fresh Catch tacos, 
three kinds of enchiladas, and a couple of classic combi-
nations. Drinks to go include margaritas by the glass for 
$10 or the pitcher for $32. Find the menu at carmelcantina.
com. Call (831) 625-2252 to order.

Across the street and around the corner, Quail Lodge’s 
Waypoint Bar + Kitchen is selling to-go soup, salads, 
wraps and sandwiches, and main dishes like Monterey Bay 
sand dabs, cavatelli pasta, rotisserie chicken, grilled steak 
and seafood Wednesday through Sunday from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Call (831) 620-8860 to order.

And in the clubhouse, Edgar’s is now accommodating 
golfers at the recently reopened course. Take-away service 
on the patio is available from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. for breakfast 
and lunch, as well as drinks, including glasses of wine. 

In Monterey
Alvarado Street Brewery started selling beer at the 

Monterey location this week and introduced a takeout 
menu offered Thursday through Sunday from noon to 7 
p.m. 

“Abiding by social distancing regulations, we have 
taped off 6-foot standing positions and have a one-way 
line system set up right on Alvarado Street,” the folks at 
the brewery and grill said.

The brewery recently released All Together, a hazy IPA 
that benefits ASB’s staff, because part of its sales proceeds 
go to a fund for the 100-plus employees who would typi-
cally be at work in Monterey, at the Salinas brewery and 
taproom, and at Yeast of Eden in Carmel Plaza. The brew-
ery is located at 426 Alvarado St. Call (831) 655-2337 for 
information and to order from the latest menu, which can 
be found on Alvarado Street’s Facebook page.

A block away, Britannia Arms of Monterey, which has a 
sister restaurant in Pacific Grove called The Monarch that 
has been serving takeout, reopened for food to go Thurs-
day through Sunday from 11:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. While 
The Brit might be known for its raucous late-night scene, 
karaoke and highly competitive trivia nights — none of 
which is happening right now — it also has a well-prac-
ticed team in the kitchen turning out fish and chips, burg-

Estate Winery
1972 Hobson Ave., Greenfield
831.386.0316

Carmel-by-the-Sea
San Carlos & 7th
831.626.WINE (9463)

SCHEID WINES ARE JUST AS DELICIOUS AT HOME!

SCHEIDVINEYARDS.COM

Home delivery or curbside pick up!

inesmonterey.com

shutdown began in mid-March.
It also has food to go available daily and is open from 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Find the menu at grasings.com and call 
(831) 624-6562 to order.

Pop-up market moves

Colleen Logan has moved her pop-up farmers market 
to the courtyard in front of Pescadero restaurant on San 
Carlos south of Ocean. Logan, whose business, Savor 
the Local, distributes produce from small farms to local 
restaurants, launched the little pop-up farmers market 
shortly after the coronavirus-induced shutdown severely 
cut into demand from restaurants. It takes place Wednes-
days and Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Logan now also delivers boxes of fruits, vegetables, 
bread, yogurt, cheese and other goods to residents. See sa-
vorthelocal.com for more.

Seasonal markets open

The Monterey Bay Certified Farmers Markets at the 
Barnyard and Del Monte Center opened this week for the 
season, with the Tuesday market at the mouth of the valley 
running from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and the Del Monte Center 
market near Macy’s open from 8 a.m. to noon on Sundays.

“During this time, we must continue to wear face masks 
and maintain social distancing,” organizers said. “Custom-
ers arriving without masks will be asked to leave. We also 
ask that customers do their shopping quickly and refrain 
from socializing so that more customers can visit the mar-
ket. And, please — no pets.”

In addition, Mina Afshari is offering a shopping ser-
vice called From Our Market, in which customers order 
through fromourmarket.com and then arrange a pickup at 
the MPC, Del Monte Center or Barnyard market.

Its typically busy bar and couches — the perfect spot for taking in a 
Formula 1 race — are empty, thanks to the Covid-19 shutdown, but 
Baja Cantina is now offering food and margaritas to go.

Try our famous 
“Prime Rib” carving station 

Served with Veggies • Scallop Potatoes & Garlic Bread 

Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday
4pm - until sold out. Curbside Available

831-624-3821

DINNER SPECIALS

- CARMEL’S FAVORITE -
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Global Travel Society
A Forum for Passionate Travelers

No Fees, Dues, or Solicitations

Book Future Travel with Any Agency
Free Zoom Presentations and Podcasts
Call or Email for Scheduled Programs
Plus Exclusive Offers and Discounts

206-621-9333   
globaltravelsociety@gmail.com

Get Great Travel Ideas from Top Suppliers
On Your Computer or Smart Phone
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Travel
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The Garden Song
Natural Health Store for Better Living

831-262-9799
Across the street from Grove Market

 

We are selling Face Masks, 
Healthy Foods and Supplements

CALENDAR

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com 
$0.50 per word ($25 min. charge) 

• Add a photo for your event for only $25

May 12 — The Women’s Fund Lunch of the 
Community Foundation for Monterey County 
is now virtual! Join us for “Courageous Leadership 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
AT MID VALLEY CENTER, CARMEL

831.624.8509
Providing the highest quality medical and 

surgical services for dogs and cats

OPEN and SERVING 
our CLIENTS

Karl Anderson, DVM
U.C. Davis School of
Veterinary Medicine

Jennifer Wernsing, DVM

U.C. Georgia College
Veterinary Medicine

Lori Anderson, RVT
 Hospital Manager

Please note that we are still serving our patients during 
this difficult time of contending with the COVID-19 virus.

In order to keep you and our staff healthy, we are ad-
hering to CDC guidelines and reducing contact with our 
staff.  Our VETERINARY VALET SERVICE virtually elim-
inates any contact with people, and in doing so we’ll 

keep your pets AND 
you healthy!  Our staff 
dons masks, gloves, 
and TLC for your 
pets, all to keep us all 
healthy in this chal-
lenging time. Please 
feel free to call for an 
appointment.

312 Mid Valley Center • 831-624-8509
Near Jeffrey’s Grill & Catering

Serving Carmel, Carmel Valley, Big Sur, Pebble Beach, 
Pacific Grove, Monterey and other surrounding areas.

him to “stand fast” — the first tier, or stage, of evacuation. 
Newman followed the protocol, packing his bags and get-
ting ready to leave. He didn’t wait long. Early on a Monday 
morning, another missive instructed him to make his way 
to the capital, Conakry, the next day.

“I gave away all my stuff and said goodbye to the com-
munity. That day went very fast,” he recalled. He spent a 
week in Conakry and then flew home. In Ivory Coast, of-
ficials checked everyone’s temperatures and issued them 
masks and gloves.

After returning to Pacific Grove, Newman self-quaran-
tined for 14 days and had no symptoms. He said he was 
fortunate that he could arrange a living situation at his par-
ents’ house where he didn’t have to have contact with the 
rest of the family. Other volunteers spent their quarantines 
at hotels or short-term rentals.

He’s a little restless now. All the gear and planning nec-
essary for a months-long hike of the Pacific Crest Trail 
from Southern California to the northern boundary of 
Washington is ready, as soon as it’s safe for him to get out 
there.

Then, Newman said, he might return to Guinea and 
finish his assignment, even though he received credit for 
the full tour of duty there. Benefits offered to Peace Corps 
workers who fulfill their obligations include college schol-
arships and government opportunities.

Or maybe, he said, he’s ready for grad school after all.

AFRICA
From page 6A

Monterey” and seeking proposals from agencies that 
might provide fire service for less than the $2.5 million, 
plus other costs, that Monterey charges per year.

Rerig said he will also look at the potential of selling 
Flanders Mansion, Scout House or Rio Park, which “will 
again engender quite a debate in our city,” and perhaps 
charging for parking in the lot by the beach.

Public feedback was minimal. Resident Barbara Liv-
ingston suggested across-the-board salary reductions to 
avoid layoffs, but Rerig said that wasn’t possible, because 
some essential employees might quit due to pay cuts, and 
union contracts stipulate that layoffs be handled a certain 
way.

Resident Karen Ferlito said the budget is “devastating” 
and “breaks my heart,” because people will lose their jobs, 
and the town is showing signs of neglect. “I feel the village 
is already looking a little shabby,” she said.

Councilman Bobby Richards argued for retaining as 
many employees as possible, and councilwoman Carrie 
Theis agreed.

Theis also worried about cutting the marketing budget, 
considering the city relies so heavily on visitors. “Carmel-
by-the-Sea is experiencing what happens when we don’t 
have visitors,” she said. “We’re going to need to do some 
marketing once shelter in place is lifted.”

“This is a full-on gutting of the operations of local gov-
ernment which I have never seen before,” Mayor Dave Pot-
ter commented.

Rerig said the council will receive the detailed budget 
in advance of its June 2 meeting, which will be the first op-
portunity to vote on the spending plan. Under normal cir-
cumstances, council members and the public would have 
time to submit questions to Rerig and his team, and receive 
written answers, before the hearing. He said Wednesday 
morning he will try to accommodate that process, even 
with the compressed timeline. The budget must be ap-
proved by June 30, according to law.

BUDGET
From page 8A

that occurs between staff and patrons when dining in a 
restaurant, can result in transmission of the virus.”

Dubious from the start
But LeTowt told The Pine Cone he has been skepti-

cal of the need to shut down businesses and force people 
to stay home from the beginning of the pandemic, even 
though he complied for the first six weeks.

“The country has never disrupted the economy for past 
epidemics,” he said. “Why now? Those most at risk should 
stay sheltered. The rest of us should have carried on as 
usual.”

LeTowt said doing so would develop “herd immunity,” 
which he believes is the only way to stop the virus from 
rampaging the community.

“Social distancing and masks only slow the spread of 
the virus — a useful strategy to prevent hospitals from be-
ing overwhelmed,” he said. With 308 cases so far, the coun-
ty has seen 45 hospitalizations in the past two months, and 
six deaths. Out of a county-wide population of 434,000, 
LeTowt called those fatalities “a statistical non-event.”

“Mission accomplished, time to open up,” he said.
During the month-and-a-half the Tuck Box was closed, 

LeTowt said he lost about $60,000 and now can’t pay his 
property taxes, mortgage and credit card bills.

“Why are we still closed?” he asked. “Why are people 
being financially crushed?”

The restaurant owner also said he believes Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s statewide shelter-in-place order is “a political 
ploy,” perhaps an “attempt to leverage a federal bailout for 
the state.”

“It did not pass the smell test,” he said. “Other states are 
open or never fully shut down in the first place.”

As for his citations, LeTowt said he plans to fight them 
and will continue serving people at his restaurant in the 
meantime.

“The State of California does not have the right to force 
me into a state of economic ruin,” he said, “especially when 
all the math and medical science scream, ‘Open back up!’”

Dozens cited
During the course of the county’s shelter-in-place order, 

and especially during the month it made almost all gar-
dening and construction illegal, cities and the county have 

TUCK
From page 1A

issued dozens of citations to individuals and businesses for 
violating it, and citizens have complained to their local law 
enforcement offices and directly to the Monterey County 
District Attorney’s Office.

“The district attorney’s office has received 130 com-
plaints made directly to our office regarding potential 
violations of the Monterey County shelter-in-place order 
by businesses,” Hickok said this week. Of those, 14 were 
either determined to be “essential businesses,” as defined 
by the order or were otherwise not deemed worthy of in-
vestigation.

“We opened investigations into the remaining 116 com-
plaints,” she said, and investigators and district attorneys 
contacted more than 85 businesses. “Virtually all have 
readily agreed to comply. We are in discussions with sev-
eral businesses, and we are diligently investigating the re-
maining complaints.”

Of the complaints her office has received, more than 
three dozen were in Carmel, followed by 20 in Monterey, 
16 in Pebble Beach, 10 in Pacific Grove, eight in Seaside, 
seven in Marina, and one each in Big Sur and Sand City. 
Salinas had 19, with another seven in Bradley, Castroville, 
Moss Landing and Prunedale.

The rest involve short-term rentals and were not broken 
down by location, Hickok said.

Local police have also been citing people for shelter 
violations when they are caught committing other crimes, 
and Hickok said her office has filed charges against 75 
people under those circumstances. 

So far, Carmel officers have cited more than a dozen 
people for violating the order.

GoFundMe effort 
seeks $100K to fight 
county’s shelter order

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

SEEKING AN outcome similar to the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court decision this week that that state’s shel-
ter-in-place order was unconstitutional, a group of local 
attorneys and business owners is trying to raise $100,000 
to pay a San Francisco law firm to sue Monterey County.

“The district attorney has threatened businesses who 
exercised their constitutional rights to open their business-
es with criminal and civil penalties,” the plea reads. “She is 
sending her plain-clothed investigators out to catch people 
in the act. She is asking neighbors to inform on neighbors. 
For what? Running a lawful business?”

The group calling itself Concerned Citizens of Mon-
terey County says the Dhillon Law Group has agreed to 
defend those businesses “and sue the county for their legal 
failures” — but not for free.

Attorney Bill Conners, a supporter of the effort, called 
the shutdown “an overreach and unjustified,” and said the 
law only allows such far-reaching orders when they are 
“necessary.”

The effort has raised more than $6,000 so far. The web-
site is gofundme.com/f/open-monterey-county-legal-fund.
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weighed 195 pounds and could bench-press 400,” he said. 
“He’s the one who instilled in me a never-quit attitude, and 
taught me to play hard until I heard the whistle on every 
play.”

Canadas took the same ferocity to Monterey Peninsula 
College, where he was an undersized middle linebacker 
(5-10, 185) who earned All-Coast Conference honors both 
seasons, made the all-state team as sophomore. Then he 
was invited to try to make the team as a walk-on at Neva-
da-Reno, a Division I football program.

That didn’t work out. His financial aid got delayed and 
he couldn’t enroll. Then, on Sept. 11, 2001, he watched 
two hijacked jets bring down the twin towers in New York 
City, and his life immediately changed direction.

“It felt like somebody hit me in the chest with a base-
ball bat,” Canadas remembered. “I couldn’t possibly imag-
ine the emotions people in New York must have been feel-
ing at that moment, but I definitely felt like I had to do 
something.”

He enlisted in the U.S. Army and went to Iraq as a pri-
vate first class, a machine gunner with the 82nd Airborne 
infantry division, jumping from airplanes and Chinook 
helicopters during the first invasion. His unit settled in 
Baghdad, south of the Green Zone, where they patrolled 
their area and did raids on houses in search of enemy com-
batants.

“We didn’t have a lot of supplies,” Canadas recalled. “I 
didn’t get a shower for the first 30 days, and, of course, it 
was hot — really, really hot. We didn’t have any ice. I ran 
out of socks and was barefoot in my boots for a while.

“But it was military life, and we never really felt down 
and out,” he said. “You were surrounded by your buddies, 

There really are some things that are more important than football
WHEN ARCHAEOLOGISTS of the next millenni-

um excavate the ruins of what once was the Carmel High 
football field, they’ll undoubtedly unearth dental fillings 
that were once in the teeth of opponents who played 
against Ed Canadas.

and everybody had been training for that moment. In a 
weird way, the worse things got, the more fun we seemed 
to have with it. For us, it was all about continuing the 
mission — we were always just ready to do whatever was 
needed.”

Lost time
He suffers from tinnitus — a ringing in the ears — all 

these years later from mortar shells that landed nearby, 
and other explosions. On one occasion, his unit intention-
ally blew up an Iraqi munitions stash — an explosion that 
shook the building where they were taking cover and left a 
30-by-30-meter crater in the ground.

Otherwise, he feels fortunate to have returned un-
scathed.

“It still brings up emotions to this day when I think of 
the guys who lost their lives over there, and others we’re 
continuing to lose to suicide to this day,” Canadas said. 
“In a combat situation, you don’t fully feel that loss until 
you hear ‘Taps’ playing. And then, there you are, crying 
alongside 400 other guys while they go through all of the 
military ceremonies and courtesies.

“It’s an extremely emotional thing — and then you’ve 
got to go back out there again the next day, or maybe the 
next hour, and continue the mission. There’s really no such 
thing as off time,” he said.

When Canadas’ tour of duty was up, so was his military 
obligation. That’s when he was promoted to sergeant and 
offered the opportunity to return to Iraq as a team leader.

“I was getting out of the army — I didn’t have to go 
back — but I volunteered again,” he said. “I wanted to 
lead men.”

When Canadas finally came home, he made up for lost 
time. He raced motorcycles. He played in the Monterey 
Adult Baseball League, reconnecting with a sport in which 
he held Carmel’s school record for hits in a season (48) un-
til 2002. And he returned to football with the semipro Sali-
nas Valley Spartans (and later for the North Bay Rattlers in 
Santa Clara) where, as a 215-to-230-pound linebacker, he 
no longer was the undersized player he’d been at Carmel 
and MPC. 

Family time
“I wish I could have been that size in high school, be-

cause it would have been a real game changer for me,” he 
said. “But I have no regrets about going into the military. 
Going to war twice with those men was my college foot-
ball, and it was the best education I could have asked for.

“What I learned was to be a good person, be nice to 
people, and live the best life you can, because you never 
know … you never know.”

As he approaches his 40th birthday, Canadas has a fi-
ancé and a 9-month-old daughter, Audrey, who, he said, is 
teaching him more about life.

“She has changed my world immensely,” he said. “She’s 
the most beautiful thing I’ve ever seen, and to look at her 
every day, and watch her grow, and learn new things … 
I’m constantly amazed.”

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County. 
Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

Peninsula Sports 
By DENNIS TAYLOR

In his day (Class of ‘99) he was a bone-rattling, 
180-pound werewolf of a linebacker for the Padres, a kid 
who believed in making a first impression. “I wanted them 
to understand that they were going to be really tired of 
me by the fourth quarter,” said Canadas, who at 39 is a 
self-employed general engineering contractor. 

“First time I ever met Ed, I was in the sixth grade, and 
we were on the same youth team,” said Golden Anderson, 
Carmel High’s current head football coach. “We had no 
idea at the time that he was only a fourth-grader because 
he was one of the most physical guys on the team, tackling 
the rest of us a lot more violently than we were tackling 
him. He had absolutely no fear of getting hurt.” 

Sent to Baghdad
That toughness, Canadas believes, came from his dad 

— also Ed — who earned all-league honors as a nose tack-
le at Carmel High (Class of ’76), then played the same 
position at Hartnell College.

“My dad was one of those freakishly strong guys who 

(Right) Carmel High opponents usually had memorized Ed Canadas’ 
jersey number by the fourth quarter, but Canadas enlisted in the U.S. 
Army after the 9/11 attack, went to Iraq as a machine gunner for the 
initial invasion (above), then re-upped for a second deployment.
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BEST of BATESEditorial

‘If you don’t make stuff, 
there is no stuff’

WE HAVE written about this topic so many times, it seems redundant 

times 10 to do it again. But so many people seem to believe in what Elon 

Musk last week called the “magic horn of plenty,” it’s obvious there’s still a 

lot of educating to do — especially in the context of the coronavirus shut-

down that’s crippling our nation’s economy.

You can see it in the opinion polls, which show that most Americans 

think it’s too soon to let people go back to work. And we can definitely see 

it in the emails we receive from readers — some of whom not only dis-

agree with our editorials about the existential importance of work to human 

health and happiness, they wish us dead for expressing it.

Why is the United States so rich? Part of it is luck, in that our country 

happened to be established on a continent stuffed to the gills with useful 

natural resources. From minerals to timber to wildlife to farmable land, the 

United States has immeasurable amounts of valuable things that are just 

there. 

And that’s not the only thing about our lucky geography: We’ve also been 

isolated from the obsessive wars that were the dominant characteristic of 

global, and especially European, history for the last 500 years. Want to be 

safe from having your village pillaged by an army on the other side of the 

hill? Better live in the United States; Poland, not so much. 

Those two extremely lucky phenomena — an immense bounty of natural 

resources and being located where you’re not going to be invaded all the 

time — are things Americans have benefited from mightily even though 

they didn’t create them. But the third thing is a national virtue we can all be 

very proud of, because a safe country and a country with tremendous natu-

ral resources that is also an extremely ingenious and hardworking country is 

a country that can be, well, the United States. A country that, starting from 

the end of World War I and right up until the present, has been in a category 

all its own when it comes to the wealth, health, happiness and opportunity 

it offers its citizens.

The problem with success, of course, is that it can bring complacency, 

also known as taking things for granted. Unfortunately, these days, we have 

that in spades, too. And that’s what Elon Musk was referring to in his recent 

interview when he was asked about keeping the coronavirus shutdown in 

place until we’re certain everybody is safe, and just supporting everybody 

with a “universal” income.

“This notion that you can just send checks to everybody, and things will 

be fine, is not true, obviously,” Musk said. “Some people have this absurd 

belief that the economy is like some magic horn of plenty that just makes 

stuff. There’s a magic horn of plenty, and the goods and services just come 

from this magic horn of plenty, and if somebody has more stuff than some-

body else, it’s because they took more from the magic horn of plenty. Let 

me just break it to the fools out there: If you don’t make stuff, there’s no 

stuff. If you don’t make the food, if you don’t process the food, if you don’t 

transport the food, there’s no food. We’ve become detached from reality. 

You can’t just legislate money and solve these things. If you don’t make 

stuff, there is no stuff.”

The idea that the economy has to reopen as soon as possible isn’t just our 

opinion, it is an obvious and inescapable truth. Of course the virus is dan-

gerous. Of course we must move mountains to protect the most vulnerable 

in our society from it. But letting people work is the most important thing of 

all, because without work, there is no stuff — and there is no money. 

at his job? It appears that we need to re-
place not only Moreno but also his cronies 
on the board. 

Gary Feldstein, MD, Carmel

Moreno’s reluctance
Dear Editor,

As a retired West Point instructor, a 
small businessman, and a longtime Mon-
terey resident, I am dismayed by the re-
luctance of the Monterey County Health 
Officer, Dr. Edward Moreno, to explain his 
various county-wide mandates. Not only is 
he paid almost $1,000 a day to serve in his 
present role, arguably, he is also expected 
to function as a representative of the peo-
ple of Monterey County.

While no one can question his legal 
right to issue health-related mandates, it 
is fair to expect him to explain his rulings, 
given the impact that they have on those he 
serves. Apparently, in his own egocentric 
and narcissistic way, he believes that it is 
acceptable for others to accept his man-
dates simply because he says so. While 
“cuz” is a long-practiced manner of an-
swering questions when someone would 
prefer not to outline their reasoning, “cuz” 
doesn’t pay the bulldog in this instance.

As such, if a list exists of those individ-
uals who think Dr. Moreno’s reluctance is 
self-serving, please add my name to the 
list. If someone needs to know why, please 
tell them “cuz.”

James A. Peterson, Monterey

Time for leadership
Dear Editor,

Thank you so much for your timely up-
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L e t t e r s
to the Editor

‘Clueless or untouchable?’ 
Dear Editor,

I was pleased last week when Ed More-
no finally caved to public pressure and 
agreed to follow Gov. Newsom’s easing of 
restrictions. Unfortunately, I read the tran-
script of his May 8 press conference and 
was left with the distinct impression that 
Moreno is either clueless or simply be-
lieves that the current board of supervisors 
would never sack him for dereliction of du-
ties or gross incompetence. 

Moreno knew that the press conference, 
which he called, was an update on Covid 
and not some random discussion of salmo-
nella in chickens. In spite of that, he did 
not have even the basic information about 
hospitalizations, seriousness of cases, or 
even the readiness of hospitals to respond 
if his fantasy of us going from 250 case to 
33,000 in the next month were to material-
ize. He is obviously awesomely uniformed. 
What does he do all day long in his cushy 
$350K job? Moreno is making decisions 
that affect the lives of 434,000 residents of 
Monterey County, yet he professes not to 
know the basic inputs required to make an 
educated decision. 

This clearly begs the question: What is 
the relationship between our board of su-
pervisors and Ed Moreno? What motives 
would cause our elected board to tolerate 
a county health officer who is so out of 
touch with reality and totally incompetent 
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Real Estate Solutions
For When Needs Change.

Call 831.601.3320
AdamMoniz.com
DRE: 01885594

Mark Ryan
(831) 238.1498

MarkRyan@CarmelRealtyCompany.com 

DRE#01458945

Paul Brocchini
(831) 601.1620
PaulB@CarmelRealtyCompany.com 

DRE#00904451

BROCCHINI-RYAN
www.CarmelAbodes.com

REAL ESTATE IS  
OPENING BACK UP
To Get into the Action, Buying or Selling

Call Mark or Paul.

Experience Counts.

An art career kick-started by Mom
nobody else could see them.

Yolanda (then-Romero) left Santa Fe 
after high school to attend San Francisco 
College for Women, which offered sparse 
art curriculum, so she pursued a bachelor’s 
degree in Spanish, a major that took her to 
Valencia University in Spain for a summer 
semester.

“I went with my Spanish teacher and we 
spent a lot of time visiting very beautiful 

galleries, where I got to see 
the paintings of Francisco 
de Goya, Eduardo Arroyo, 
Joaquin Sarolla, and so 
many others,” she said. 

Her college years also 
were when she met Ronald 

Gurries, a pre-law student at San Francisco 
University. Yolanda and her roommate had 
slept through breakfast one Sunday, attend-
ed a late Mass at St. Ignatius Church, then 
wandered over to Mel’s Diner on Geary 
Street for lunch.

“These two college boys walked in. 
One of them had met my roommate the 
night before. He said, ‘Hey, I know one of 
those girls. Let’s go sit with them!’ Ronald 
was fairly shy in those days and said, ‘Oh, 
I dunno…’ But they sat down, and that’s 
where it all started for Ronald and me. 
We’ve been married for 60 years.”

Gurries considers herself to be largely 
a self-taught artist, favoring oils and soft 
pastels, specializing in plein air land-
scapes, still life, and portraits.

“I’ve never had a formal art education, 
but I’ve taken workshops from artists I ad-
mire,” she said. “I also have a very large 
collection of art books that I look at a lot, 
and I learn by practicing.

“I’d have to say that I developed my pal-
ette through trial and error,” Gurries added. 
“I’m always experimenting and I’m never 
afraid of failures. I’ve had a lot of those. I 

IF YOLANDA Gurries sells a painting, 
it’s often to a tourist who happens to stroll 
past her easel. She isn’t represented by a 
gallery. She has no website. If a friend ad-
mires her work, she’s been known to give 
it away, or let it go for a pittance. And, 
of course creations decorate the walls of 
many of her 27 grandchildren and 15 great 
grandkids.

“I’ve never been much of a self-pro-

moter. I’d much rather just go out and paint 
than spend time on the commercial part,” 
she said. “My mother was the same way.”

Her mom, Alicia Romero, was an art 
lover and collector in Santa Fe, a city re-
nowned for world-class artists and galler-
ies. Alicia became a painter herself after 
she retired from a professional and polit-
ical career that included two terms as New 
Mexico’s Secretary of State.

Conquistadors
“Her friend, Cleo Fernandez, who was 

the wife of a U.S. congressman, got her in-
terested, and the two of them came to visit 
me in Carmel,” Gurries said. “My daughter 
and I went out and painted with them all 
day, every day, for the whole week, and I 
loved it. That was probably 30 years ago, 
and I haven’t let go of my brush since.”

Alicia Romero never marketed her 
plein air landscapes, seascapes, and still 
lifes while she was alive, and never had a 
gallery, but some of her work wound up in 
New Mexico art museums after she died, 
Gurries said.

Gurries’ father, Miguel Antonio Rome-
ro, was a county sheriff, a motor-vehicle 
commissioner, a country clerk, a mayor, 
and a bit of a free spirit. 
A deep interest in geology 
made him an explorer in the 
jungles of Brazil and Mex-
ico.

“Ancestors on both sides 
of my family were conquis-
tadors,” she said. “A great 
uncle on my father’s side 
knew President Lincoln and 
helped found the Republi-
can Party. My father’s fam-
ily were founders of Las 
Vegas, N.M. as merchants 
and developers, and some 
were involved with starting 
the Santa Fe Trail.” 

Private gallery
Some of Gurries’ earli-

est memories are connect-
ed to art. Her first “studio,” 
when she was 5, was under 
the dining room table — a 
quiet, private hiding place 
where she could experi-
ment with her crayons and 
draw pictures. Her “gal-
lery” was also under the ta-
ble, and she would tape her 
creations to the wall where 

See GURRIES page 25A

Yolanda Gurries at a 2019 exhibit of her paintings at the Solis 
Winery at Vanni Estate Vineyard in Gilroy. 

PHOTO BY CLAUDIA CASILLAS

Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase 
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

life they could, along with unconditional 
love. He enjoyed puzzles, word searches 
and playing chess.

He observed that race 
made less of a difference 
when he lived in rural 
areas. “It was tobacco 
farming. We had to work 
together for a common 
cause.” But still, he won-
dered, “Why do people 
treat me differently be-
cause of the color of my 
skin?”

Nevertheless, he set 
goals. By the time he 
was 33, Sivils said, he 
planned to be financially 
secure and have a family 
with three children. He 
would have two boys, 
with a daughter in the 
middle, he thought.

He attended vocational school to learn 
to fix radios and televisions, and, with high 
scores on his military aptitude tests, he 
enlisted in the Army. He planned to learn 
more about electronics, and then get out 
and work for the phone company. But on 
the eve of his swearing-in, he was bitten by 
a brown recluse spider and fell ill, and the 
inscrutable military powers-that-were de-
cided to reclassify him to work on missile 
systems.

Finding common ground
It wasn’t his plan, but Sivils did well. 

He met Cardis, a medic who became his 
wife of 34 years. He also honed his person-
al communication skills, something he’d 
started as a child. “I had to learn to be ex-
troverted, because being introverted invited 
people to pick on me,” he said.

He sought common ground with people 
he’d just met. “I just kept ex-
panding my network, then I 
had friends to vouch for me 
when I met new people,” he 
said.

When he got out of the 
Army after an assignment 

at Fort Ord, he decided to stay here — the 
weather was just too nice. He took a job 
as a respite worker at the Kinship Center, 
giving breaks to foster parents. “It helped 
heal me to be there for other kids. I always 
wondered what I would have been like if I 
had had a father,” said Sivils.

The couple’s daughter, Domineque, 
was born. Cardis became a physician’s as-
sistant, and Sivils started his job with the 
county’s office of education.

In 2017, County supervisor John Philips 
appointed him to the Monterey County Ac-
tion Commission.

According to its website, the commis-
sion “advises the Board of Supervisors 
on issues related to poverty in Monterey 
County, and administers funding related to 
services for low-income people.” Those in-
clude things like the Food Bank, organiza-
tions that provide shelter and so on. Sivils 
is the group’s chair.

Sticks, stones, names ... and a 
wayto look beyond all of them

EVERETT SIVILS wasn’t planning to 
be home from school quite this early in the 
year. Since 1996, he’s worked at the Monte-
rey County Office of Educa-
tion as a behavioral special-
ist, helping autistic children 
in elementary schools and 
working with those with 
emotional or learning issues 
in middle school.

With the shelter-in-place 
order, he can’t sit down with 
the kids — who come from 
all over Monterey County — 
but instead meets with them 
online to help them finish the 
school year. Somehow, he 
keeps managing to find the 
bright side. “I’m extremely 
grateful and honored to be in 
a position of service to hu-
manity,” he wrote in a recent 
email.

Is that kind of attitude inborn or learned? 
Nobody really knows, but Sivil’s ability to 
remain positive in the face of challenges 
first became evident when he was growing 
up in Louisville, Ky., in the 1960s and mid-
1970s. On the first day of fifth grade, Sivils 
was full of optimism and excitement.

He boarded a bus and watched his 
neighborhood fade from view as they rode 
into a very different part of town. It didn’t 
take long to figure out he and his class-
mates weren’t welcome.

“There was a big old crowd and flash-
ing lights. Police were in riot gear and had 
shotguns that looked as big as I was,” he 
recalled.

Sivils was the oldest kid in his family — 
he said he was born when his mom was 14 
years old, give or take, and didn’t meet his 
father until he was 17. Sivils stood out ear-
ly as a leader among local kids. The driv-

er, Mr. Denning, made him head of safety 
patrol.

That normally meant getting off the bus 
first to help everyone else, but during de-
segregation, even as late as 1974, it also 
meant making sure the other kids kept their 
heads down at traffic lights or stop signs, 
where people gathered to hurl bottles or 
rocks.

The power of words
That first day, the grownups took their 

anxious new students into an auditorium, 
where a white teacher reassured them, “We 
don’t all feel the same way.”

“Something bubbled up inside me,” 
Sivils said. “It felt good.” It also was an 
experience of the power of teachers and 
words to change lives.

Sivils was moved among aunts’ homes 
and his grandmother’s house within about 
a 30-mile radius, attending nine different 
schools before graduating. He said his 
family worked hard to give him the best 

Everett Sivils

See SIVILS page 25A

Great Lives
By ELAINE HESSER
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History Beat
By NEAL HOTELLING

We can help you meet community needs. 
 

831.375.9712  |   |

You can help. 100% of donations will support  
nonprofits assisting local individuals and families.

cfmco.org/COVIDRelief

$1.9 million granted.  
The need is great.

Community Human Services

COVID-19 Relief Fund

NOW ACCEPTING PATIENTS AT OUR 
NEW LOCATION IN MONTEREY!

Christian Flickner, O.D.    |   Jennell Bockenstedt, O.D. 
Maureen Hong, O.D.    |   James Flickner, O.D.

700 Cass Street, Suite 101
Monterey, California 93940

831.641.7252 tel
831.424.4994 fax

48 West Romie Lane
Salinas, California 93901

831.424.0834 tel
831.424.4994 fax

271 Reservation Road, Suite 202
Marina, California 93933

831.384.6800 tel 
831.384.6802 fax

the street between Mission and San Carlos 
only had eight lots: 1-8 of Block 77. Later 
writers had referenced White’s “fact,” but 
offered no new information. So, I filed it.

When I began researching Manzanita 
Hall earlier this year, I came to learn it be-
gan as Carmel Hall in the mid-1890s on the 

southwest corner of Ocean 
and Mission — Lots 1 and 
2 of Block 77. Still, Foster 
did not immediately come 
to mind. 

As I dug deeper into that 
story, I discovered an odd 

series of real estate transactions. In De-
cember 1905, Mrs. Elizabeth A. Foster sold 
Lots 1-8 of Block 77 to Perry Tyhurst, a 
San Jose-based real estate broker. This then 
led the group that built Carmel Hall to in-
corporate in June 1906 as the Carmel Hall 
Association. Then, on Sept. 22, Tyhurst 
sold Lots 1 and 2 to the association, which, 
on the same day, sold the lots to Carmel 
Development Co. 

Donated property
The 1905 sale brought me back to the 

Foster rabbit hole, but now with a name. 
Who was she, and how did she come to 

Not all rabbit holes lead to Wonderland — some end up right here
WHEN RESEARCHING history, 

one often stumbles across an item that isn’t 
necessarily relevant to a current project but 
is nevertheless intriguing. One can ignore 
it, file it for later, or take it down a rabbit 
hole and see where it leads. I tend to fa-
vor the last option, but if that doesn’t lead 

anywhere, I file it. I rarely just ignore an 
item. Today’s column stemmed from such 
a random item.

A year ago, when I was digging into 
the origins of Carmel, I found an intrigu-
ing item in Emil White’s 1961 magazine 
on Carmel-by-the Sea: “In 1902, 10 lots 
on the south side of Ocean between Mis-
sion and San Carlos were purchased by 
Mrs. E.A. Foster of Monroe, Michigan, 
for $1,000. Mrs. Foster, incidentally, was 
a Negro. Carmel from the first has been 
wonderfully free of race prejudice.”  

With only initials, a search for more on 
Foster led nowhere, although I did note that 

own the land under a men’s club? I could 
find nothing that connects Foster to Car-
mel, other than that over the years, she 
bought and sold other property in Carmel. 

In 1909 she even donated two lots on 
San Carlos for the Sunset School and sold 
two more lots to the school district in 1915. 

A key find was in a March 1923 Pine 
Cone item where J.F. Devendorf had filed 
a petition for letters of administration on 
Foster “who died in July 1921 in Michigan, 
leaving Carmel property valued at $6,000.”

Escaped slaves
With a name and a date, I went into 

genealogy mode. Foster’s July 12, 1921, 
death certificate identified that she was a 
mulatto, born in Canada on Feb. 11, 1848. 
Her father was William H. Butler, orig-
inally from South Carolina. Her mother 
was Ann Calvert, a native of England. The 
1880 Census for Monroe showed she was 
married to J.W. Foster, who ran a livery sta-
ble, and that they had four daughters, ages 
9, 7, 3 and 1, the first three born in Canada. 
Records showed that her husband, James, 
died in July 1900. This made her a widow 
in her mid-50s when she began buying 
property in Carmel.

The Monroe County Historical Society 
led me to the background that makes Car-
mel’s mystery woman worthy of a column.

Foster’s father was an escaped slave, 
who made his way to Canada via the un-
derground railroad. Her mother was edu-
cated in England under a guardianship af-
ter her mother died. Calvert was brought to 
Canada in 1829 at age 17 by her guardian. 
Foster’s parents married in 1832 and raised 
10 children on a homestead near Amherst-
burg, Ontario, only about 20 miles north-
east, via Lake Erie, from Monroe, Mich.

Foster’s husband was also the son of an 
escaped slave and a white mother. His par-
ents ran a livery, a stage line and a hotel at 
Amherstburg. In 1861, just their livestock 
and carriages were valued at $8,000. They 

also owned substantial property. Despite 
their affluence, repeated petitions they 
made to have their children educated in the 
white school failed.

The book, “Notable Black Women, 
Book II,” (1996) provides a biographical 
sketch of the Fosters’ eldest daughter, Myr-
tle. It indicates that when James and Eliz-
abeth Foster arrived in Monroe, they had 
cash and the know-how to thrive in their 
new surroundings. The Foster family was 
also included in a 1978 doctoral thesis by 
James DeVries, on the black experience in 
the city of Monroe. He surmised that the 
Fosters denied their African heritage and 
lived as if they were members of the white 
majority. 

This appears to be born out in the cen-
sus records, which in 1880 recorded the 
family as black, but in 1900 as white.

Foster herself was the subject of a bi-
ographical sketch in a 1913 book on Mon-
roe County by J.M. Buckley. It discusses 
her mother, but not her father, indicating 
only her English heritage. Foster remained 
on the family homestead she built with her 
husband and remained active in the Baptist 
church, where her husband had been a dea-
con. Buckley noted that her husband had 
owned a lot of real estate and that, since his 
death, she had “ably managed his affairs.”

Sunset Center
Managing those affairs apparently led 

to two decades of investing in Carmel real 
estate, an aspect of her life that remains 
a mystery. In November 1923, the court, 
acting on Devendorf’s petition, confirmed 
sales of seven lots on San Carlos (part of 
the Sunset Center complex) to the school 
district, and four lots between 12th and 
13th and Dolores and San Carlos to Arthur 
McGinty. This closed out Foster’s local in-
terests, and now you know that non-locals 
saw Carmel real estate as a good invest-
ment more than a century ago.  

Next week: The story of Manzanita Hall.

The original Sunset 
School opened in 
1910 on San Carlos 
Street. Two of the four 
lots needed were 
donated by Elizabeth 
Foster of Monroe, 
Mich.  Frank Powers 
donated the other 
two.   

PHOTO/COURTESY 
PAT HATHAWAY
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Curbside car service at our office in Ryan Ranch is available
by appointment. Call (831) 648-3777 for more information.

CURBSIDE
IMMUNIZATIONS

Convenience and Minimal Contact

During the pandemic, VNA Community 
Services continues to provide convenient 
curbside vaccinations with minimal contact.
VNA Immunization Clinic Still Serving Patients.

This service is especially important to the following individuals

• Pregnant women and immediate family who need a Tdap shot to protect the baby against whooping cough.

• Employees who need the Hepatitis A & B vaccine in order to work in a high-risk environment

• College-bound teens who need meningococcal vaccine for the fall

• Vaccines (shingles and pneumonia) to protect  our older community members

• By contract "Return to Work" services to assist with on-site screenings and policy design

SHINGLES VACCINE
AVAILABLE

200 Glenwood Cir | Monterey, CA 93940 | PacificaParkLane.comRCFE: 275294322

As president of his Rotary club, Sivils had to select a 
theme for his term of office. Unsurprisingly, he picked ser-
vices for children. 

And most recently, the 55-year-old Salinas resident 
joined the board of Partnership for Children, a group that 
helps youngsters with life-threatening conditions in Mon-
terey, Santa Cruz and San Benito counties by providing 
transportation and money.

SIVILS
From page 23A

just keep trying and I persevere.”
A pivotal decision for Gurries, she said, was joining the 

Monterey Bay Plein Air Painters Association (of which 
she is a signature member), through which she has met 
numerous like-minded people.

“It was so exhilarating for me to have people to paint 
with, and I still go out with several different groups. 
There’s a group called Local Color that I’m with once a 
week, and I also try to paint with (Carmel Art Association 
artist) Mark Farina on Mondays.”

Gurries and her husband live south of Rio Road, near 
Garrapata Creek, and she said her surroundings keep her 
inspired. Although she’s traveled extensively throughout 
the world, she believes the Central Coast is unmatched in 
its beauty and climate.

“Every time I go outside, it feels like a lesson. I feel 
like I’ve been taught something by the subtle little changes 
of nature,” said Gurries, who has taught art to many of her 
grandchildren. “For me, it’s a form of meditation, as well 
as a form of learning.”

Contact information for Gurries and a few images of 
her artwork can be found on the Valle del Sur Art Guild 
website at vdsart.org/yolandagurries.

GURRIES
From page 23A

He has empathy for those that group serves. He and 
Cardis lost Domineque to illness about a year ago, just 
after her 18th birthday. “It gave me a great appreciation 
for time,” he said simply, expressing gratitude for the time 
they had.

And, when last summer was over, he went back to 
working with children. That’s simple, too.

“People didn’t give up on me, so who am I to give up 
on anyone?” Helping others, he said, brings a joy he can’t 
describe.

Know someone whose life of accomplishment or adven-
ture would make interesting reading? Please suggest them 
for Great Lives by emailing elaine@carmelpinecone.com.

AFRP 
ADOPTION 
CENTERS

Nellie is a loyal and affectionate older dog that loves 
spending time with people. While mellow in the house, 
Nellie is bright and energetic on her daily walks. She’s 
a healthy dog that takes a daily medication for arthri-
tis. She’s good with easygoing dogs, but needs a home 
with no cats. 

Happy Companion!Happy Companion!
9 Years

65 Pounds

Pit Bull Mix

BESTBEST
HouseHouse

CleaningCleaning  

‘16, ‘17, ‘18
‘16, ‘17, ‘18

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced
• Professional

Offering a personal 
and friendly touch

for 30 years.

BONDED
HOUSECLEANING

SPECIALISTS
626-4426

TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

Bella Boxer

If you’d like to meet Bella, please fill out 
an online adoption questionnaire.

WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-718-9122
Ad Sponsored by 
Carolyn Jacques 

in memory of Margo
(If you’d like to sponsor 

our next ad, give us a call.)

If you’re looking for an angel on 

earth, look no further. Bella Boxer 

is a beautiful 10-year-old with a 

sweet soul. She loves to snuggle, 

give you kisses and admire you 

when you’re eating. 

Her person sadly has dementia 

and could no longer care for her. 

She will make any lucky person a 

wonderful companion
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“God is love.”
— The Bible

“DIVINE LOVE 
ALWAYS HAS MET AND ALWAYS WILL 

MEET EVERY HUMAN NEED.”
— Science and Health

Please join us by phone Sunday 

morning @ 10 and Wednesday evening 

@ 7 for music, prayer and readings 

from the Bible and the Christian 

Science textbook “Science and Health 

with key to the Scriptures”

by Mary Baker Eddy. 

Phone 1-346-248-7799.

If prompted, add meeting ID

502 841 2746#

 

dates on what county personnel are saying about the coro-
navirus and what they will or won’t allow citizens to do.

I’m struck once again by an apparent lack of mean-
ingful questions coming from our county supervisors as 
county staff members deliver dire predictions about how 
the virus will present in Monterey County. Last month 
we had Ed Moreno’s prediction of 33,000 infections with 
not one question coming from one supervisor about how 
he arrived at his figures, and today Gerry Malais’ predic-
tion that the surge in virus cases will hit Monterey Coun-
ty in late summer or fall without saying exactly why. Not 
one supervisor wanted to know? In a whole board full of 
elected representatives who usually display a fondness for 
hearing their own voices, not one of them could think of a 
single question that might help the residents of the county 
understand what we’re facing? 

I’ve got lots of questions for every level of county ad-
ministration about why people here are being forced into 
penury to cope with a contagion that seems largely to strike 
densely populated areas elsewhere. Does anyone working 
for the citizens of Monterey County understand that their 
announcements, directives and legally enforceable orders 
to the people living here have to be sold to the people? If 
we are to save ourselves and everyone around us by doing 
what we are told, we really have to believe in our leader-
ship. At one point I understood that 70 percent of county 
residents were abiding by the Health Department’s orders. 
That’s an amazingly high level of cooperation consider-
ing the personal cost of compliance and the pitiful level 
of leadership evidenced by county officials, but it will not 
last if we the people are not convinced that those in charge 
know what they’re doing and the sacrifice we’re making is 
really necessary.

I heard yesterday on KAZU news that some 60,000 
migrant fieldworkers will be coming to Monterey Coun-
ty by late summer to help with the harvest. Already, farm 
workers suffer more from coronavirus here than any other 
group in Monterey County. Is that what Malais is thinking 

LETTERS
From page 22A

about when he predicts a surge in virus cases about the 
same time? If that’s it, are growers creating safer working 
conditions and housing to prevent their essential workers 
from being the epicenter of a swell in corona cases? If 
there were ever a time for transparency and clarity in gov-
ernment and some semblance of leadership from the board 
of supervisors, this is it.

Jon Blades, Monterey

Shutdown has accomplished nothing
Dear Editor,

My wife and I have a second home in Carmel and read 
The Pine Cone religiously. Your recent editorials regarding 
the health department orders that have effectively closed 
the local economy are right on point. 

I am an attorney and have used expert witnesses in lit-
igation matters for years. The difficulty with any expert is 
that there is great knowledge and experience with matters 
within the particular expertise and often no knowledge 
or understanding whatsoever of the unanticipated conse-
quences of the practical application of the expert’s opinion 
to real life experience. 

It should have been patently obvious that an econom-
ic shutdown of any substantial duration was unsustain-
able. When faced with the choice of exposure to a virus 
which might threaten health and well being or having no 
job prospects or money to deal with pressing immediate 
concerns for basic family needs, it should be apparent that 
few would opt for economic death against potential health 
threats to physical well-being. As always, it all depends on 
exactly how one is positioned. If you’re retired, with social 
security and some pension, and you’re in the potentially 
most at-risk group, then a complete closure of the econo-
my is the only acceptable course of action. For such per-
sons, the closure orders are merely an annoyance.  But for 
a young family with immediate economic needs and re-
quirements and general good health, the closure represents 
an unacceptable risk and exposure to the lack of basic 
monies on which to live, with a potential loss of career. 

The threat of virus has hardly disappeared due simply 
to a widespread partial closure of the economy for a period 
of a few weeks. It will still exist whether the closure orders 
are lifted tomorrow or next month. Ineffective governmen-

tal action is far worse than no action at all. At the end of 
the day, the economy must re-open regardless of the health 
theat.  This immediate and immense closure has merely 
made the economic situation worse without accomplishing 
anything of real lasting value.  

Dave Bowie, Carmel

‘Economic devastation’
Dear Editor,

We’ve been had! America has been sold downriver by 
the overblown reaction to the virus. The American people 
are more willing than ever to abdicate their freedom in ex-
change for a nebulous sense of security. This despite the 
economic devastation sure to follow in the wake of virus 
hysteria. This despite tossing future generations under the 
bus in regards to liberty, health and continuance of our na-
tion. This despite current panic overshadowing reasoned 
comparisons to death-dealing happenstances of the last 
hundred years. It is as if we have forgotten the American 
resilience and fortitude that stood firm in the face of far 
worse circumstances.

This nation cannot now avoid the economic devastation 
— it is something we will have to live with. How we meet 
this real crisis will determine the well being, possibly even 
the very existence, of our children and grandchildren. We 
must accept a more austere lifestyle, repudiate the irre-
sponsibility of our debt-financed government foolishness, 
and think now only of those young and those yet unborn 
to whom we owe the legacy of a strong and self-reliant 
heritage. Protect yourselves, but buck up and be willing to 
take your chances so that future generations might have a 
chance to live as we have. 

Richard S. Hellam, Seaside

A power grab?
Dear Editor,

Was the deliberate over statement of the Covid-19 virus 
threat to Monterey County an excuse for a power grab? Cer-
tainly, the virus is a very serious issue, but did Dr. Moreno 
and the board of supervisors elevate it to a faux crisis, in 
order to grant themselves far-reaching powers? 

Or was it motivated by an ideological agenda? As I 
survey the economic and emotional carnage to date, from 
our unnecessarily over-zealous local lockdown, Monterey 
County looks more like Venezuela. 

 Either way, the pandemic has worked out pretty well 
for them. As is always the case, the common characteris-
tic of those adopting dictatorial attitudes is a regular pay-
check — mostly excessive and taxpayer borne — which 
frees them from the psychological and economic disrup-
tion they are imposing on the citizens. 

Joe Tarantino, Carmel

‘Banging heads’
Dear Editor,

The definition of insanity is doing the same thing over 
and over and expecting a different result. Another relevant 
quote is, “Never attempt to teach a pig to whistle; it wastes 
your time and annoys the pig.

It is time to try something new in the county besides 
trying to convince Moreno to change. Where are the coun-
ty supervisors in this debate about opening the county? 
Don’t they have a vested interest in the financial success of 
the community? Who hired Moreno and do they have the 
authority to fire him?

Let’s stop banging our heads against the brick wall and 
find a way around it.

Jim Lerdal, Carmel

‘Successful containment’
Dear Editor,

After reading the editorial and letters to the editor of the 
May 8 edition of this paper, I realize I may be swimming 
against the tide of published public opinion.

Continues next page

Lincoln & 7th, Carmel by the Sea
831.624.3550 | www.churchofthewayfarer.com

Church in the Forest

at Stevenson School, Pebble Beach

While we shelter, listen at

a multi-denominational church
The Rev. Joanne Swenson, Th.D. 

Senior Minister

www.churchintheforest.org
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Sunday Service ~ 10:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer ~ Weekdays 9 a.m.

Centering Prayer ~ Thursdays 5:30 p.m.

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church)

Worship Service Message:

‘Church at the Breakfast Table’

Pastor Luke Ham

Worship Service Message:

‘Our Words Matter’

Pastor Luke Ham
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Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH

to advertise in the 
Carmel Pine Cone worship section
email anne@carmelpinecone.com

or call (831) 274-8654 

Saint John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Church
Services: Saturday Vespers from 5 p.m.

Sunday Matins from 8:30 a.m. followed by 
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy.

Lincoln and 9th Street, Carmel by the Sea (entrance from Lincoln). 
(408) 605-0621 or fatherion@gmail.com
Full schedule: www.stjohn-monterey.org

Christian Science Church
Downtown Carmel between 5th and 6th, 

the Church on Monte Verde, the Reading Room on Lincoln
No onsite church services or Reading Room 

hours during SIP order.
See our ad or christiansciencecarmel.org for phone-in services

All Saints’ Episcopal Church

www.carmelmission.orgwww.carmelmission.org

Worship With Us This Sixth Sunday of Easter, 
May 17, 2020 

10 a.m. Online at:
ChurchoftheWayfarer/Worship.....
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groups, but the draconian measures are no longer sensible. 
Rick Verbanec, Pebble Beach

Weekly protests
Dear Editor,

The citizens of Monterey County are not willing to al-
low the draconian action of Ed Moreno, which denies the 
citizens of their constitutional rights and privileges and 
thereby creates a totalitarian economic shut down of our 
area. This action by the county health officer is tantamount 
to creating a communist government control of our free-
doms. These freedoms are granted to Americans by the 
Constitution and were designed to curb the abuse of power 
by government leaders.

We demand the immediate reinstatement of these con-
stitutional rights in Monterey County, and thereby return 
our economy and lives to normalcy. This includes allowing 
citizens to go back to work and pay their bills, protecting 
the health of our family members who need medical care 
and surgeries, preventing the loss of property and loss of 
businesses, protecting our constitutional right to assemble 
and worship in churches, and removing the shelter-in-
place order and allowing citizens to exercise in gyms and 
at outdoor sports fields and facilities.

To bring attention to the above needs of the citizens, on-
going peaceful vigils will be held in Monterey every Fri-
day from 1 to 3 p.m. at the corner of Fremont and El Estero 
Streets until all county restrictions have been removed.

As in the words inscribed on our hallowed Liberty Bell: 
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the in-
habitants thereof.” Leviticus 25:10

Alexander Holodiloff, Pacific Grove

Why not libraries?
Dear Editor,

Now that bookstores are able to reopen with curbside 
service, why can’t our local libraries do the same? Librar-
ies around the country, from Newport Beach here in Cali-
fornia to Rochester, Minn., are doing just that — offering 
curbside pickup of holds placed by their patrons. I realize 
our libraries are offering electronic resources, but for many 
of us, nothing will ever take the place of a book we can 
hold in our hands and turn the pages. As the saying goes, 
“Libraries will get you through times of no money better 
than money will get you through times of no libraries.”

Joyce Krieg, Pacific Grove
Wake up!
Dear Editor,

We are a county whose lifeblood is tourism and agri-
culture. Our area has been revered by many poets, calling 

I will readily agree that our county is blessed with low 
rates of infection and mortality from Covid-19. I am very 
thankful for these numbers and think that they are not by 
accident but are a result of state and local policy directives. 

I will also agree that the communication skills of our 
local health director aren’t the best; he clearly lacks the 
eloquence of our governor. 

The predicted projections and models made in March 
regarding this outbreak were all over the board; this was 
seen on the national, state and local level. 

Our county health director has really only two options: 
He can follow the state guidelines or be more restrictive. 
With our county’s favorable numbers, there seems to be no 
reason for being more restrictive. From my vantage point, 
the health director seems to be following the state guide-
lines almost to the letter. 

Carmel has changed a lot since I moved there in 1950. 
At that time, nearly all of the homes were occupied full-
time by permanent residents. That is no longer the case. 
An aggressive relaxation of “shelter in place” beyond the 
state guidelines would introduce more vectors of infection 
from the San Francisco area and Los Angeles by those who 
have second homes here.

Being impatient and upset over a slower than desired 
reopening of businesses from this virus is actually a luxury 
we should all be thankful for. It is only possible because of 
successful containment. Consider the alternative; look at 
the disappointments shared by many municipalities in the 
eastern United States over an under-aggressive approach 
that resulted in over run hospital systems and unnecessary 
deaths.

Michael Clark, Pacific Grove

Hospitalizations count
Dear Editor,

Why is the health department and media so eager to 
report, and emphasize as if it’s the most meaningful data, 
the number of cases of Covid-19? After all, the rise in the 
number of cases will eventually reach to the U.S. popula-
tion of 300 million-plus unless a vaccine is created and 
made available to everybody. That’s not news. The import-
ant news is the current number of Covid-19 patients in the 
hospital and how that curve is progressing. We shut down 
our economy because that number was feared to be headed 
beyond our capacity. That appears to no longer be the case 
so the rationale for the drastic economic sacrifice has all 
but evaporated. The crisis is not over and continued vigi-
lance may require further throttling of activity for various 

it among other things, “the greatest meeting of land and 
water in the world.” Like it or not, our survival depends on 
people visiting, engaging in all manner of recreation and 
commerce. The longer we remain strictly sheltered and 

From previous page

See MORE LETTERS page 10RE

help the area reopen. “This is something we have to learn 
to live with. It can be managed and done safely. One hun-
dred percent of the people here have been very conscien-
tious and cooperative.”

Besides getting back on the road, Mullally said, “I re-
ally want to go swimming again.” Meanwhile, there are 
long hikes at Palo Colorado to keep the dog busy and work 
off nightly indulgences — ice cream and other desserts — 
that are not part of the couple’s usual routine.

Nearby, Pat Parrish works as a realtor with Coldwell 
Banker in Carmel. “I’ve been selling here for 40 years,” 
she said. She’s weathered the ups and downs of the market 
before, and is adjusting to the shifting rules for showing 
properties, many of them right in her neighborhood.

“I can ride my bike to some of my listings,” she said. 
Parrish moved to Hacienda Carmel about five years ago 
and loves it. But, she said, like many other residents, she 
really misses pickleball.

Parrish called the game — played with paddles on a 
tennis court — “the most fun sport I’ve ever played.” She 
added, “It will be the very first thing I’ll do,” when restric-
tions are eased.

She’s a little conflicted over how quickly things should 
reopen. “We have to be really smart about this. I feel hor-
rible for small businesses, but I’m terrified we’ll have a 
second wave of the virus.”

In the meantime, she’s taken to grooming her dogs her-
self — a task she usually pays someone else to do. She 
FaceTimes with her grandchildren every day and reported 
that one granddaughter, 13, has gotten into birdwatching 
at her home in Portland, Ore. Since Parrish also enjoys the 
hobby, the two have been sharing their sightings.

Parrish also said she likes riding her bicycle and taking 
long walks, enjoying the scenery, and said the community 
dining room is still putting out “fabulous food,” which is 
delivered to her home.

And, as Mullally noted, “Strawberry season is always a 
treat. It’s the little things that keep spirits up.”

HACIENDA
From page 10A
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PEBBLE BEACH

Stone Hollow
1456RIATA.COM

$5,895,000

CARMEL HIGHLANDS

Best Oceanfront Value
36654HIGHWAY1.COM

$4,499,000

PEBBLE BEACH

Last Opportunities to Build Your Dream Home on Pebble Beach Golf Links
3414SEVENTEENMILE.COM  |  3418SEVENTEENMILE.COM

$12,000,000  |   $10,000,000

PEBBLE BEACH  |  NEW PRICE

Frontline MPCC
3124HACIENDA.COM

$3,200,000

PEBBLE BEACH

Ocean View Estate
1565RIATA.COM

$9,950,000
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