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Golfers who have been 
barred from playing for 
the past month due to a 
shelter-in-place order that 
shut down Monterey Penin-
sula courses celebrated in 
the sunshine this week as 
they returned to play the 
game in a new, socially 
distant way. Everyone is 
still allowed to cheer a 
great shot off the 7th Tee 
at Pebble Beach, though. 
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Golf makes a glorious return at a dozen courses

“We’re obviously ecstatic to be open,” said Mike Sharp, 
CEO of CourseCo, the company that operates the Laguna 
Seca Golf Ranch and Pacific Grove Golf Links. “Since we 
announced that we were opening, our phones have rung 
nonstop. The residents are excited to come back.”

While the order relaxed the rules on golf, it still forbids 
traveling into or out of the county except for “essential” 
reasons, so generally, it’s locals who are playing, though 
it’s questionable how a prohibition against visiting golfers 
can be enforced.

“The tee times that are being played at both Pacific 
Grove and Laguna Seca have been inundated with res-
idents, and we have seen more people walking than we 
have in the past,” Sharp said, observing that many tourists 
prefer to ride in carts. “Because of the restrictions on the 

n ‘Our phones have rung nonstop’ 

By MARY SCHLEY

GOLFERS RETURNED to the grass at several Mon-
terey Peninsula courses Monday, as soon as county health 
officer Dr. Ed Moreno’s new order, which relaxed restric-
tions on some activities, took effect. After a month of 
being shut down, courses were allowed to reopen as long 
as the operators and their customers follow more than a 
dozen safety protocols, including paying for rounds before 
they play and not touching the flagstick that’s typically lift-
ed out of the hole when a player is preparing to putt.

“I want to thank the members of the golf industry who 
got together so we could discuss ways to safely operate 
and maintain social distancing,” Moreno said at a media 
briefing Friday.

See FARMERS page 10A

Governor gives 
businesses hope but 
Moreno takes it away

By KELLY NIX and MARY SCHLEY

WHILE GOV. Gavin Newsom this week talked about 
relaxing shelter-in-place rules for certain businesses, 
Monterey County health officer Dr. Ed Moreno Wednes-
day offered no indication he would further ease the restric-
tions and presented a list of conditions that would need to 
be met before that happens.

Newsom said starting Friday the state would begin the 
second phase of the state’s stay-home order, allowing some 
lower-risk businesses, including florists, clothing stores, 
bookstores and sporting goods shops, to reopen for curb-
side pickup. 

But on Wednesday, Moreno laid out a set of “indicators 
of readiness to release restrictions” in the county, includ-
ing a stable number of hospitalized coronavirus patients 
“from day to day across the county,” “sufficient hospital 
capacity” to cope with a surge of cases that might result 
from a relaxation of shelter in place, “sufficient testing” 
to make sure any new cases can be quickly identified and 
isolated, “adequate capacity to do the contact investiga-
tions” for new cases, and that “our healthcare facilities 
have enough PPE to protect our healthcare workers from 
getting exposed from Covid” while at work.

Newsom and state health and human services chief Dr. 
Mark Ghaly Thursday outlined similar requirements that 
would need to be met before counties relax restrictions. 
Moreno didn’t make it clear whether his requirements 
would follow the state’s or would be more restrictive. He 
also didn’t quantify what “sufficient” means and how 
much personal protective gear would be adequate, and 
how long he estimates it would take to meet the conditions.

Getting ready
Based on the governor’s announcements and hope, Tess 

Calhoon, owner of Lloyd’s Shoes, said she spent time this 
week removing some of the furniture from her high-end 
Ocean Avenue shop and measuring to ensure customers 
could be inside while still keeping a safe distance from 
each other — if she is, in fact, allowed to have customers 
inside at all.

“It’s hard, because we’re waiting to see if we’re going to 
reopen Friday,” she said Wednesday. “But then I’m hear-
ing it might be curbside only, but that’s not really going 
to work for us. It’s hard if the customer can’t try on the 
shoes.”

CounCil Cuts Capital 
projeCts, prepares for 
more slashing

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH A major drop in revenues this fiscal year, 
which ends June 30, and an anticipated $4.2 million de-
cline next year, the city council on Tuesday made quick 
work of a list of more than 40 capital projects, cutting all 
but two.

“It’s a horrible time — it’s a horrible recommendation,” 
city administrator Chip Rerig said of his suggestion to de-
fund all but the most critical capital projects in order to 
funnel more cash toward operations, mostly salaries and 
benefits. Due to the coronavirus shutdown, and business 
coming to a standstill as a result, much of the city’s cash-
flow has dried up.

“We can push out every capital project to future years, 
when we can hope to be in better financial straits,” he said.

Of the 11 projects yet to be completed this year, the 
council opted only to continue with putting a new roof on 
the Scout House — work for which a contract has already 
been signed. Council members chose to defund the rest, 
slated to cost around $2.44 million, including the long an-
ticipated renovation of the police station, reconstruction 

arugula, wine grapes, celery, cilantro, cabbage, artichokes 
and lemons. 

The survey was conducted between April 20 and 24, 
with 186 vegetable and berry growers contacted by the ag 
commissioner’s office. The survey had a response rate of 
a 62 percent. 

Gonzales called the survey a “preliminary look” at the 
effects the coronavirus crisis is having on the ag industry. 
The data, he said, would forecast what’s to become of the 
industry in the future. 

“A final tally of losses will not be possible until the 
Covid-19 pandemic passes,” he said.

Sixty percent of those surveyed, Gonzales said, report-
ed low demand from the food service industry in a satu-
rated market. 

“Changes to the marketplace since the Covid-19 shel-
ter-in-place orders have jeopardized the ability of many 

County farmers report losses up to 90 percent
By KELLY NIX

NEARLY 2,100 acres of fruits and vegetable crops in 
Monterey County were lost or not planted because of the 
coronavirus, and nearly 20 percent of farmers plowed their 
crops into the ground because of a big drop in demand, 
according to the results of a grim new survey released by 
the county ag commissioner’s office.

The results, presented by commissioner Henry Gonza-
les, paint a dire picture of the Monterey County ag indus-
try. Apart from 2,093 acres lost, the preliminary figures 
also indicate that 39 percent of the farmers who responded 
to the survey had losses ranging from 5 percent to a dev-
astating 90 percent. 

Crops farmers plowed under because of a lack of con-
sumer demand were lettuce, broccoli, spinach, cauliflower, 

See ATTACK page 10A

Police nab suspect in 
brutal Scenic attack

By MARY SCHLEY

POLICE QUICKLY identified the man they believe 
brutally beat and sexually assaulted a woman in the drive-
way of her vacation home in the area of Scenic and 13th 
Monday morning and took him into custody Thursday af-
ternoon, Carmel Police Chief Paul Tomasi told The Pine 
Cone.

The attack occurred just before 7 a.m. May 4, while the 
victim, a 61-year-old female, was loading items into her 
car parked in the driveway. She was approached by a man 
witnesses later described as Hispanic and fairly short and 
heavy, and he “blocked her between her vehicle and the 
house and told her to be quiet,” Tomasi said.

“The suspect then began to punch the victim several 
times in the face and head, knocking her to the ground,” 
after which he got on top of her, sexually assaulted her and 

See CUTS page 17ASee FLANDERS page 10A

Flanders saga continues 
as curatorship talks end

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER NEARLY a year and multiple sessions of 
closed-door negotiations with Trish and Les Albiol that 
consumed hundreds of hours of staff time, the city’s efforts 
to install them as curators in the aging Flanders Mansion 
ended Monday, with both sides at an impasse.

“Regarding Flanders Mansion, the city is going to dis-
continue negotiations with Les Albiol and Patricia Albiol 
at their request,” city attorney Brian Pierik announced at 
Tuesday’s city council meeting. “The council will be con-
sidering what options exist for Flanders Mansion as time 
permits.”

In October 2018, the city council decided to deal with 

See GOLF page 15A

See BUSINESSES page 14A


