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SBA offers help amid 
prospect of widespread 
business failures 

By MARY SCHLEY

WITH THOUSANDS of people on the Monterey Penin-
sula laid off as businesses were forced to close due to shelter-
in-place orders imposed to slow the spread of coronavirus, 
and many owners still liable for rents and bills, even while 
their stores and restaurants generate little or no income, the 
federal Small Business Administration is offering financial 
lifelines, thanks in part to the $2 trillion CARES Act passed 
by Congress and signed by President Donald Trump Friday.

As with almost everything pertaining to coronavirus, the 
SBA’s offerings have been evolving rapidly, with new pro-
grams launched just this week. Many local business owners 
have already applied for relief.

Special loans for payroll
The SBA Paycheck Protection Program earmarks up to 

$349 billion for job retention and certain other expenses 
for small businesses and nonprofits, as well as individuals 
who are self-employed and independent contractors. Loan 
amounts are based on average payrolls, with debt payments 
deferred for six months. For employers who maintain their 
workforces, the SBA will also forgive the portion of the loan 

Lillie Jones, 11, who attends Pacific Grove Middle School, is one of 
thousands of Monterey County students forced to learn at home.
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of it. 
Carmel High School sophomore Addie Crabbe, 15, has 

a suitable setup at home to do her schoolwork, including a 
desk similar to the ones she uses at school. But nothing can 
replace the classroom setting, and lack of communication 
with her teachers is one of the biggest hurdles she’s faced 
with distance learning.

“Nowadays, all we can do is email them and hope they 
respond,” Crabbe said. “The whole process is way more 
time-consuming than when we could go up to our teachers 
in person and just ask questions.”

And Crabbe admitted that she and her friends often 
struggle to muster up the motivation to learn.

“It takes a lot of discipline in making sure you don’t 
skip over some of the videos or presentations assigned, 
which we are supposed gather information from,” she said. 
“A lot of times it can be tempting to just do the homework 
without actually learning the material.”

Addie’s father, David Crabbe, a realtor who works at 
home, said his youngest daughter, Hallie, 11, a fifth grader 
at Carmel River School, liked the idea of doing school-

Learning at home brings some benefits — but mostLy chaLLenges 
By KELLY NIX

FROM THE classroom to the living room, students, 
teachers and parents on the Monterey Peninsula are trying 
to adjust to the idea of learning at home, a concept they’ll 
become very familiar with in the next couple of months, 
after the state said the deadly coronavirus will prevent 
schools from reopening the rest of the academic year.

When Monterey County issued the shelter-in-place or-
der March 18, teachers quickly pivoted from the classroom 
to assigning lessons via online assignments, video instruc-
tion, video meetings and other electronic means. 

Discipline is key
With no face-to-face classes, “distance learning” is the 

name of the game, and not surprisingly, technology is the 
vehicle that drives the curriculum. But teaching remotely 
and doing schoolwork at home aren’t perfect. Without per-
sonal interaction, some subjects are difficult to convey and 
testing can be tricky. Students have to be more disciplined; 
sleeping in is easy and distractions are plentiful.

Nevertheless, Peninsula teachers, students and parents 
The Pine Cone interviewed this week are making the best 

County: Shelter-in-place 
order working to stop 
spread of infections
n Enough ventilators? No one will say.

By KELLY NIX

THE STRICT shelter-in-place order Monterey County 
health officer Ed Moreno imposed March 18 is working, and 
is most likely the reason the county has not had a big number 
of coronavirus cases, he told The Pine Cone this week.

The county order — and a similar one imposed by the state 
— has caused thousands of people in the county to lose their 
jobs as offices, shops and restaurants closed. But Moreno said 
the order is doing what it was intended to do. 

“The most likely reason that we are not yet seeing a steep 
increase in cases is that many people are adhering to the or-
der,” Moreno said. “People should only leave their homes to 
receive essential services or provide essential services.”

Though Monterey County has had a relatively small num-

Testing underway to see who’s immune to virus

A worker in protective gear at ARCpoint Labs in Mon-
terey (above) takes a blood sample. The sample is 
then passed to another worker (right), who runs the 
test (upper right), reads and records the results, and 
notifies the patient within 30 minutes whether they’ve 
ever been infected with the coronavirus — and there-
fore might be immune.
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n Monterey lab says rapid 
antibody tests are nation’s first

By CHRIS COUNTS

FOCUSING INITIALLY on first responders and 
health care workers, ARCpoint Labs — a company just 
off Highway 68 that specializes in DNA and other high-
ly specialized laboratory work — began testing people 
April 2 to see if they’re carrying at least one of two anti-
bodies for coronavirus.

“Right now, we are deploying the first shipments of 
the tests to make it into the country,” laboratory director 
Spencer Smith told The Pine Cone.

The test may be new in the United States, but it’s al-
ready part of the national debate on the virus. The coun-
try’s public health spokesman has said in recent inter-
views that antibody tests show great promise. 

“Tony Fauci was talking about the tests yesterday,” 
Smith noted.

Developed in China and being used in Europe, the 
test involves pricking a finger to get a small sample of 
blood. Once it becomes widely available, it could add a 

great deal to the national debate over how to handle the 
coronavirus epidemic by making it possible to figure out 
how many people have been infected — even ones who 
show no symptoms.

According to the company, up to 80 people each day 
can undergo the tests, which are administered in a tent in 
the lab’s parking lot. Once a blood sample is taken by a 
worker wearing extensive protective gear, it is placed in a 
small container and handed to another worker, who runs 
the test, reads the results, and records them. A person 
who is tested will receive their results via text message 
in 15-30 minutes.

How it will help
According Smith, the test will provide medical pro-

fessionals with valuable information. For instance, if a 
first responder or healthcare worker has a positive test, it 
means there’s a very good chance he or she won’t catch 
the virus again anytime soon. 

If that’s the case, they will face less risk treating 
coronavirus patients than others, which could become 
very important in the coming weeks. “If you’re immune 
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