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Buyers, sellers file
Council may put limits on home mail delivery
department and Carmel Fire Ambulance get their mail dedueling lawsuits over
livered by private courier, as well.
T
O SAVE money, the city council on Tuesday confailed restaurant deal sidered ways to limit the number of people who have their When council members OK’d the new $72,000 conBy MARY SCHLEY

By KELLY NIX

T

WO WOULD-BE restaurateurs who said they
agreed to pay nearly $5 million for three popular local
restaurants are making a host of sensational allegations in
a new lawsuit, claiming the owners withheld information
about key aspects of the businesses — including that many
of their workers were illegal immigrants, several important
employees were planning to retire, and that one of the top
chefs had been accused of sexual harassment.
But days after Ken Donkersloot and Mona Calis filed
their civil complaint, the owners of Rio Grill, Tarpy’s
Roadhouse and Montrio filed a lawsuit of their own, contending it was Donkersloot and Calis who were responsible for the $4.7 million deal falling through, and they are
asking for $470,000 in liquidated damages, plus interest
and attorneys’ fees.
Donkersloot and Calis, who are married, say they “invested substantial time and money,” uprooted their family
from Southern California and “incurred substantial disruption and expense” trying to close the deal to buy the
restaurants. They want to be compensated for those losses,
they say. They also claim the misrepresentations were so
extreme, they should be entitled to punitive damages.
‘Widespread concealment’
In their lawsuit filed Feb. 27, Donkersloot and Calis say
they agreed to purchase the three restaurants from Downtown Dining, a company they say is owned by “William,
Rachel, Andrew and Christopher Cox, Tony Tollner and
Tony Baker.”
See DEAL page 13A

Need a new floor?
Maybe a tree will fall
n River Inn sources very locally
By CHRIS COUNTS

O

FFERING A down-the-coast twist turning lemons
into lemonade, the Big Sur River Inn took a fallen 80-foot
redwood tree and transformed it into a new floor for its
dining room.
The old floor was redwood, too, but had been installed
so long ago (nobody’s quite sure when), it was time for it
to be replaced — and the material needed for a new floor
was available just steps away.
About three years ago, a large redwood came crashing
down on the River Inn property. Soon after, it was turned
into building materials.
“A local gent came and milled it for us on site, and in
true homesteader fashion, he earned himself some of the
See FLOOR page 16A

mail delivered to their houses instead of picking it up
themselves at the post office. Council members
favored the idea of requiring proof of a disability to qualify for the service, though perhaps others who want delivery could pay for it.
Since 2001, taxpayers have paid a courier
to deliver mail to dozens of homes six days a
week, a compromise struck after an activist who
briefly called Carmel home demanded that the
city put numbers on houses so the postal service
could start delivering the mail. But the council
at the time declined to do that, instead opting to
hire a private delivery service to take the mail to
anyone who wanted it.
What’s legal?
Peninsula Messenger Service got the contract, receiving an initial fee of $25 per home
per month and delivering mail to about 120 people. Since then, delivery costs have increased to
$39 per address this year, with another increase
to $41 next year. About 145 people are using the
service, according to budgets and contracts director Sharon Friedrichsen. City hall, the police

See MAIL page 14A
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An employee from Peninsula Messenger Service delivered mail to Carmel P.D.
this week, but will that practice continue? The city council wants to limit delivery
to those who are physically unable to go to the post office.

Stone, Laird leading assembly and senate races
By KELLY NIX

A

SSEMBLYMAN MARK Stone had an overwhelming lead for reelection against his Republican challenger
in Tuesday’s primary, while candidate John Laird, who is
vying for a seat in the State Senate, achieved a plurality
over his three challengers, including Vicki Nohrden, a Republican woman from Seaside.
Meanwhile, the race for Monterey County District 4
supervisor, a seat held by Jane Parker, who is retiring, had
Wendy Askew in the lead with 44 percent of the electorate.
Her opponent, Steve McShane, had 36 percent. A runoff in
that race will be held in November.
Fifth District Monterey County Supervisor Mary Adams ran unopposed and was elected to another term with
18,439 votes.
Assembly and Senate races
As of Thursday morning, Stone, the 29th Assembly
District incumbent, had garnered 73 percent of the vote
over Shomir Banerjee, the GOP candidate, who had 27
percent.
“I am honored by the support that the district shows me
year to year,” Stone told The Pine Cone Wednesday after
results had been announced. “I am glad to be able to continue to meet their expectations”
Under California’s primary election rules, Stone and
Banerjee will face each other in a runoff in the Nov. 3 general election. They were the only two candidates.
The 29th Assembly district encompasses parts of Monterey, Santa Cruz and Santa Clara counties.

In the race for State Senate seat District 17, Laird was
leading with 42 percent of the vote over Nohrden, who had
36 percent. Democrat Maria Cadenas received 19 percent
and John M. Nevill, also a Democrat, got 3 percent. Neither of them will advance to November’s general election.
“I’m very happy with the results,” Laird told The Pine
Cone Wednesday. “I am in first place by about 12,000
votes district-wide. Though there are thousands of votes
See RESULTS page 17A

City voters approve
increased sales tax
By MARY SCHLEY

L

ONGTIME CARMELITE Barbara Livingston kept
her promise to city administrator Chip Rerig: On Tuesday,
a majority favored a new sales tax that will increase the
current rate by .5 percent, to 9.25 percent, for the next 20
years.
According to preliminary results from the Monterey
County elections department, nearly 61 percent of the
1,166 people who voted March 3 favored the tax, while
just over 39 percent opposed it. The city has 2,503 registered voters.
Ballots provided to city residents asked, “Shall the OrSee TAX page 14A

Date of birth? County’s eight Leap Year babies have a choice to make
By KELLY NIX

E

Little Francesco Vultaggio (left) was one of eight babies born at Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula and Salinas Valley
Memorial Hospital on Leap Day, Feb. 29. He was born two weeks early. Manuel Arturo Rosales Pinedo (right) weighed 7 pounds, 14
ounces when he was born at 12:43 a.m. on Leap Day.

IGHT BABIES born in Monterey County last weekend share a birthday that will not only fail to exist three
out of every four years, it will be a subject of amusing
conversation the rest of their lives. One day, maybe Gilbert
and Sullivan will even write a musical about them.
Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula reported three babies were born there on Leap Day, Feb. 29,
while Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital said five babies
— three boys and two girls — were delivered that day.
Like all parents of babies born Feb. 29, the local moms
and dads will have to figure out when they’ll recognize the
day their little ones came into the world.
The first baby, Manuel Arturo Rosales Pinedo, was
born in Salinas at 12:43 a.m. He weighed 7 pounds, 14
See BABIES page 12A
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