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Pacific Grove tickets cars, but not for accidents
n Serious crashes, but no citations
By KELLY NIX

LAST THURSDAY evening, witnesses said the driver

of a Chevrolet Corvette was speeding and weaving in and
out of traffic before he lost control and plowed into three
vehicles on Ocean View Boulevard in Pacific Grove. The
2014 sports car was so mangled that emergency crews had

to extricate the driver and passenger, who were injured.
Several other people were slightly hurt.
Despite endangering numerous lives in the Feb. 6 accident, the Corvette driver was not punished. The Pacific
Grove Police Department did not give the driver so much
as a ticket for what it conceded was as a “major” collision.
In explaining why the agency did not cite the motorist
See TICKETS page 14A

PHOTOS/(LEFT) FACEBOOK, (RIGHT) PAUL MILLER

The driver of the mangled Corvette pictured at left wasn’t ticketed Thursday night despite crashing into several cars on Ocean View
Boulevard in Pacific Grove. Witnesses said it was “driving at a high rate off speed and weaving in and out of traffic.” In a January 2018
incident, the driver of a pickup truck, who said he was “reaching for a beverage,” smashed into four cars, pushing one 20 feet into an
intersection (right). He wasn’t ticketed, and neither were the drivers in numerous other serious incidents.

First mention —

Hors d’oeuvres put
him on the front page
BACK BEFORE “Iron Chef,” or even “The French

Chef,” Clint Eastwood made his Pine Cone debut as a
judge in a professional cooking contest for charity.
On Thursday, Jan. 13, 1963, the paper reported that a
Heart Fund benefit party would be held at the Beach Club
in Pebble Beach. For $2.50 apiece, guests were invited to
enjoy “an unusual array of hors d’oeuvres,” prepared by
competing chefs from the Highlands Inn, La Playa, Del
Monte Lodge and other high-end eateries.
The appetizers were judged by five women, the mayor

See EASTWOOD page 17A
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Fifty years ago, Clint Eastwood was already a Hollywood superstar and a supporter of numerous worthy causes in the Monterey
Peninsula, as this program from 1971 attests.
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Cal Am agrees to
desal permit delay
By KELLY NIX

T

WO WEEKS after the California Coastal Commission asked Cal Am to withdraw an application to build
its proposed desalination plant near Marina — saying it
needed more time to study the proposal — the commission
decided a delay of 90 days would be enough. This week,
Cal Am agreed to the delay, which means a hearing on
the desal permit will probably happen in September at the
coastal commission’s meeting in San Luis Obispo.
The commission had been scheduled to consider the
desal plant at its March meeting in Santa Cruz until staff
member Tom Luster said his analysis of the plant would
not be ready in time.
The extension will allow the commission to perform
additional studies on groundwater and water supply and
demand projections. The extension is set to start April 25,
a date Cal Am and the coastal commission agreed to, and
would end in July.
Cal Am spokeswoman Catherine Stedman said the
company wants to cooperate with the coastal commission,
but did not believe withdrawing the application was the
best idea.
“We hope for a hearing as soon as possible and will
do everything we can to support coastal staff in getting
additional information necessary for the commissioners
See CAL AM page 11A

Notorious lawsuit filer takes aim at Peninsula
n Series of new ADA claims
By KELLY NIX

A FORMER attorney who was disbarred in Arizo-

By ELAINE HESSER

s i n c e

na last year for allegedly filing more than 1,700 lawsuits
against small businesses, claiming they violated the Americans with Disabilities Act, has targeted five local inns, including La Playa and L’Auberge Carmel.
In nearly identical complaints filed in the last nine
months in the United States District Court in San Jose,
Peter Strojnik Sr. alleges ADA violations on the part of La
Playa Inn, L’Auberge Carmel, Portola Hotel & Spa, Monterey Tides, and Homestead
Hotel Rooms & Cottages.
Strojnik, who said he suffers
from prostate cancer,
Disbarred
nerve damage, a bad knee
in Arizona,
and “walks with difficulty
and pain,” says the busihe finds
nesses not only violated the
numerous ADA ADA, but deprived him of
his civil rights under federal
violations here law and the California Disabled Persons Act.
Specifically, Strojnik said
that the inns’ websites did
not allow him to book a room for a disabled person the
same way those who are not disabled can book rooms.
The websites “failed to identify mobility related accessibility features and guest rooms offered through its
reservations service in enough detail to reasonably permit
plaintiff to assess independently whether” the hotel “meets
his accessibility needs,” Strojnik said.
In the case of L’Auberge, Strojnik said the inn’s attorney conceded it did not have any accessible rooms. In response, Strojnik said he did not reserve a room at the hotel
but “booked a room elsewhere.”
Each inn, he claims, violated the ADA by denying him
“equal access to its public accommodation on the basis of
his disability.”
‘Milking ADA violations’
Strojnik isn’t new to filing ADA lawsuits. According to
the State Bar of Arizona, Strojnik filed more than 1,700
complaints in a state court and more than 160 complaints
in federal court alleging violations of the ADA and an Arizona disability law.
Some of the complaints he filed were on behalf of a
group that represented disabled people, and some were

filed for himself, like those against the Peninsula inns.
“In most cases, he would demand $5,000 in attorney’s
fees, regardless if the business remedied the violation,” the
See ADA page 19A

Diocese says it was
illegally denied permit
n Barred from using state park
By KELLY NIX

T

HE CATHOLIC Diocese of Monterey claims in a
new lawsuit that the state Department of Parks and Recreation denied its request to use an oceanfront park in Fort
Ord because it’s a religious organization.
In a complaint filed Feb. 7, the diocese asks a judge
to order State Parks to issue the diocese a special events
See DIOCESE page 15A

PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS

The beautiful Fort Ord Dunes State Park is at the center of a dispute
between the Diocese of Monterey and State Parks.
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