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Businessman 
from Monaco 
buys L’Auberge
for $13.9M 
n Adds to portfolio of valuable property

By MARY SCHLEY

PATRICE PASTOR, a 47-year-old real estate tycoon 
whose family is one of the wealthiest in Monaco, bought 
L’Auberge Carmel hotel at Monte Verde and Seventh from 
David Fink and his partners last week for $13.9 million, 
according to Monterey County property records. Escrow 
closed Friday, making the hotel the eighth property Pastor 
has purchased in the city since 2015.

Fink said he will stay on to manage L’Auberge Carm-
el and its Michelin-starred restaurant, Aubergine, where 
executive chef Justin Cogley and the rest of the staff will 
remain on board.

“My company just sold the real estate, but I am going 
to be running it the same as before,” Fink said Monday. 
“There will be zero change except the title on the real es-
tate.”

It’s just the latest acquisition for Pastor, the son of Vic-
tor Pastor and chairman of the family company, J.B. Pastor 
& Fils. He’s also the head of Pastor Real Estate in London 
and former owner of the monthly news magazine, L’Ob-
servateur de Monaco, among other interests.

He has three limited liability companies: Esperanza 
Carmel Commercial, Esperanza Carmel Residential and 
Esperanza Carmel. All are based in Marina del Rey and 
have attorney Jonathan Feldman listed as the only contact. 
Esperanza Carmel was formed in 2015 and the others in 
2018.

Downtown spots
In early October 2018, Pastor paid $4.2 million for a 

property on Ocean Avenue that was owned by a compa-
ny controlled by Bill Mitchell. That property, between 
Dolores and Lincoln streets, includes two storefronts, the 
Der Ling Lane passageway, and a small Thomas Kinkade 
gallery and garden. This week, acting planning director 
Marnie Waffle said the city approved the overhaul of an 
apartment in the Der Ling Building in June 2019 and that 
plan checks are underway with the building department.

Pastor bought a building on the east side of Dolores 
south of Seventh for $2.4 million from James Brown in 
late October 2018. Last June, his architect, Jun Sillano 

30 rooms in three-story buildings and eight rooms in two 
four-bedroom luxury cottages that front the 1st Fairway.

“It’s going to be a very fresh look and feel,” Stivers said 
of the new building.

The work at the Lodge is the final phase in the Peb-

Lodge buildings razed to make way for upgrades
By KELLY NIX

TWO BUILDINGS on the 18th Fairway of the Pebble 
Beach Golf Links that have been the backdrop for hun-
dreds of historic golf, automotive and community events 
through the decades have been demolished in preparation 
for a new building at the Lodge at Pebble Beach that will 
have upgraded features and more guest rooms.

The two oceanfront buildings at the Lodge 
next to the historic Canary Cottage had 23 
guest rooms but will be replaced with one 
building that contains 26 rooms, Pebble Beach 
president David Stivers told The Pine Cone 
Thursday.

“Our philosophy is to keep improving,” he 
said. “We want to maintain the historic look 
and feel of the Lodge, but at the same time 
take advantage of some of the things that our 
guests are looking for.”

‘Fresh look and feel’
The new building, expected to be com-

pleted in about a year, will have 600-square-
foot rooms with high ceilings, fireplaces, big 
screen TVs and energy management systems, 
the company said. 

The exterior style of the building will fol-
low the design of the nearby Fairway One 
complex, a luxury development that opened 
in 2017 with 38 new guest rooms, including 

Construction crews work Thursday at the site where two now-demolished build-
ings overlooked the 18th Hole at the Pebble Beach Golf Links.
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en and Gregg McCandless, a couple who live and work at 
Lake Cachuma in Santa Barbara County as park docents. 

When they adopted the pair, the McCandlesses weren’t 
looking just for layabout pets — to the contrary, they were 
looking to create something akin to a traveling cat show. 

Big Sur cat honored by Guinness for record jump
By CHRIS COUNTS

LEAPING INTO the heart of anyone with a pulse, a 
small black and white cat with the noble name of Waffle 
the Warrior was captured on video at Plaskett Creek 
Campground in Big Sur jumping 7 feet from one chair to 
another. 

Taken two years ago, the footage is no ordi-
nary cute cat clip on social media. Instead, it is 
proof that Waffle’s jump was the longest ever 
by a member of his species, according to the 
2020 edition of the Guinness World Records, 
which came out in September. In fact, the cat 
broke the old mark by a foot.

Waffle’s feat certainly stands out among his 
fellow felines, but it pales next to that of Yabo, 
a rabbit from Denmark who recently set the 
Guinness standard among his kind for jumping 
nearly 10 feet.

Waffle’s accomplishment is impressive nev-
ertheless, and it merits a sentence-long mention 
in the new edition of the famous record book.

No ornamental cat
Along with his sister Princess Tirzah, Waf-

fle was adopted 11 years ago as a kitten by Kar-

See CAT page 17A

Waffle the Warrior Cat jumps 7 feet from one chair to another — the longest 
jump ever recorded for a domestic cat, according to Guinness World Records.
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slowly moving forward for nearly a decade, but a group of 
residents are telling county officials that they’re worried 
the work won’t get done soon enough and the road will 
collapse.

In response, Monterey County 5th District Supervisor 
Mary Adams told The Pine Cone she’s seen the site up 
close and understands the locals’ concern. But she’s con-
fident county workers are monitoring it and have a plan in 
place if the road shows any signs of failing.

According to Lorin Letendre, who lives nearby, the 
wave action along the shoreline at Carmel River State 
Beach is eroding the sandy bluff supporting the road, cre-
ating a potentially dangerous situation. 

“We’re getting higher and higher waves,” Letendre told 
The Pine Cone. “The waves are coming right up to base of 
the bluff, which undermines it. One neighbor saw a wave 
come over the top of the bluff and onto the road. In the last 
20 years, we’ve lost about 30 feet of the bluffs.”

Adams agreed the bluff is getting steeper. “You can see 
it has changed,” she said.

Scenic Road erosion raising fears of collapse
By CHRIS COUNTS

A PROJECT to build a seawall to protect Scenic 
Road as it meanders above Carmel River State Beach been 

See EROSION page 22A

A plan to protect the bluffs supporting Scenic Road near Carmel 
Point is in the works, but nearby residents are worried the fix won’t 
get done soon enough to save the road.
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Permits still available
for vacation rentals

By MARY SCHLEY

SINCE THE new ordinance prohibiting new short-
term rentals downtown and in apartment buildings has yet 
to take effect — the California Coastal Commission must 
certify it first — the planning department is still process-
ing applications for short-term rentals and approving those 
that comply with the requirements.

The number of permits (which will last forever unless 
the building where the rental is located is demolished or 
its use changes) now stands at 40, with the issuance Jan. 

See RENTALS page 16A


