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Del Rey Oaks’ Frog Pond Wetland Preserve looks very different during the dry months (left) than it does during the rainy season. The 
site is in the news because an ambitious new stretch of recreation trail could be built through it, much to the dismay of some neighbors.
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Protecting nature vs. providing access: Frog pond is latest battleground
By CHRIS COUNTS

A SMALL and serene slice of nature on the edge of 
suburbia, the 17-acre Frog Pond Wetland Preserve in Del 
Rey Oaks could become a stop along an ambitious new 
recreation trail — and not everybody is happy about it.

The Transportation Agency for Monterey County re-
cently released the environmental impact report for the 
Fort Ord Regional Trail and Greenway Project, the 28-mile 
bicycle and pedestrian route that would encircle Seaside, 
Monterey, Del Rey Oaks and Marina — at a cost of more 
than $30 million. But the trail could go through the Frog 
Pond preserve, which some say risks harming the plants 
and animals that live there.

Because the preserve is owned by the Monterey Pen-
insula Regional Park District, its board of directors will 
ultimately decide if the trail can go through the preserve, 
and at the park district board meeting last week, Del Rey 

See POND page 21A

After a four-day search in Monterey Bay, rescuers finally caught up with a young 
humpback whale Dec. 13. Its life was threatened by a fishing line wrapped around 
its body. The effort was successful, and the whale was freed.
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Water board to spend 
$1.2M on next phase 
of takeover effort

By KELLY NIX

THE MONTEREY Peninsula Water Management 
District board of directors Monday OK’d a plan to spend 
$1.2 million on the next phase of consulting and legal 
work it says is necessary to determine if acquiring Califor-
nia American Water and turning it into a government-run 
agency would benefit water customers.

The board’s unanimous decision followed the Nov. 12 
determination by district-hired consultant Raftelis Finan-
cial Consultants that an acquisition of Cal Am appears to 
be financially “feasible.” Raftelis estimated Cal Am to be 
worth $513 million, while the utility has said it’s worth 
more than $1 billion.

Voters in November 2018 passed Measure J, which 
called for a government takeover of Cal Am if deemed 
feasible.

The $1,241,000 the board approved Monday includes 
$275,000 to $475,000 for CEQA work, $225,000 for legal 
work, and $235,000 for an appraisal of the water system. 
The feasibility study Raftelis released in November cost 
taxpayers $650,000. Directors gave the consultants until 
July 31 to finish the work.

‘Scary number’
While water district general manager Dave Stoldt called 

the $1.2 million a “scary number,” he said he believes that 

The struggling humpback was seen again Dec. 13, and 
an assortment of rescuers soon arrived on scene. “The re-
sponse team determined the configuration was life-threat-
ening, and the constricting wrap would cut into the whale’s 

Persistent volunteers untangle young whale 
n Fishing line had mammal ensnared

By CHRIS COUNTS

FOUR DAYS after a young humpback whale was seen 
struggling in Monterey Bay, a team of mostly volunteers 
freed the giant marine mammal Dec. 13 
from a potentially deadly fishing line that 
was wrapped around its body.

“We got pretty lucky on Friday the 13th,” 
reported Justin Viezbicke of NOAA Fisher-
ies, who helped coordinate the rescue effort.

The whale was first seen by a fisherman 
Dec. 9. “The United States Coast Guard 
vessel Pike responded and stood by until the 
response team arrived, but due to the whale’s 
unpredictable behavior, it was lost,” Viez-
bicke said.

The entangled humpback was spotted 
again Dec. 10 by a whale watching boat out 
of Santa Cruz, but it was too late in the day 
to mount a rescue.

An extensive search — which included a 
Coast Guard airplane, a Coast Guard boat, 
a Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
boat and two rescue teams — was launched 
Dec. 11 “from sunrise to sunset.” While 
about 40 humpback whales were seen, the 
one in distress couldn’t be found.
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P.B. Co. teams with Woods on Peter Hay revamp
By KELLY NIX

THE WORLD’S most famous golfer is partnering 
with the Pebble Beach Company to redesign a 62-year-old 
Del Monte Forest golf course that the compa-
ny hopes will one day will be as esteemed as 
its celebrated cousins.

On Tuesday, the company announced it is 
teaming up with Tiger Woods and his firm, 
TGR Design, to revamp the par-3 Peter Hay 
Golf Course across from the Pebble Beach 
Golf Links. The short course, which was bull-
dozed last spring and turned into the main gate 
for the U.S. Open, will remain closed until the 
work on the new Peter Hay is completed in fall 
2020.

‘A special place’
“Pebble Beach has always been a special 

place to me,” said Woods, who was champion 
of the 2000 U.S. Open at Pebble Beach. “It’s 
an honor for TGR Design and me to partner See PETER HAY page 16A

with Pebble Beach Company to design a new short course 
at such an iconic location.”

Peter Hay, named for the former longtime head profes-
sional at Pebble Beach, opened in 1957. Through the de-

cades, it has served as the home course 
for young golfers and has hosted doz-
ens of junior tournaments and charity 
events.

But the company wants the redesign 
of Peter Hay — a course overshadowed 
by the more prestigious Pebble Beach 
Golf Links and Spyglass Hill — to 
have the same status as those world-re-
nowned courses. 

The new Peter Hay, said a compa-
ny spokeswoman, will also “leverage 
the first-class amenities of the Pebble 
Beach Golf Academy and offer an in-
credible food and beverage venue with 
expansive ocean views.”

Tiger Woods

See TAKEOVER page 19A

Coming to historic list: 
buildings from 1990?

By MARY SCHLEY

A CONSULTANT who has spent months research-
ing the recent history of Carmel to help the city decide 
what buildings should be considered historic presented her 
findings to the historic resources board Monday afternoon. 
Kara Brunzell is being paid $24,999 to update the “historic 
context statement,” which covers the years from the city’s 
founding to 1965 and was last updated in 2008, when the 
1940-1965 time period was added. 

Brunzell’s survey looks at the years of 1966 to 1990, 
which are obviously too recent to be considered “historic” 
in the normal use of the word, but are represented by some 
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