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Second Lady Karen Pence checks out the honeybees Carmel Honey Co.’s Jake Reis-
dorf brought from one if his hives to his Carmel Plaza store for her visit Wednesday.
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project. Reisdorf also wowed the vice president’s wife 
with honey his bees produce with nectar and pollen from a 
flower called meadowfoam, which grows in Oregon.

“I have been tasting honey all over the world, and I hav-
en’t tasted this kind of honey,” Pence remarked.

She and her staff, along with several members of the 
Secret Service, ended up at the shop during her and Vice 

President Mike Pence’s brief trip to the 
Monterey Peninsula Wednesday afternoon. 
The Second Lady and her entourage first 
visited Earthbound Farm to tour its gardens 
and learn about the bee pollination program 
there, and to sample honey, before coming 
into town to meet Reisdorf and his family, 
all of whom are involved in the business he 
started. Because she was a critical element 
in Reisdorf’s efforts to open the Carmel 
Plaza store three years ago and is helping 
with a new store the family plans to open on 
Cannery Row by the end of the year, Cindy 
Merzon from the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration was there, too.

‘You can thank Sara’
Pence’s policy director, Sara Egeland, 

researched local beekeepers and lined up 
the visits after Pence said that’s how she’d 

Second Lady trades bee stories with CHS teen
By MARY SCHLEY

CARMEL HIGH junior Jake Reisdorf exchanged 
samples of honey with an amateur beekeeper at his Car-
mel Plaza store Wednesday evening after impressing the 
visitor, Second Lady Karen Pence, with his story about 
how his thriving business grew from a fifth-grade school 

See PENCE page 23A

Cal Am: Officials not 
telling truth in push 
for reclaimed water

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY PENINSULA Water Management Dis-
trict general manager Dave Stoldt “manipulated” infor-
mation and made “material misrepresentations and omis-
sions” to the California Coastal Commission to bolster his 
claim that reclaimed water can fulfill the Monterey Pen-
insula’s needs for the foreseeable future, making a desal 
plant unnecessary.

That’s the blockbuster claim made by California Amer-
ican Water this week in a letter to the board of the Monte-
rey Peninsula Water Management District.

The reclamation project, called Pure Water Monterey, 
was only intended to be a backup to Cal Am’s much larger 
desal plant near Marina. But in September, Stoldt released 
a report making the surprising claim that an expanded ver-
sion of the reclamation project could adequately supply 
the Peninsula’s needs, even during a multiyear drought — 
claims that Cal Am and the state Public Utilities Commis-
sion dispute.

Stoldt’s report wasn’t approved by the board he works 
for, Cal Am said. Nevertheless, he sent it to the California 
Coastal Commission where the agency’s staff used it to 
support their Oct. 28 recommendation that commissioners 
reject Cal Am’s application for a desal permit.

who bought the Astros in 2011 for $680 million, sponsors 
the local youth baseball team, the Carmel Astros.

Sotheby’s International Realty called the 9,700-square-
foot house on 17 Mile Drive the “best oceanfront setting in 

Foundation nets $21M in sale of P.B. mansion
By KELLY NIX

THE OWNER of the Houston Astros baseball team 
last week purchased an oceanfront home in Pebble Beach 
for $21 million. The seller was the Community Founda-
tion for Monterey County, which received the property as 
a donation from a local philanthropist who died 
in 2017.

Astros owner Jim Crane and his wife, Whitney, 
purchased the expansive property at 3200 17 Mile 
Drive Nov. 7. It includes two parcels and a six-bed-
room, nine-bathroom house built in 1930. Charles 
de Guigné, a fourth-generation Californian and 
descendant of French nobility, bequeathed the 
property to the nonprofit. 

Where will the money go?
His gift, completed by his trust in June 2018, 

marks the Community Foundation’s largest dona-
tion. The foundation is expected to announce next 
week what it plans to do with the proceeds. 

The home’s new owner, Crane, has long had 
ties to the Monterey Peninsula. Realtor.com re-
ported in September that he slashed the price of 
another house in Pebble Beach he listed two years 
ago from $37.9 million to $24.95 million. Crane, 

See ESTATE page 19A

This nearly 90-year-old house, which a realtor said has the “best oceanfront 
setting” in Pebble Beach, was just sold for $21 million by a local nonprofit.
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the substances.
An official with the SPCA for Monterey County, mean-

while, reported that the group has rescued seven animals 
this year, including a bobcat, a coyote and a red-shoul-
dered hawk, that “exhibited symptoms of rat poisoning.”

Rebecca Dmytryk — who owns a pest control compa-
ny, Humane Wildlife Control, and operates the nonprofit 
Wildlife Emergency Services — sent a letter this week 
to Gov. Gavin Newsom asking him to support banning 
six substances known as anticoagulant rodenticides until 
more studies can be done to show they won’t harm ani-
mals that aren’t being targeted. She named the substances 
as brodifacoum, bromadiolone, difethiolone, difenacoum, 
diphacinone and chlororphacinone — and she said there’s 
proof they are injuring wildlife.

“There is indisputable data confirming the contamina-
tion and demise of hundreds and hundreds of wild animals 
in California — including bald eagles, golden eagles, fal-
cons, black bears, coyotes, bobcats, foxes, fishers, hawks, 
owls, turkey, waterfowl, raccoons, martens, badgers and 

Expert: Rat poisons killing bobcats and hawks
By CHRIS COUNTS

A WOMAN who owns a Moss Landing business that 
helps homeowners get rid of unwanted rodents is asking 
state officials to ban six rat poisons she says are killing 
wildlife in Monterey County and elsewhere, and she cited 
several recent examples of bobcats dying from ingesting 

See POISONS page 18A

VandeVere steps down

from planning board

n Adams to name replacement

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER 16 years as a planning commissioner for 
Monterey County’s 5th District, Keith Vandevere an-
nounced he is stepping down. His term was set to expire 
in January.

Supervisor Mary Adams, who represents the district, 
told The Pine Cone Vandevere’s knowledge and passion 
about land use will be missed.

“The depth of information he has about land use and 
law is just invaluable,” Adams said. “He and I have been 
talking about this for weeks, and I received a letter from 
him [about resigning] at end of October, but I was hoping 
he would change his mind.”

See VANDEVERE page 18A

Desal gets unlikely 
ally at coastal hearing  

By KELLY NIX

THE EXECUTIVE director for the state agency that 
has twice ordered Cal Am to drastically reduce its pump-
ing from the Carmel River challenged a California Coastal 
Commission staff report that says the coastal panel should 
reject a permit for Cal Am’s proposed desalination plant, 
according to testimony at a coastal commission meeting in 
Half Moon Bay Thursday. 

Late last month, the coastal commission released a 91-
page report claiming Cal Am’s proposed plant could be 
harmful to the environment and might supply more wa-
ter than the Monterey Peninsula needs. The report backs 
a recycled water project over Cal Am’s desal proposal to 
supply water to the Peninsula.

See DESAL page 17A

See WATER page 16A

This bobcat was found in bad shape near Elkhorn Slough and it 
was later determined it had been exposed to rat poison.
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