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By ELAINE HESSER

ROBINSON JEFFERS appeared so frequently in The 
Pine Cone’s pages that it’s difficult to imagine a time he 
wasn’t part of the city’s bohemian-print fabric. Born in 
Pennsylvania in 1887 and dying here in January 1962, he 
lived with wife Una, and they raised twin sons, Donnan 
and Garth, who were born in 1916 in Southern California.

The first mention of Robinson Jeffers in the pages of 
this newspaper came in 
September 1915 — the first 
year The Pine Cone was in 
print. But all it said was that 
he and his wife visited for 
the winter, not who he was 
or why they came.

One year later, the news-
paper reported their sons’ 
birth, saying, “Down at 
sunny Pasadena, the stork 
brought to Mr. and Mrs. 
J.R. Jeffers, who used to 
live here, twin boys.”

Filling the pages
For the rest of Jeffers’ 

life, he and his works 
would be mentioned in The 
Pine Cone. His purchase of 
land on Carmel Point in 1922, the family visit to Ireland in 
1929 and reviews of his writings all helped fill the news-
paper’s pages.

In June of 1926, Jeffers hosted a visit from George 
Sterling — then referred to as “California’s most promi-
nent poet.” A month later, Golden Bough founder Edward 
Kuster was quoted in the paper as saying that “two men 

Back when a poet 
could Be a Builder

First mention —

Robinson Jeffers

See JEFFERS page 21A

With 27 170-year-old eucalyptus no longer towering over San Antonio, the view is 
shockingly different — and the western grove even more obvious. Those dangerous 
trees will probably be removed, too.
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tect her home and more than two dozen others that were 
within falling distance of the 165-foot-tall, 170-year-old 
trees, cutting them down took a little over a week, with 
a crew of 19 people working daily, according to Overett.

“It’s a very dramatic difference in the skyline as I see it 
daily driving from Pacific Grove,” observed city adminis-
trator Chip Rerig, who commutes to city hall through Peb-
ble Beach and the Carmel Gate, traveling southbound on 
San Antonio as he heads toward downtown. “You can see 
so much sky now.”

The view is strikingly different from 
the north end of Carmel Beach, too, he 
said, and from 17 Mile Drive as motorists 
descend toward the Carmel Gate. 

Standing at the intersection of San An-
tonio and Fourth and looking northwest, 
the scene is entirely different than it was 
two weeks ago.

‘You should die!’
Overett said she and the workers from 

Community Tree Service — who will 
have everything, including pruning some 
of the other eucalyptus on the property, 
completely done in two-and-a-half weeks 
instead of the expected four to five — 
have received mostly positive feedback 
from passersby.

“Everyone walking on San Antonio or 
driving by has been so excited to see these 

Sky, ocean views discovered on San Antonio
n Clearing of eucalyptus alters landscape

By MARY SCHLEY

THE REMOVAL of 27 gigantic eucalyptus trees along 
San Antonio Avenue north of Fourth dramatically changed 
the look of that northwestern corner of town, creating a 
huge swath of sky and ocean views that had been hidden 
for many decades. 

Undertaken by resident Laura Overett in order to pro-

See VIEWS page 17A

Council poised 
to hire new
city attorney(s)

By MARY SCHLEY

THREE LAWYERS from a 92-year-old firm with 
11 offices throughout California are set to be hired as the 
city’s legal team, with the city council prepared to approve 
the new contract Oct. 7. 

Based in Camarillo, Brian Pierik of the law firm Burke, 
Williams & Sorensen would be city attorney, while Sa-
mantha Zutler — who works in the firm’s San Francisco 
office and has represented the city on labor issues — 
would be assistant city attorney, and Deepa Sharma from 
its Oakland office would be deputy city attorney. The firm 
specializes in municipal law, which makes up more than 
half its business, and it provides city or town attorneys for 
two dozen municipalities.

“Over our many decades of experience in public law, 
we have advised on, prepared policies for or litigated vir-
tually every need and circumstance confronted by a local 
government entity in California,” they said in their propos-
al, one of 14 received by the city council when it solicited 
applications after former city attorney Glen Mozingo left 
the city last spring. 

Jon Giffen has been serving as acting city attorney 
since April.

Expertise in municipal law
While the job description posted by the city last April 

mentions the ideal candidate should have “outstanding 
communications and interpersonal skills, and the ability to 
work with a wide variety of individuals,” and “must also 

See ATTORNEY page 18A
to host an invitation-only ribbon-cutting event for Pure 
Water Monterey Oct. 4. While such events usually mark 
the opening of a business, Stoldt explained the reason for 
holding it now.

“Since the new schedule is so close and everything is 
basically done, it was decided to have it anyway,” Stoldt 
explained. “Many dignitaries’ schedules are not flexible, 
so we had to consider that.”

Monterey One Water government affairs administrator 
Mike McCullough told The Pine Cone Sept. 17 that the 
delays are “simply due to construction taking longer than 
anticipated. This is a complex project with many layers, 
and when a milestone shifts, it can cause a ripple effect.” 

In any case, the media and others will be given a chance 
to tour the treatment plant at 14811 Del Monte Blvd. When 
completed, the plant will provide 3,500 acre-feet of wa-
ter per year — a significant contribution to the Monterey 
Peninsula’s overall consumption of about 10,000 acre-feet 
annually.

“The press will have an opportunity to tour the water 
purification facility and receive in-depth information on 
each of the treatment phases, as well as to taste the water,” 
Stoldt said. “In early 2020, the public will be invited to 

Ribbon cutting for water project despite delays 
By KELLY NIX

THE WASTEWATER reclamation project near Mari-
na that is expected to provide drinking water to the Monte-
rey Peninsula faces further delays and is not yet operating, 
but the project will be heralded with a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony Friday, officials told The Pine Cone this week.

Pure Water Monterey, which will treat various sourc-
es of wastewater, including sewage, was supposed to start 
supplying water for storage in the Seaside Basin in July, 
but that was delayed until this month. Now, it’s facing an-
other setback.

“The contractor’s schedule calls for the first water on 
Nov. 20 and deliveries to water customers the first quarter 
of 2020,” Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 
general manager Dave Stoldt said.

Nevertheless, the water district and Monterey One Wa-
ter — the wastewater treatment agency — are expected 

See THIEF page 21A

Deana Allen pleads 
not guilty to felonies

By MARY SCHLEY

DEANNA ALLEN, who worked in finance and 
served as deputy city clerk before being fired in April 
2018, pleaded not guilty in Monterey County Superior 
Court Tuesday afternoon to three felony counts of embez-
zling and misappropriating funds from the City of Carmel 
and falsifying public records. 

Allen appeared in a Salinas courtroom with her defense 
attorney, Xavier Nady, Oct. 1 to enter her plea in the case 
filed Aug. 28 by supervising deputy attorney general Brett 
Morris. 

According to Morris’ complaint, filed on behalf of Cal-
ifornia Attorney General Xavier Becerra, Allen, who was 
in charge of the city’s payroll, among other fiduciary re-
sponsibilities, stole taxpayers’ money in 2015 and 2016 by 
manipulating the city’s computer system to provide med-
ical benefits for herself and her family without paying for 
them. In the filing, Morris said Allen also stole, removed, 
destroyed, altered or falsified public records.

The alleged crimes were discovered when Maxine Gul-
lo, now assistant city administrator, was hired to oversee 

See ALLEN page 19A

Brazen thief breaks 
into supervisor’s car 

By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE MANY locals imagine they live in a place 
where they don’t have to lock their doors, Supervisor Mary 
Adams learned the hard way this week that such a senti-
ment is a thing of the past.

After returning to her Pebble Beach home from a walk 
Monday afternoon, the Monterey County 5th District su-
pervisor left her car unlocked in the driveway while she 
was inside getting ready to attend an evening gathering. 
When she returned to her vehicle after an absence of only 
a few minutes, she discovered someone had stolen a va-
riety of things from her car including her purse — which 
contained her wallet, keys and five checks for campaign 
donations — and her iPad. 

See RIBBON page 20A


