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Your chance to see something you never heard of 
n Amid all the Rolls-Royces, Bentleys 
and Aston Martins, don’t miss the Winton

By ELAINE HESSER

‘WHAT ON earth is a Winton?” Even if you’re an auto 
aficionado, you could be forgiven for not knowing the answer. 

The Winton Motor Carriage Company manufactured cars 
for fewer than 30 years, from 1897 to 1924, in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Only a few examples have survived, but at next week’s 
Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance, the company’s handi-
work will be on display, right there with dozens of more high-
ly acclaimed classic automobiles.

Winton was the largest producer of gas-powered autos in 
the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
with a whopping 100 sold in 1899. However, it didn’t make 
that many of them overall — especially when compared with 
some of its later, better known competitors, like Cadillac and 
Studebaker.

Only known example
Stewart Laidlaw of Connecticut restored the only known 

existing 1910 model for the Myron Schuster family of Red-
ding. Schuster, a celebrated car collector, died in 2018, but 
his son, Lenny, will show the Winton at the Concours d’Ele-
gance. It was acquired from the famous Bothwell collection 
in Los Angeles. Laidlaw said the car was “in a minimum of 
10 movies.”

 “I’d seen the car all my life,” said the former resident 

The Schuster family’s 1910 Winton has been restored by Stewart Laid-
law of Connecticut. Laidlaw repainted the car, which is rumored to 
have been in numerous movies, with its original black with red-and-
gold accents.
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of Murphys in California’s Gold Country. “We used to go 
see Bothwell’s collection.” Laidlaw set about bringing the 
Schusters’ Winton back to its former glory. “It had low mile-

See WINTONS page 19A

Adams cools tempers, 
owner promises 
‘fresh start’ on 
Mid-Valley Center

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN STARK contrast to last month’s contentious land use 
advisory committee meeting on the renovation of Mid-Valley 
Center, this week’s workshop on the topic at the Palo Corona 
Regional Park headquarters was downright civil.

Moderated by Monterey County 5th District Supervisor 
Mary Adams, the Aug. 6 gathering gave locals a chance to ask 
questions and voice their concerns about the renovation of the 
shopping center, which was bought by developer Russ Stanley 
in June 2018 for $11.5 million.

Stanley’s plans to spruce up the shopping center ran into 
a buzzsaw at a July 15 county land use advisory committee 
hearing, where locals weren’t shy about loudly criticizing 
them. In particular, many were upset about painting that’s 
already been done, and rumors that Stanley planned not to 
renew the leases of several businesses, including a popular 
car repair shop.

At this week’s gathering, Adams was flanked by Monterey 
County planning official Brandon Swanson, Carmel Valley 
Association president Pris Walton, project architect Henry 
Ruhnke, and Stanley. 

‘This is a fresh start’
From the start, Adams made it clear she wasn’t picking a 

winner in the dispute. 
“I’m not on one side or the other,” she explained. “My neu-

trality is absolutely critical.”
Stanley, meanwhile, apologized to the crowd of about 200 

people for the way the makeover was introduced.
“This is a fresh start,” Stanley said. “I want to apologize 

for the way we did this last time — we should have solicited 
more feedback.”

Ruhnke elaborated on what Stanley said.
“We want to take many steps back and reach out to the 

public,” Ruhnke said. “Our goal is to come back in a month 

knowable,” due to PG&E, which is allowing the city to attach 
the equipment to its poles.

The city council approved the concept of installing two 
cameras on each of a half-dozen poles along the perimeter of 
town in December 2017 and allocated funds for the project in 
subsequent months — money that has been allocated again 
and again as budget years have come and gone. In July 2018, 

Pole surveillance cameras: One down, five to go
By MARY SCHLEY

IN WHAT might be the most slowly progressing city proj-
ect ever, the first of six utility poles was equipped last week 
with cameras to be used by the police department for sur-
veillance. While the cameras are capturing images of every 
car and license plate that passes through the intersection of 
Carpenter and Ocean, public works director Bob Harary said, 
the schedule for installation of the remaining cameras is “un- See CAMERAS page 22A

adopted permanent beach fire rules, which will also have to be 
approved by the coastal commission.

Put the fight aside, for now
At this week’s meeting, several members of the public 

spoke about beach fires, with some defending the tradition 
and others arguing that a 95 percent reduction in the num-
ber of fires isn’t enough because even a minuscule amount of 
smoke in the air is dangerous.

Carmel Residents Association President Barbara Living-
ston said that while her group opposes wood fires, it would 

CounCil baCks off immediate beaCh wood-fire ban
By MARY SCHLEY

FACED WITH the prospect of having to fight with the 
California Coastal Commission over beach fires for a change 
that will expire in a year anyway, the city council Tuesday 
night decided not to try a temporary ban on wood fires. The 
council was poised to adopt an ordinance to put the one-year 
prohibition in place but decided not to.

Therefore, the status quo — wood fires allowed in up to a 
dozen city-supplied fire pits on the sand south of 10th Avenue 
from spring to fall between the hours of 4 and 10 p.m. — will 
remain until what the city calls its “beach fire pilot program” 
expires in November 2020. The temporary program, which 
put an end to the decades-old and very popular tradition of 
building beach fires directly on the sand, reduced the amount 
of debris left on the beach and smoke in the air, and was en-
acted after vehement protests from residents about damage to 
the coastal environment. 

By the time the program expires, the council should have 

See FIRES page 23A See CENTER page 23A

Higher sales tax planned 
By MARY SCHLEY

THE ADDITIONAL 1 percent sales tax voters approved 
in 2012 — which brings in an extra $3 million a year the city 
spends on debt, pension liability and public projects — is set 
to expire in 2023. Council members said Tuesday that they not 
only want to extend the increase, they want to raise it to 1.5 
percent and keep that higher rate in place for another 20 years. 
If approved by voters, the increase would bring the sales tax in 
Carmel to 9.25 percent.

Uncertain timing
It’s unknown whether the new tax would start a couple of 

months after the March 2020 election — assuming voters OK 
it — or if it would kick in after the current tax ends, city ad-
ministrator Chip Rerig explained after the meeting. He said 
staff is also researching whether the 20-year clock would start 
ticking upon voter approval, or when the current tax expires. Cameras installed on a power pole at Ocean and Carpenter last 

week capture images of each passing car and its license plate. Police 
plan to use the cameras to try to identify people who commit crimes.  
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See TAXES page 21A

Concours
AUGUST 9-18, 2019 WEEK

The exotic cars are here, and so are 
the crowds. And to make sure you 
don’t miss out on the excitement,
be sure to check out our 
amazing special 
section this week!
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