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One bystander, who tried to help the family after their boat 
crashed ashore, tripped on the rocky beach and suffered cuts 
to his face.

Craig Tims, wife Debbie, and their granddaughter, Natalie, 
left Moss Landing harbor in their 26-foot boat early Tuesday 
morning on an outing to catch salmon and rockfish. But by 

Close call on 17 Mile Drive as family escapes after boat loses power
By PAUL MILLER

A FAMILY from Gilroy was lucky to escape with their 
lives Tuesday morning when their boat lost power off Pebble 
Beach and drifted onto the rocks between Spanish Bay and 
Bird Rock.

late morning, under gray skies and with temperatures in the 
mid-50s, they ran into serious trouble. 

“We were fishing for salmon, but only caught one and 
it was an inch too small, so we threw it back and went for 

See ESCAPE page 17A

A California State Parks lifeguard (right) talks to Debbie, Natalie (with blue hat) and Craig Tims after their narrow escape from a fishing boat that 
drifted ashore after losing power off Spanish Bay Tuesday morning. As they discussed what went wrong, their boat (left) was jostled onto the 
rocks below 17 Mile Drive. A bystander (wearing red coat in center photo) who tried to help the family make its way to shore needed medical 
treatment for cuts to his face after tripping and falling on the rocky beach.
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Sunset bomb scare 
was 10-year-old’s 
fake text message
n Bach Fest rehearsal disrupted; 
theater and neighborhood evacuated

By MARY SCHLEY

A 10-YEAR-OLD boy was responsible for the hoax that 
forced nearly 200 people to evacuate from Sunset Center and 
others to leave their homes due to a bomb threat during a Bach 
Festival rehearsal Friday afternoon, according to Carmel Po-
lice Chief Paul Tomasi.

At around 12:30 p.m. July 19, the child, who was attending 
a concert rehearsal with a Bach Festival employee, received 
a threatening text from what appeared to be an outside num-
ber — but which he had, in fact, sent to himself through an 
app that spoofs numbers to make messages appear they have 
been sent by someone else. After the boy received the text, he 
showed it to an adult, who sounded the alarm.

Having no idea the text was fake, Carmel Police treated 
the threat as real. They called in the fire department to help 
and quickly evacuated Sunset Center. Police also asked the 
Monterey County Sheriff’s Bomb Squad to come search for 
explosives.

Fortunately, Tomasi noted, no one panicked.
“It was really orderly,” he said. “People just went to their 

cars and left.”

Perimeter established
After Sunset Center was secured, “we started alerting hous-

es on San Carlos and on Mission, and asking them to vacate, 
as well,” Tomasi added. Carmel parking enforcement officers 
and Monterey Fire used their vehicles to set up a perimeter 
around the center to keep people out.

The bomb squad arrived with a K-9 to search the theater 
complex and requested a second dog from Paso Robles. “The 

Arroyo Carmel said. 
About three months ago, the squatter broke into a home 

that had recently been sold. The new homeowner, who had two 

Brazen squatter Breaks into condos and lives there 
By KELLY NIX

A HOMELESS woman who has repeatedly broken into 
homes at two mouth-of-the-valley condominium complexes 
and eats, sleeps and showers, has frustrated homeowners but 
has so far avoided arrest, according to residents.

Several residents of Arroyo Carmel and Riverwood on 
Rio Road near the Crossroads shopping center have reported 
to the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office that the audacious 
squatter, described as white and in her 50s with two dogs, tar-
gets townhomes that are for sale or have out-of-town owners. 
She lives in the units with the lights off to avoid detection. 

“She is very clever,” one resident said. “She has really got-
ten away with it, we think, for a very long time. She has be-
come professional at it.”

Ongoing for months
She has been such a problem that Riverwood and Arroyo 

recently issued notices to residents to be on the lookout for 
her and to call police if they see her. Arroyo included a photo-
graph of the woman in the notice and said she has perpetuated 
the scheme for months.

“She has broken into several units, mainly by breaking and 
manipulating locks on sliding glass doors and windows and 
illegally entering,” a July 15 notice posted at six locations in 

This woman, walking her two dogs, regularly breaks into condominium 
units at Arroyo Carmel and nearby Riverwood and lives there, accord-
ing to residents. Though she’s racked up utility bills and eaten home-
owners’ food, she hasn’t been arrested yet.
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ecuting people who violate the Carmel Municipal Code and 
representing the city in lawsuits. 

It is one of just four positions that’s directly hired by the 
council, not the city administrator. (The others are the city 
administrator, city treasurer and city engineer.) 

Plenty to do
In its official description of the job, the council said the 

firm or individual will have “outstanding communications and 
interpersonal skills, and the ability to work with a wide variety 
of individuals,” will be up-to-date on municipal law and “well 
versed in the ‘art of the possible,’” won’t be risk-averse when 

Council to interview finalists for city attorney
By MARY SCHLEY

OF THE 14 law firms that applied for the job of city 
attorney, the council has narrowed the field to four and will 
conduct interviews in closed sessions Aug. 1 and Aug. 6, ac-
cording to Mayor Dave Potter.

“We have an impressive number, with everything from sole 
practitioners, to large firms,” he said of the applicants. When 
former city attorney Glen Mozingo left in the spring, the city 
started searching for his replacement.

The city attorney attends all council meetings, along with 
those of lower boards and commissions upon request, pro-
vides advice and consultation on routine legal matters, and 
drafts ordinances and contracts. He’s also in charge of pros-


