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State parks erected a lifeguard tower at Monastery Beach last Thursday and is 
staffing it in hopes of preventing more deaths at the notoriously dangerous spot.
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waves swept visitors in at opposite ends of the beach and peo-
ple who saw them in distress entered the water to try to help.  
A man and a woman died in the attempt. 

A woman from Illinois and her daughter were swept out 
by waves during a February 2015 visit. The mother drowned.

More warnings, patrols
During recent years, the state has installed explicit warning 

signs, along with fencing and red flags meant to direct beach-
goers toward the signs, and James said increased patrols have 
helped reduce the number of tragedies, with rangers warning 
more people about the dangers and intervening when neces-
sary.

State parks posts lifeguard at ‘Mortuary Beach’
By MARY SCHLEY

LESS THAN three weeks after yet another person 
drowned at Monastery Beach — a place so notoriously dan-
gerous that its local nickname is Mortuary Beach — Califor-
nia State Parks installed a lifeguard tower there. Public safety 
superintendent Sean James said Tuesday the agency plans to 
have lifeguards on duty watching for swimmers and divers in 
distress, and warning others, through the end of the summer.

San Jose resident Sridhar Ekambaram drowned at Monas-
tery June 8 trying to rescue his 6-year-old son from the surf 
after the boy ran toward the waves and was hit by one, and on 
March 28, 2017, a 9-year-old boy died after waves swept him 
and his father out into the water. Bystanders helped save the 
father, but the boy was lost.

Popular but deadly
Those were the two most recent of many fatal-

ities and near-drownings at a beach where more 
than two dozen people have died over the last 35 
years. Several of the victims have been divers who 
became separated from their partners, or worse 
yet, dove alone. The beach is popular with divers 
due to the bay’s unusually deep marine canyon. 

In August 2009, an experienced diver from San 
Jose who was exploring the waters off Monastery 
Beach with two of his friends was separated from 
them. They found him later, but it was too late. 
And in April 2014, a Modesto woman who was 
diving with her father was unconscious and not 
breathing by the time rescuers got to her.

Instances of people drowning after being swept 
in by waves are as numerous. In March 2008, a 
father and adult daughter who were visiting the 
beach with a church group both drowned while 
trying to rescue a 13-year-old girl who had been 
hit by a wave. The teen survived. In July 2010, 
seven people ended up in the water after rogue 

See LIFEGUARD page 19A

Homescapes founder, 
Elks president dies at 57

By MARY SCHLEY

BEAU FINKLANG, the driving force behind Homes-
capes, the housewares and furniture business that was located 
at Seventh and Dolores and later in Carmel Plaza, died June 
23. Finklang, whose first name was William but whom every-
one knew as Beau, spent the last four years trying to stave off 
the effects of liver cancer, according to his mother, Lynn Cat-
ania. Nonetheless, she said, “He was out in the world, doing 

what he wanted to do.”
Finklang had two sisters 

and two brothers — includ-
ing Thompson Lange, 13 
months his senior — and 
moved here from St. Louis, 
Mo., when he was 3. He at-
tended local public schools 
but had to drop out of Carmel 
High after he broke his back 
in a motorcycle accident at 
the age of 16, she said. He 
later got his GED.

After living in Northern 
California and Washington 
State, Finklang returned to 
the Peninsula to open Ho-
mescapes in the former 
Grove laundry in Pacific 

Grove with Lange and their father.
“He put all his heart and soul into that,” Catania said. “He 

was the one who designed the Grove. He turned the laundry 
into a gorgeous store.”

From there, Homescapes relocated to Seventh and Do-
lores, the Barnyard, and ultimately to Carmel Plaza, where the 

Beau Finklang

In February, two large eucalyptus fell on Laura Overett’s property. Rather than 
risk further damage, she asked for permission to cut 27 down. A lower commis-
sion said no, but the council said yes.
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large groves of eucalyptus dating to the 19th century, when it 
was hoped the species could be used for lumber and even had 
medicinal properties. 

After two huge trees fell during February’s storms, Overett 
contacted then-city forester Mike Branson, who recommend-
ed she have arborist James Allen conduct a risk assessment, 
she told the council July 2. Forty hours and $20,000 later, Al-
len produced a 33-page report concluding that the trees were 
at a high risk of falling and should be cut down or topped and 
supported with cables.

In May, the city sent its own arborist to the property and 
had him review Allen’s report — an activity that took him 
less than two hours and yielded a three-page report, Overett 
said. He recommended removing 11 of the high-risk trees and 
pruning the remaining 16 trees. 

The forest and beach commission agreed with his recom-
mendation, voting to allow Overett to remove 11 trees but 

requiring her to prune the rest and replant native spe-
cies to replace the trees at a 4-to-1 ratio, even though 
the typical replanting requirement is 1-to-1 or 2-to-
1, according to environmental compliance manager 
Agnes Martelet. The commission said Overett could 
“donate” money to the city’s tree replacement fund to 
pay for planting 15-gallon trees on public land, since 
not all of the 44 new trees would fit on her 1.5-acre 
property.

Martelet recommended the council uphold the for-
est and beach commission’s decision.

Oldest house in the city
Overett, whose family has owned the property for 

47 years, lives in the oldest house in the city. Built 
in 1846, the home was occupied by one of the city’s 
founders, Frank Powers, and his wife, Jane, from 
1904 to 1920. The property next door also contained 
Jane Powers’ art studio.

During her presentation, Overett noted that the 
trees are so large 25 homes are within their “impact 
zone” and pointed out eucalyptus trees’ significant 

CounCil: EuCalyptus grovE Can bE Cut down
By MARY SCHLEY

BECAUSE THE trees imported from Australia tend 
to explode in fires, fall during storms and make the ground 
around them unsuitable for other plants, the city council on 
Tuesday unanimously voted to allow a San Antonio Avenue 
resident to cut down 27 eucalyptus on her property, overturn-
ing a decision by the forest and beach commission requiring 
her to keep 16 of them.

“I’ve never liked eucalyptus trees,” Mayor Dave Potter 
commented at the end of a lengthy hearing that had proper-
ty owner Laura Golub Overett and many of her neighbors 
pleading with the council to let her cut down the 170-year-
old, 165-foot-tall, non-native trees. “They are dirty, they are 
unsafe, I don’t even like the odor of them.”

Overett lives on an expansive property between Second 
and Fourth on the west side of San Antonio that contains two 

See TREES page 15A

Late-night construction 
leads to big drug bust

By MARY SCHLEY

A POLICE corporal who heard an alarm sounding at a 
downtown business at 3:30 a.m. June 27 — and discovered 
three men painting and doing construction work inside — 
ended up arresting one for having 3-plus ounces of metham-
phetamine in his car, along with some heroin, according to 
Police Chief Paul Tomasi. The 36-year-old Salinas resident, 
Waldo Espinoza, also had a warrant out for his arrest.

Following the sound of the alarm, Cpl. Mike Bruno ap-
proached the business, where two cars were parked in front, 
and when he looked through the window, he noticed a small 
baggie of white powder on the floorboard by the driver’s seat 

Sand stockpiled but time 
not right to plug river

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN THE first phase of the annual effort to maintain enough 
water in the Carmel River Lagoon to provide a home during 
summer and fall for young steelhead, three bulldozers from 
Monterey County Public Works stockpiled about 1,200 cubic 
yards of sand at Carmel River Beach Monday. The work was 
completed by early afternoon.

The sand will be used to fill a channel that drains the lagoon 
and build up the sandbar that closes the lagoon each summer. 
The channel is reopened by bulldozers each winter to drain 
the lagoon so it doesn’t flood nearby homes. The stockpile is 
located just north of the channel.

Ideally, the bulldozers would have pushed the sand directly 
into the channel Monday. But the conditions weren’t right.
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