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Fourteen-year-old Riley Speidel poses with the motorized glider that she pilot-
ed from Marina to Maine. During the 3,300-mile journey, she flew as high as 
9,500 feet and burned less than 100 gallons of gasoline.
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It’s hard to believe someone could do something to try to harm this 
sweet kitten and four of her friends, but someone did. Fortunately, a 
dog came to their rescue. See what happened on page 5A.
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SPCA searching 
for kitten abuser

See SURFABOUT page 16A

While Riley flew solo, her father followed her in an air-
plane. In general, they avoided major mountain ranges — 
even so, she had to fly as high as 9,500 feet. 

They also did most of their flying early in the day when 
there was less wind.

“The goal was to fly early in the morning when the thermals 
weren’t happening,” Speidel said, referring to rising columns 
of air. “They are like hitting speed bumps at high speed.”

The first day, Riley and her dad stopped in Visalia, and 

Girl celebrates end of school by flying to Maine 
By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST HOURS after the school year ended at Carmel 
Middle School June 7 — and at a time when many of her 
classmates were just getting started making plans for summer 
vacation — 14-year-old Riley Speidel hopped on a motorized 
glider and headed east, beginning a solo flight that would take 
her 3,300 miles from Marina to Maine.

Nine days after takeoff, Speidel touched down in the most 
northeasterly of states. Along the way, she was airborne for 
29 hours but burned less than 100 gallons of gasoline — and 
inspired more than a few future aviators.

While the trip was accomplished pretty quickly, 
Speidel’s cross-country odyssey began two years ago.

“She and I thought about a plan for the trip two 
years ago and started training,” her father, Jake Speidel, 
a captain for United Airlines, told The Pine Cone. “She 
put a lot of effort and study into it.”

Just old enough
While FAA rules require that the pilot of an airplane 

be at least 16 years old, a glider pilot only needs to be 
14, making it possible for Riley to fly by herself. The 
youngster hopes to one day fly a regular airplane — 
and eventually become a bush pilot flying small planes 
in remote areas.

On his daughter’s final day of middle school, Spe-
idel picked her up and drove straight to Marina Munic-
ipal Airport. 

“She was airborne at 1:30 p.m.,” he recalled.
The glider that carried Riley weighs about 900 

pounds and has 50-foot-long wings — much longer 
than an airplane of the same size.

See GLIDER page 15A

Rangers kill man
wanted for murder 

By CHRIS COUNTS

A MAN who was a suspect in a San Jose homicide — and 
who had just fired a 10 mm Glock pistol at hikers and park 
rangers — was shot dead by rangers shortly before sunset Sat-
urday on a trail above Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park. 

The shooter was identified as 26-year-old Kevin Alaniz of 
Milpitas.

The trouble started at about 5:15 p.m. Saturday when two 
hikers encountered Alaniz near the top of the 4.5-mile trail, 
which leads from the park to the summit of 3,500-foot Mount 
Manual. 

According to one of them, “the man had extremely large 
pupils and was acting erratically,” Monterey County District 
Attorney Jeannine Pacioni said at a news conference Thurs-
day. 

The man was also incoherent and told the hikers, “This is 
my world.”

After encountering Alaniz, the two headed back down the 
trail toward the park, and when they were about a quarter-mile 
away, they heard a gunshot, Pacioni said. 

Near miss
“Then they heard four or five additional shots,” the district 

attorney continued. “One shot whizzed just past one of their 
heads and struck a tree.”

The two hikers continued down the trail, where they met 
others on their way up and convinced them to turn around. 
Finally, they reached a spot on the trail where they could make 
a 911 call. 

“It was about 45 minutes before they could get cell ser-
vice,” Pacioni said.

Soon, three state park rangers — supervisor Matthew 
Khalar and officers Brian Powell and Bernadette Davis — 
made their way up the trail. Along the way, they encountered 
various descending hikers, including the one who made the 

before it voted June 4 on the matter. It also, they claim, didn’t  
provide proper notice to the public that the vote would take 
place, and failed to perform a CEQA analysis for propane-on-
ly fires, which will be allowed in place of wood.

Allowing only propane fires means fewer people will visit 
Carmel Beach, the residents say.

“A propane-only ordinance will severely limit the use of 
the beach during the late afternoon and evening hours,” the 
appeal says. “Not everyone can afford to purchase a propane 
tank in addition to the propane-fueled devices.” 

Propane fires can be used on the beach year-round, al-
though the city has allowed wood fires in a handful of city-in-
stalled pits under a program put into place in June 2016, when 
council members decided the 
long tradition of people enjoy-
ing fires on the beach had gotten 
out of hand and some residents 
complained of health effects 
from smoke.

The appellants — LaNette 
Zimmerman, Roy Thomas, 
Judy Refuerzo, and Jeanne Mc-
Culloch — contend the coun-
cil’s decision to outlaw wood 
fires was made without getting 
approval from the coastal commission to change the existing 
Local Coastal Program. They want the agency to consider re-
voking the council’s ban and continue the previous program of 
allowing a combination of wood and propane fires.

They also claim that the city didn’t properly notice the June 
4 meeting under “public hearings.” While the agenda does not 
mention waiving the reading of the ordinance to ban wood 
fires, inside the packet tells the council to “waive the first 
reading and introduce an ordinance.”

No discussion
“Also, before the vote, councilwoman Jan Reimers amend-

ed the ordinance to change the hours [for beach fires] from 4 
p.m. to 10 p.m. to 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., and the council did not 
open the floor to public discussion,” the appeal says.

Not allowing wood fires, the appeal says, would inconve-
nience visitors since some of them who are unaware of the 
rule might not know where to purchase a propane tank — 
even if they have the means — and the shops that sell them 

Coastal Commission asked to save wood fires
By KELLY NIX

THE SEEMINGLY never-ending row over fires on Carm-
el Beach heated up again last week when a group of residents 
who opposed the city council’s decision early this month to 
ban wood fires asked the California Coastal Commission to 
overturn it. 

The residents’ June 20 appeal to the coastal commission 
argues that the council needed an OK from the state agency 

See FIRES page 13A

New generation gives
Surfabout new life

By MARY SCHLEY

THE SURFABOUT has been held at Carmel Beach for 
nearly four decades, but this year marks a new chapter for the 
competition, with the formation of a nonprofit to help fund it 
while also doing other good things for the local surfing com-
munity. Andrew Call, a longtime local and many-years Surf-
about participant, breathed life back into it after the event had 
a brief hiatus.

Some of the 130 or so surfers in the Surfabout at Carmel Beach 
worked hard to come out on top in the distance paddle sprint, one of 
several competitions over the weekend.
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See SHOOTING page 16A

Claim: Wood 
fire ban will 
discourage 
visitors from 
using the beach 


