
Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com                                    

No individual has had a longer or deeper impact on the 
development of the Monterey Peninsula than Samuel F. B. 
Morse. His vision and achievements continue to be a large 
part of life on the Monterey Peninsula, 50 years after he died. 
In the following excerpt from his memoirs, he begins to reflect 
on some of his thinking beyond just what we can see of his life.

PART XII

AS FAR as my personal life is concerned, for a long 
time I have lived from day to day. I like to dream 
about what might happen in the future and plan as 

though I were going to live forever, but I try to get the most 
out of each day and not to worry beyond that. It is difficult, 
of course, but with anything, repeated effort results in estab-

lished habits. A lot of people worry about how they are going 
to die. They would be better off if they would worry about 
how they were going to live.

I worked a great deal harder than I have given the impres-
sion in this manuscript, simply because I love what I was do-
ing. It never seemed like work to me. Naturally, there were 
disagreeable incidents in certain things that were a bit labo-
rious — technical matters that had to be taken care of, but I 
always tried to get others who could handle these matters bet-

Reflections on a life of building and preserving

See MORSE page 22A

Morse “thought about work all hours of the day.” Here he stands with 
a large relief map he had made in 1928 for display in San Francisco’s 
Palace Hotel.
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The Morse memoirs

Glorious blue skies were overhead Thursday afternoon as final preparations for the U.S. Open were underway at Pebble Beach. Practice rounds 
for the championship begin Monday, and competitive rounds on Thursday. The much anticipated event marks the 100th anniversary of the P.B. Co.
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and end times, Carmel Chamber of Commerce CEO Jenny 
MacMurdo said after attending a meeting last month with of-
ficials from the USGA regarding traffic.

“The best-case scenario,” she said, is for employers to urge 
or require carpooling, to “plan for arrival very early (before 
6 a.m.) and departure late (after 9 p.m.),” and to “have ev-
ery employee’s transportation plan approved, written down 

U.S. Open comes to town — along with the traffic
By MARY SCHLEY

WITH ONE of the most important golf tournaments of 
the year coming to Pebble Beach next week — drawing huge 
names like Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson and Bruce Koepka, 
along with legions of their loyal fans — local residents and 
people who work in town are being urged to carpool during 
the U.S. Open and to arrive early in the morning and leave 
later at night to avoid the roads during the tournament’s start See OPEN page 27A

Judges seek courthouse 
move to Fort Ord

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY Superior Court has requested 
that the courthouse on Aguajito Road in Monterey be shut 
down and a new $100 million courthouse be built at Fort Ord 
to replace it, a court official said this week.

The court asked the Judicial Council of California to OK 
a new courthouse at the former Army base with seven court-
rooms and another courthouse in Greenfield to serve residents 
in South Monterey County. In 2017, the council deemed the 
Monterey courthouse to be seismically unsafe.

“We want to have a building where we feel comfortable 
inviting the staff, public and judicial officers and not worry 
about their safety and security,” Monterey County Superior 
Court executive officer Chris Ruhl told The Pine Cone Thurs-
day morning.

Coastal commission
may rescue permit for 
desal plant’s wells

By KELLY NIX

POINTING TO the “importance” of California American 
Water’s proposed desalination plant in helping solve the Mon-
terey Peninsula’s water shortage, three commissioners with 
the California Coastal Commission took the rare step late last 
month of challenging the City of Marina’s denial of a permit 
for the proposal.

The Marina Planning Commission on March 7 refused to 
OK a permit for Cal Am’s desal facility, which the city oppos-
es based on claims it would result in a loss of groundwater 
in the Salinas Valley basin, exacerbate groundwater intrusion 
and infringe on the water rights of farmers and others.

But coastal commissioners Erik Howell, Roberto Uranga 
and Mark Vargas filed individual appeals of Marina’s denial, 
contending the “major public works” proposal should be “ob-
jectively considered” by the commission. 

“The project raises issues of regional importance given wa-
ter supply constraints on the Monterey Peninsula and the State 
Water Resources Control Board’s order requiring Cal Am to 
curtail its withdrawals from the Carmel River and secure an 
alternate water supply for Cal Am’s service area,” according 
to Vargas’ May 20 appeal.

Uranga and Howell make similar points in their own ap-
peals.

Sand mine location
Cal Am needs an OK from Marina for seven slant wells 

that would convey seawater to the desal plant, which is to be 
located just north of Marina near the landfill and wastewater 
treatment plant. The wells would be drilled within the Marina 
city limits on property occupied by the Cemex sand mining 
company.

The coastal commissioners’ move puts them in line with 

County Sheriff’s Cmdr. John Thornburg, and no firearm was 
found on the boy or in the bathroom where a CHS staffer had 
locked him in, but the Monterey County District Attorney’s 
Office may end up filing charges against him.

“He’s a student at the school and made some comments 
that concerned some people about how he wanted to shoot up 
the school,” Thornburg said. “An employee went looking for 
the kid, found him in the bathroom, locked him in, and called 
us.”

While Carmel High is one of two schools in the county to 
have a school resource officer from the sheriff’s department 
regularly on campus, the deputy was away that day for SWAT 
training, according to Thornburg. Carmel police were the first 
to arrive just moments after the call, and deputies arrived soon 
after to talk to the 15-year-old student.

“It was only assumed he had a weapon because he was 
talking about it, but we never did find a gun,” Thornburg said. 
Deputies had the teen checked out by an ambulance crew and 

High school locked down after threats by student
n No weapons found after search

By MARY SCHLEY

THE STUDENTS gathered in the gym at Carmel High 
School Monday morning for a scholastic awards ceremony 
ended up sheltering there for almost two hours after a teenager 
threatened to shoot up the school. 

The threats ended up being empty, according to Monterey 
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