
t r u s t e d  b y  l o c a l s  a n d  l o v e d  b y  v i s i t o r s  s i n c e  1 9 1 5

The  Carmel  Pine  Cone
Volume 105  No. 18 On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com  May 3-9, 2019

Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com                                    

A large gallery surrounds the action on the 13th Green when Pebble 
Beach hosted its first national championship in 1929. 
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sula, and that was the sort of weather we had for the National 
Championship. 

As the date of the tournament approached, the USGA vice 
president came to me and said, “What are we going to do with 

Coping with Prohibition and the Great Depression
The 33rd U.S. Amateur Championship was played at Peb-

ble Beach in early September 1929; no USGA championship 
had ever been played west of St. Louis, and the pressure was 
on to make it a great event. It was, but the next month world 
economics turned to disaster as the stock market crashed and 
the Great Depression began.

PART VII

THERE HAD always been a question raised in the 
East as to whether California courses were as good 
as other courses. It was questioned whether prop-

er grass could be produced in country that didn’t have rain 
during the summer. Those who knew California and who 
knew Pebble Beach had no doubts about it, but they were, of 
course, in the minority. 

We got the championship here in 1929. There are few golf 
courses in the world that have as magnificent a setting as Peb-
ble Beach. It is hard sometimes to concentrate on the game. 
In the fall, the weather is almost always perfect on the Penin-

See MORSE page 20A

The Morse memoirs

While they occasionally end up on the sand at Carmel 
Beach, which is open to the public and allows dogs to be off 
leash, the baby seals and their mothers are usually in areas that 
have been closed off and posted with signs warning people 
to stay away, like in Pacific Grove, Pebble Beach and Point 

Beachgoers (and their dogs) warned about seal pups 
By MARY SCHLEY

SEAL PUPPING season started on Monterey County 
beaches a couple of weeks ago, and as cute as the pudgy sea 
animals and their offspring are, rescuers at The Marine Mam-
mal Center are asking people to stay away from them. 

Pupping season is always the busiest time of year for res-
cuers at the center, which is based in Sausalito and has an 
operations center in Moss Landing.

Veterinarians at the center’s Moss Landing location “have 
already seen a number of human and dog interactions with 
seal pups so far this year” on Monterey Peninsula beaches, ac-
cording to Giancarlo Rulli, communications associate for the 
center. “Most of the cases this year have involved beachgoers 
surrounding weaned northern elephant seals that have hauled 
out to rest.” 

Moms abandon babies
Several people have also failed to keep their dogs away 

from harbor seal pups lounging on local beaches while their 
seal moms were just offshore foraging for food. 

“Unfortunately, in these circumstances, many times the 
mother will abandon her pup once an interaction has oc-
curred,” Rulli said, which means rescuers from the center have 
to pick up the pup and nurse it until it’s old enough and strong 
enough to return to the ocean.

See SEALS page 19A

A Marine Mammal Center volunteer holds a rescued harbor seal pup 
during a tube feeding. Young pups are most vulnerable and can be 
abandoned by their mothers if humans or dogs get too close.
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Cal Am drops appeal 
but complains of 
‘resounding’ bias

By KELLY NIX

ACCUSING THE mayor of Marina and two council 
members of “blatantly obvious” bias against its proposed de-
salination plant, California American Water Monday suddenly 
withdrew its appeal of the city’s rejection of a development 
permit for wells that would provide the source water for the 
plant.

Cal Am was set to go before the Marina City Council Tues-
day night to challenge the planning commission’s denial for a 
permit for its wells, which would draw seawater for the desal 
plant north of Marina. 

But late last week, Cal Am demanded that Mayor Bruce 
Delgado and two councilwomen recuse themselves from the 
hearing due to what the compa-
ny said was their repeated pub-
lic opposition to the desal plant. 
The utility said it would be un-
able to get a fair and impartial 
hearing because of the council 
members’ alleged prejudice. 

“Unfortunately, Mayor Del-
gado and councilmembers Gail 
Morton and Lisa Berkley have 
demonstrated resounding and 
ongoing bias toward” the desal 
plant “that confirms they cannot 
act as impartial decision makers 
and necessitates their recusal from this matter,” a Cal Am at-
torney said in an April 23 letter to Marina.

Bias examples
The water company cited what it said were numerous ex-

amples of bias, including their membership in Citizens for 
Just Water, a group created to oppose the desal facility.

Documents Cal Am said it obtained through public records 
requests showed that Delgado has had frequent contact with 
the group and KP Public Affairs, a public relations firm hired 
by Marina to rally against the $329 million water supply proj-
ect. He also authored numerous articles that “unambiguously 
state his opposition” to the project.

Berkley has publicly stated that the desal proposal proj-
ect “has no water rights” and called it “basically illegal” and 
“dangerous to the environment,” and Morton went as far as 
“coaching members of the public” during a community meet-
ing April 18 on “how they could better advocate against” the 
desal plant, Cal Am said.

Bridge — are in no better shape than the bridge at Limekiln 
Creek, which Caltrans announced in February has deteriorat-
ed so much it will need to be replaced at a cost of $64 million. 
No timetable has been set for the work.

According to the data, the failing bridge at Limekiln Creek 
has a “deficiency status” of “fair” and a “sufficiency rating” of 
46.4 out of 100. The former indicates whether a bridge is clas-
sified as “structurally deficient,” while the latter indicates if a 
bridge is “sufficient to remain in service.” Meanwhile, Bixby 
Bridge, which has not been scheduled for repair or replace-
ment, also has a deficiency status of “fair” and a sufficiency 
rating of 47. 

Should we worry?
Rocky Creek Bridge has a deficiency status of “fair,” and a 

sufficiency rating of 46.5. Bridges that cross Garrapata Creek, 
Big Creek and Villa Creek have nearly identical ratings, while 
the one that crosses Granite Creek has the lowest sufficiency 
rating, 42. Other bridges along the Big Sur coast that are listed 
in the report have deficiency statuses of “good” and sufficien-
cy ratings of at least 60.

Jim Shivers of Caltrans said that, despite the ratings, Big 

Ratings cast doubt on future of Big Sur’s bridges 
By CHRIS COUNTS

ONE OF its landmark bridges (at Pfeiffer Creek) failed 
two years ago, another (at Limekiln Creek) is in need of a very 
expensive replacement, and now state officials are saying that 
many of Big Sur’s bridges are approaching the end of their 
lifespans, leading to concerns that heavily traveled Highway 1 
along the Monterey County coast could be headed for a bridge 
repair crisis. 

Data provided this week by the American Road and Trans-
portation Builders Association suggests that some of Big Sur’s 
most iconic bridges — including the world famous Bixby 

See BRIDGES page 21A

Falconer keeps pesky 
gulls away from shoppers 

By KELLY NIX

WHEN ANDRES Sandoval shows up at Del Mon-
te Shopping Center with the young hawk he calls Mellow, 
seagulls and pigeons don’t tend to stick around. 

Since February, Sandoval, 26, has spent about 20 hours per 
week at the Monterey mall with his airborne scarecrow — a 
1-year-old Harris hawk — frightening the gulls that are not 

This Harris hawk, “Mellow,” works at Del Monte Shopper Center pes-
tering seagulls to keep them from making themselves at home. 
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Three 
‘biased’ 
members of 
the council 
refuse to recuse

See SHOPPERS page 23A

See BIAS page 18A


